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THE 

HISTORY 

O F t H E 

B U C A N I E R S, &c. 

.; I N 

AMERICA. 

CHAP. I. 

T7)e IntroduBlon. The JtiihoY ^ fits forth for the 
Wefiern Iflands^ in the fervice of the Weft-India 

: Company of France* They meet 'with an Englijb 
frigate^ and arrive at the ifland cf Tortuga. 

AS the Bucaniers in the Weft Indies have been 
fo formidable and numerous, that they have 
interrupted the trade (rf" Europe into thofe 
parts, and our Eoglifti merchants, in particular, 
have fulftred more by their depredations than by 
the united force of France and Spain in the late 
war, we do not doubt but the world will be cucious 
to know the original and prpgrefs of thefe defpera- 
does, who were the terror of the trading part of the 
world. 

* Jofeph Efqnemcling, in company with Le Grand, 
Lolonois, Roche Brafilano, Bat the Portuguele, ^c. 

VOL.r. A But 
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^ But before we enter upon their particular hiftory. 
It will not be amifs, by way of iatrodufliony to 
fhew, by fome examples drawn from hiftory, the 
great mUchief and danger which threatea kingdoms 
and commonwealths from the increafe of thefe fort 
«f robbers, when either by the troubles of partico- 
kr times, or the negleft of governments, they are 
oot crufhed before they gather ftrength. 

It has been the cafe heretofore, that when a fingle 
pirate has been fufiered to range the teas, as not 
being worth the notice of a government, he has by 
degrees grown fo powerful, as to put them to the 
expenc^ of a great deal of blood and treafure, before 
he was fupprefled. We ftiall not examine how it 
came to pafs that our bucaniers in the Weft-Indies 
have continually increafed till of kte ; this is aft 
enquiry which belongs to the legiflature. 

I fliall therefore fpeak of the pirates infefting the 
Weft-Indies, where they are more numerous than 
in any other parts of the world, on fevcral rcafons. 

Firft, Becatifc there are fo many uninhabited 
little iflands and keys, with harbours convenient 
and fecure for cleaning their vefTels, and abounding 
with what they often want, provifion; I mean 
water, fea -fowl, turtle, ftiell and other fi(h ; where, 
if they carry in but ftrong liijuor, they indulge a 
time, and become ready for new expeditions before 
•aiiy intelligence can readi to hurt them. 

It may here perhaps be no uhneceflary digreffion 
to explain what they call keys in the Weft*Indics. 
Theleare fmallfandy iflands, appearing a little ^bove 
the furface of the water, with only a few bufhes or 
weeds upon them, but abpund (thofe moft at any 
diftance from the main) with turtle, amphibious 
animals that always choofe the quieteft and moft un- 
frequented place for laving their eggs, which are to 
a vaft number in the leaions, and would feldom be 

feen, 
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feea, but for this (except by pirates). There vcf- 
fds from Jamaica and the other governments make 
voyages, called turtling^ for fupplying the people^ 
a common and approved food with them. I am apt 
to think thefe keys, efpecially thofe nigh iQands, 
to have been once contiguous with them, and fepa- 
rated by earthquakes (frequently there) or inunda* 
tionSy becaufe fome of them that have been withia 
continual view, as thofe nigh Jamaica, are obfenred 
within our time to be entirely wafted away andloft^ 
aad others daily wafting. They are not only of the 
life above taken notice of to pirates, but it is com* 
monly believed were always, in bucaniering piratical 
times, the hiding-places for their riches, and often- 
times a ftielter for themfelves, till thdr friends on 
the main had found means to obtain indemnity for 
^heir crimes : for you muft underftand, when afU 
of grace were more frequent, and the laws lefs fc» 
vere, thefe men continually found favours and en- 
couragers at Jamaica, and perhaps they are not all 
dead yet. 1 have been told many of them ftill 
living have been of the fame trade, and left it off 
only becaufe they can live as well honeftly, and gain 
bow at the hazard of others necks. 

Secondly, Another reafon why thefe feas are chofe 
by pirates, is the great commerce thither by French, 
Spaniards, Dutch, and efpecially Englifti (hips: 
they are fure in the latitude of thefe trading iflands 
to meet with prizes, booties of provifion, clothing, 
f nd naval ftores, and fometimes money ; there being 
great fums remitted this way to England (the re- 
turns of the affiento, and private flave- trade to the 
Spanifh Weft-Indies, and, in fliort, by fom^ one or 
other, all the riches of Potofi. 

A third reafon i$, the inconvehiency ajid diffi- 
culty of being, purfued by the men of war; the 
A 2 many 
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many fmall inlets, lagoons, and harbours, on thefe 
folitary iflands and keys, is a natural fecurity. 
. It is generally here that the pirates begin their ; 
cnterprizes, fetting out at firfl with a very fmall 
force ; and by infefting thefe feas, and thofe of the ," 
continent of North-America, in a year's time, if' 
they have good luck on their fides, they accumulate 
fnch ftrength as enables them to make foreign expe-;* 
ditions. The firfl: is ufually to Guinea, taking the * 
Azores and Cape de Verd iflands in their way, and ' 
then to Brazil and the Eaft-Indies, where, if they 
meet vjith profperous voyages, they fet down at 
Madagafcar, or the neighbouring iflands, and enjoy 
their ill-gotten wealth, among ihieir elder brethren, 
with impunity. But that I may not give tod ihuclx 
encouragement to the profeffion, . I muft inform' my; 
maritime readers, that, the far greater part of thefe 
, rovers arc cut ftiort in the purfuit by a fuddcn pre- 
cipitation into the other world. 

The rife of thefe rovers, fince the peace of 
Utrecht, or at leafl: the great increafe of them, may 
juftly be imputed to the Spanifh fettlements in the 
Weft-Indies ; the governors of which, being often 
fomc hungry courtiers fent thither to repair or 
make a fortune, generally countenance all proceed- * 
3ngs that bring in profit : they grant commiffio'ns 
to great numbers of veflels of war, on pretfnce 
of preventing an interloping trade, with orders 
to leize all ftiips or veflels whatfoever within five. 
leagues of their coafls, which our Englifti /hips 
cannot well avoid coming, in their voyage to Ja- ' 
ixiaica. But if the Spanifh captains chance to exceed 
this commiifion, and rob and plunder at difcretion, 
the fufFerers are allowed to complain, and exhibit a 
procefs in their court, and after great expence of 
fuit, delay of time, and other inconveniencies, ob- 
tain a decree in their favour ; but then, "when -the* 

fliip 
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fhip and targo comes to be claimed, with cofts of 
fuit, ihey find, to their forrow, that it has been 
previoufly condemned, and the plunder divided 
among the crew ; the commander that made the 
capture, who alone is refponfible, is found to be a 
poor rafcally fellow, nQt worth a groat, and, no 
doubt, is placed^ in that ftation for the like pur- 
pofes. 

The frequent lofTcs fuftained bv our merchant* 
abroad by thefe pirates was provocation enough 
to attempt fomething by way of reprifal '^ and a fair 
oppbrtuniry offering 'itfelf in the year 1716, the 
traders to the Wcft-Iodies* took care not to flip it 
over, but made the befl ufe of it their circum (lances 
would permit. 

It w?is alx)u.t two years before, that the Spanifh 
galleons, or phte fleet, had been caft away in the 
gulf of Florida, and feveral veflels from the Havanna 
were at work, with diving engines, to fi(h up the 
* filverthat was on board the galleons. 
« ' 'f he Spaniards' had recovered fome millions of 
' pieces' of eight,' and had carried it all to the Ha- 
vanna ; but they had at prefent about 350,000 
pieces of eight in filver, then upon the fpot, and 
were daily taking up more. In the mean time, two 
fhips an4 three floopsi fitted out' from Jamaica, 
Barbidbes, &c. unddr Captain Henry Jennings, 
failed to the gulf, and found the Spaniards there 
upon the wrtck ; the money before fpoken of was 
left on (Hore, depofited in a ftorehoufe, under, the 
government of two commiflaries, and a guard of 
about fixty foldiers. 

The roVers came direilly upon the place, bring- 
ing their little flfeet to an anchor, and, in a word, 
landing 300 men, they attacked the guard, who 
immediately ran away ; and thus they feized the 
A 3 treafure. 
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treafure, which they carried ofi^ makmg the beft-of 
their way to Jamaica* 

In their way they unhappily met with a Spaoi/h 
fliip, bound from Porto 3eUo to the Havanna, with 
a great many rich goods, viz. bales of cochineal^ 
Ciiflcs of indlco, and 60,000 pieces of eight more» 
which, their hands being in, they took, and having 
rifled the veflel, let her go. 

They went away to Jamaica with their booty, 
and were followed in view of the port by the Spa- 
niards, who having (een them thither, went back 
to the governor of the Havanna, with the account 
of it, who immediately fent a veflel to the governor 
of Jamaica, to complain of this robberj, and to 
reclaim the goods. 

As it was in full peace, and contrary to all juAice 
and right, that this faA was committed, they were 
foon made fenfible tte^t the government at Jamaica 
wou)d not CufFer them to go upjaunlQied^ npiuch lefs 
proteft them; therefore they hv/ a necefllty of 
fli\fting for thcmfelves; fo, 40 make bad worfe, 
tl^ey yent to (ca a^ain, though not withqut difpo- 
/ii)g of their car^o to good advantage, and fumiQi- 
ing thcmfelves with ammunitiqn, provifipns, &c* 
^qd bcipg thus m^de defperate, they turned pirates, 
robbif^ not the S^paniards pnly, but their own 
countrymen, and any nation they could lay their 
ha^ds on. 

It happened. al|Out this^imie that the ^pjiniards, 
w5^ tllwee or four .^11 ipen of wfr, fell uppn our 
jiog\yQod<utters in the bay of ,Campe;ichyajJd Hoq* 
duras, and after they had made thjem jviajes, they 
ga,ye the men ^eloogii^ to them three floops \a 
carry them home; but thefe men being made defjpe- 
rate by their misfortunes, and mqeting with the 
pirates, they took on with them, apd fo encreafed 
their uumber. 

Not 
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Not to detain the reader any longer with tfaefe 
particulars, I Aall proceed to give an acconntof 
CHur voyage from Havre de Grace in France, from 
whence we fet fail in a (hip called St. John, Ma; 
riie 2d, 1666. Our veflcl was equipped wrtbtwea^ 
ty eight gofis, twenty mariners, and 220 paflengers, 
including thoTe whom the company fent as free paf- 
A;ngers. Soon after we came to an anchor under 
the cape of Barfleur, there to jcun feven other (hips 
of the fame Weft-India company, which were to- 
come from Dieppe, under convoy of a man of war» 
mounted with thirty-feven guns, and 250 men* 
Of tiiefe flups two wereboand for Senegal, five for 
the Canbbee iflands, and ours for Tortu^a. Here 
gathered to us about twenty fail of other ffiips, 
iiound for Newfoundland, with feme Dutch vefiels 
going for Nant2, Rocfael, and St. Martin's ; (o that 
in aU we madei tUrty bSX. Here we put ourfelves 
in .a pofture of drfence, lumng: notice that four 
Eng^ifh frigates of Ikcty guns- eadi waited for ns 
near Alderney. Ouc admiral, the Chevalier Soar* 
dis, having given neceflkry orders, we failed thence 
with a favourable gale, and fome mifts arifing, to* 
tally impeded' the £tigli(h frigates fronr di&overing 
our fleet. We ileered our courfe as near as we 
iconid to the co^ of France, for fear of the enemy. 

As we failed along, we met a yeflel of Oftend, 
who complsuned to oUr admiral, that a French pii- 
irateer had robbed him that very morning ; where- 
upon we endeavoured to purfue the faid pirate ; but 
our labour was in vain, not being able to overtake 
him. 

Otrr fleet, as we failed, caufed no fmali fears and 
alarms to the inhabitants of the coaft of France, thefe 
judging us to be Englifh, and that we fought fome 
convenient place for landing. To allay thdr fright, 
webung put our colours, but they would not tnift us. 
A 4 After 
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After this we came to ah anchor in the bay of Con- 
quet in Britany, near Ufliant, there to take in wa- 
ter. Having ftored ourfelves with freih provifions 
here, we prdfecuted our voyage, deiigning to pafs 
by the Rasof Fontenau, and not expofe ourfelves to 
the Sorliogiies, fearing the Englifh that were cruif- 
ing thereabouts. This river Ras is of a current 
very firbng and rapid, which rolling ovei' many 
rocks,;-idifgorges itfelf into the fea on the coaft of 
Franct^; in 48 deg. 10 min. latitude ; fo that this 
paffage is very dangerous, all the rocks, as yet, 
being not thoroughly known. 
'[ Here I (hall mention the ceremony, which, at 
this paflage, and fome other places, is ufed by the 
mariners, and by them called baptifm, though it 
may feem little to our purpofe. The mafter's mate 
cloathed himfelf with a ridiculous fort of garment 
that reached to his /eet,' and on his head he put a 
fuitable icapi made very' burlefque; in his right hand 
he had a. naked .wooden fword, and in his left .a 
potfullof ink ; bis^face was horribly blacked with 
foot,: and his nepfc adorned with'a collar of many 
little pieces of wood: thus apparelled, he com- 
manded every one to be called who had never pafled 
through that dangerous place before; and then 
caufiog them to kneel down, he made the fign of 
the crofs on their foreheads with ink, and gave 
every one a Aroke on the ftiould^rs with his wooden 
fword : mean while the.ftanders-by caft a bucket of 
water upon each man*s head, and fo ended the cere- 
mony : but diat done, each of the baptized mud 
give a bottle of brandy, placing it nigh the main- 
maft, without fpeaking a word, even thofe who 
have no fuch liquor not being excufed. If the vef- 
fel never pafled that way before, the captain is ob- 
liged to diftribute fome wine among the mariners 
aad paflengers ; but as for other gifts which the 

newly- 
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• newly-baptized frequently offer, they are divided 
among the old feamen, and of them they make % 
banquet among themfelves. 

The Hollanders, likewife, not only at this paf* 
fage, but alfo at the rocks called Berlingues, nfgh 
the coaft of Portugal, in 39 deg. 40 min. (being a 
paflage ver^ dangerous, efpecially by night, Avhen, 
in the dark, the rocks are not dlftinguMhable, the 
land being very high) they ufefomcfuch ceremony; 
but their manner of baptizing is very diiFerent from 
that of the French, for he that is to be baptized is faf- 
tencd, and hoifled up thrice at the main-yard's end, 
as if he were a criminal. If he be hoifled the fourth 
time, in the name of the Prince of Orange, or of 
the captain of the veflel, his honour is more thai> 
ordinary. Thus every one is dipped feveral times 
in the main ocean, but he that is dipped firft has 
the honour of being fainted with a gun. Such as 
are not willing to fall muft pay twelve pence f^r 
ranfom; if he be an officer, two (liillings ; and if 
a paflenger, at their own pleafure. If the (hip ne- 
ver pn/Ttd that way before, the captain- is tso give a 
fmall rundlet of wine, which if he denies, the ma- 
riners may cut off the flem of the ve^feL AU the 
profit accruing by this ceremony is kept by the 
mafter's mate, who, after reaching their porr„ 
ufually lays it out in wine, which is di*ank amongit 
the ancient Jeamen. Some fay this ceremony was 
ioftituted by the Emperor Cl>arlea V, though it is 
not amongft.his laws. But here \> leave th^fe fea- 
cuftoms, and return to o\|r voyage,. . 

Having pftfTed the Ras, we had i«ery good wea- 
ther till we came to Cape Finis Terrsc ; here a fud- 
den tempeft furprized us, and feparated our /hlp^ 
from the refk that were In our company. This* 
ilorm continued eight days/in which tim^ it would 
mcne cOr\ij)ajfl[i(;^ft lo.fe^. howj^fejcaUly tl^e pafleiv 
A 5 gers 
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gers were tumbled to and fro on all fides of the 
ihip, infomuch that the manners, in the perform* 
ance of their duty» were compelled to tread upon 
them. This boiilerous weather being over, we 
had very favourable gales again, till we came to the 
tropic of Cancer. This tropic is an imaginary 
circle, which aftronomers have invented in the hea- 
vens, limiting the progrefs of the fun towards the 
north pole : it is placed In the latitude of 23 deg. 
30 min. Here we were baptized a fecond time, as 
before. The French always perform this ceremony 
at the tropic of Cancer, as alfo under the tropic 
of Capricorn. In this part of the world we bad 
very favourable weather, at which we were very 
glad, becaufe of our great want of water ; for that 
element was fo fcarce with ns, that we were ftioted 
to two half pints a- man every day. 

About ^he latitude of Barbadoes we met an Eog- 
lifti frigate, or privateer, who firft began 'to give us 
chafe, but finding hcrfelf not to exceed us in force, 
prefently got away : hereupon we purfued her, 
. firing feveral guns, eight pounders at her ; but at 
length (be efcaped, and we returned to our courfe. 
Soon after we came within /ight of Martinico. We 
were bent to the coaft of the ifle of St. Peter, but 
were fruftratcd by a ilorm which took us here- 
abouts : hence we refoived to fteer to Guadalupe, 
J ret we could not reach this ifland, by reafon of the 
aid ftorm ; fo that we dire^ed our courfe to the ifle 
of Tortuga, "being the very fame land we were 
bound to. We pafled along the coaft of Punta 
ilica, which is extremely agreeable and delightful 
to the fight, being adorned with beautiful woods, 
even to the tops of the mountains. Then we dif- 
covered Hifpaniola (of which I (hall give a defcrip- 
tion) and we coafted about it till we came to Tor- 
tuga^ onr defired port. Here we anchored, July 7 th, 

ia 
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la the fame year, not having loft one man in the 
voyage. We landed the goods that belonged to the 
Weft-India Company, and foon after the ftiip wag» 
lent to Calde Sac with fome pailengert; 

CHAP. II. 

A Defiription of Tortuga, and of the^frtiiis and 
planU there. How the French firjl fettled there^ 
at two fever al times ^ and forced out the Spa- 
niards. The author twice fold in thefaid ijland*. 

'T* H E ifland of Tortuga is (ituate on the nortft- 
-*- fide of Hifpaniola, in 20 deg. 30 roin. latit- 
tude; its jnft extent is threefcore leagues about. 
The Spaniards^ who gave name to this ifland, 
called it fo from the (hape of the land, in fbme man-- 
ner.refembling a great fea-tortoife, called by them 
T Of tuga-dc-mar. The country is very mountain- 
ous, and foil of rocks, and yet thick of lofty trees, 
that grow upon the hardeft of thofe rocks, without 
partaking of a.fofier foil : hence it comes that their 
roots, for the greateft part^ are feen naked, entangled' 
among the rocks like the branching of ivy againft 
our wall». That parr of this ifland which ftretche»^ 
to the north is totally uninhalnted : the reafon is^^ 
firft, becaufe it is incommodious and unhealthy ;; 
and fecondly, for the ruggednefs of the coaft, that 
gives no accefs to the Chore, nnlefs among rocks,. 
ialmoft inacceflible. For this caufe it is peoplec^ 
only on the fouth part, which hath only one por^ 
indifferently good : yet this harbour has two entries^ 
or cbannds, which afford pafFage to fhips of 70^ 
guns J the port itfclf being without danger, and 
capable of receiving a great number of veflcls. The 
inhabited parts, of which the firft is called the Low 
Lands, or Low Country ; this is the chief among 
A 6 the 
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tli€ reft, becaufe it contains the- port aforefaid: the 
town is called Cayona, and here live the chiefefc 
and richeft planters of the illand. The fccond part 
is called the Middle Plantation ; its foil is yet almoft 
new, being only known to be good for tobacco. 
The third is named Ringol:, and is fituate towards 
the weft part of the iflmd. The fourth, and laft, 
is called the Mountain, in which place were made 
the firft plantations upon this ifland. 

As to the wood that grows here, we have alrea- 
dy faid, that the trees are exceeding tall, and pleaf-, 
ing to the fight ; whence no man will doubt but 
ihey may be applied to feveral ufes : fuch is the 
Yellow Saunder, which by the inhabitants is called 
Bois de Chandel, or, in Englifh, Candle-wood, be- 
caufe it burns like a candle, and ferves them with 
light while they filh by night. Here grows, alfo. 
Lignum Sandlum, or Guaiacum : its virtues are very 
well known, more efpecially to thofc who obferyc 
not the feventh commandment, and are given to im- 
pure copulations ; phyficians drawing hence, in fe- 
veral conipofitions, the greateft antidote for vene- 
real difeafes, as alfo for cold and vifcous humours. 
The trees, ,Iikewife, which afford Gummi Elemi, 
grow here in great abundance, as doth Radij^ 
Chinae, or China-root ; yet this is not fo good as . 
that of other parts of the weflern world. It is very 
white and foft, and ferves for pleafant food to the 
wild boars, when they can find nothing elfe. This 
ifland, alfo, is not deficient in Aloes, nor aii infinite 
number of the otlier medicinal herbs, which may 
pleafe the curiofity of fuch as are given to their con- 
templation : moreover, for building of (hips, or any 
other fort of architefture, here are found feveral 
forts of timber. The fruits, likewife, which grow 
here abundantly, are nothing inferior, in quantity 
er quality, to what other iflands producc.^ I ,fha]l 

nama 
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name only fome of the moft ordinary and common ; 
fuch are Magniot, Potatoes, Abajou apples, Yan- 
nas, Bacones, Paquays, Carofoles, Mamayns, Anna- 
nanes, and divers other forts, which I omit to fp> 
cify. Here grojy/, likewife, in great numbers, thofe 
trees called Palmitoes, or Palmites, whence is 
(Jrawn a certain juice, which ferves the inhabitants 
inftead of wine, and whofe leaves cover their houfcs 
inftead of tiles. 

In this ifland aboundeth, alfo, the wild boar : 
the governor hath prohibited the hunting of them 
•Vli dogs, fearing left the ifland being but fmalV, 
tne whole race of them, in a ftiort time, (liould be 
deftroyed. The reafon why he thought convenient 
to preferve thefe wild beafts, was, that in cafe of 
any invafion, the inhabitants might fuftain them- 
felves with their food, efpecially were they once 
confl:rained to retire to the woods and mountains. 
Yet this fort of game is almoft impeded by itfelf, by 
reafon of the many rocks^and precipices, which, for 
the greateft part, are covered with little flirubs, 
very green and thick ; whence the huntfmen have 
oftentimes fallen, and left us the fad remembrance 
of many a memorable difafter. 

At a certain tipae of the year there refort to Tor- 
tuga large flocks of wild pigeons, and then the m- 
habitants feed on them very plentifully, having more , 
thaa they can confume, and leaving totally to their 
repofe all other forts of fpwl, both wild and tame, 
tha^t fo, in the abfence of the pigeons, thefe may 
fupply their place. But as nothing in the uni- 
verfe, though never fo pleafant, can be found, but 
what hath fomethingof bitternefs with it, the very 
fymbol of this truth we fee in the aforefaid pigeons ; • 
for thefe, the feafon being part, can fcarce be 
touched with the tongue, they become fo extremely 
lean, and bitter even to admiration : the reafo;* 
. ' ^ of 
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of this bitternefs is attributed to a certain feed 
vhich they cat about that time, eveQ as bitter as galL 
About the fea-diores, every where, are found great 
multitudes of crabs, both of land and fea, and both 
forts very big. Thefe are good to feed fervants and 
flaves, whofe palates they pleafe, but are very hurl> 
ful to the fight : befides, being eaten too often» 
they caufe great giddinefs in the head, with much 
■weaknefs of the brain ; fo that very frequently they 
are deprived of fight for a quarter of an hour. 

The French having fettled in the ifle of St. Chrif- 
topher, planted there a fort of trees, of which, at 
prefent, there poffibly may be greater quantities; 
with the timber whereof they made long- boats and 
hoys, which they fent thence weft ward, well'man- 
Bed and viftualled, to difcover other iflands. Thefc 
fetting fail frcmi St. Chriftopher, came within fight 
of Hifpaniola, where they arrived with abundance 
of joy. Having landed, they marched into the 
country, where they found large quantities of 
cattle, fuch as cows, bulls, horfes, and wild boars ; 
but finding no great profit in thefe animals, unlefs 
they could inclofe them, and knowing, likewife, 
the ifland to be pretty well peopled by the Spaniards, 
they thought it convenient to enter upon and feize 
the iQand of Tortuga. This they performed with- 
out any difficulty, there being upon the idand no 
more than ten or twelve Spaniards to guard it.. 
Thefe few men let the French come in peaceably^ 
and podefs the ifland for fix months, without any 
trouble. Mean while they palled and repafled with 
their canoes, to Hifpaniola, from whence they 
tranfported many people, and at laft began to plant 
the whole, ifland of Twtuga. The few Spaniards 
remaining there, perceiving the French to increafe 
th^ number daily, began at laft to repine at their 
profperity, and grudge them the pof&ifiaa : hence 
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they gave notice to others of their oationi their 
neighbours, who feat feveral boats well armed and 
maaned to difpoflefs the French. This expeditfbn 
fncceeded according to their deiires ; for the new 
pofleflbrs feeing the great number of Spaniards, 
fled with all they had to the woods, and hence, 
by nlsht, they wafted over with canoes to the illand 
of Hiipaniola: this they the more eafily performed, 
having no women or children with them^ nor any 
great fubflance to carry away. Here they alfo retire 
into the woods, both to feek for food, and fronv. 
thence with fecrcfy, to give intelligence to others 
of their own faAion ; judging for certain that within 
a little while they /houid be in a capacity to hinder 
the Spaniards from fortifying in Tortuga. 

Mean while the Spaniards of the great iflandceafed 
not to feek after their new guefts, the French, ^th 
intent to root them out of the woods, if poffible, or 
caufe them to peri(h with hunger; but this defign 
foon failed, having found that the French were 
jnafters both of good guns, powder, and bullets. Here, 
therefore, the fugitives waited for a certain oppor- 
tunity, wherein they knew the Spaniards were to 
come from Tortuga with arms, and a great number of 
men, to join with thofe of the greater ifland, for their 
deftruftion : when this occafion offered, they, in 
the mean while, deferting the woods where they were, 
returned to Tortuga, and dtfpoflefled the fmaU num- 
ber of Spaniards that remained at home. Having (o 
done, they fortified themfelves the beft they could, 
thereby to prevent the return of the Spaniards, In 
cafe they ihould attempt it. Moreover, they fcnt 
immediately to the governor of St. Chriftopher's, 
craving his aid and relief, and demanding of him 
a governor, the better to be united among them- 
selves, and Arengthened on all occafions. The 
governor of St. Cbriflopher*s received their petition 

with 
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with much faiisfaftion, and, 'without delay, fent 
monfieur le Pafleur to them in quality of a governor, 
together with a fhip full of men, and aH neceflaries 
for their eflabiiflimcnt and defence. No fooner had 
they received this recruit, but the governor com- 
manded a fortrefa to be built upon the top of a high 
rock, from whence he could hinder the entrance of 
any (hips, or other veflels, to the port. To this 
fort no other accefs could be had, than by almofl: 
climbing through a very narrow paflfage, that was 
capable only of receiving two perfons at once, and 
thofe not without difficulty. In the middle of this 
.rock was a great cavity, which now ferves for a ftoro- 
. houfe ; befides here was great con venieocefor raifinga 
batterry. The fort being finiihed^ the governor 
commanded two guns to be mounted, which could 
not be done without great toil and labour ; as alfo, 
a houfe to be built within the furt, and aftenvards 
the narrow way, that led to the (aid fait, to be 
broken and demoliflied, leaving no other afcent 
thereto than by a ladder. Within the fort gufhcs 
out a plentiful fountain of pure fre(h water,, fuf- 
ficient to refrefli a garrifpnof a thoufand men. Be- 
iug pofTefTed of thefe conveniences, and the fecurity 
ihefe things might promife, the French began to peo- 
ple the ifland, and each of them tofeek their living, 
iome by hunting, others by planting tobacco, and 
others by cruizing and robbing on the coafls of 
.the Spanifh iflands ; which trade is continued by 
them to this day. • ', 

The Spaniards, notwichftancjing, oould not be- 
hold, but with jealous eyes, the daily increafe of 
the French in Tortuga, fearing left in time they 
might by them be difpoflefled alfo of Hifpanioku 
Thus taking an . opportunity when many pf the 
French were abroad at fea, and others employed ia 
hunting, with eight hundred men, jn feveraj canoes, 

they 
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they landed again in Tortuga, almoft without being 
perceived by the French ; but finding that the go- 
vernor had cut down many trees for the better difco- 
very of any enemy, in cafe of an aflhult, as alfo that 
nothing of confequence.could be done without great 
guns, they confnhed about the fitted placeforraifmga 
battery: this place was foon concluded to be the top 
-of a mountain which was in fight, feeing that from 
thence alone they could level their guns at the fort, 
which now lay open to them, fince the cutting down 
"of the ixttt by the new pofieffors. Hence they 
rdblved to open a way for the carriage of fome 
pieces of ordnance to the top. This mountain is 
fomewhat high, and the upper part thereof plain, 
from whence the whole ifland may be viewed : 
the fides thereof are very rugged, by reafon a great 
number of innacceffible rocks do furround it ; fo that 
the afcent was very difficult, and would always have 
been the fame, had not the Spaniards nndergonc 
the iHimenfe labour and toil of making the way be- 
•fore-toentioned, as I (hall* now relate. 

The Spaniards had with them many flaves and 
- Indians, labouring men, whom they call Matades, 
or, in Engliih, Half yellow Men ; thefe they ordered 
with iron tools to 3ig a way through the rocks. 
This they performed with the greateft fpeed ima- 
ginable, and throiagh this way, by the help of many 
ropes and pullies, they at Lift made fhift to get 
np^two pieces of ordnance, wherewith they made 
a battery next day, to play on the fort. Mean 
yrhile the French, knowing thefe defigns, prepared 
for a defence (while the Spaniards were bnfy abotit 
the battery) fending notice every where to their com- 
panions for help. Thus the hunters of the ifland 
all joined together, and with them all the pirates 
who where not already too far from home : thefe 
landed by night at Tortuga, left they (hould be feen 
by the Spaniards; and under the fame obfcurity of 

the 
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the oighty they all together, by a back ^vay, climbed 
the mountain vrhere the Spaniards were poftedt 
which they did the more eafily, being acquainted 
with thefe rocks. They came up at the very inftaut 
that the Spaniards, who were alx>ve, were prepar- 
ing to (hoot at the fort, not knowing in the leafl of 
their coming. Here they fet upon them at their 
-backs, with fuch fury, as forced the greateft part 
to precipitate themfelves from the top to the bot- 
tom, and daih their bodies in pieces : few or none 
dcaped ; for if any remained alive they were put to 
the fword. Some Spaniards did flill keep the boitOQi 
of the mountain ; but thefe bearing the (hrieks and 
cries of them that were kiUe4» and believiog fome 
tragical revolution to be abov^ fled immediately 
towards the fea, defpairing ever to regain the iflaod 
of Tortuga. . 

The governors of this iQand behaved themfeives 
<is proprietors and abfolute lords thereof, till 
^1664, when the Weft-India company of France 
took pofTefTion therecrf*, and fent thither for theic 
governor, monfieurOgeron. Thefe planted thecolony 
for themfeives by their factors and fcrvaats^ thiiiJir 
ing to drive fome confiderable trade from thence 
with the Spaniards, even as the Hollanders do from 
Cura9ao; but this defign did not anfwer : for with 
other nations they codd drive no trade« by reafoar 
they could not eftahlifli any fecure commmerce from 
the b^inning with their own; forafmuch as at 
the firft inftitatioa of this company in France, they 
agreed with the pirates, hunters, and planters, firft 
poflefTors of Tortuga, that thefe Ihould buy all their 
ncceflaries from the faid company upon truft. And 
though fihis agreement was put in execution, yet 
. the faftor of the company (bon after found diat 
they could not recover either monies or returns 
from thofe people, that they were conftrained ta 

bring 
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bring fome armed men into the ifland, in bdialf ef 
the company, to get in fome of their payments : hot 
neither this endeavour, nor any other, could pre- 
vail towards the fettling a fecond trade with thofe 
of the ifland. Hereupon the company recalled their 
faAors, giving them orders to fell all that was their 
own in the faid plantation, both the (ervants belongs 
ing to the company (which were fold fome for 
twenty, others for thirty pieces of eight) as alfo all 
other merchandizes and proprieties. And thus all 
their defigns fell to the ground. 

On this occafion I was alfo fold, beic^ a fervaat 
nnder the (aid company, in^ whofe fervice I left 
France: but iny fortune was very bad, for I fell 
into the hands of the moft crud and perfidious man 
that ever was bom, who was then governor, or 
rather lieutenant-tgeneral <^ that iiland. This man 
treated m^ with ^1 the bard juf^e imfigioable, yea, 
with that of hunger, with which I thot^bt I (bould 
have peri(hed ioeyit^l^ly: witbal, he was will* 
ing to let me buy my freedom and liberty, but not 
under the r^ of 300 pieces of e'^bt; I not being 
mafter of one at a time in the world. At laft, through 
thfi manifold miferig; I epdure^f as alfo a^i^on 
of mind, I w^S' thrown into a dangerous ficknefs. 
This misibrbifle, ad4ed to the r^ was the cauTe 
of my bftppinctTs } for my wicked mafter, feeing my 
condition, began to fear left he Ihould lofe bis 
monies with my life ; hereupon l)e ibid me a fecoQd 
time to a furgeon for feventy pieces of eighth Be- 
iqg with this iecond mafler, J began foon to recover 
my health, through the gopd u&ge J r^ved, he 
being much more ^i^qiane and civil than my firft 
patron. I^ gave me both clothes and very {[ood 
food, and after I had ferved bioi bat one year, he 
ofTcred me my liberty^ with oqjy this condition^ 
that I fliould pay him 100 pieces of eight, when I 

was 
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was in a capacity fo to do. Which kind proppf*al 
of his I could not but accept with infinite joy awd 
gratitude. 

Being now at liberty, though like Adam when he 
was firft created, that -is, naked and deftitute of ail 
human neceflariies, tiot knowirfg how to get my liv- 
ing, I determined to enter into the order of the 

' pirates or robbers at fea : into thisr fociety I was 
received with common confent, both of ihe-fuperior 
and yulgar^fort,' where 1 continued till 1672, Ha- 
ving"affifted them in all their defigns and attempts, 

- and ferved them in many notable efxpldts*, of \vhich 
hereafter I (hall give the/reader a tnie-a<fc6unt,"I 
returned to my :own native couhtfy J Biit* before- 1 

' begin my relation, I Ihall fay fom^hirigof the iflahd 
Hifpaniola, which lies towards the weftern part of 
Ailierica, as* ialfo give iny reader a brief defcrip- 
tion thereof, according to my fledider 'ability aiid 
experience. \ ■ - ' ** . ' '"- '* 

; . .:: ;' c. HA. P. iii; ■ ^ :;. ; \ 

; \' ^ ' ^A d^cripitm of Hifpdniota* ' ' ^ \ 



J 
. t 

'X' H E large and rich ifland called Hifpaniola Is 
-*- fituatefrom 17 degrees to 19 degrees latitude; 
the circumference is 306 leagues ; the extent from 
eaft to weft 120 ; itsbrealli alrtioft 50, :being broa.- 
der or narrower at certain' placA. - Tnis'ifland was 
firft difcpvered by Ghriftopher Golumbus, anno 
• 1492 ; he' being fent for thfe purfK)fe by Ferdinand 
king of Spain; from which utneto this prefent, the 
Spaniards have been continually pioflefTors thereof. 
There are upon this iflaiid v^ry good and ftror^ 
dties, towns, and hamlets, as well as k great-number 
of pleafant country-houfes arid plantations, the ef- 
fefts of the cire and induftry of the Spaniards, its 
iDhabita6t5* * • - * 

The 
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•. The. chief c4ty and , metropolis hereof Is Santo 
T!)^bflniDgov being dedicated 10 St. Domiuick, from 
Avhoni it derives its name : it is fiiuate towards the 
fouth, and affords a moft excellent profpcft; the. 
country round about being erobellifhcd with innu- 
merable rich plantations, as alfo verdant meadows 
and fruitful gardens ; all , which produce plenty 
apd variety of excellent pleafant fruits, according to 
the nature of thofe countries. The governor of the- 
ffland refides in this city, which is, as it were, the 
ftorehoufe of all the cities, towns, and villages, 
which hence export and provide themfelves with all 
neceflaries for human life, and yet hath it this 
particularity, above many other cities, that it enter-, 
tains no commerce with any nation but its own, the 
Spaniards. The greateft part of the inhabitants 
are rich and fubflantial merchants or fhopkcepers. . 

Another city of this ifland is San Jago or St. 
James, being confecrated to that apoftle. This 
is an open place without walls or caftle, fituate in 
1*9 degrees latitude. The inhabitants are generally 
hunters and planters, the adjacent territory and foil' 
being very proper for the faid exercifcs ; the city is 
furrounded with large and delicious fields., as much" 
pleafing to the view as thofe of Santo Domingo; 
and thefe abound with beafts both wild and tame, 
yielding vaft numbers of fkins. and hides, very pro- 
fitable to the owners. 

In the fouth part of ,this Iflaod is another city,* 
called Nueftra Sennora de Alta Gracia.' This ter-. 
rjtory produces! great quantities of Cacao, whereof 
fhe inhabitants make gj;eat flqr9 of the richeA cho- 
colate: here grows alfo ginger and' tobacco, and 
much tallow is made of the beafts which are here- 
aTjouts hunted. 

The inhabitants of this beautiful ifland of Hif- 

paniola often jefort in their canoes tp t]ie ifle of 

' - - • Savbna/ 
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Savona, not far diftant, where is their chief 
fifliery, efpecially of tortoifes. Hither thofe fifli 
conftantly refort ia great multitudes at certain fea- 
(bns, there to lay their eggs, burying them in 
the fands of the (hole, where by the heat of the fun, 
which in thofe parts is very ardent, they are 
hatched. This ifland of Savona has little or no- 
thing that is worthy connderation, being fo very 
barren by rcafon of its fandy foil. True it is, that 
here grows fomefmall quantity of Lignum fanAum, 
or Gnaiacum, of whofe ufe we fay fomething in an« 
Other place. 

Weft ward of Santo Domingo is another great 
village called El Pueblo de Afo, or the town of 
Afo; the inhabitants thereof drive great traffick 
^ich thofe of another village, in the very middle of 
the ifland, and is called San Juan de Goave, or St. 
John of Goave. This is iavironed with a magnifi- 
cent profpeft of gardens, woods, and meadow^s. 
fts territory extends above twenty leagues in length, 
and grazes a great number of wild bulls and cows: 
in this village fcarce dwell any others than hunters 
and butchers, who flay the beafls that are killed!. 
I'hefe are for the moft part a mungrd fort of pe6* 
[rfc; fome of which are bom of white European peo* 
j^leand negroes, and called Mulatos : others ^Indians 
and white people, and termed Mefticos : but others 
come of negroes and Indians, and are called Alca- 
traces : befides which forts of people there are fe- 
deral other fpecies and races, both here and in other 
places of the Weft-Indies, of whom this account 
may be given, that the Spaniards love bettei" the 
negro women in thofe wefterrt parts, or the tawny 
Indian females, than their own white European 
race ; when as, peradventnre, the negroes and In- 
diians have greater inclinatiotis to the white women, 
or thofe that conic nekr tbto, the tawny, than 

their 
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their own. From the faid villages are exported 
yearly vaft quantities of tallow aqd hides^ they ex« 
ercUiog no other traffick : for as to the lands ia 
this place, they are not cultivatedi by reafon of 
the exceffive drinefs of the foil. Thefe are the 
chtefeft places that the Spaniards podefs in this 
iflandy from the cape of Lobos towards St. John 
de Goave, unto the cape of Samana nigh the fea, 
on the north fide, and from the eaftern part to- 
wards the fea, called Punta de Efpada. AU the 
reft of the ifland is poflTeded by die French, who 
iU-e alfo planters and hunters. 

This ifland hath very good ports for (hips from 
the cape of Lobos to the cape of Tiburon, on the 
weft fide thereof. In this fpace there are no lefs 
than four ports, exceeding in goodnefs, largenefs, 
and fecurity, even ^he very beft of England. Be- 
fides thefe, from the cape of Tiburon to the cape 
of Donna Maria, there are two very excellent ports^ 
and from this cape to the cape of St. Nicholas, 
there are no lefs than twelve others. Every one of 
thefe ports hath alfo the confluence of two or three 
good rivers, in which are great plenty of fevcrat 
forts of fifti very pleafing to the palate. The coun- 
try hereabouts is well watered with large hnd deep 
rivers and brooks, fo that this part of the land may 
eafily be cultivated without any great fear of 
droughts, becaufe of thefe excellent ftreams. Th^ 
fea-coafts and fhores are alfo very pleafant, to which 
the tortoifes refort in large numbers to lay their 
^gs. This illand was formerly very well peopled 
Oq the north fide, with many towns and villages ; 
but thefe being rained by the Hollanders were 
at laft, for the grcateft part, defertcd by the 
Spaniards. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P IV. 

Of the fruit Sf trees ^ and animakof Hifpaniola^ 

TH E fpacious fields of this ifland commonly 
are five or fix leagues in length, the beauty 
"Whereof is fo pleafing to the eye, that, together' 
with the great variety of their na-tural produftions, 
tiey captivate the fenfes of the beholder. For here at 
once, they not only with diver fity of objefts reecrate 
the fight, but with many of the fame do alfo 
pleafe the fmell, arid with moft contribute delights 
to the tafte ; alfo they flatter and excite the appetite' 
efpecially with the multitudes of oranges and le- 
mons here growing, both fwect and four, and thofe 
that participate of both tailes, and are only plea- ' 
fantly tartifti. Befides, here abundantly grow fe- 
veral forts of fruit, fuch are tBitrons, Toronjas,' 
and Limas ; in Englifh not improperly called crab- " 
lemons. True it is that the kmons exceed not here 
the bignefs of an hen's egg, which fmallnefs dif- 
tinguifhes them from thofe of Spain moft frequently 
ufed in thefe our northern countries. The date- " 
trees, which here cover very fpacious plaiaj. are ex- 
ceeding tall; which notwithftanding doth nOTofFend ' 
but delight the view. Their height is from 1 50 ta 
200 feet, being deftitute of branches to the very 
top : within it is a certain pleafant white fubftance ' 
like that of white cabbage, ^whence the branches 
and leaves fprout, in which the feeds or dates are 
contained. Every month one of thofe branches falls, 
and at the lame time another .fprouts out ; but the 
feed ripens not but once a year. The dates are 
food extremely coveted by the hedge hogs ; the 
white fubftance at the top of the tree is ufed by the 
Spaniards as cabbage in Europe, they cutting it in 
flices, and boiling it in their ollas with all forts of 

meat. 
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meat. The leaves of this date-tree are feven or 
eight feet long, and three or four broad, being 
Tery fit to cover houfes ; for they defend from rain 
equally with the beft tiles, though never fo ruddy 
huddled together : they ufe them alfo to wrap op 
fmoked flefh, and to make buckets to carry water 
in, though not durable for above fix, feven, or 
eight days. Thefe cabbages, for fo we (hall call 
theni, are greenifh on the outfide, though inwardly 
very white, whence may be feparated a rind very 
like to parchment, being fit to write on as we do 
on paper. The bodies of thefe trees are of a huge 
thicknefs, which two men can hardly compafs with 
their arms, and yet they cannot properly be termed 
woody, but only three or four inches deep in thick- 
nefs, all the reft of the internal part being very foft ; 
fo that paring pfFthofe three or four inches of woody 
fubftance, the remaining part may be diced like new 
cheefe : they wound them three or four feet above 
the root, and making an incifion in the body, from 
thence gently diftils a liquor, which in a fhort time 
fermenting becomes as ftrong as the richeft wine, 
and which eafily inebriates, if not ufed with mo- 
deration. The French call thefe palm-trees Frank- 
Palms, and they only grow here or elfewhere in 
faltifli ground. 

Befides thefe palm-trees which wc have men- 
tioned, there are in Hifpaniola four other fpecies of 
palms, diftiuguifhed by the names of Latanier, 
Palma Efpinofa, "or prickle- palm, P;ilma a Cha- 
pelet, or Rofary Palm. The latanier palm is 
not fo tall as the wine-palm, but almoifl of the 
fame fliape, only the leaves are like the fans 
our women ufe : they grow moftly in gravelly 
and fandy ground, their circumference being of 
feven feet more or lefs. The body hath many 
prickles or thorns, half a foot loilg, very fliarp and 
pungent. It produces its feed like as that above- 
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mentioned, which ferves for food to the wild 
beafts. 

The piickle-palm, fo called, becaufe it is in- 
finitely full ot prickles from the root to the very 
leaves, much more than the precedent. With thefe 
prickles the barbarous Indians ufe to torment the 
prifoners they take in battle: they tie them to a 
tree, then taking thefe thorns, they put them into 
little pellets of cotton dipt in oil, and flick them into 
the fides of the miferable prifoners as thick as the 
briftles of a hedgehog, which caufe an incredible 
torment to the patient ; then they fet them on fire, 
and if the tormented prifoner fing in the midft of 
of his torments he is efteemed a courageous foldier, 
who neither fears his enemies nor their torments ; 
but if, on the contrary, he cries out, they efteem him 
a coward, and unworthy of any memory. This 
•cnftom was told me by an Indian, who faid he had 
ufed *his enemies thus oftentimes. The like cru- 
elties to thefe many Chriflians have feen while they 
lived among thofe barbarians. But returning to 
the prickle-palm, I ftiall only tell you, that this* 
palm-tree in this only differs from the latanier, that 
the leaves are like thofe of the frank palm ; its 
feed is like that of the other palm-trees, being only 
much bigger and rounder, and full of little kernels, 
as pleafing to the tafte as our walnuts in Europe. 
This tree grows for the moft part in the marfhes 
aad low grounds of the fea-coaft. 

The wine-palm is fo called frorti the abundance 
of win^ gathered from it. This palm grows in 
high and rocky moutitains, not exceeding the height 
of forty or llfiy feet, but yet of an extraordinary 
fliape or form : for, from the root up halfway, it 
is only three or four inches thick, but upwards 
fomething above two-thirds of its height ; it is as 
big and as thick as an ordinary bucket or milk- 
pall ; within it is full of a certain matter, very 
2 much 
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much like the tender ftalk of a white cabbage, 
whichris very juicy of a liquor very pleafing to the 
palate. This liquor after fermentation, and fettling 
of the grounds, becomes very good and clear wine, 
without any great pains ; for having wounded tho 
the tree with a hatchet, they make a fquare incifioa 
or orifice in it, through which they bruifc the faid 
matter, till it may be fqueezed out, or cxpreffed with 
the hands, they needing no other inftrument. 
With the leaves they make velFels, not only to fettle 
and purify the faid liquor, but aifo to driuk it. It 
bears its fruit like to other palms^ but very fxnall, 
being like cherries : the tafte is very good, but dan- 
gerous to the throat, caufing extreme pains, which 
produce malignant quinfies. 

The Palm a Chapelet, or Rofary Palm, fo called 
by the French and Spaniards, becaufe its feed is 
very fit to make rofaries or beads to fay prayers 
upon, they being fmall, hard, and eafily bored. 
This fourth fpecies grows on the tops of the hightfl 
mountains, and is of an exceflive tdlnefsj very 
ftraight, and hath very few leaves. 

Here grows aifo a certain fort of Apricot- trees, 
whofe fruit equals in bignefs that of our ordinary 
melpns : the colour is like afhes, and the tafte the 
very fame with that of ours in Europe; the ftones 
of this fruit are as big as a hen's egg. On thefc 
the wild boars feed very dclicioufly, and fatten to 
admiration. 

The trees called Caremites are very like to our 
pear-trees, whofe fruits refemble our damafcene 
plums, or prunes of Europe, being of a very plea- 
lant and agreeable tafte : this fruit is black on the 
infide, and the kernels thereof, fometimes only two, 
fometimes three or four, as big as a lupine. This 
plum affords no lefs plealiint food to the wil4 
B ^ boarsy 
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boars than the apricots above-mentioned, only it U 
not fo commonly found, nor in fach quantities. 

The Genipa-trees are all over this ifland, being 
like our cherry-trees, though the branches are more 
dilated : the fruit thereof is afh- coloured, as big as 
two fills, which is full of many prickles or points, 
involved under a thin membrane or fkin, which, if 
not taken away at the time of eating, caufes great 
obftruftions and gripings of the belly. Before this 
fruit grows ripe, if prefTed, it affords a juice as 
black as ink, being fit to write withal ^ but the let- 
ters difappear within nine days, the paper remain- 
ing as white as if it never had been written on. 
The wood of this tree is very ftrong, folid, and 
hard, good to build fhips, feeing it lafts many years 
in the water without putrefaftion. 

Befides thefe, divers other forts of trees are na; 
tives of this ifland, producing very excellent and 
pleafant fruits. " Of thefe I fhall omit to name feve- 
ral, knowing there are learned authors who have 
defcribed and fearched them with greater attention 
and curiofity ; but I fhall mention fome few more 
in partienlar : fuch are the Cedars, which this part 
of the world produces in prodigious quantities.: 
the French call them Acajou,- and they find them 
ufeful for building (hips and canoes. Thefe canoes 
are like little wherry-boats, being made of only one 
tree, hollowed, and fitted for the fea : they are fo 
fwift, that they may be well called Neptune's poft- 
horfes. The Indians make thefe canoes without 
any iron inflruments, by only burning the trees 
nigh the root, and then fo governing the fire, as 
nothing is burnt more than what they would have. 
Some have hatchets of flint, with which they fcrape 
or pare off whatfoever was burnt 'too far; and thus 
by fire only they give them that fliape which ren- 
ders 
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\ Ars them capable of navigating 60 or 80 leagues 
with ordinary fecurity. 

I As to medicinal produftions, here is to be foutwl 

the tree that affords the Gum Elemi ufed in our 
apothecaries (hops ; likewifeGuaiacum, or Lignum 
Sanftum, Lignum Aloes, Aloe Wood, CafTia Lig- 
nea, China Roots, with feveral others. The tree 
Mapou, befides that it is medicinal, is alfo ufed for 
making canoes, being very thick ; yet it is much 
inferior to the Acajou, or Cedar, being fomewhat 
fpongy, fucking in much water, which renders it 
dangerous in navigation. The tree called A coma 
hath its wood very hard and heavy, and of the 
•colour of palm, which renders it very fit to make 
oars for the fugar- mills. Here are alfo, in great 
- quantities, Brafikte, or Brafilwood, and that which 
the Spaniards call Manchanilla, 

Brafil wood is now very well known in Holland 
and the Low Countries ; it is called alfo by the 
Spaniards, Lenna de Peje palo; it ferves only, or 
chiefly, for the trade of dyers : it grows abun- 
dantly along the fea-coafts, efpecially in two places, 
called Jacmel and Jaquina. Thefe are two com- 
modious ports or bays, capable of receiving (hips 
.of the greateft bulk. 

The tree called Manchanilla, or Dwarfapple- 
trce, grows rtear the fea-fhore, bdng naturally fo 
k>w^' that its branches, though never fo (hort, al- 
ways touch the water : it bears a fruit fomewhat 
like a fweet-fcented apple, which yet is of a very 
venomous quality ; for thefe apples being eaten by 
any perfon, he inftantly changes colour, and fuch 
a thirft feizes him, as all the water of the Thames 
cannot qmencb, he dying raving mad within a little 
•while. But what is more ftrange, the fifh that eat, 
as it often happens, of this fruit, are alfo poifon- 
00s. This tree afibrds a liquor thick, and white, 
B s likr 
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like the fig- tree, which, if touched by the hand, 
raifes blifters, and thefe are as red as if it had 
"beec fcalded. Ofie day, being hugely tormented 
vith mofquitos or gnats, and being as yet unac- 
quainted with the nature of this tree, I cut a 
branch to ferve nje for a fan , but all my face was 
fwelled the next day, and filled with blifters, as if 
it were burnt, to iuch a degree, that I was blind 
for three days. 

Yaco is another fort of tree, fo called by the Spa- 
niards, growing by the river fides. This bears a 
fruit like our bullace or damfon-plums, which, 
when ripe, is extremely coveted by the wild boar$, 
with which tliey fatten as much as our hogs do 
Nvith the fweeteft acorns of Spain. Thefe trees 
love a fandy ground, yet are fo low, that their 
branches being very large, they take up a great cir- 
cumference, almoft couching en the ground. The 
trees named Abelcofes bear fruit of like colour with 
the Yacoes above-mentioned, of the bignefs of me- 
lons, the feeds or kernels being as big as eggs. 
The fobftance of this finiit is yellow, and of a 
pleafant tafte, which the pooreft among the French 
eat inftead of bread, the wild boars not caridg at 
all for it. Thefe trees, grow very tali and thick, 
being fomewhat like our largeft pear-trees. 

As to the infefts of this ifland, I ihall only re- 
mark three forts of flies, which cxceffively torment 
all human bodies, but efpecially fuch as were never 
or but little acquainted with thefe countries. The 
lirft fort ate as big as our common horfc-flies in 
Europe, and thefe darting themfelves upon mens 
bodies^ there ftick, and fuck their blood, till they 
can fly no tongcr. Their importunity ohjiges to 
make almoft continual ufe of branches of trees to 
fan them away. The Spaniards in tbofc parts call 
th^m Jdpfquico$ qr gnats \ hvx the Erench . call 

tbeai 
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tfiem Maranguines. The fecond fort is no bigger 
than a grain of fand ; thefe make no buzzing Doiiby 
as the preceding fpecics do, fo arc lefs avoidable,. 
being able alfo, through their fmallnefs, to pene- 
trate the fineft linen or cloth. The hunters are 
forced to anoint their faces with hog's greafe, to 
defend themfelves from their flings; by night, in 
their huts or cottages, they conllantly burn the 
leaves of tobacco, without which fmoke they could 
not reft* True it is, in the day-time they are noC 
very troublefome, in cafe any wind be ftirring, for 
this, though never fo little, diffipatcs them. The 
gnats of the third fpccies exceed not the bignefs of 
a grain of mufiard ; their colour is red ; thefe fting 
Dot at all, but bite fo fharply, ^s to create little 
ulcers; whence it often happens that the face 
fwells, and is rendered frightful to the view. Thefe 
are chiefly troublefome by day, even from morning 
till fun-fet, after which they take their reft, and 
permit human bodies to do fo. The Spaniards. c^U 
thefe Rojados, and the French Calarodes. 

The.infedls which the Spaniards call Cochinillas, 
and the Englifh glow-worms, are alfo tobefoundi' 
here. Thefe are very much like thofe of Europe; 
but fomewhat bigger, and longer : they have two 
little fpecks on their heads, which by night give fo 
much light, that three or four of them together 
upon a tree feem at a diftance like a bright (hining 
fire. I, had once three of thefe Cochinillas in my 
cottage, which continued there till pail midnight, 
ihining fo brightly, that without any other light, I 
could eafily read in any book, of never fo fmall a 
prints I attempted to bring fome of them to Eu- 
rope, but as foon as they came into a colder cli- 
mate they died : they loift alfo their (hining, upon 
the change of air, be&xt their deaths* This fhining 
B 4. i*^ 
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is fo great, that the Spaniards, with great reafon, 
call them Mofcas de fuego, that is, Fire-flies. 

There are alfo in Hifpaniola a great number of 
Grillones, or crickets : thefe are of an extraordinary 
magnitude, if compared to ours, and fo noify, that 
they are ready to burfl themfelves with finging, if any 
perfon comes near them. Here is not a lefs number of 
reptiles, as ferpents, 8>cc. but by a particular provi- 
dence of the Creator, thefe have no poifon, neither 
do they any other harm than catch fowls, but more 
efpecinlly pullets, pigeons, and the like. . Often- 
times thefe ferpents or fnakes are ufeful in houfes, 
to clear them of rats and mice ; for with great cun- 
ning they counterfeit their (hrieks, and hereby de- 
ceive and catch them at their pleafure:^ having 
taken them, they only fuck their blood at firft, 
then throwing away the guts, they fwallow almoft 
entire the reft of the body, which they readily di- 
geft into foft excrements. Another fort of reptiles 
of this ifland is called Cazadores de Mofcas, ot 
Fly-catchers. This name was given to this rep- 
tile by the Spaniards, by reafon they never could 
experiment that it lived upon any other food ihaa 
flies. Hence it cannot be faid that this creature 
caufes any harm to the inhabitants, but rather bene- 
fit, feeing it confumes the vexatious and trouble- 
fome flies. 

Here are alfo many land- tor toi fes ; thefe breed 
moftly in mud, and fields overflowed with water. 
The inhabitants eat them as very good food. But 
here are a fort of very hideous fpiders ; thefe are as 
big as an ordinary egg, and their feet as long as 
thofe of the biggeft fea-crabs : they are very hairy 
withal, and have four black teeth, like a rabbit's 
both in bignefs and fliape ; but their bitings are not 
venomous, though they can bite very fliarp, and do 
very commonly. They breed moftly in the rooft 

of 
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©f houfes. In this idand alfo is the infeft called 
m L^tin Millepes, and in Greek Scolopendria, 
Many-feet; and likewife Scorpions: yet by tha 
providence of nature, neither the one nor the other 
are poifonous ; for though they often bite,, yet the 
wounds require not any medican^nt for their cure; 
and thoygh their bicings ciaufe fomeinflUmniationand 
fwelling at firft, yet thefe fymptoms difappear of 
their own accord. Thus m Hiipaniola no venom- 
ous animal is found; 

After the infefts, I fhall fay fomething of that 
terrible beaft called Cayman : this is a fpecies of 
tbe crocodile, wherewith this iflaud abounds. 
Among thefe Caymans, fome are found to be very 
* large, and horrible to the fight; fome have been* 
fcen no lefs than feventy feet long, and twelve broad ; 
yet more marvellous than their bulk is their cun- 
ning and fubtlety : being hungry, they place them*- 
felves nigh the fides of rivers, efpeciallyat the fords 
where cattle come to drink, or wade over ; here 
they lie without any motion, refembling an old. tree 
fallen into ihz river, floating upon the water*;^ yet 
they go not far from, the banka^ but continually 
lurch in the fame place, till fome wild boar or 
cow come to drink, or refrefh themfelves ; and' 
then, with great aftivity, they feize on them with: 
no lefs iiercenefs, and dragging the prey into the 
water, flifle it : but wloat is more admirable, is-, 
that three or four days 4Defore the Caymans goupon. 
this defign, they eat nothing at all, but diving inta 
the river, they fwallow a hundred weight or twO' 
of ftones ;. witlv thefe they rendei* themfelves hea- 
vier than bviifore, and add to- tlieir natural ftrength. 
(which is Tery great) thereby to make their aflaulc 
the more terrible and fecure. The prey thus ftifled;. 
they let it lie four or five days under water untouch- 
ed, for they cannot eat the letill bit unlefs i| is half 
B 5 rotten.^ 
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rotten ; but when it is fo much putrefied as is moft 
pleafbg to their palates, they devour it with great 
appetite and Toracity. If they can light on any 
hides of beafts, placed by the inhabitants in the 
fields for drying, they ilrag them into the water,, 
leaving them for fome days, well loaded with 
ftones, till the hair falls off; then they eat them 
with no lefs appetite than they would the animals 
themfelves. I have feen myfelf, many times, like 
things to thefe I write : but befide my own expe- 
rience, many writers of natural things have made 
entire treatifes of thefe animals, defcribing their 
fliape, magnitude, voracity, and other qualities. A 
certain perfon of good credit told me, that one day 
he was by a river fide waihing his baraca, or tent r 
as foon as -he began his work, a Cayman fadened 
upon the tent, and dragged it under water : the 
man, defirous to fave his tent, pulled, on the con- 
trary, with all his ftrength, having in his mouth a 
butcher's knife (with which, as it happened, he 
was fcraping the canvas) to defend himfelf, in cafe 
of neceflity. The Cayman, angry at this, vaulted 
upon him out of the river, and drew him with 
great celerity into the water, endeavouring with his 
weight K) ftifle him. Hfe finding himlSf in the 
greateft extremity, almoft crufhed to death by that 

.4iuge aniiiiia], with his knife he gave the Cayman 
feveral wounds in the belly, with which he fud- 
denly expired. Being thus delivered from danger, 
he drew the Cayman out of the water, and opened 
the body, to fatisfy his curiofity : in his ftomach 
he found near a hundred weight of flones, each 

^one being almolt as big as his fift. 

The Caymans are ordinarily bufied in catching 
(lies, which they eagerly devour : the occafion is, 
becaufe clofe to their (kin they have little fcales, 
Vhicb hs^yt a fweet fcent, fomewhat like muik : 

this 
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this aromatic odour the flies love, and here they 
come to repofe themfelves, and fting ; thus they 
both perfecute each other continually, v^ith an in-- 
credibie hatred and antipathy. Their 'manner of • 
procreating and hatching their young is' thus : they 
approach the (andy banks of fome river expofed to 
the fouth fun ; among thcfe fands they lay their 
eggs, which afterwards they cover with their feet ; 
and here they find a young generation hatched only 
by the heat of the fun. Thefe, as foon as they are 
out of the (hell, by natural infUnft run to the wa* 
ter. Many times thefe eggs are dcftroyed by birds, 
that find them as they fcrape among the fands : 
hereupon the female Caymans, when they fear th« 
coming of any flocks of birds, oftentimes by night 
fwallow thefe their eggs, and keep them in their 
flomachs tilithe danger is over, ahd then they bury 
them agaip, and, as I have told you, bring them 
forth again out of their bellies, till the teafon is 
come of their being hatched ; then, if the mother 
be nigh, thiey run to her, and pkiy with her, as^ 
little whelps do with their dams, Iri this fort of 
fport they will often run in and but of their mo- 
ther's belly, even as rabbits into theif holes. I my* 
felf have often fpied them thus at play with their 
dams, over the water, \ipon the contrary banks of 
fome river, and have difturbed tbeir fport, by 
throwing a ftone that way, caufing them on a fud- 
den to creep into the mother's bowels for fear. 
The manner of procreating of thefe animals is 
always fuch as I have related, and at the ftme time- 
of the year ; for they meddle not with one another 
but in May. They call them in this country Cro- 
codiles, though in other places of the Welt-iiJies 
they go under the name of Caymans. 

B 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Of all the forts of quadrupedes and birds of this 
ijland : as alfo a relation of the French bucaniers^ 



B 



Efide the fruits which this inand produces, whofe 
plenty, as is faid, furpaifles all the iflands of 
America ; it abounds alfo with all forts of quadru- 
pedes, as horfes, bulls, cows, wild boars, and 
others, very ufeful to mankind, not only for food, 
but for cultivating the ground, and the manage- 
ment of commerce. 

Here are vaft numbers of wild dogs ; thefe de- 
flroy yearly many cattle : for no fooner hath a cow 
calved, or a maire foaled, but thefe wild maftiflfs 
devour the young, if they find not refiftance from 
keepers, and domeftic dogs. They run up and down 
the woods and fields, commonly fifty, threefcore^ 
or more together, being withal fo fierce, that they 
will often affault an entire herd of wild boars, not 
ceafing to worry them till they have fetched down 
two or three. One day a French bucanier fhewed 
me a ftrange aftion of this kind : being in the fields 
a hunting together, we heard a great noife of dogs^ 
which had furrounded a wild boar : having tame 
dogs with us, we left them to the cuftody of our 
fervants, being defirous to fee the fport. Hence 
my companion and I climbed up two feveral trees, 
both for fecurity and profpeft. The wild boar, all 
alone, flood againft a tree, defending himfelf with 
his tuflcs from a great number of dogs that inclo* 
fed him, killed with his teeth, and wounded feve- 
ral of them. This bloody fight continued about aa 
hour, the wild boar, mean while, attempting ma.- 
ny times to efcape ; at laft flying, one dog leap- 
ing upon his back| fafleaed on his tefltcles, which 

at 
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at one pull he tore in pieces. The reft of the dogs, 
perceiving the courage of their companion, faftened 
likewife on the boar, and prefently killed hinu 
This done, all of them, the firft only excepted, laid 
themfelves down upon the ground about the prey, 
and there peaceably cootinued, till he, the firft and 
moft courageous of the troop, had eat as much as 
he could : when this dog had left off, all the reft 
fell in to take their (hare, till nothing was left. 
What ought we to infer from this notable aflion^ 
performed by wild animals, but this, that even 
beafts themfelves are not defiitute of knowledge, 
and that they gire us documents how to honouf 
fuch as have defervcd well ; even fince thefe irra- 
tional animals did reverence and refpe£l him that ^ 
expofed his life to the greateft.daager againft the 
common enemy \ 

The governor of Tortuga, Mon/ieur Ogeron^ 
finding that the wild dogs killed fo many of the 
wild boars, that the hunters of that idaad had much 
ado to fiud any ; fearing left that common fufte- 
sance of the ifland ftiould fail, feat for a great quan- 
tity of poifon from France to deftroy the wild maf- 
tiffs : this was done anno 1 668, by commanding 
borfes to be killed, and empoifoned, and laid opea 
at certain places where the wild dogs ufed to rcfort. 
This being continued for fix months, there were 
killed an incredible number ; and yet all this could 
not exterminate and deftroy the race, ©r fcarca 
diminifh them, their number appearing almoft as 
large as before. Thefe wild dogs are eafily tamed 
among men, even as tame as ordinary houfe-dogs* 
The hunters of thofe parts, whenever they find a 
wild bitch with whelps, commonly take away the 
j;uppies, and bring them home ; which being growa 
up, rbey hunt much better, than other dogs. 

But 
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But here the corious reader may perhaps enquire - 
how fo many wild dogs came here. The occafion 
was, the Spaniards having poflTefled* thefe ides, 
found them peopled with Indians, a barbarous 
people, fenfuai and brutifh, hating all labour, and 
only inclined to killing, and making war againft 
their neighbours, not out of ambition, but only 
becaufe they agreed not with themfelvcs in fome com- 
mon terms of language, and perceiving the dominioa 
of the Spaniards laid great reftri6tions upon their lazy 
and brutifh cuftoms, they conceived an irreconcile- 
able hatred againft them ; but efpecially becaufe 
they faw them take pofTeflion of their kingdoms and 
dominions. Hereupon they made againft them all 
the refjftance they could, oppoting every where 
their defigns to the utmoft : and the Spaniards 
finding themfelves cruelly hated by the Indians, and 
no where fecure from their treacheries, refolved 
to extirpate and ruin them, fince they could neither 
tame them by civility, nor conquer them with the 
fword. But the Indians, it being their cuftom to 
make the woods their chief places of defence, at • 
prefect made thefe their refuge, whenever they fled 
from the Spaniard:?. Hereupon thofe firft conquer- 
ors of the new world made ufe of dogs to range and 
fearch the intricateft thickets of woods and forefts 
for thofe their implacable and unconquerable ene- 
mies ; thus they forced them to leave their old re- 
fuge, and fubmit to the fword, feeing no milder 
tifage would do it ; hereupon they killed fome of 
them, and quartering their bodies, phced them in 
the highways, th.it others might take warning froai 
fuch punifhment ; but this feverity proved of ill con-^ 
fequence,.for inftead of frighting them and reducing 
them to civility, they conceived fiich horror of the 
Spaniards, that they refolved to deteft and fly tbdr 
figlu for ever; hence the greateft part died in caves 
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and fubterranepas places of the woods and inoun^ 
tainsy In which places I myfelf have often feen great 
numbers of human bones.- The Spaniards finding 
no more Indians to appear about the woods, turned 
away a great number of dogs they had in their 
houfes, and they finding no mafters to keep them, 
betook themfelves to the woods and fields to hunt 
for food to preferve their lives ; thus by degrees 
they became unacquainted with houfes, and grew 
wild. This is the trueft account I can give of the 
multitudes of wild dogs in thefe parts. 

But befides thefe wild maftiffs, here are alfo great 
-numbers of wfld horfes every where all over the 
ifland : they are but low of fbtul-e, fliort bodied, 
with great heads, long necks, and big or thick 
legs ; in a word, they have nothing handfome in 
their (hape. They run up and down commonly in 
troops of two or three hundred together, one going 
always before to lead the multitude. When they 
meet any perfon travelling through the woods or 
fields, they ftand ftill, fuffering him to approach 
till he can almoft touch them, and then fuddenly 
ftarting, they betake themfelves to flight, running 
away as faft as they can. The hunters catch them 
only for their ikins, though fometimes they pre- 
ferve their fle(h likewife, which they harden with 
fmoke, ufing it for provifions when they go to fea. 

Here would be alfo wild bulls and cows in great 
nunaber, if by continqal hunting they were not 
much diminiflied ; yet confiderable profit is made 
to this day by fuch as make it their bufinefs to kilt 
them. The wild bulls are of a vaft bignef%of body, 
and yet they hurt not any one except they be exaf- 
pcrared. Their hides are from eleven to thirteen 
feet long. 

The diverfity of birds of this ifland is fo great, 
that I flu^ukl be troublefome if I flioald attempt to 
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jnofter up their fpecies y fo that I (hall content myr 
felf to mention fome few of the chief. Here is a 
certain fpecies of pullets in the woods which the 
Spaniards call Pintadas, which the inhabitants fia4 
to be as good as thofe bred in houfes. Every body 
knows that the parrots we have in Europe are 
brought from ihefe parts, whence may be inferred, 
that feeiog fuch a number of thefe talkative birds 
are preferved among us, notwithftanding the diver- 
lity of climates, much greater multitudes are to be 
found where the air and temperament is natural tQ. 
' them. The parrots make their ncfts in holes of 
palmito-trees, which holes are before made by othep 
birds ; for they are not capable of excavating any 
wood, though never fo foft, having their own bills 
too crooked and blunt ; hence provident nature hatl>' 
fupplied them with the labour of other birds, called 
carpenters : thefe are no bigger than fparrows, yet * 
have fuch hard and piercing bills, that no iroq, 
iaftrument can be made fitter to excavate any tree,, 
though never io folid and hard ; and thefe holes the' 
parrots getting poffeffion of, build in them their 
nefts. There are pigeons of all forts, which are 
very ufeful to the inhabitants : thofe of this ifland 
obferve the fame feafons we naentioned before, fpeakr 
ing of Tortuga. Betwixt the pigeons- of both iflands 
is little or no diiFereace, only that thefe of Hifpar 
niola are fomeihing fatter and bigger. Another fort 
of fmalLbirds liere are called Cabrcros, or goatr 
keepers ; thefe are very like others called Heronfe- 
tas, and chiefly feed upon crabs of the fea. In thefs 
birds arefound feven diftin^l bladders of gall, and 
their fle(n is as bitter as aloes. Crowa, or ravens, 
more troublefome than ufeful, do loere make a hide- 
ous noife through the whole ifland : their ordinary 
food is the flefh of wild dog$, or the carcafes of 
thofe beafls the bucaniers kill and throw away-. 
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Thcfe clamorous birds no fooncr hear the report of 
a fowling-piece or muiket, but they gather from all 
fides in flocks, and fill the air and woods with their 
unpleafant notes ; they arc nothing different from 
thofe of Europe.. 

It is now time to fpeak of the French who inha- 
bit great part of this ifland. Wc have already told 
how they came firft into thefe parts ; we (hail now 
only defcribe their manner of living, cuftoms, and 
ordinary employments. The callings or profelfions 
they follow are generally but ihiee, either to hunt 
or plant, or elfe to rove the feas as pirates. It is a 
con/lant cuflom among them all, to feek out a 
comrade or companion, whom we may call partner 
in their fortunes, with whom they join the whole 
ftock of what they poflTefs, towards a common gain. 
This is done by articles agreed to, and reciprocally 
fjgned. Some conftitufe their furviving companion 
abfolute heir to what is left by the death of the firft ; 
others, if they be married, leave their eftates to 
their wives and children ; others, to other relations : 
this done, every one applies himfelf to his calling, 
which is always one ef the three afore- mentioned. 

The hunters are again fubdivided into two forts ; 
for fome of thefe only hunt wild bulls and cows, 
others only wild boars. The firft of thefe are called 
bucaniers, and not long ago were about 600 on 
this iftand, but now they are reckoned about 300. 
The caufe has been the great decreafe of wild 
cattte, which has been fuch, that far from getting, 
they now are but poor in their trade. When the 
bucaniers go into the woods to hunt for wild bulls 
and cows, they commonly remain there a twelve- 
month or two years, without returning home. Af- 
ter the hunt is over, and the fpoil divided, they 
commonly fail to Tortuga, to provide themfelves 
with guns, powder, and ihot, and other neceffii* 
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ries for another expedition ; the reft of their galns^ 
they fpend prodigally, giving- thcmfclves to all man- 
ner of vices and debauchery, particulaijy to drun- 
kennefs, which they pia^ife moftly with brandy j: 
this they drink as liberally as the Spaniards do wa- 
ter I fometlmcs they buy together a pipe of wine, 
this they ftave at one end, and never ceafe drinking; 
till ic is oat. Thus fottifhly they live till they have 
no money left, and as freely gratify their lufts ; 
for which they find more women tlian they can ufe ^ 
for all tlie tavern-keepers and ftrumpets wait for 
thefe lewd bucaniers, juft as they do at Amfterdana 
for the arrivkl of the Eaft-India flctt. The faid 
bucaniers are very cruel and tyrannical to their fcr-* 
vaots, io that commonly they had rather be galley- 
ilaves, or faw Brafil wood in the rafp houfes of 
Holland, than ferve fuch barbarous mailers. 

The fecond fort hum nothing but yrild boars ;. 
^e ffe& of thcfe they fait, and fell it fo to the 
planters. Thefe hunters have the fame vicious 
cuftoms, and are as much addifted to debauchery 
93 the former ; but their manner of hunting is dif> 
feretvt from that ia Europe ; for thefe bucaniers 
have certain places defigned for hunting, where 
they live for three or four months, and fometlmcs a^ 
whole year. Such places are called Deza Boulan ; * 
nhd in thefe, with only the company of five or fix^ 
friends, they continue all the faid time in mutual 
friendftiip. The iirft bucaniers many times agree, 
with planters to iiirnifli them with meat all the year 
at a certain price; the payment hereof is often 
made with two or three hundred weight of tobacco 
in the leaf; but the planters commonly into the 
bargain furnifh them with a finrant, whom they, 
fend to help ; to the fervant they afford fufficient 
secefTaries for the purpofe, e^eciaUy c^ powder and. 
Ihot to hvnt withal. 
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The planters began to cultivate and plant the ifle 
of Tortuga, anno 1598. The firft plantation was 
oi tobacco, \i^hich grew to admiration, being like- 
wife very good ; but by reafon of the fmallnefs of 
the ifland they couid plant but tittle, there being 
many pieces pf land there that were not fit to pro- 
doce it. They attempted likeWUe to make fugar, 
bat by rcafon of the great expences they could not 
bring it to any effeft ; To that the grcateft part of 
the inhabitants, as we faid before, betook themfelves 
to hunting, and the remaining part to piracy. At 
laft the hunters finding themfelves unable to fubfift 
by that profcffion, began to feek out lands fit for 
culture, and in thefe they alfo planted tobac<^. 
The firft land they chofe wa3 Cal de Sac, towards 
the fbuth part of the ifland : this ground they di« 
vided into feveral quarters, which were called, the 
Great Amea, Niep, Rochelois, the Little Grave, 
the Great Grave, and the Augame. Here ihey ea- 
creafed fi>, that now there are above 2000 planters. 
At firft they endured much hardftiip, becaufe while 
.they were bufied about their hufl^ndry, they 
could not go out of the ifland for provifions : this, 
hardfliip was increafed by the neceffity of grubbing, 
cutting down, burning and digging, to extirpate 
the innumerable roots of ftirubs and trees; for 
when the French poflbfled themfelves thereof, it 
was overgrown with woods very thick, and theie 
only inhabited by wild boars. The method they 
took was, to divide themfelves into fmall compa* 
Dies of two or three perfcms together, and thefe 
companies to feparate far enough from each other, 
provided with a few hatchets, and fome coarfe 
provifion : thus they ufed to go into the woods, 
and there to build huts only of a few rafters and 
boughs of trees* They firft rooted up the fhrobs 
iod little tiees, then cot down the great .ones ; 
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thefe they heaped up, and then fet on fire; but 
they were conftrained to grub and dig up the roots 
as well as they could. The firft feed they fow^d 
was beans ; thefe in thofe countries ripen and dry 
always in iix weeks. 

The fecond fruit neceffkry to human life, which 
here they tried, was potatoes ; thefe come not to 
pcrfeftion in lefs than four or five months. On 
thefe they moft commonly make their breakfafts ; 
they drefs them only by boiling them in a kettle 
with fair water, then they cover them with cloth 
for half an hour, whereby they become as foft as 
t>oiled chefnuts. Of the faid potatoes alfo they 
make a drink called maiz ; they cut them into fmall 
dices, and cover them with hot water ; when they 
:ire well imbibed, they prefs them through a coarfe 
cloth, and the liquor that comes, though fomething 
thick, they keep in vefFels made for that purpofe : 
here, after fctting two or three days, it works; and 
having thrown off its lees, is fit for drink. They 
ufe it with great delight ; and though the tafte is 
fomewhat four, jet it is very pleafant, fubftantial^ 
and wholefome. The invention of this is owing to 
the Indians, as well as of many other things, which 
thofe barbarians found out for the prefervation and' 
pleafure of life. 

The third fruit the newly cuhivated land afford- 
ed was Mandioca, which the Indians call Cazave. 
This root comes not to perfeftion till after eight or 
nine months, or perhaps a year ; being thoroughly 
ripe, it may be left in the ground for eleven or 
twelve months without fear dF corruption; but this 
time paft, they rauft be ufed one way or other, 
otherwife they rot. Of thefe roots is made a fort 
of granulous flour of meal, dry and white, which 
fupplies the want of common bread of wheat, 
whereof the fields are altogether banca : for thk 
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parpofe they have certain graters made either of 
copper or tin, wherewith they grate thcfe roots, 
juft as they do Mirio in Holland. By the bye, let 
me tell you, Mirio is a root of a very biting tafte, 
Jike Jftrong muftard, wherewith they make fauces 
for fome forts of fifh. When they have grated as 
much Cazave root as will ferve the turn, they put 
the gratings into bags or facks of coarfe linen, and 
prefs out all the moifture ; then they fieve the grat- 
ings, leaving them very like faw-duft : the meal 
thus prepared, they lay on planches of iron made 
very hot, on which it is converted into very thin 
cakes ; thefe are placed in the fun, on the tops of 
houfes, to be thoroughly dried ; and left they 
fliould lofe any part of their meal, what did not 
pafs the fieve is made up in rolls five or fix inches 
thick ; thefe are placed one upon another, and left 
fo till they begin to corrupt : of this they make a 
liquor called Veycou, which they find very excel- 
lent, and certainly is not inferior to our Engliftx 
beer. 

Bananas arc another fruit of which is made ex- 
cellent liquor, which, in ftrength and pleafantnefs 
of tafte, may be compared to the beft wines of 
Spain; but this liquor eafily caufes drunkennefs, 
and frequently inflames the throat, and produces 
dangerous difeafes in that part. Guineas Agudos is 
alfo another fruit whereof they make drink, but not 
fo ftrong as the precedent : howbeit, one and the 
other are frequently mixed with water to quench 
thirft. 

After they had cultivated thefe plantations with 
all forts of roots and fruits neceffary for human life, 
they began to plant tobacco for trade ; the manner 
whereof is thus : they make beds of earth twelve 
feet fquare, thefe they cover with palmite, leaves, 
that the rays of the fun may not reach the earth ; 
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they water 4hem when it doth not rain, as we cIo 
our gardens in Europe: being grown about the- 
bignefs of young lettuce, they tranfplant it into 
ftraight lines in fpacious fields, fetting every plant 
three' feet diftant from each other. .The fitteft 
feafon of the year for thefe things is from January 
till the end of March, thefe being the months 
wherein mod rains fall. Tobacco muft be weeded 
very carefully, feeing the leaft root of any other 
herb coming near it binders its growth. When it 
is grown to the height of about one foot and a half, ^ 
they cut off the tops to hinder the ftalks and leaves 
from (hooting up too high, that the whole plant 
may receive greater ftrength from the earth. Whea 
it comes to full perfeftion, they prepare certaia 
apartments of fifty or fixtv feet long, and thirty or 
forty broad ; thefe they fill with poles and rafters^ 
and on them lay the green tobacco to dry. When 
it is thoroughly dried, they ftrip the leaf from the 
flalks, and caufe it to be rolled up by certain peo- 
ple, who are employed in this work and no other ; 
to thefe they afford for their labour the tenth part 
of what they make up. This property is peculiar 
to tobacco, which I (hall not omit, that if, while 
it is in the ground, the leaf be pulled off from the 
ftalk, it fprouts again no lefs than four times a'- year. 
Here I would alfo give an account of the manner of 
making fugar, indico, and gimbes ; but feeing 
thefe things are not planted in thofc parts, I pafs 
them over. 

The French planters of Hifpaniola have always 
been fubjeft to the governors of Tortuga, but not 
without much relu6tancy and gruJging. In 1644 
the Weft-India company of France laid the founda- 
tions of a colony in Tortuga ; under which the 
planters of Hifpaniola were comprehended as fub- 
jcfts: this decree difgufted the (aid plan ters, they 
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taking It very ill to be reputed fubjefts to a priirate 
company of men, who had no authority to make 
them fo, efpccially being in a country which be- 
longed not to the king of France ; hereupon they 
refolved to work no longer for the faid company ; 
and this refolution wa» fufficienc to compel the 
company to a total diffolution of the colony. But 
at laft the governor of Tortuga, who was pretty 
well flocked with planters, conceWiiig he could more 
more eafily force them than the Weft-India com- 
pany, found an invention to draw them to his obe- 
dience ; he promifed them he would put off their 
merchandize, and c^ufe fuch returns to be made 
from France as they (hould like ; withal, he dealt 
with the merchants underhand, that all (hips fliould 
come configned to him, and no perfons (hould cor- 
refpond with thofe planters of Hifpaniola, thinking 
thereby to avoid many inconveniences, and compel 
them through want of all things to obey. Thus 
he not only obtained the obedknce he defigned, 
but fome merchants, who had promifed to deal 
with them and vifit them no longer, did it. 

Notwithftanding what hath been faid, anno 1669, 
two fhips from Holland arrived at Hifpaniola wi^ 
all forts of merchandize.; with thefe prefently the 
planters refolved to deal, and with the Dutch na- 
tion for the future, thinking hereby to withdraw 
their obedience from the governor of Tortnga, and 
by fruftrating his defigns, revenge themfelvcs of 
what they had endured under his government. Not 
long after the arrival of the Hollanders, the go- 
vernor of Tortuga came to vifit the. plantation of 
Hifpaniola, in a vefTel very well armed ; but the 
planters not only forbid him to come aHiorc, but 
with their guns forced him to retire fafter than he 
came. Thus the Hollanders began \ trade with 
thefe people ; but fuch relations and friends as the 
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•governor had ia Hlfpaniola, ufed all the endeavours 
they were capable of to impede the commerce. 
This being underftood by the planters, ihey fent 
them word, < That in cafe they laid not afide 

* their artifices for the hindrance of the commerce 

* which was begun with the Hollanders, they 

* (hould every one affuredly be torn in pieces/ 
Moreover, to oblige farther the Hollanders, and 
contemn the governor and his party, they gave 
greater ladings unto the two (hips than they could 
defire, with many gifts and prefents unto the ofH- 
cers and mariners, whereby they fent them very well 
contented to their own country. The Hollanders 
came again very punftually according to their pro- 
mife, and found the planters under a greater indig- 
oation than before againft the governor, either be- 
caufe of the great fatisfaftion they had already con- 
ceived of this commerce with the Dutch, or that 
by their means they hoped to fubfift by themfelves 
without any further dependence from the French 

, nation. However it was fuddenly after ihcy fet 
up another refolution more ftrange than the prece- 
dent ; the tenor whereof was, * That they would 

* go unto the iflandof Tortuga, and cut the governor 

* in pieces.' Hereupon they gathered together as 
many canoes as they could, and fet fail from Hifpa- 
niola, with defign not only to kill the governor, 
but alfo to poffefs themfelves of the whole ifland. 
This they thought they could not but eafily per- 
form, by reafon of all ueceflary affiftance, which 
they believed yrould at any time be fent them from 
Holland ; by which means they were ready deter- 
mined in their minds to ere6> themfelves into a new 
commonwealth, independent of the crown of 
France. But nofooner had they begun this great 
revolution of their little ftate, when they received 
news of a war declared between the two nations 
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in Europe; this wrought fach a confternatioa ia 
their minds, as caufed them to give over that eQ« 
terprize, and retire without attempting any thing. 

In the mean time the governor of Tortuga fenr 
into France for aid towards his own (ecurity, and 
the redudion of thofe people unto their former 
obedience s this was granted him, and two men of 
war were fent unto Tortuga, with orders to be at 
his command. Having received fuch a confident* 
ble fupport, he fent them very well equipped to 
die ifland of flifpanida ; being anived ar that pUc6^ 
they landed part of the forces, with a defign to 
force the people to the obedience of thofe whom 
they hated in their hearts. But the planters feeing 
the arrival of the(e two frigates/ and not being ig- 
norant of their defign, fled inte the woods,- aban- 
doning their houfes, and many of their goods, 
which they left behind; thefe were immediately 
rifled, and burnt by the French without compaflion, 
not fparing the lead cottage. Afterwards the go* 
vernor began to relent, and let them know, that if they 
would return to his obedience he would hearken to 
an accommodation : hereupon the planters, finding 
they could expe6l no relief, furrendered to the go- 
vernor, upon articles made and Jigiied on both 
fides ; but thefe Were not ftrifUy obferved, for he 
commanded two of the chief of them to be hanged ; 
the refidue were pardoned, and withal he gave 
them free leave to trade with any nation for what- 
foever they found necef&ry. iWith this liberty 
they began to recultivate their plantations, which 
yielded a great quantity' of very good tobacco ; 
they felling yearly to the fum of 20 or 30,009 
rolls. 

The planters here have but very few flares, foi 
want of which themfelves and their fervants arc 
conftraioed to dp all the drudgery. Thefe fer- 
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vants commoDly biad themfelyes to tbdr maflers 
for three years ; but their mailers having no con* 
fcieoce^ often traffick with their bodies as with 
horfes at a fair, felling them to other mailers as 
they fell negroes: vea, to advance this trade, (bme 
perfons go purpofely into France (and likewiie lo 
England and other countries) to pick up young men 
or boySy whom they inveigle and tranfport; and 
having once got them into thefe iilands, they work 
them like hories, the toil impofed on them being 
much hardfcr than what they enjoin the negroes 
their ilaves; for thcfc they endeavour to preterv^ 
being their perpetual bondmen : but for thdr white 
fervants they care not whether they live or die, 
feeing they are to ferve them no longer than diree 
years, Thefe miferable kidnapped people are fre- 
quently (ubjeA to a difeafe, which in thefe parts is 
called Coma, being a total privation of their ienles. 
This diilempcr is judged to proceed from their 
hard ufage, and the change of their native climate ; 
and there being often among thefe ibme ci good 
quality, tender education, and foft conftitutions, 
they are more eafily fcized with this difeafe, and 
others of tbofe countries, than thofe of harder bo- 
dies and laborious lives. Beftde the hard uiage in 
their diet, apparel, and reft, many times they beat 
them fo cruelly, that they ^11 down dead under 
the hands of then* cruel mailers : this I have often 
i'een with great grief. Of the many inilances, I 
IhsiU only give you the following hiftory, it being 
very remarkable in its circnmilances. 

A certain planter of tbefe countries exercifed 
fuch cruelty towards one of his fervants as caufed 
him to run away ; having abfconded for fome da3rB 
in the woods, at lail he was taken, and brought 
back to the wicked Pharaoh. No fooner had ins 
got him, but he commanded him to be tied to a 
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tree ; liere lie gave him fo many Ia(hes on his naked 
%adc a«' mide his tody run with an entire Dream of 
4)lood; then, to make the fmart of his wonnds the 
greater, be anointed him whh kmon-jnice, mixed 
^th (alt and pepper ; in this mtferable pofture he 
left him tied to the tree for twenty-fonr hours, 
*wh{cti being paft, he began his pvntihment again, 
lafliing him as before, fo craetly that the miferable 
wretch gave np the ghoft, with thefe dying words i 

* I bcfeech the Almighty God, Creator of heaven 

* and earth, that he permit the wicked fpirit 
'* to make thee fed as many torments before thy 

* death, as thou haft canfed me-to feel before mine/ 
*A ftrange thing, and worthy of aftonifliment and 
admiration ! Scarce tfei*e or four days were paft, 
after this horrible fa6^, when the Almighty jcrfge, 
whoiitd heard the cpies^ that tormented wretch, 
fuffered the evil one fuddenly to pofTefs this barba- 
rous and inhuman homicide, fo that thofe cruel 
hands, which had punifhed to death his ianocenc 
fervant, were the tormentors of his own body: for 
he beat himielf, and tore his fle(h, after a«^miferable 

' manner tiU he loft the very ihape of a man ; not 
ceafing to howl and cry, without any reft by day or 
night. Thus he continued raving mad till he died. 
Many other examples oi this kind I could rehear fe ; 
but thefe not belonging to our prefent difcourfe, I 
omit them. 

The planters of the Caribee Iflands are rather 
worfe and more cruel to their fervfints than the 
fisrmer.. In the iflc of Sc Chriftopher dwells one 
named Bettefa, well known to the Dutch merchants, 
ivho has killed above a hundred of his fervants 
with blows and ftripes. The Englifti do the fame 
with their fervants, and the mildcft cruelty they 

* exercife awards them is, that when they have 
ferved iix years of their time (tjrey being bounl 
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among the Englifii for fcveo) they ufetbem fo crudlf 
as to force them to heg of their matters to fdl theon 
to others, though It be to begin another fenritnde 
of feven years, or at lead three or four ; and I have 
known many, M'ho have thus ferved fifteen or twenty 
years before they could obtain their freedom* Aur 
other law, very rigorous in that nation, is if any maa 
owes another above twenty-five fliiUiogs Englifh, if 
Jie cannot pay it^ be is liable to be fold for fix or 
<right months. Not to trouble the reader anf 
longer with relations of this kind^ I fliall now de- 
scribe the famous actions and exploits of the greateft 
pirates of my time, during my refidence in thofe 
parts ; thefe I (ball relate without the leaft paflioa 
or partiality, and afliire my reader, that I (hall give 
iiim no ftories upon tru(l or hear-fay, but ooljr 
thofe enterprizes to which I was myfelf an eye- 
witnefs, 

€ H A P. VI. 

Vf the drigmal of the fMJl farmut pirates rf the 
coajli of America. A famous expbit of Pieme 
le Grand. 

T HAVE told you, in the preceding chapters, how I 
^ was compelled to adventure my life among the 
pirates of America ; which fort of men I name fo, 
becaufe they are not authorized by any (bvereign 
prince : for the kings of Spain having on feveral oc- 
cafions fent their ambaflTadors to the kings of England 
and France, * To complain of the moleftations and 
^ troubles thofe pirates often caufed on the 'Coafts of 

* America, even in the calm of peace;' it hath al- 
ways been anfwered, * That fuch men did not com- 

* mit thofe afts of ho(Wity and piracy a& fubjefts to 
f 'their majefties; and therefore his catholic majefty 

• might 
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^ might proceed againft them as he fliould think fit/ 
The king of France added, 'That he had no fortrcfs 
' nor taftle upon Hifpaniola, fieither did he receive tl. 

* ferthing of tribute from ihcnce.* And the king of 
England adjoined, * Thai he had never given any 

* commiffioud to thofeof Jamaica, to commit hofti- 

* Ihies againft the fubjefts of Ws carbolic majefty.* 
Nor did he only give this bare anfwere, but out 
of his roysd d^re to pleafure the court of Spain, 
recalled the goTernor or Jamaica, placing another in 
his room ; bfH whkh could not prevent thefe pirates 
from adkig as heretofore. But before 1 relate 
their bold anions/ I (haH fay fbrnetbtng of their 
rife and exercHbs; as alfo of the chiefeit of them, 
and their manner of arming themfelves before they 
pot to fea. 

The firft pirate that was known upon Tortuga, 
was Pierre le Grand, or Seter the Great; he was 
bom at Dieppe in Normandy. That aftton which 
rendered hkn famous was his taking the vice*admiral 
of the Spanitfh Flota, near the cape of Tiburon, on 
the weft fide of Hifpaniola ; this he performed with 
only one boat, and twenty^eight men. Now till 
that time the Spaniards had pafled and repafled with 
all fecurity through the channel of Bahama; fothat 
Pierre le iGraHd fetting dot to fea by the Caycos, he 
took thisgreat (hip with'all'theeafe imaginable. The 
Spaniards they foond aboard they fet aHiore, and 
fern the vcflel lo^^Ffance.- The manner how this 
Undautftedfpliritattttnpted and' took this large ihip» 
\ (hall give yoii out of the journal of the author ia 
his owti word*: * The boat,' fays he, ' whereia 
'• tierrc le Grand was with his companions, had 

* been at fea a long time without finding any prize 
^ worth' bis' taking; and thd^ provifions beginning 

* I* ftlil, they were in danger of ftarving. Being 
/ ahnoft reduced to def^air th«y fpied a great (hip 
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* of the Spanifti Flota, feparated from the- reft > 
^ this veflel they lefblved to take or die in the at- 

* tempt : hereupon tbty failed towards her, to view 

* her flrength i and though they judged thp veflel 

* to be fuperior to theirs^ yet their coveto^fneiS) and 

* the extremity they were reduced to» made then* 
' venture* BeiQg come fo near that they could not 

* poilibly efcape, they made an oath to their captain 
' Pierre le Grand to ftand by him to the laft. It is 
' true, the pirates did believe they ihould find tb^ 
^ fhip unprovided to fight» and thereby the fooaer 

* mafler her. It was in the duikof the evening theyF 
^ began to attack ; but beforq they ei^aged, they 
' ordered the furgcon of the boat to bgre a hole m 

* the fides of ir» that their own veflel finking undec 

* them, tliey might be more compelled to attack 
' more vigoroufly, and endeavour more haAily to 

* board the (hip. Thisji^asdgiie aceordingl;; aad 
' without any other arms than piftol m one l^nc) 
^ and a fword itt the other, they iiiNmdiatsly cKml^ 

* up the fides of the ftup» and ran altogether into 

* tbe great cabt*^ wifaere they found t£e captsun^ 

* with feveral of his companieni^ plajung at cards ; 

* here they fet a piftol to hie breaft^ cofmnaading 
< Hum to deliver up the ihip* -The Spamards, fur^ 
' prized ro fee the pirates aboard thek flupy w%i^ 
** Jerus blefs dsl arc thefe devils^or wbac ar^ 
*' they V' * Mean while fome of tben^tek^k.poiTeffim 

* of the guansoom, and ieiavd .tbe araa% iu^Jing af 
' many as made aay c|>pofitiDnr; whci^upon thf 
' Spaniards prefeutly furrendered. That ¥ery day 

* tbe captain of the fbip had been told by ^omef^ 

* the feameo, that the boat which was in view cmix* 
^ ing, was a. bi»at of pirates ; whpe the c^ptdlia 
^ fiightljC anfwerod/ *^ What then moft !> bee^id 
^^ of fuch a pit iftti> thing as that is h Nb» thcM^h 
*' ihe were a fliip as big. and as ftrong aa mijoe >.^ 

• Al 
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* As foon as Pierre le Grand bad taken this rich 
' prize» he deu{ined in his fervlceas many common 

* feamen as he had need of, fetting the refi afhore, and 

* then fet fail for France, where he continued, ivitb'^- 

* oat ever reinrning to Atberica again** 

The planters and hunters of Tortuga had no 
fooner heard of the rich pnze thole pirates bad 
taken^ but they refolved to follow their example: 
hereupon many c£ them left their employments, 
and endeavoured to get fome fmall boats, wherejn 
to exerciic piracy ; btit not being able to purcbafe, 
or build them at Tortuga, they refolved to fet forth 
in their canoes, and feek them elfewhere. With 
thefe they cruized at £rft upon cape de Alvarez*, 
where the Spaniards ufed to trade from one city to 
another in unall veflek, in which they carry hides, 
tobacco, and other comnK>ditiet to the Havanna, and 
to which the Spaniards from Europe do frequently 
refi>rt» 

Here it was that Ux^e pirates at firft'took a grear 
nany boats laden with the aforefind commoditiet ; 
thefe they nfed to carry tt>Toriug% and fell the 
whde pnrcbafe tothe (hips that waitior their return, 
or accidentally happened (o be there. With the gains 
of thefe prizes they provided themfelves with necef- 
farie8» wiierewith to undertake other voyages, (bme 
of which were made to Campeachy^ and others to* 
warda New Spain ; in bpth which the Spaniards then. 
drove a great trade. Upon thole coafts they found 
great numbers of tradii^ veflels, and often (hips of 
great burden. Two of the biggeft of thefp vdlels^. 
and two great (hips which the Spaniards had laden 
with phte in the port of Campeacbyv to gq to the 
Caraocasy they tooic in lefs than a month's time» 
and canied to Tortuga ; where the peofde of the 
whole illand, encoun^ed by thinr fuccefs, e(pecially 
fedng in two years tlie ricbesof the country fo inuch 
C 4^ increa'fed)./ 
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incrcafed, they augmented the number of pirate$ fo 
fafly that in a Kttk time there were in ' that fmall 
illand and port, above twenty (hips of this fort of 
people. Hereupon the Spaniards, not able to bear 
their robberies any longer, equipped two large men 
of war, both for the defence of their own coafis, 
and to cruize upon the enemies. 

C H A ?. VII. 

How the pirates arm their vejfels^ and regulate their 
voyages* 

TOE FORE the pirates go to fca, they give notice 
'•*^ to all concerned of the day on which they are to 
embark ; obliging each man to bring fo many pounds 
of powder and ball as they think neceflary. Being 
all coffie aboard, they confider where to get provi- 
fions, efpecially flefli, feeing they fcarce eat any thing 
elfe ; and of this themoft common fort is pork ; 
the next food ig tortmfes, which they fait a little : 
fometimes they rob fnch or fuch hog-yards, where 
the Spaniards oft have a thoufand heads of fwirie to- 
gether. They come to thefe places in the night, 
and having tiefet the keeper's lodge, they force 
him to rife, and give them as many heads as they 
define, threatening to kill him if he refufes, or make 
any noife : and thefe menaces arc oftentiraes executed 
on the miferaMe fwine-keepers, or any other perfoa 
that endeavours to hinder their robberies. 

Having got fle(h fufficient for their voyage, they 
return to their fliip : here they allow, twkrea day, 
every c^ as mjoch as he can eat, without weight or 
meafure ; nor does the fteward of the vcflcl give any 
more fle(h, or any thing elfe, to the captain than to 
the mcancft mariner. The fliip being well viftuallcd, 
they deliberate whithar they fliaU go to feek their 

defpcratc 
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<fefperate fortunes^ and likcwife agree upon certain 
articles, which arc put in writting, which every one 
IS bQand to obferve ; ^nd all of them, or the chiefefV 
part, do fet their hands to it. Here they, fet down 
diffinftly, what fums of money each particular per- 
fon ought to have for that voyage, the fund of all 
the payments being what is gotten by the whole ex- 
pedition ; for otherwife it is the fame law among 
thefe prople, as with other pirates, • No prey no* 
pay.' FirlV, therefore, they mention how much, 
the captain is to have for his fhip ; next thefalaVy of 
the carpenter or (hipwright who careened; mended^ 
and rigged die veflelr this commonly amounts to> 
loo or 15b pieces of eight, according tD the: 
agreement. Afterwards, for provifions and viftuall- 
ing, they draw out of the fame common ftook about 
2CO pieces of eight ; alfo a falary for the furgeon,. 
and his chefl: of medicaments, whichr ufually is rated' 
at aoo or 250. pieces of eight. Laftiy, they agree 
what rate, each one ought to Rave that is either 
wounded or maimed in his body, fufferihg the lofs 
of any liinb; as, for the lofs of a right arm, 6oo> 
peices of eight, or fix (laves ; for the left arm 500 
pieces of eight, or five flaves ; for a right leg, 500^ 
pieces of eight, or five flaves ; for the left leg, 40Q 
pieces of eight, or four (laves ; for an eye, 100 pieces 
of eight, or one flave ; for a finger thfe feme as for an. 
eye : alt which fums are taken out of the commoa 
ftbck of what is gotien by theiv piracy,, and a very. 
«5caft and equal dividfend is made of the remainder.. 
They have alforeg^d to qualitres and* places: thus 
the captain or chief is^ allotted five or fix portions,, 
ID what the orAnary feamen have ; the mafter's mate 
only two, and other officers proportronabljr to their 
employ : after which they draw equal parts from the 
higheiV to the loweft mariner, the boys not being, 
aiaia«d^ who draw half a (hare ^ bccaulc when they 
C S >^SK take 
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take a better reflel than their own, it is. the boji^ 
duty to fire thdr former vdkl, and then retire 
to the prize. 

Theyobferve among themfelves very good orders; 
for in the prizes which they take, it is feverely pro- 
hibited, to every one, to take any thing to them^ 
felves: hence all they uke is equally divided, as 
hath been faid before ; yea, they take a folemn oath 
to each other, not to conceal the leafl thing they 
find among the prizes ; and if any one is found falie 
to the faid oath, he is immedtately turned out of 
the fociety. They are very civil and charitable to 
each other ; fo that if any one wants what anothes 
has, with great willmgncfe they give it one to an* 
cther^ As foon as thefe pirates have taken a prize,, 
they immediately fet afhore the prifoners, detaining^ 
only fomc. few, for their own help and fervice ; whonk 
alfo they releafe after two or three years. They 
lefrefti themfelves at one ifland or another, hixtt 
efpecially at ihofe on the fouth of Cuba : here they 
careen their veflcb, while fome hunt, and others.^ 
cruize in Canoes for prize. Many times they tak^ 
the poor tortoife fiftiermen, and make them worfc 
during their pleafure. ^ , 

In the feveral ^parts of America are found foup 
diftinft fpecies of tortoifes : .the firft are fo great,^ 
that they weigh two or three thcHifand pounds ; the.- 
feales are fa foft that they may be cut with a knife ;^ 
but thefe are not good toeat. The fecond fort is of 
an indifferent bignefs, and of a green eolo^r i., 
their fcales are harder than the firfty and of a 
very pleafant tafte. The third is little diiFeren^ 
in fize from the fecond, only the head fomething; 
bigger ; it is called by the French Cavana, ana* 
is not good meat. The fourth is named Cai^er,^. 
being very Kke thofe of Eurc^e : this forr 
keeps commonly among' the rocks> whence, iheg 
crawl out for their food^ which, is generally fea- 

apples^ 
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api^s; thofe other above mentioned feed on grafs, 
which grows in the vrater on the fandy banks : thefe 
banks or (helves, for their plea&nt green, refemUe . 
the delightful meadows of the United Provinces. 
Their eggs are almoft like thofe of the crocodile, . 
but without aoyifheH, being only covered with a. 
thin film ; they are found in fuch prodigious qnan* 
ttcies alQng the fliores, that were they not frequently 
deftroyol by birds, the Tea would abound with tor- 
toifesi • 

Thefe creatures h«ve certain places where they lay ' 
their eggs every year ; the chief are the three iflancb. 
called Qtymaues, inao.deg. 15 nun^lat« being 45:^ 
leagues north x>f iCuba. . 

It is worth considering how the tortoUes find' 
thefe iflonds ; for the gfeateft part comi? from the • 
gnlF of HondnraSj, 150 le^ues oiT, and many times > 
thie ftiips having loft their latitude, through ther 
ddrknefs of the weather, ftecr only by the noife the 
tortoifes make in fwimming, and reach thofe tiles*. 
When tbetfeafon of hatching is paft^ they retire to > 
Cuba, which affords them good food; but while- 
they are at the.Gaymanes they eat little or nothing. . 
When they l»ve been a .month in the feas of Cuba, . 
and ace grown fat, the Spaniards fiftr for them, 
t>eing tbea to.be taken in fuch abundance, that 
they furnifli their cities, towns, and villages wicfct . 
them.^ The way they. take them is, by making; 
with a great nail a kind of dart ; this they fix, at the • 
end of a iong pole, with which they kULtl^ tor-»- 
toifes whenever they appear above- the- water,* 

The inhabitants, of New Spain and Campeachif 
lade their beft merchandife in (hips of great bulk t : 
the veflfels- from Garapeachy f«Hl in the winter to. 
£araccas, . Trinity-Ifles, and that ofMarg^ciia^ and^ 
return back again Jn the fummer#' Tho^^ pirates ^ 
knowing, /ihefc feafons (being very diligj^it i» their 
e, &> enqiiiries)) 
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enquires) always cruize between the places above- 
mentioacd ; but in cafe they liglit of no confider- 
able booty, they commonly undertake fome more 
. hazardous encerprizcs; one remarkable indance of 
which I fliall here give you : a certain pirate called 
. Pierre Francois, or Peter Francis, waiting a long 
time at fea with his boat and twenty-fix men, fur 
the (hips that were to return from Maracaibo to 
Campcacby« and not being able to find any prey, 
at lafl he refulved to diieA his coui4e to Rancheiras, 
^Vear the river de la Plata, in la deg. and a haif 
north latiuide. Here lies a rich bank of pearl, to 
the fifliery whereof they yearly fent from Cartha- 
gena twehe veflels, with a man of war for their 
defence. Every vefTel has at kaft two negroes in it, 
who arc; very dextrous in diving to the depth of £x 
£ithoms, where they find good (lore of pearls. On 
this fieet^ called the pearl-fleet, Pierjre Fran9ois re- 
folved to venture, rather than go home empty ; they 
•then rid at anchor at the mouth of the river de la 
Jlacha, the man of war fcarce half a league dillant 
from the fmall fliips, and the wind very calm. 
Having fpied them in this poAure, he prefently 
pulled down his fails, and rowed along the coaft, 
feigning to be a Spani(h vcfTel come from Mara- 
caibo ; but no fooner was he come to the pearl- 
bank, when fuddenly he afTaulted the vice-admiral 
of eight guns and fixty men, commanding them 
to fnrrender. The Spaniards made a good defence 
for fome time, but at laft were forced 'to fubmit. 
Having thus taken the vice-admiral, he refolved to 
attempt the man of war, with which ^addition he 
hoped to mafter the reft of the fleet: to this end he 
prefently fuark his own brat, putting forth the Spa- 
nifii colours, and weighed anchor with a little wind 
which then, began to fiir, having with threats and 
prooufes cotnpdlcd moft of the Spaniards to afiift 

him. 
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Wm. But fo foon as the man of war perceived one 
of his fleet to fail, he did fo too, feariog left the 
mariners defigned to run away with the riches they 
had on board. The pirate on this immediately gave 
over the enterprize, thinking themfelves unable to 
encounter force to force; hereupon they endea- 
voured to get out of the river and gain the open 
fea$, by making as much fail as they could ; which 
the man of war perceiving, he prefcntly gave them 
jchafe^ but the pirates having laid on too much fail^ 
and a guft of wind fuddeniy rifing, their main-maft 
:was brought by the board, which difabled them 
from efcafnog. 

This unhappy event much encouraged thofc in 
the man of war, they gaining upon the pirates every 
moment, and at laft -overtook thpm ; but they find- 
ing they had t^vcnty-two found men, the reft being 
either killed or wounded, refolved to defend them- 
felves as long as polBble ; this they performed very 
courageoufly for fome time, till they were forced 
by the man of war, on condition that they fhould 
not be ufcd as flaves to carry ftones, or be employed 
in other la' ours for three or four years, as they 
ferved their negroes, but that they (hould be fct 
fafe aftiore on free land. On thefe articles they 
yielded with all they had tak^n, which was worth, 
in pearls alone, above 100,000 pieces of eight, be- 
fides the vcflel, provifions, goods, &c. All which 
would have made this a greater prize than he could 
delire^ which he had certainly carried off, if his 
jmtn-maft had not been loft> as we faid before. 

Another bold attempt like this, nor Icfs remark- 
able, I ftiall alfo give you. A certain pirate of Por- 
tugal, thence called Bartholomew Portugues, was 
crnifing in a boat of thirty men and four fmall guns, 
from Jamaica, upon the cape de Corriente in Cuba, 
where he met a great (hip from Maracaibo and 

Carthagena^ 
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Carthageoa, bound for the Havaiiaa> wdl provided 
xvlch twenty great guns and feveoty men, paileDgera 
and mariners ; this (hip he prefently aflaulted, which 
they on board as refdutely defended. The pirate 
efcapjlng. the firft eneounter, refolded to attack her 
more vigorouily than before^ feeing he had yet fuf* 
• ftred no great damage : this he performed with £o . 
much refoTutioB, that at lad, alter a long, and dac^ 
geroas fight, he became^mafter of it. The Porta-t 

^^uefe.Ioft only ten men, and had four wounded,, 
b that he. had flill remaining twenty .figbtiiig men,, 
whereas the Spaniards had double, the number* , 
Having poffdied themfelves^ oft the. flbip, the Wiiid« 
being contrary to retain to Jamaica, they refdvedt 
to Aeer to Cape S«.< Aoihony (which lies weft of 
Cuba) there to repair and take in freih watery of i 
which they were then in great want. 

Being very neac tlie. cape aboviefaid, they unex- 
ne^edly met with. three great (hips coming from. 
Kew Spain,, and bound for the Havanna : by thefe^, 
not being able to efcape, they were eafily retakes,. 
both (hip and- pirates, and all made prifoners, and t 
firipped of ail the riches they had taken but juft be- 
fore. The cargo coniifted in .120,000 weight of 
cocoa nursr the chief ingredients of chocolate, and' 
70,000 pieces of eight. Two days after this mtf- 
fertune. tha-e arofe a great ftorm, which feparated 
the (hips from one another. The grieat ve(Iel» . 
where the pirates were, arrived at Campeachy, 
where many confiderable merchants came and fainted • 
the captain ; the(e prefently knew the Portugaefe 
j»rate» being infamous for the many infolencies, . 
robberies, and murders he had committed on thelci 
eoafts, which they kept frefh in their memory. 

The next day after their arrival, the magiftratea . 
of the city fent . to demand the prifoners from oxk-. 
board the (hip, in^or4er to puni(h them ac^cording- 

to. 
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to thdr deferts ; hvi% fi^rmg the captain of the 
pirates ihould make Us efcape (as he had formerly 
doae, belag their fjrifoner ooce before] they judged 
it fafer to leare him guarded on (hip-board for the 
prefent, while they ere<5led a gibt>et to hang him. 
cm the i^xt day» without aay other proce(s thaa^ 
to lead hna from the flup to his punifhcnenc; the 
riunour of which was prefeatly brought to Bartho* 
lomew Portugues, whereby he ibught all po£Sble 
•means to efcape that night. With this defign he 
look two earthea Jars, wherein the Spaniards carry^ 
wine from Spain to the Weft-Indies, aod ftoppcd- 
Atm very well, inteoding to ufe them for {JA^im-* 
mingy as thofe nnfkllled in that art do corks or 
empty bladders. Haviqg made this neceflary pre* 
paration,, he waited when all ihould be aOeep ; 
but not being able to e(cape his^ceuttners vigilance^-: 
be ftabbed him with a- knife be had feeretly pur* 
chafed, and then threw himfelf into the fea with^< 
the earthea jars before-mentioned, by the help of 
which, though he never learned to fwim, he 
reached the (bore, and iofunediately^ took to the., 
woods, wliere he hid himfelf for three days, not 
daring to appear, eating no other food than wild : 
herbs. 

Thofe of the city next day made diligent fcarcb- 
Sdt him. in the woods, where they concluded bin*. 
K> be: this HuA enquiry Pprtugues faw from tha 
hollow of a tree, wbereta he lay hid; and.upoa 
their return he made the. beft of his way to del. 
Golpho Trifle, forty, leagues from Campeachy,^ 
where he arrived within a fortnight after his efcape ;^ 
during which time, ad alfo afterward^i he.efidih'ed 
extreme huu^r and thiriV, having no other' provi^ 
fion with him than a fmall calabaca with a little wa* 
icr, beflde» the fea^s of f^ng agsun into the handsr 
of tha S^ftiard«» He^ cat sothitig >uc.a ie»ir./faelU 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



€4 the HIsrORT of the' 

fiiky which he found amoog the rocks near the fear- 
ftore ; and being obliged to pafs fome rivers, noe 
JcnowiDg well how to fwim, he found at laft an old* 
board which the wares had dHren afhore, wherein 
were a few great nails ; thefe he took, and with na 
final! tabour whetted on a ftone, tilt he had^ made 
them like knives, though not fo well ; wit^ thefe, 
and nothing eife, he cut down fome branches oF 
trees, which with things and oTiers he joined toge- 
ther, and made as well as he could a boat to wafr* 
him over the rivers* Thus arriving at the cape of 
Golpho Trifte,. as was faid, he found a veffel of 
pirabes, comrades of his. own, lately come front Ja- 
maica» 

To thefe he rebted all his adverfities and misfor* 
tunes, and withal defired they would fit him with: 
a boat and twenty men, with which company alone 
he promifed to- return to- Campeachy, and aflault 
the (hip that was in the- river, by which he had' 
been taken fourteen days before. They prefently 
granted his requeft', and* equipped him a boat ac-^ 
cordiogly* With this fmall company he fet out ta 
execute his defign, which he bravely performed 
eight days after he lef^ Golpho Trifte ; for being 
arrived at Campeachy, with an undaunted courage,- 
and without any noife, he aflfaulted the faid (hip ; 
thofe on board thought it was a boat from landT 
that came to bring contraband goods, and fo were 
in no poftore of defence % which opportunity the 
pirates laying hold of, aflauhed them fo refolutely^ 
that in a little time they cbmpeUed the Spaniards to 
furrender. 

Being mafters of the (hip, they immediately 
weighed andior and fet fail from the port, left they 
fiiould be purfued by other veflels: this they did 
with the utmofl jov, feeing tfaemfdves pb(Ida(n*s of 
fo brave a ibip^ ^edally Portt^ues, ^vhoby a fe- 
. - cond 
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cond turn of fortune was become rich and powerful 
again, who was fo lately in that fame reflel a pri- 
•fooer, condemned to be hanged. With this pur- 
chafe he defigncd- greater things, which he might 
have done, fince there reihained in the vefTd fo 
^great a quantity of rich merchandife, though the 
plate had been fent to the city : but while he was 
making his voyage to Jamaica, near the ille of 
Pinosy on the fouth of Cuba, a terrible ftorm arofe, 
which drove againft the Jardines rocks, where (he 
was loft; but Portugues with his companions 
efcaped In a canoe, in which he arrived at Jamaica^ 
where it was not long ere he went on new adven- 
tures, but was never fortunate after. 

Nor lefs confiderabie are the aAions of another 
pirate who now lives at Jamaica, who on feveral 
occafions has performed very fnrprizing things. He 
was born at Groninghen in the United Provinces: 
his own name not being known, his companions gave 
him that of Roche Brafiliano, by reafon of bis bng 
Tefidence in Brafil: hence he was forced to fly, 
when the Portuguefe retook thofe countries from the 
Dutch, feveral nations then inhabiting at Brafil (as 
.Englifli, French, Dutch, and others) being con- 
•ilratned to feek new fortunes. 

This perfon fled to Jamaica, where being at a 
ftand how to get his living, he entered himfelf intc> 
the fociety of pirates, where he ferved as a private 
mariner for fome time, and behaved himfelf fo "well, 
that he was beloved and refpeAed by all. On^ 
day fome of the mariners quanelled with their cap- 
tain to that degree, that they left the boat ; Brafi- 
liano following them, ^'as chofe theu: leader, who 
having fitted out a fmall veflel, they made hun cap- 
tain. 

Within a few days after he took a great fliip 
coming from New Spain, which had a great quan- 

, tity 
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tity of plate on board, and carried it to Jamaica. 
l^his aftioQ got him a great reputation at home ; 
and though in his private affairs he governed him* 
felf very well, he would oftentimes appear brntifh 
and fooli(h when in drink, running up and down 
the ftreets, beating or wounding thofe he met, oo 
perfoQ daring to make any refiAance. 

To the Spaniards he was always very barbarous 
and cruel, out of an inveterate hatred againft that 
nation ; of thefe he commanded fevcral to be roafled 
alive on wooden fpits, for not (hewing him hog- 
yards where he might fteal fwine. After many 6f 
thefe cruelties, as he was c^uifing on the coafts of 
Campeachy, a difthal tempeft furprized him fo vio 
lently^ that his (liip was wrecked upon the coafts, 
the mnriners only efcaping with their mufkets^ aad 
fome few boUets and powder, >yhich were the only 
things they could fave. The (hip was loft between 
Caoijpeachy and the Gdphu Trifte ; here they goc 
aihore . in a canoe, and marching along the coaft 
with all the ff)eed they could, they direAed their 
coorfe towards Golpho Trifte^ the comatoQ refoge 
of the pirates. Being upon his journey, and all' 
very hungry and thirfty, as is ufual in deiart places^ 
they were purfued by a troop of lOo Spaniards. 
Brafiliano percdving tkeir imminent danger, encou* 
raged his companions, teUiog them, • They were 

< better fetdiers, imd oi^t rather to die under 
' their arms fighting,, as it became men of oourago, 

< than forrender to the Spaniards, who wcoild take 
* away their lives ^th the utnaoft lormenta.' The 
pirates were but tlurty» yet feeing thcir.bravc coan- 
xnaiider o^ofe the enemy with fuch courage^ re* 
iblved to do the like : hereupon they £iced the 
troop of Spaniards, and difcharged thdr mu(kets on 
them fodex troofly, that they killed ooe horfeman 
almoft with every (hot. The fight continged. fcx: 

an 
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ftn hour, tUI at lad the Spaiiiards were put to 
flight. They dripped the dead, and took from 
them what was mcA for their ufe; foch a$ were 
not quite dead they difpatched with the eods of 
their muftet$. 

Having ^raaqmOied the eQeoiy, they mounted <m 
horfcs they found in the field, and continued their 
JQuroey : Brafiliano having loft but two of bis com- 
paoions in this bloody fight, and had two wounded* 
ProTeeuting tlieir way, before they came to the 
port, they fpled- a boat at anchor from Campeapby, 
well maoaed, protefling a few canoes that were 
lading wood ; hereupon they fent fix 0f their men 
towakh tliem, who next. morning by a wilepof«> 
fefled themfelves of the canoes. Having given no 
tice. to their companions, they hoarded them, and 
alfo look the^ little man of war> their convoy. Be* 
iog thu9. matters of thia^ fleet, they wanted only 
ppovifiona, M tvhtch they found little aboard ihoft 
ycfleb I biit this defeA was fuppUed by the horfes 
>vhkh. d^ kiUed and falted with fidt, which by 
8^d fortune die wood^cutters had bixmght with 
them, with which they fupported themfdves till 
Aeyeould.gset. better. 

They 000)1 aUo another ftiip going from New 
S])alQ to Maracaibb^ laden with divers ferts of 
ncrchandiie and pieces of eight, defigned tabuy 
<:ocoa-nut9 for their lading home : all thefe they 
carried to Jamaica, where thev fafely arrived, and; 
According to cuftom, wafted all in a few days hi 
taverns and ftews, gtvmg thenofelves to all manner 
tf defaancfaery. So^ of thefe pifates will fpend two 
or three thouiand pieces of eight hi a night, not 
kaving.tjufmfelves.a good ihirt to wear in the 
ttioroing. I &w one o€ them give a common ftrum*- 
pet ;qo pieces of eight to fee her naked. My own 
naafter would buy fometimcs a pipe of. wine, and 

placing 
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plaoDg it in the Areet, would force tfaofe that pa(Is<# 
by to drink Vith him, threatening alfo to piftof 
them if they would not. MewcHild do the like 
with barrels of beer or ale^ and very often he wouldl 
throw thefc liquors about the ftreets, and wet peo^ 
|rfe*s cloiiths, w itbout regarding whether he fpoiled 
iheir apparel* 

Among iheilrfeWcs thefe piraftes are very liberal;: 
if any one has loft all, which often happens in then? 
manner of life, they freely give hki ot what they 
have. In taverns and alehoufes they have greae 
credit ; but at Jamaica they ought not to run very 
deep in debt, feeing the inhabitants there eafily fell 
one another for debt,. This happened to my pait» 
tron, to be fold for a debt of a tavern, wherein he 
had fpent the greateft part of his money. Tbi» 
man had within three months before 3000 pieces oJF 
eight in ready cafh, all which he wafted in that 
little time, and became as poor as I have tdd yon.! 

Bnt to return : Brafiliano, after havitig' fpent all; 
was forced to g6 to fea again to feek his lortQiie ; 
he fet forth towards the coaft of Campeachy, h!^ 
common rendezvotis ; fifteen days after his arrival, 
he put himfelf into a canoe to eifpy the port of that 
city, and fee if be could rob any Spant(h vefl^ ; but 
his fortune was -fo bad, that both' he and all hii 
men were taken and earned before the governoiv 
who immediately caft them into a dungeon,' intetid^ 
ing to hang them every one ; and doubtlefe h^' had 
done fo, but for n fh-ats^m ^f Braiiliano which 
faved their lives. He wrote a letter to the gover*- 
nov, in the name^ of other pirates that were abroad 
at fea, tdling^ him, * He ffaould have a caise how 

* he ufed thde perfons he had in cuftody,. for if hi 

* hurt them in the leaft, they fwore tfiey would 
« never give quarter»to any Spaniard that fliould fall 

* into their hands^' 

Thefa. 
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' Thefe pirates haviag been often at Campeachf, 
and other places of the Weft-Indies in the Spani(h 
'^ominioQS, the governor feared what mifchief their 
^ompanioQS abroad might do, if he fbould puniOi 
them ; hereupon he releafed them, exaAing only an 
oath on them, that they would leave their exercife 
of piracy for ever ; and withal he fent them as 
common mariners in the galleons to Spain. They 
^t in this voyage, all together, 500 pieces oif 
eight ; fo that diey tarried not long there after their 
arrival ; providing themfelves with neceflaries, they 
returned to Jamaica, from whence they fet forth 
agmn to fea, committing greater robberies and cru- 
elties than before, but efpecIaUy abufing the poor 
Spaniards who fell inip their hands with all forts 
of cruelty. 

The Spaniards, finding they could gain nothing 
on thefe people, nor diminilh their number, daily 
refolved to lefien the number of their trading (hips : 
fantneither was this of any iervice; for the pirates 
finding few (hips at fea, began to gather into com- 
panies, add ta land on their dominions, ruining 
cities, towns, and villager, pillaging, burning, and 
<:arrying away as much as they could* 

The 6rA pirate who began thefe in\^afions by 
land was Lewis Scot, who facked the city of Cam- 
peachy, which he almoft ruined, robbing and de- 
ftroying all he oould, and after he had put it to an 
exceffive ranfom, he left it. After Scot came an- 
other named Manfvelt, who invaded Granada, and 
penetrated even to the South-Sea, till at la(l, for 
want of provilion, he was forced to go back. He 
aflaulted the iOe of St. Catharine, v;hich he took, 
with a few prifoners : thefe direAed him to Cartha- 
geoa, a principal city in Nueya Granada. But the 
bold attempts and anions of John Davis^ born at 
Jamaica^ ought not to be forgotten, being fome of 

the 
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the moft remarkaMe, efpectaHy hit rate prudence 
ftnd valour (hewed in the ibre* mentioned kbgdoili of 
Granada. This pirate having long cruiied in the 
gulf of Pocatauroy on the (Ups expeOed ro Carthd- 
gena, bound for Nicaragua, and not meeting aaj of 
them, refolved at laft to land in Nicaragi^, leaving 
his (hip hid on the coafV. 

This dcfign he foon execnteJ; for 'txking So 
men out of 90, which he had in all, and the 'reft he 
left to^ keep the (hip, he divided them equaBy mto 
three canoes : his intenf was to rob the churdies, 
and rifle the houfes of the chief cititens off Nicara- 
gua, Thus, in the dark night xhey enreted the 
river leading to that city, rowing in their canoes; 
by day they hid themfelves and boats under the 
branches of trees, on the banks, which grow very 
thick along the river (ides in thofe countries,' and 
along the fca-coaft. Being arrived at the city the 
third night, the centinel who kept the poll of tlie 
river thought them to be fi(hermen that had been 
fiihing in the lake ; and moft of the pirates under- 
ftanding SpanKh, he doubted not, as foon as he 
heard them fpeak. They had in their company an 
Indian who had run away from his maftcr, ivbo 
would have enflaved him unjuftly : he v^ent firft 
aftiore, and inftantly killed the centinel ; this done, 
they entered the city, aiid went dir^ly to three or 
four houfes of the chief citizens, where ti^y knocked 
foftly; thefe lelieving them to be friends, opened 
the doors, and the pirates fuddenly pofteffing them- 
selves of the bouies, ftole all the mooey and folate 
they coold find. Nor did they /pare the chuixltes 
and moft facred things, all which were pillaged 
and profaned without any refpeft or veneration. 

Mean while, great cries and lamentations were 

heard of fome who had efcaped theft! ; fo that the 

^hole city was in an uproar, and sUl ^he citizeqs 

7 rallied 
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raliied in order to a defence ; which the piratts per- 
ceiving, they iafiantly fled, carrying away their ^ 
booty, and fome prifoners : thefe they led away, 
that if any of them fhould be taken by the Spa- 
niards, they might ufe them for ranfom. Thus, 
they got to their (hip, and with all fpeed put to fca, * 
forcing the prifoners, before they let them go, to 
procure them as much flefti as was necefTary for their 
voyage to Jamaica. But no fooner had they weighed 
anchor, when they faw a troop of about 500 Spa- 
niards, all well armed, at the fea-fide; a^ainA thcfe 
they let fly fcvcral guns, wherewith they forced 
them to quit the fands, and retire with no fmall 
r^et, to fee thefe pirates carry away fo much plate 
of their churches and houfes, though diftant atleaft 
forty leagues from the fea. 

Thefe pirates jgot, on this occafion, aboye 4000 
pieces of eight in money, beGdes much plate and 
many jewels, in all to the value of 50,000 pieces, 
of eight, or more. With all this they arrived at 
Jamaica foon after. But this fort of people being 
never long mafters of their money, they \ver^ foon 
conftrained to feek more by the fame means ; and 
Captain John Davis*, prefently after his return, was 
ehofen admiral of feven or eight veflels, he being 
iK>w efteemed an able condu^or for fuch enterpri- 
ses. He began hit new command by dire6)ing his 
fleet to the north of Cuba, there to wait for the 
fleet from New Spain ; but miffing his defign, they 
determined for Florida : being arrived there, they 
landed their men, and facked a fmall city named 
St. Anguftine of Florida. The caftlo had a garifon 
of aoo men, but could not prevent the pillage of 
the city, they effeAing it without the leaft damage 
from the foldiers or townfmen. 

Thus we have fpoken, in ^he firft part of this 
book, of the conftitmion of-HifpaniOla and Tor- 

tuga, 
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tHga, their properties and iobabitants, as alfo of the 
fruits: in the fecood part we (hall defcribe the 
aAioDS of the two moft famous pirates, who com- 
mitted many horrible crimes and inhumanities upon 
the Spaniards. 

CHAP. vni. 

Of the origin of Francis Lolonois, and the Beginning 
of his robheries. 

l^Raacis Lolonois was a natire of that territory 
" in France which is called Les Sables d*01one, 
or the Sands of Olone: in his youth he was tranf* 
ported to the Caribbee iflands, in quality of fer- 
vant or flave, according to cudom, of which we 
have already fpoken. Being out of his time, he 
came to Hifpaniola ; here he joined for fome time 
with the hunters, before he began his robberies 
upon the Spaniards, which ( (h^l now relate^ till 
his unfortunate death. 

At fird he made two or three voyages as a com- 
mon mariner, wherein he behaved himfelf fo cou- 
rageouQy, as to gain the favour* of the governor of 
Tortuga, Monfieur de la Place, tnfomuch that he 
gave him a fhip, in whic)i he might feck his for- 
tune, which was very &vourable to him at firft, for 
in a (hort time He got, great riches : but his cruel- 
ties againd the Spaniards were fuch, that the fame 
of them made him fo well known through the 
Indies, that the Spaniards, in his time, would 
choofe rather.to die, or fmk fighting, than furren- 
der, knowing they (hould have no mercy at his 
hands. But Fortune, being feldom conftant, after 
fqme time turned her back; for in a huge ftorm he 
loft his (hip on the cpaA of Campeachy. The men 
were all faved, but coming upon dry land, the 

Spaniards 
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Spaniards purfued them, and* killed the greateft 
part, wounding alfo Lolonois. Not knowing how 
to efcapcy he faved his life by a ftratagem : ming- 
ling fand with the blood of his wounds, with which 
befmearing his face and other pacts of his body, 
and hiding himfelf dextroufly among the dead, he 
continued there till the Spaniards quitted the field. 

They being gcaie, he retired to the woods, and . 
bound up his wounds as woll as he could : th«fe 
being pretty well healed, he took his way to Cam- 
peachy, having difguifed himfelf in a Spanifh habit. 
Here he enticed certain flaves, to whom he promifed . 
liberty, if they would obey him, and truft to his 
condudl. They accepted his promifes, and fteal- 
ing a canoe, they went to (ex with him. Now the 
Spaniards having nude feveral of his companions 
prifoners, kept them clofe in a dungeon, while 
Lolonoi$ went about the town, and faw what 
pafTed. . Thefe \Vere often allced, * What is be- 
* Come of your captain ?' To whom they conftantly 
anfwered, * He is dead.' Which rejoiced the Spa- 
niards, who made bonfires, and, knowing nothing 
to the contrary, gave thanks to God for their deli- 
verance from fuch a cruel pirate. Lolonois having 
feen thefe rejoicings for his death, made hafte to 
efcape, with the flaves above-mentioned, and came 
fafe to Tortuga, the common refuge of all forts of 
wicked nefs, and tlie feminary, as it were, of pirates 
and thieves. Though now his fortune was low, 
yet- he got another (hip with craft and fubtlety, and 
in it 21 men. Being well provided with arms and 
neceflaries, he fet forth for Cuba, on the fouth 
whereof is a fmall village called de los Cayos. 
TheMuhabitaots drive a great trade in tobacco, fu- . 
gar, and hides, and all in boats, not being able to 
ufe (hips, by reafon of the little depth of that fea. 

Vol. L D Lolonois 
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Lolonois was pcrfuaded he ftiould get here fomr 
.confiderable prey ; but by the good fortune of fonxe 
liftiermen who faw him, and the mercy of God, 
they efcaped him : for the inhabitants of the town 
difpatched immediately a meflenger over land to the 
Havanna, complaining that Lolonois was come to 
deftroy them with two canoes. The governor 
could very hardly believe riiis, having received let- 
ters from Campeachy that he 'Was dead : but at 
:their importunity he fent a (hip to their relief, with 
'ten guns, and ninety men, well armed ; giving 
them this exprefs .command, * That tliey (hould not 

* return into hi$ prefence without having totally 
^ deftroyed thofe pirates.' To this efFeft^ he gave 
them a negro to ferve for a hangman, and orders, 

* That they ftiould immediately hang every one of 
'"* the pirates, excepting Lolonois, their captain, 

^ whom they ihould bring alive to the Havaana,' 
This ftiip arrive;d at Cayos, of whofe coming the 
pirates were advertized beforehand, and inftead of 
ilying, went to feek it in the river Eftera, whece 
^le rode. at anchor. The pirates feized fomefifher- 
men, and forced them by night to fhew them the 
entry of the port, hoping foon to, obtain a greater 
veflel than their two canoes, and thereby to mend 
their fortune. They arrived, after two in the 
morning, very nigh the (hip, and the watch oa 
board the fliip afking them, * Whence they came, 

* ^nd if they had feen any pirates abroad?* they 
<:aufed one of the prifoners to anfwer, * Tliisy had 

* feen no pirates, nor any thing elfe.' Which an- 
fwer made them believe that they were fled upoa 
hearing of their coming. 

3ut they foon found the contrary ; for aly)ut 
break of day the pirates aflaultcd the veffel on both 
/ides with their two canoes, with fuch vigour, that 
though the Spaniards bdiaved themfelves as th#y 

ought, 
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ought, and made as good defence as they could, 
making fomc ufe of their great guns, yet they were 
•forced to furrender, beng beaten by" the pirates, 
with fword in hand, down under the hatches. 
From hence Lolonois commanded them to be 
brought up, one by one, and in this order caufed 
their heads to be ftruck off. Among the reft came 
up the negro, defigned to be the pirates execu- 
tioner; this fellow implored mercy at his hands 
very dolefully, telling Lolonois he was conflituted 
rhaugman of that fliip, and 4f he would fpare him, 
'he would tell him faithfully all that he (hould dc* 
lire. Lolonois making him confefs what he thought 
^t, com Banded him to be murdered with the reft. 
Thus he crudly and barbaroufly put them all to 
death, referving only one alive, whom he fent back 
to the governor of the Havaiina, with this meflage 
in writing : * I fhall never henceforward give quar- 

* ter to any Spaniard whatfoever ; and I have great. 

* hopes I (hall execute on your own perfon the very 

* fame punifhment I have done upon them you fent 

* againft me. Thus I have retaliated the kindnefe 

* you defigned to me and my companions.' The 
governor, much troubled at this fad news, fwore 
in the prefence of many, that he would never grant 
quarter to any pirate that fliould fall into his hands. 
But the citizens pf the Havanna defired him hot to 
perfifl: in the execution of that rafti and tigorotrs 
oath, feeing the pirates would certainly take occa- 
fion from thence to do the fame, and ^hey bad an 
hundred times more opportunity of revenge than 
Jie : that being neceiEtated to get their . li vetthood 
by fiihery, they fttould hereafter always be in dan- 

• l^er of their lives. By thefe reafons he was per- 
fuaded to bridle his anger, and remit the feverity 
vof his oath, 

D % Now 
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Now Lolonois had got a good (hip, but very few 
provifions and people in it ; to purchafeboth which, 
he rcfolved to cruize from one port to another* Do- 
ing thus for fome time, without fuccefs, he deter- 
mined to go to the port of Maracaibo : here he 
furprized a (hip laden with plate and other mer- 
chandizes, outward bound to buy cocoa-nuts. 
With this prize he returned to Tortuga, where he 
was received with joy by the inhabitants, they con- 
gratulating his happy fuccefs and their own pri- 
vate intereft. He (laid not long there, but de- 
(igned to equip a fleet fufficlent to tranfport 500 
men and neceflaries. Thus provided, he refblved 
to pillage both cities, towns, and villages, and, 
finally, to take Maracaibo itfclf. For this pur pofe, 
he knew the ifland of Tortuga would afford him 
inany refolute and courageous n\en, fit for fuch en- 
terprize? ; befides, he had in his fervice feveral pri- 
foners well acquainted .with the ways and places de- 
fjgned upon. 

C H A P. IX. 

L$lonois equips a fleet to land upon the SpaniJh-iJIandp 
cf America^ with intent to rob, Jack, and burn 
ivhatfoever he met ivith, 

/^F this defign Lolonois giving notice to all the 
^-^ pirates, whether at home or abroad, he got 
together, in a little while, above 400 men ; bcfide 
which, there was then in Tortuga' another pirate, 
named Michael de Bafco, who, by his piracy, had 
got riches fufficlent to live at eafe, and go no more 
abroad ; having, withal, the office of major of the 
ifland. But feeing the great preparations that Lo- 
lonois made for this expedition, he joined him, and 
oflered him, thaf if he wpul4 make him his chief cap- 
tain 
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tain by land (feeing he knew ihjc country very well, 
and all its avenues) he would fliare in his fortunes, 
and go with him. They agreed upon articles, to the 
great joy of I^olonois; knowing that Bafco had done 
great aftions in Europe, and had the repute of a 
good (bldier. Thus they all embarked in eight 
vcflels, th^t of Lolonois being the greateft, liaving 
ten guns of indifferent carriage. 

All ihings being ready, and the whole company 
on board, they fet (ail together about the end of 
April, being in all 660 peifons. They ftcered for 
that part called Bayala, north of Hifpaniola ; here 
they took into their company fome French hunters, 
who voluntarily offered themfcfves, and here they 
provided themfelves with viftuals and necefTarics 
for their voyage. 

From hence they failed again the lart of July, and 
fleered direftly to the caftern cape of the ifle caliei 
Punta d'Efpada, Hereabouts efpying a fbip from 
Puerto- Rico, bound for New Spain, laden with co- 
coa-nuts, Lolonois commanded the reft of the fleet 
to wait for him near Savona, on the eaft of Cape 
Punta d'Efpada, he alone intending to take the faid 
vefTel. The Spaniards, though they had been ia 
fight full two hours, and knew them to be pirates, 
yet would not flee, but prepared to fight, being 
well armed and provided. The combat lafted three 
hours, and then they furrendered. This fhip had 
16 guns and 50 fighting men aboard: they found 
m her- 120,000 weight of cocoa, 40,000 pieces of 
eight, and the value of 10,^00 more in jewels. Lo- 
lonois ifent the Veflel prefently to Tortuga to be un- 
laden, with orders to return as foon as poffible ta 
Savona, where he would wait for them. Meaa 
while-ihe rcfl of the fleet being arrived at Savona, 
met another Spanifh vcflel coming from Coman, 
with military provifions to Hifpaniola, and money 
D 3.. to 
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to pay the garifons there. This veff^l they alfa> 
took wlthouc any rcfiftance, though mounted with? 
eight guns. In it were 7000 weight of pow- 
der, a great ^number of muflcets, and like things^ 
with 12,000 pieces of eight. 

Thefe fucceiTes encouraged the pirates, they 
feeming very lucky beginnings, efpeci^ly finding 
their fleet pretty well recruited in a little time : for. 
the firft fhip arriving at Tortuga, the governor or* 
dered it to be inftantly unladen, and foon after fent 
back, with frefh provifions and other necefEiries^ 
to Lolonois. This (hip he chofe for hirafelf, and 
gave that which he commanded to his comrade^ 
Anthony du Puis. Being thus recruited whh meiiy. 
in [lieu of them he had lofl: ia taking the prizes, 
and by ficknefs, he found himfelf in a good coisdi- 
tion to fet fail for Maracaibo, in the province of 
Neuva Venezuela, in the latitude of t-2 deg. lomin*. 
iM>rth. This ifland is 20 leagues long, and 12 broad. 
To this port alfo belong the iflands of Onega and 
Moages. The eaft fide ther.eof is called Cape St» 
Roman, and the weHem fide Cape of Caquibacoa* 
The gdigh is called by fome the Gulph of Vene- 
zuela, buftbe pirates ufually call it the £ay of Ma* 
racalbo. 

At the entrance of this gulph are two iflands, 
-extending from eaft to weft ; that towards the eaft- 
is called Ifla de las Vigilias, or the Walch Ifle, be« 
caufe in the middle is an high hill, oa which ftands 
a wacch-houfe; the other is called Ifla de la Palo- 
mas, or the Ifle of Pigeons. Between thefe two 
iflands runs a little fea, or rather lake of frcfli wa- 
ter, 60 leagues long, and 30 broad, which dif- 
irorging itfelf into the ocean, dilates itfelf about the 
aid two iflands. Between them is the beft paf- 
fage for fliips, the channel being no broader than 
the flight of a great gun of about eight pounds. Oa 

the 
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fli^ !fle of Pigeons ftandeth a caftle, to impede the 
entry of veffels, all being necefEtated to come very 
High the caftle, by reafon of two banks of fand on 
the other fide, \<rith only fourteen feet water. 
Many other banks of fand there are in this lake, as 
that called El Tablaio, or the Great Table, no* 
deeper than ten feet, forty leagues within the lake. 
Others there are, that have no more than fix, fevcn, 
or eight feet in depth : all are very dangerous, 
efpeclally to mariners unacquainted with thena. 
Weft hereof is the city of Maracaibo, very pleafaat 
fo the view, its houfes being built along the ftiore, 
Having delightful profpefts all round : the city may 
contain three or four thou fand perfons, flaves in- 
cluded, "all which make a town of a reafonable big- 
nefs. There are judged to be about eight hundred 
]>erfons able to bear arms, all Spaniards; Here are 
one parifh church, well built and adorned, four 
monafterie?, and one hofpital. The city is governecT 
By a deputy-governor, fubllltuted by the governor 
of the Caraccas,* The trade here exercifed is moftly 
in hides and tobacco: The inhabitants poflefs great 
numbers of cattle, and many plantations, which 
extend thirty leagues in the country, efpecially to- 
wards the great town of Gibraltar, where are ga- 
tliered great quantities of cocoa- ntits, and all other 
garden-fruits, which ferve for the regale and fufte^^ 
nance of the inhabitants of Maracaibo, whofe terri- 
tbries are much drier than thofe of Gibraltar 
Hither thofe of Maracaibo fend great quantities of 
ilefh, they making returns in orangey, lemons, and 
other fruits ; for the inhabitants of Gibraltar want 
iSefh, their fields not being capable of feeding cows 
or (heep. ^ 

Before Maracaibo is a very fpacious and fecure 
port, wherein miay be built all forts of veflels, hav- 
ing great convenience of timber, which may tie 
D 4 transported 
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tranfported thither at little charge. Nigh the town 
lies alfo a finall ifland called Borrica, where they 
feed great numbers of goats, which cattle the inha- 
bitants ufe more for their fkins, than their flefli or 
milk, they flighting thefe two, unlefs while they 
are tender, and young kids. In the fields are fied 
Ibme (heep, but of a'very fmall fize. In fome 
iflands of the lake, and in other places hereabouts, 
are many favage Indians, called by the Spaniards 
Bravoes, or wild. Thefe could never be i educed 
by the Spaniards, being brutifh and untameable. 
They dwell moflly towards the weft lide of the 

* lake, in little huts b^jilt on trees growing in the 
water, fo to keep themfelves from the innumerable 
niofquitoes or gnats, which infcft and torment them 
night and day. To the eaft of the faid lake are 
whole towns of fifliermen, who likewife live in huts 

^built on trees, as. the former. Another reafon of 
this dwelling is the frequent inundations j for after 
great rains the land is often overflown for two or 
three leagues, there being no lefs than twenty-five 
gieat rivers that feed this lake. The town of Gib- 
r.Jtar is alfo frequently drowned by thefe, fo that 
tlie inhabitants are conft rained to retire to their plaa- 
tations. 

Gibraltar, fituate at the fide of the lake,- about 
forty leligues within it^ receives its provifions of 
flefli, as has been faid, from Maracaibo. The 
town is inhabited by about 1500 perfons, whereof 
400 may bear arms ; the greatcft part of them keep 
jfliops, wherein they excrcife one trade or other. 
In the adjacent fields are numerous plantations of 

"fugar and cocoa, in which are many tall and beau- 
tiful trees, of whofe timber houfes may be built,- 
and fliips. Among thefe are many handfome and 

- proportionable cedars, feven or eight feet about, of 
which they build boats and fliipv ^ ^s to bear one 

only 
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' only great fail ; fuch veffels being called Piragua?^ 
The whole country is well furnifhed wiih rivers 
and brooks, very ufeful In droughts, being thea 
(CUt into many little channels to water their fields 
and ^plantations. They plant alfo much tobacco^ 
well efteeiticd in Europe, and for its ^oodnefs is 
called there Tobacco^ de facerdotes^ or priefts to- 
bacco. They enjoy nigh twenty leagues of jurif- 
didtion, which is bounded by very high mountains. 
perpetually covered with fnow. On the other fide 
'of thefe mountains is fituate a great city called Me-^ 
rida, to which the town of Gibraltar is fubjeft. 
All merchandize is carried heiice to the aforcfaid 
city on mules, and that but at one feafon of the 
year, by reafon of the exceffive cold in thofe high 
mountains. On the faid mules returns are inade in 
'flour of meal, which, comes from towards Peru, by 
the way of Eftaffe. 

Thus far I thought good to make a (hort de- 
fcription of the lake of Maracaibo, that my reader 
mFght the better connprehend what I ftiall (iiy con- 
cerning the aflions of pirates la this place, as 
follows. 

Lolonois arriviBg at the gulph of Venezuela caft 
afKhor with his whole fleet out of fight of the Vi- 
gilia, or Wa tch • i ile : next day very early, he fet 
fail thence with all his (hips for the lake of Mara- 
caibo, where rhey caft anchor again; then they 
landed their men, with defiga to attack firft the 
fortrcfs that commanded the bar, therefore called! 
de la Barra. This fort con fills only of feveral great 
bglkets of earth placed on a rifing ground, planted 
with 16 great guns, with feveral other heaps oi 
earth round about for covering their men. The 
pirates 'having landed a league off this fort, advan. 
ced by degrees towards it ; but the 'governor har- 
log efpied ibdr landing, bad pla<;ed aa ao^bofcade 
D 5 ' to 
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to cut them off behind, Vfhilc he thould attack 
' them in front. This the pirates difcovered, and 
getting before, they defeated it fo entirely, that not 
a man could retreat to the cafllc: this done, Lolo- 
nois, with his companions, advanced immediately 
to the fort, and after a fight of almoft three hours, 
Vilih the ufual defperatioa of this fort of people, 
they became matters thereof, without any other 
arms than fwords and piftols. While they were 
fighting, thofe who were the routed ainbufcade, 
not being able to get into the caflk, retired into- 
Mrracaibo in great confufiott and diforder, crying,. 
* The pirates will prefcntly be here with two thou- 
' fand men and mc re* The city having formerly- 
been taken by this kind of people, and facked to 
to the uttermoft, had ftill an idea of that mifery :. 
fo that upon tbefe difmal news they endeavoured tp 
cfcape towards Gibraltar in their boats and canoes, 
carrying with them all the goods and money^they 
could. Being come to Gibraltar, they told how 
the fortrefs was taken, and nothing had been faved> 
nor any pcrfons efcaped. 

The caflle thus taken by the pirates, they pre- 
fently /ignified to the (hips their viftory, that they 
fhould come farther in without feaii of danger. 
The reft of that day was fpent in ruining and de- 
inoliihing the faid caftle. They nailed the guns, 
and burnt as much as they could not caiiy away, 
burying the dead, and feuding on board the fleet - 
the wounded. Next day, very early, they weighed 
anchor, and fteered all together towards Maracaibo^ 
about iix leagues diflant from the fort ; but the 
wind falling that day, they could advance little, 
being forced to expert the tide. Next morning they 
came in fight of the town,- and prepared for land-i- 
ing under the proteftion of their own guns, fear* 
log the Spaniards might have laid an ai^ibufcade ia 

the 
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the woods : they put their men into canoes, brought 
for that purpofe, and landed where they thought 
moft convenient, (hooting ftiil furioufly with their 
great guns. Of thofe in the canoes, half only went 
aQiore, the other half remained aboard ; tbey fired 
from the ftiips as fall as poflible, towards the woody' 
part of the (hore, but could difcover no body ; thea 
they entered the town,' whofe inhabitants, as I told 
you, were retired to the wood, and Gibraltar, with 
their wives, children, and families: their houfes 
th^ left well provided with viffuals, as flour, 
bread, pork, brandy, wines, and poultry : witb 
thefe the pirates fell to making good cheer, form 
four weeks before they had no opportunity of filling 
their ftomachs with fuch plenty. 

They inftantly poflcfled ihemfelves of the beft 
fat)nfes in the town, and placed centinels wherever 
they thought convenient ; the great church ferved* 
them for their main guard. Next day they fent 
out 160 men to find out fome of the inhabitants in 
the woods thereabouts ; thefe returned the fame- 
night, bringing with them 20,000 pieces of eight, 
fevcral mules laden with houfhold goods and mer- 
chandize, and twenty prifoners, men, women, and ' 
children. Some of thefe were put to the rack to 
make them confefs where they had hid the reft of 
their goods ; but they could extort very little from 
them. Lolonois, who valued not murdering, . 
though" in cold blood, ten or twelve Spaniards, . 
drew his cutlafs, and hacked one to pieces before 
the reft, faying, • If you do not confefs and de- 
* dare where you have hid the reft of your goods, 
'I will do the like to all your companions.* At 
laft, amongft thefe horrible cruelties and inhuman 
threats, one promifed to (hew the place where the- 
reft of the Spaniards were hid ; but thofe that were^ 
fled having intelligence of it, changed place, and 
D 6 buried^ 
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buried the remnant of their riches under ground, 
fo that the pirates could not find tjiem out, unlefs 
fome of their own party ftiould reveal them ; be- 
fides, the Spaniards flying from one place to ano- 
ther every day, and often changing woods, were 
jealous even of each other, fo as the father durft 
fcarce truft his own fon. 

After the pirates had been fifteen days in Mara- 
caibo, they refolved for Gibraltar ; but the inhabi- 
tants having received intelligence thereof, and that 
they intended afterwards to go to Merida, gave no- 
tice of it to the governor there, who was a valiant 
foldicr, and had been an officer in Flanders. ,.His 
anfwer was, * He would have them take no care> 

* for he hoped in a little while to exterminate t^hc 
^ faid pirates.' Whereupon he came to Gibraltar 
with 400 men well armed, ordering at the fame 
time the inhabitants to put tfiemfekes in arms ; fa 
that in all he made 800 fighting men. With the 
fame fpeed he raifed a battery towards the fea, 
mounted with twenty guns, covered with great 
ba/kets of earth ; another battery he placed in ano- 
ther place, mounted with eight guns. This done, 
he barricadoed a narrow pafTage to the town, 
through which the pirates muft pjifs, opening at the 
fame time another through much dirt and mud inta 
the v/ood, totally unknown to the pirates. 

The pirates, ignorant of thefe preparations, haT- 
ing embarked all their prifoners and booty, took 
their way towards Gibraltar. Being come in fight 
cf the place, they faw the royal ftandard hanging 
forth, and that thofe of the town defigned to de- 
fend their hoiifes. Lolonois feeing this, called a 
council of war what they ought to do, telling his- 
officers and mariners, * That the difficulty of the 

* enterprize was very great, feeing the Spaniards had 

* had fo much time to put themfelves la a pofture 
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' of defence, z^d had got a good body of men to* 

* gether, with much ammunition ; but notwith- 

* ftanding,* faid he, * have a good courage, wc 
' muft either defend ourfelves like good foldiers, or 
' Jofe our lives with all the riches we have got. Do 

* as I fiiall do who am your captain : at other times 

* wc have fought with fewer men than we have ia 

* our company at prefent, and yet we have over* 

* come greater numbers than there poffibly can be 

* in this town : the- more they are, the more glory 
' and the greater riches we fhall gain/ The pirates 
fappofed that all the riches of the inhabitants of 
Maracaibo were tranfported to Gibraltar, or at leaft 
the greateft part. After this fpeech, they all pro^ 
niifed to follow and obey him. Lolonois made an- ♦ 
fwer, < It is well, but know ye, withal, that the 

* firft man who (hall (hew any fear, or the leaft ap- 

* prehenfion thereof, I will piftol him with my own 

* hands.' 

,With this refolution they caft anchor nigh the 
ftiore, near three quarters of a league from the 
town: next day, before fun- rifing, they landed 380 
men well provided, and armed every one with a 
cutlafs and one or two piftols, and fufficient powder 
and bullet for thirty charges.. Here they all (hook 
hands in teftimony of good courage, and began 
their match, Lok>nois fpeaking thus, * Come, my 

* brethren, follow me, and have good courage/ 
They followed their guide, who believing he led 
them well, b-ought them to the way which the go* 
vernor had barricadoed : not being able to pafs 
that way, they went to the other newly made in 
the wood among the mire,^ which the Spaniards 
could (hoot into at pleafare; but the pirates, full 
of courage, cut down the branches of trces^ and 
threw them on the way, that they might not flick 
iQthe ^lit} mean while thofe* of Gibraltar fired 

with 
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^¥ith their great guns fofurioufly, that they could' ' 
fcarce heap nor fee for the noife and fmoke; Beings 
part the wood, they came on firm ground, where 
they met with a battery of iix guns, which imnae- 
diately . the Spaniards difcharged upon them, ail » 
loaded with fmall buHets- and* pieces of iron ; and • 
the Spaniards follying forth, fet upon* them with- 
fuch fury, as caufed the pirates to give way, 'few of . 
them caring to advance towards the fort, many of 
them being already killed and wounded. This 
made them go back to feek another way ; but the ■ 
Spaniards having cut down many trees to hinder the: 
paflage, they could fiad none, but were forced to- 
return to that they had left. Here- the Spaniards?- 
continued to fire as before, ryor would they fally 
out of their batteries to fighr them any -more. L®- 
lonols and his-companions -not being able to grimp 
up the baOcets of earth, were- compelled to ufe an - 
old flratagem, wherewith at laft they deceived and^' 
overcame the Spaniards. 

Lolonois retired fuddenly with air his men, ma-' 
king (hew as if he fled; hereupon the Spaniards 
' crying- out, * Th€y flee, they fl^e, let ' us follow* 
* them/ fallied' forth with- great diforder to the 
purfuit. Being drawn- to fome diftance from the' 
batteries, which was the pirates only defign, they 
turned upon them unexpeftedly with fword in hand,' 
and killed above 200 men ; and thus fighting their 
way through thofe who remained, they poflefled 
tliemfelves of the batteries. The Spaniards that- 
remained abroad, giving themfelves over for lofl-,* 
fled to the woods ; thofe in the battery of elghr 
guns furrendered themfelves, obtaining quarter jfbr' 
their lives. The pVrates being now become matters 
of the town, pulled down the Spanifti colours and 
fet up their own, taking prifoners as many tis they 
could find : thefe they carried to ihe great church; 
• • wiiere^' 
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iwhere thef raifed a. battery of feveral great gun», 
fearicg left the Spaniards that were fled (hould 
Tally, and come upon them again*; but next day 
being all fortified, their fears were over. 7'hey 
^hered the dead to bury them, being above 500 
Spaniards, befides the woiraded in the town, and 
thofe that died of their wounds in the woody. 
The pirates had alfo above 1 50 prifoncrs, and nigh 
5P0 flaves, many women and children. 

Of their awn companions-only forty were killecf, 
and almoft eighty wounded, whereof the grcatell 
part died through the bad air, which brought fevers 
and other illnefs. They put the flairi Spaniards into 
two great boats, and carrying them a quarter of a 
league to fea, they fuak the boats ; this done, they 
gaiheied all the plate, houftiold-ftufP, and 'merchan- 
dize they could, or thought convenient to carry 
away. The Spaniards who had any tiling left had 
hid it carefully; but the unfiUisfied pirates, not 
contented with the riches they had got, fought for 
more goods and merchandize, not fparing thofe 
wJio lived in the fields, fuch as hunters and plant- 
ers. They had fcarce been eighteen dnys on the 
place, whea the greateft part of the prifoners died 
for hunger^ for in the town were few provifions> 
efpeciaily of flefti, though they had fome, but no 
fufficient quantity of flbur of meal, and this the 
pirates had taken for themfelves, as they alfo took 
the fwine, cows, flieep, and poultry, without al'- 
lowing any Ihare to the poor prifoners ; for thefe 
they only provided fome fmall quantity of mules 
andalfes fldh ; and many who could not eat of that 
loathfome provifion, died for hunger, 'th^ir flo- 
machs not being accuflomed to fuch fuftetiance ;' 
only fome women were allowed better cheer, be-' 
caufe they ferved their fenfual delights, to which'' 
thofe robbers are much given : among thefe fome* 

had 
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had been forced, others were volunteers, though 
almoft «11 rather fubmitted through poverty an<i 
hunger than any other caufe. Of the prifoners 
many alfo died under the torment they fuftained ta 
make them difcover their money or jewels ; and c^ 
thefe, fome had none, noi* knew of none, and 
others. denying what they knew, endured fuch hor* 
rible deaths.- 

Finally, after having been in poflcffion of the 
town four entire weeks, they fent four of the pri- 
foners to the Spaniards that were fled to the woods?, 
demanding of them a ranfom for not burning the 
towa; the fum demanded was 10,000 pieces of 
eight, which if not fent, they threatened to reduce 
it to aflies. For bringing in this money, they al- 
' lowed them only two days ; but the Spaniards not 
having ,been able to gather fo punftually fuch a funa, 
the pirates fired many places of the town y where- 
upon the inhabitants begged them to help quench 
the fire, and the ranfom fhould be readily paid. 
The pirates condefcended, helping as much as they 
could to flop the fire; but, notwithftajiding aU 
their beft endeavours, one port of the town was 
ruined, efpecially the- church belonging to the md- 
naftery w^s burnt down. After they had received 
^be faid fum, they carried aboard all the riches they 
had got, with a great number of (laves which had 
not paid tlie ranfom ; for all the prifoners had fnm$ 
of money fet upon them, and the flavcs were alfo 
commanded to be redeemed. Hence they returned 
to Maracaibo» where being arrived, they foand a 
general confternation in the whole city, to whicb 
they fent three or four prifoners to tell the governor 
and inhabitants, * They (hould bring them 30,00a 
* pieces of eight aboard their (hips for a ranfom of 
♦their houfes, otherwifc they (hould be facked 
{ .anew, and burut.' 

Among 
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Among thefe debates a party of pirates came on 
(here, and carried away the images, piftures, and 
bells of the great church, aboard the fleet. The 
Spaniards who were^fent to demand the fum afore- 
feid returned, with orders to make fome agree- 
ment ; who concluded with the pirates to give for 
their ranfom and liberty 20,000 pieces of eight, 
and 500 .cows, provided that they (hould commit 
EC farther hoftilities, but depart thence prefently, 
after payment of money and cattle. The one and 
the other being delivered, the whole fleet fet fail, 
caufing great joy to the inhabitants of Maracaibo, 
to fee themfelves quit of them : but three days after 
they renewed their fears with admiration, feeing 
. the pirates appear again, and re-enter the port with 
all their ihips ; but tliefc appre^Jienfions vaniftied, 
upon hearing one of the j^rates errand, who came 
a£hore from Lolonois, * to demand a fkilful pilot to 

* conduft one of the greatcll fliips over the dan- 
. ' gerous bank that lieth at -the very entry of the 

* lake.* Which petition, or rather command, was 
. inftantly granted. 

They had now been full two months in thofe 
towns, wherein they committed thofe cruel and 
infolent^ftions we have related . Departing thence, - 
.they took their courfe to Hifpaniola, and arrived 
there in eight days, cafting anchor in a port called 
Ifla de laVacca, or Cow Ifland, This ifland is 
inhabited by French bucaniers, who moftly fell the 
flefli they hunt to pirates, and others, who now and 
then put in there to viftual or trade. Here they ' 
unladal their whole cargazone of riches, the ufual 
ftorehoufe of the pirates being commoply under the 
flielter of the bucaniers. Here they made a divl- 
decid of all their prizes and gains, according to the 
order and degree of every one, as has been men- 
tioned before. Having Jiiade an cxa£t calcul^ioa 

of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JO ne HIS^raRr af rSr' 

of all their plunder, they found in r^ady moneys 
a6o,ooo pieces of eight : this being divided, §very ' 
one received for his (hare in money, as alfo in filk, 
linen, and other commodities, to the value of above= 
loo pieces of eight. Thofe who had been wounded 
received their firft part, after the rate mentioned 
before, for the lofs of their lirnbs. Then they 
weighed all the plate uncoined, reckoning ten pieces- 
of eight to a pound ; the jewels were prized differ- 
ently, either too high or too low, by reafon of their 
ignorance. This done, every one was put to his- 
oath again, that he had not fmuggled any thing 
from the common ftock. Hence they proceeded to* 
the dividend of the fliares of fuch as were dead in 
battle, orotherwifc: thefe fhares were given to* 
their friends, to be kept entire for^h^m, and to be 
delivered in due time to their neareft relations, or 
their apparent lawful heirs. 

The whole dividend being finilhed, they fet fait 
for Tortuga: here they anived a month after, to 
the great joy of moft of the ifland ; for as to tfie 
common pirates, in three weeks they had fcarce any 
money left, having (pent it all in things of little va- 
lue, or loft it at play. Here had arrived, not long , 
before them, two French (hips, with wine and 
brandy, and fuch like commodities, whereby thefe 
liquors, at the arrival of the pirates, were indiffe- 
rent cheap ; but this lafted not long, for foon after 
they were enhanced extremely, a gallon of brandy 
being fold for four pieces of eight. The governor 
of the ifland bought of the pirates the whole cargo 
of the (hip laden with cocoa, giving for that rich 
commodity fcarce the twentieth part of its worth. 
Thus they made fliift to lofe and fpend the riches 
they had got, in much lefs time than they were 
purchafed :^the;tavcrns and ftewrs, according to the 
•uftom of pirates,- got the. greateft pa<rt; fo-tbftt 

foon 
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fcon after they were forced to feek more by the fama 
unlawful means they had got the former. 

C HAP. X. 

lolonois makes nriv preparations to taka- the city of 
St. James da Leon \ as alfo that of Nicaragua^ 
- where he miferahly perijbes. 

¥ OLONOIS had got great repute at Tortuga 
by this laft voyage, becaufe he brought home 
foch confiderabie profit ; and now he need take no 
great care to gather men to ferve under him, more 
coming in voluntarily than he could employ, every 
one •repofing fuch confidence in his eonduft, that 
they judged it very fafe to expofe themfelves, ia 
his company, to the greaieft dangers. He refolved 
therefore a fecond voyage to the parts of Nicaragua^- 
to pillage there as many towns as he could. 

Having publifhed his new preparations, he had- 
»U his men together at the time, being about 700. 
Of thefe he put 300 aboard the ftiip he took: at 
Maracaibo, and the reft in five other vefiels of lefler< 
burden ; fo that they were in all fix (hips. The 
firft port they went to was Bayaha in Hifpanicda, to 
virtual the fleet, and take in provifions ; which 
done, they fleered their- counfe to a port called Ma« 
tamana, on the fouth fide of Cuba, intending to^ 
take here all the canoes they coutd, thefe. coafts be- 
ing frequented by the fifliers of tortoifes, who carry 
them hence to the Havanna. They took as many 
of them, to the great grief of thofe miferable peo- 
ple, as they thought neceflary ; for they had great 
ufe for thefe fmall bottoms, by reafon the port they 
defigned for had not depth' enough for fliips of any 
burden^ Hence they took their courfe towards the 
cape Gracias a Dios, oa the conticKBt, in latitude 
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- 15 dcg. n6rth, 100 leagues from the ifland de los 
Fioos. Being at fea, they were taken with a fad 
and tedious calm, and, by the agitation of the 
waves alone, were thrown into the gulph of Hon- 
duras : here they laboured hard in vain to regain 
what they had lod, both the waters and the winds 
^ being contrary ; befides, the (hip wherein Lolonois 
was embarked could not foUow^he reft; and, what 
was worfe, they wanted provifions^ Hereupon 
. they were forced to put into the firft port tl\ey could 
' reach, to re-vi<flual : fo they entered with their ca- 
noes into the river Xagua,- inhabited by Indians, 
whom they totally (Jcft^oyed, finding great quan- 
tities of millet, and many hogs and hens ; not con- 
. tented with which, they determined to remain there 
till the bad weather was over, and to pillage all the 
towns and villages along the coaft ©f the gulph. 
Thus they paf .-d from one place to another, feek- 
ing ftill more provifions, with which they were not 
: fufficiently fupplicd. Having fearched and rifled 
. many villages, where they found no ^eat matter, 
: they came at laft to Puerto Cavallo. Here the 
Spaniards have two ftorehoufes to keep the mer- 
chandizes that are brought from the inner parts of 
the. country, till the arrival of the (hips. There 
. was then in the port a Spani(h (hip of 24 guns and 
1 6 pedreroes, or mortar-pieces : this (hip was im- 
mediately fcized by the pirates, and then drawing 
nigh the (horc, they landed, and burnt the twa 
ftorehoufes, with all the reft of the houfes there. 
Many inhabitants, likcwife, they took prifoners, and 
committed upon them the moft inhuman cruelties 
that ever heathens invented ; putting them {o the 
cruelleft tortures, they could devife. It was the 
'"cuftom of Lolonois, that having tormented perfons 
not confe(ring, he would inftantly cut them in pieces^ 
with his hanger, and pull out their tongues, dc-. 

firing 
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firing to do fo, if pofGble, to every Spaniard in the 
world. It 'often happened, that feme of thefe mi- 
feraWe prifdners, being forced by the rack,^ would 
promife to difcover the plafies where the fugitive 
Spaniards lay hid ; which being not able afterwards' 
to perform, they were put to more cruel deaths than 
they who were dead before. 

The prifoners being all dead but two (whom 
they referved to fhew them what they deCred) they 
marched hence to the town of San Pedro, or St. 
Peter, ten or twelve leagues from Puerto Cavallo, 
being 300 men, whom Lolonois led, leaving behind 
him Mofes van Vin, his heutenant^ to govern the 
reft in his abfence. Being come three leagues pa 
their way, they met with a troop of Spaniards, who 
lay in arabufcade for their coming : thefe they fet 
ijpon with all the courage imaginable, and at laft 
totally defeated. Howbeit, they behaved them- 
fclves very manfuHy at firft ; but not being able to 
re/ift the fury of the pirates, they were forced to 
give way and fave themfelves by flight,, leaving 
many pirates dead in the place, fome wounded, and 
feme of their own party maimed, by the way. 
Thef^ Lolonois put to death without mercy, having 
afked them what queftions he thought fit for hi& 
purpofe. 

There were were ftill remaining fome few prifon- 
ers not wounded; thefe Were afked by Lolotiois, if 
any more Spaniards did lie farther on in ambuf- 
cade ? they anfwered, there were. Then being 
brought before him, one Ijjr one, he afked if there 
was no other way to tj;ie town but that ? This he 
did to avoid, if pofTible, thofe ambufcades. But 
they all coaflmitly anfwered him, they knew none. 
Having afked them all, and finding they could 
fhew him no other way, Lolonois grew outragioufly 
paffioaate, fo that he drew his cutlafs, and vi'ith it 
cut open the breafl of one of thofe poor Spaniards, 
7 and 
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'and pulling out his heart, began to hire and gnaw 
it with his teeth, like a ravenous wolf, faying ta 
the reft, • I will fervc you all alike, if you (hew me 

* not another way,' 

Hereupon thofe miferable wretches promifed to 
ihew him another way ; but withal, they told hina 
it was e5;treniely difficult and laborious. Thus, to 
fatisfy that cruel tyrant, they began to lead him and 
his army ; but finding it was not for his purpofe, 
as they had told him, he "was forced' to return to 
the former way; fwearing with great choler and 
indignation, ' Mort Dieu, Ics Efpagnols me la pay- 
^ eront.' * By God's Heath, the Spaniards (hall 

* pay -me for this.* ■ -' , 
Next day he fell into another ambufcade, which 

he aflaulted with fuch horrible fury, that in lefs 
than a"n hour's time he routed the Spaniards, and 
killed the greateft part of them. The Spaniards 
thought by thefe ambufcades better to deftroy the 
pirates, aflaulting them by degrees; and for this 
reafon had ported themfelves in feveral places.- At 
laft he met.Avith a third ambufcade, where was 
placed a party ftronger, and more advantageoufly 
than the former ; yet notwith {landing, the pirate?, 
by continually throwing little fire-balls in great 
numbers, for fome time, forced this party, as well 
as.' the former, to flee, and this with {o great lofsof 
men, that before they could reach the town the 
greateft part of the Spaniards were either killed or 
wounded. There was but one path which led to 
the town, very well* barricadocd with good defen- 
ces, and the reft of the town round was planted 
with flirubs, called Raqueltes, full of thorns very 
(harp pointed. This fort of fortification feemed 
ftronger than the triangles ufed in Europe, when 
an army is of neceffity to pafs by the place of an 
«nemy j it being almoft impofGbk for the pirates to 
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•tmverfe ihofe flirubs. The Spaniards ported behind 
ihe faid defences, feeing the pirates come, began to 
ply them with their gi^at guns 4 but thefe perceiv- 
iog them ready to fire, ufed to floop down, and 
when the (hot was made, to fall upon the defend- 
ants with fire-balls and 'naked Cword*, killing many 
of the town : yet notwiih (landing, not being able 
to advance any farther, they retired for the prefent. 
Then ihey renewed the attack with fewer men than 
before, and obferving not to flioot till they were 
very nigh, they gave the Spaniards a charge fo 
dextroudy, that with every Ihot they killed an 
enemy. 

The attack continuing thus eager on both fides 
till night, the Spaniards were compelled to hang 
forth a white Hag, and defired to come to a parley : 
the only conditions they required were, * That the 

* pirates fiiould give the inhabitants quarter for tW0 

* hours/ This little time they demanded, with 
intent to carry away and hide as nmch ^f their goods 
and riches as they could, and to fly to fome other 
neighbouring toAvn. Granting this article, they 
^tered the town, and continued there the two 
hours, without committing the leaft hoftility on the 
inhabitants ; but no fooner was that time paft, than 
Lolonois ordered that the inhabitants (hould be fol- 
lowed, and robbed of all they had. carried away ; 
and not only their goods, but their perfons likewife 
to bi made prifoncrs \ though the greateft part of 
their merchandize and goods were fo hid, as the 
pirates could not find them, except a few leatliera 
facks, filled with anil, or indigo. 

Having ftaid here a few days, and, according 
to their cuftom, committed moft horrid infolencies, 
they at laft quitted the place, caiTying away all 
they poffibly could, and reducing the town to 
ades. B^Dg come to the fea^fide, wfiere they had 
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left a party of their own, they found thefe had 
been cruifing upon the fi(hermen thereabouts, or 
who came that way from the river of Guatemala : 
in this, river was alfo expeftcd a (hip from Spain. 
Finally, they refolved to go toward the iflands on 
the other fide of the gulph, there to cleanfe and ca- 
reen their veflels ; but they left two canoes before 
the coaft, or rather the mouth of the river of Gna- 
' teraala, in order to take the fti'p, which, as I faid, 
was expefted from Spain. 

But their chief intent in going hither was to 
feek provifions, knowing the tortoifes of thofe pla- 
ces are excellent food. Being arrived, they divided 
themfelves, each party choofmg a fit pod for that 
filhery. They undertook to knit nets with the rinds 
of certain trees called Macoa, whereof they make 
alfo ropes and cables ; fo that no vefTel can be in 
need of fuch things, if they can but find the faid 
trees. There are alfo many places where they find 
pitch in fo great abundance, that running down 
the fea-coafts, being melted by the fun, it congeals 
in the water in great heaps, like fmall iflands. 
This pitch is not like that of Europe, but refem- 
bles, both in colour and fhape, that froth of the fea 
called bitumen ; but in my judgment, this matter 
is nothing but wax mixed with (and, which ftormy 
weather, and the rolling waves of great rivers, hatfc' 
caft into the fea : for in thofe parts are great quan- 
tities ef bees, who make their honey in trees, to 
the bodices of which the honey-comb being fixed, 
when tempefts arifs they are torn away, and by 
the fury of the winds carried into the fea, as is faid. 
Some naturalifVs fay, that the honey and the wax 
are feparated by the fait water, whence proceeds the 
good amber. This opinioa feems the more pro- 
bable, becaufe the faid amber taflcs as wax doth. 

But 
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But to return to my difcourfe : The pirates made 
iQ thofe iflands all the hafte they poflibly coald to 
equip their veflels, hearing that the Spanifh fhip 
-was come which they expedlcd. They fpent fome 
time cruizing on the coafts of Jucatan, where inha- 
bit many Indians, who fcek for the faid amber la 
thofe feas. And I fliall here, by the bye, make 
fome ftiort remarks on the manner of living of the 
Indians, and their religion. 

They have now been above 100 years under the 
Spaniards, to whom they performed all manner of 
fervices; for whenfoever any of them needed a 
flave, or fervant, they fent for thefe to ferve them as 
long as they pleafed. By the Spaniards they were 
initiated in the principles of the Chriftian faith and 
religion, and they feat them every Sunday and holi- 
day a prieft to perform divine fervice among them : 
afterwards, for reafons not known, but certainly 
through temptations of the father of idolatry, the 
devil, they fuddenly caft off the Chriftian religion, 
abufing ihe prieft that was fent them; this pro- 
voked the Spaniards to punifli them, by carting 
niany of the chief into prifon. Every one of thole 
barbarians had, and hath ftill, a god to himfelf, 
whom he ferves and worfhips. It is a matter of 
admiration how they ufe a child newly br)rn : as 
foon as it comes into the world, they carry it to the 
temple ; here they make a hole, which they fill with 
aflies only, on which they place the child naked, 
leaving it there a whole night alone, not without 
great danger, no body daring to come near it. 
Mean while th*e temple is open oti all fides, that all 
forts of hearts may, freely come in and out. Next 
day, the father and relations of the infant return to 
fee if the track or ftep of any animal appears in the 
a(hes ; not finding any, they leave the child there 
till fome beaft has approached the infant, and left 
Vol. I. E behind 
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behind him the marks of his feet : to 'this animal, 
wliatfoever it be, they confecrate the creature newly 
born, as to its god, which he is bound to worftiip 
all his life, efteeming the faid beaft his patron and 
protestor. They offer "to their gods facrifices of 
fire, wherein they burn a certain gum, called by 
them Copal, whofc fmoke fmells very delicioufly. 
When the infant is grown up, .the parents thereof 
thereof tell him who he ought to wcrfhip, ferve, 
and honour as his own proper god ; then he goes 
to the temple, where he makes offerings to the faid-. 
beaft. Afterwards, if in the courfe of his life, any 
one injure him, or any evil happen to him, he 
complains ro that beaft, and facrifices to it for re- 
<vcnge. Hence it often comes, that thofe who have 
done the injury of which he complains, are bitten, 
killed^ dr otherwife hurt by fuch animals. 

After this fuperflitious and idolatrous manner 
live thofe miferable and ignorant Indians that in- 
habit the iflands of the gulph of Honduras ; as alfo 
many of them on the continent of Jucatan, in the . 
territories whereof are moft excellent ports, where 
thofe Indians moft commonly build their houfes. 
Thefe people are not very fmthful to one another, 
and ufe ftrange ceremonies at their marriages. 
Whenfoever any one pretends to marry a young, 
damfel, he firft applies himfelf to her father or 
neareft relation : he examines him nicely about the 
manner of cultivating their plantations, and other 
things, at his pleafure. Having fatisfied the quef- 
tions of his father-in-law, he gives the young man 
a bow and arrow, with which he repairs to the 
young maid, and prefents her with a garland of 
green leaves and fweet-fmelling flowers ; this flie is 
obliged to put on- her head, and lay afide that 
which (lie wore before, it being the cuftom for vir- 
gins to go perpetually crowned with flowers. This 

garland 
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garland being received and put on her headj every 
one of the relations and friends ^o to advife with 
others, whether that marriage will be like to be 
happy or not ; then they nieet at the houfe of the 
damfel's father, where they drink of a liquor made 
of maize, or Indian wheat j and here, before the 
whole company, the father gives his daughter in 
marriage to the bridegroom. Next day the bride 
comes to her mother, and in her prefcnce pulls off 
the garland, and tears it in pieces, with great cries 
and lamentations. Many other things I could re* 
late of the manner of living and cuftoms of thofe 
Indians, but I (hall follow my difcourfe. 

Our pirates therefore had many canoes of the In- 
dians in the ifle of Sambale, five leagues from the 
coaAs of Jucatan. ■ Here is a great quantity of am- 
ber, but efpecially when any ftorm arifes from to* 
wards the eaft; whence the waves- bring many 
things, and very difTerent. Through this Tea no 
veflels can pafs, unlefs very fmall, it being too (hal- 
low. In the lands that are furrounded by this fea 
is found much Campeachy wood, and other things 
that ferve for dying, much efteemed in Europe, 
and would be more, if we had the fkill of the In- 
dians, who m^e a dye or tinilure that never fades. 

The pirates having been in that gulph three 
'flipnihs, and receiving advice that. the Spanifh fhip 
was come, haflened to the port where the Spa- 
nifh Ihip lay at anchor unlading his merchan- 
dize, with defigfi to afTauIt her as foon as pof- 
fible; but firft, they thought convenient to fend 
away fome of their boats to feek for a fmall vcflll 
alfo expe<5led, very richly laden with plate, indigo, 
and cochineal Mean wliile, the /hip's crew having 
ooticc that the pirates defigned upon them, pre- 
pared all things for a good defence, being mounted 
with 42 guns, well furnifhed with arn\s and other 
' E i ' neceflarks, 
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necefTiries, and 130 fighting men. To LoIoqchs 
all this feemed but little, for he aflaulted her with 
great courage, his own (hip carrying but 22 guns, 
and having no more than a fniall faety or fly*boat 
for help : but the Spaniards defended tliemfelves (o 
well, as they forced the prates to redre ; but the 
fmoke of the powder continuing thick, as a dark 
fog or mift, with four canoes well manned they 
boarded the fbip with great agility, and forced the 
Spaniards to furrender. 

The (hip being taken, they found not in her 
what they thought, being already almoft unladen* 
All they got was only fifty bars of iron, a fmali 
j)arcel of paper, fomc earthen jars oi wiae, and other 
things of fmall importance. 

Then Lolonois called a council of war, and told 
thena he intended for Guatamala: hereupon tbejr 
divided into feveral fentinients, fonac liking the pro- 
pofal, and others difliking it, efpecially a party of 
them who were but raw in thofe exerciies, and 
who imagined, at their fetting forth from Tortuga, 
that pieces of eight were gathered as eafily as pears 
from a tree; but finding moft things contrary to 
their expeftation, they quitted the fleet, and re- 
turned ; others affirmed they had rather (larve thas 
return home without a great deal of money. 

But the major part judging the propounded 
voyage little to their purpofe, (eparated from Lolo- 
nois and the reft : of thefe one Mofes Vanclein wa« 
ringleader, captain of the (hip taken at Puerto Ca- 
vallo : this fellow fleered for Tortuga, to fteer t<^ 
and fro in thefe feas : with him joined another com* 
rade of his, by name Pierre le Picard, who feeing 
the reft le^ve Lolonois, thought fit to do the fame. 
Thefe run^aways having thus parted company, 
ft^ered homewards, coafting along the continent till 
they came to Cofta Rica ; l^e they landed a ftrong 
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party nigh the river Verirgaas, and marched in good 
order to the town of the wine nasife ; this they took 
and totally piRaged, though the Spaniards made a 
ftrong rcfiftance. They brotight away fome of the 
inhabitants as prifooerSy wiih all that t^ey had, 
which was of do great importance, by reafon of tlie 
poverty of the place, which exercifeth no other 
trade than working in the mines, where fome of 
the inhabitants conftantly attend, while none feek 
for gold, but only flaves : thefe they compel to dig 
and wa(h the earth in the neighbouring rivers, where 
often they find pieces of gold as big as peas. The 
pirates gaining in this adventure but feven or eight 
pound we^ht of gold, they returned, giving over 
the dcflgn to go to the town of Nata, fituate on the 
coafts of the So^thSea, whofe inhabitants are rich 
merchants, and their flaives work in the mines of 
Veraguas ; being deten-ed by the multitude of Spa- 
niards gathered on all fides to fall upon tha6, 
whereof t-licy had liir.dy :td\ice. 

Lolonob thu$ Idt by his companions, remained 
alone in the gulph of fionduras. His fhip beings 
too great to get .out at the reflux of thofe feas, 
there he fuftained great want of provifions, fo as 
they were conftrained to go a(hore every day to feck 
fuftenance, and not finding any thing dfe, they 
were forced to kill and eat monkies and other am* 
goals, fuch as they could find. 

At laft, in the altitude of the cape of Graciasa 
Dios, Dear a certain little ifland called de las Perfas, 
bis (hip ftmck on a bank of fand, where it Auck fo 
faft, as no art could get her off again, though they 
unladed all the gans, iron, and other weighty 
things, <is much as they Could. Hereupon they 
were forced to break the (hip in pieces, and with 
planks and nails build themielves a boat to get away ; 
E 3 - and 
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and while they are bufy about it« I (hall defcribe 
the faid ifles and their inhabitants. 

The iflands de las Pcrtas are inhabited by favagc 
Indians, not having known or converfed with civil 
people : they are tall and very nimble, running al- 
moft as faft as horfes ; at diving alfo they are very 
dextrous and hardy. From the 1>ottom of the fea I 
faw them take up an anchor of 600 weight, tying 
a cable to it with great dexterity, and pulling it 
from a rock. Their arms %Tt made of wood, with- 
out any iron point ; but fome inftead thereof ufe a 
crocodile's tooth. They have no bows nor arrows, 
as the other Indians have, but their common wea- 
pon IS a fort of lance a fathom and a half long. 
Here are many plantations furrounded with woods, 
"whtnce they gather abundance of fruits, as pota- 
toes, bapanas, racoven, ananas, and n^any others. 
They have no houfes to dwell in, as at other places 
in the Indies. Some fay they eat human flefti^ 
which is confirmed by what happened when Lolo- 
nois was there. Two of his companions, one a 
Frenchman and the other a Spaniard, went into 
the woods, where having ftraggled a while, a troop 
of Indians purfued them. They defended them- 
felves as well as they could with their fwords, but 
at laft were forced to flee, ' The nimble French- 
man efcaped, but the Spaniard, being not fo fwift, 
was taken and heard of no more. Some days after» 
twelve pirates fet forth very well armed, to feek 
their companion, among whom was the Frenchman^ 
who conduced them, and (hewed them the place 
where he left him ; here they found that the In* 
dians had kindled a fire, and at a fmall diftance 
they found a man's bones well roafted, with fome 
pieces of fle(h ill fcraped off the bones, and cHie 
baBd, which had only two fing^s remaining ; 
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^whence they concluded they had roafted the poor 
Spaniard. 

They marched on, fecking for Indians, and 
found a great number together, who endeavoured 
to efcape, but they overcook fome of them, and 
brought aboard their (hips five men and four wo- 
men ; with thefe they took much pains to make 
themfelves be underilood, and to gain their affec- 
tions, giving them trifles, as knives, beads,- and the 
like; they gave them alfo viftuals and drink, but 
nothing would they tafte. It was al fo obfervable, 
that while they were prifoners they fpoke not one 
word to each other ; fo that feeing thefe poor In- 
dians were much afraid, they prefented them agaia 
"With fome finall things, and Jet them go. When 
they parted, they made fign» that they would come 
again ; but they foon forgot their benefaftors, and 
were never heard of more ; neither could any notice 
afterwards be had of thefe Indians, nor any others 
So the whole ifland ; which made the pirates fa« 
fpeft that both thofe that were taken, and all the 
reft of the iflfanders fwam away by night to fome 
fittle neighbouring iflands, efpecially confidering^ 
they could never fet eyes on any Indian more, nor 
any boat or other veflel. Mean while the pirates 
were very defirous to fee their long-boat finifhed out 
of the timber that ftruck on the fands ; yet confi- 
dering their work would be long, they began to 
cultivate fome pieces of ground : here they fowed 
French beans, which ripened in fix weeks, and 
many other fruits. They had good provifjon of 
Spanifh wheat, bananas, racoven, and other things ; 
with the wheat they made bread, and baked it in 
portable ovens brought with them. Thus they 
feared not hunger in thofe defart places, employing 
themfelves thus for five or fix months ; which paft, 
and the long-boat finifhed, they refolved for the 
£ 4 ^ivcr 
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river of Nicaragua, to fee if they could take fomc 
canoes, and return to the faid iflands for their com- 
• panions that remained behind, by Tea{bn the boat 
could not hold fo many men together : hereupon, 
to avoid difputes, they call lots, determining who 
fliould go or ftay. 

The lot fell on one half of the people of the loft 
TeflTel, -who embarked in the long-boat, and on the 
fkifF which they had before, the other half remain- 
ing a(hore. Loloaois having fet fail, arrived in f^w 
days at the river of Nicaragua : here that ill for* 
tune afTailed him which of long tune had been re- 
ferved for him, as a pum(hmenc due to the multi- 
tude of horrible crimes committed in his licentious 
and wicked life. Here he met with both Spaniards 
and Indians, who jointly iettiog upon him and his 
companions, the greateft part of . tljte pirates were 
killed on the place. Loloaois, with thoib that re- 
m<ained olive, had miKb adp to efcape aboard their 
lx>iws: yet ;)otwiibnar>ding this gf^jt lofs, kc 4je- 
ar/rul iM to return 40 -thofe he had kft at the iile 
o^ Pcr.tx^, without takijig fome boats, fucb as^^e 
looked fof' To this efie£l: lae determined to go oa 
to the coaHs of Cartbagena ; but God Almightj, 
the time of his -divine ju (lice being now come, had 
appointed the Indians of Darien to be the inAr^- 
menis and executioners nherepf* Th^fe Indians pi 
Pat ien are eHeemed as bravoes, or wild iavage Ii^-^ 
dians, by the neighbouring SpanLnrd^, who never 
could civiiize them. Hither Lolonois came (brought 
by his evil confcience that cried for punifhmex^) 
thinking to adl his cruelties; but tiie Indians, 
within a few days after his arrival, took him p^^i^ 
foqer, and tore him in pieces alive, throwing his. 
body limb by limb into the fire, and bis aihes into 
the air, that no trace or oKmory might remain of 
fuch an infamous inhumtua creature. One of his 

companions 
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companiobs gave tec an exaft account of this tra- 
gedy, afltrming that himfelf had efcaped the famt; 
punifhmeint with the greated difRculty : he believed 
alfo that many of his comrades, who were taken ih 
that rencounter by thofe Indians, were, as thefr 
croel captain, torn in pieces and burnt alive. Thus 
cnd6 the hiftory, the life, and miferable death of 
that infernal wretch Lolonois, who, full of horrid, 
execrable, and enormous deeds, and debtor to fo 
much innocent blood, died by cruel and butcherly 
hands, fuch as his own were in the courfe of his 
Fife. 

Thofe that remained in the ifland de las Pertas, 
waiting for the return of them who got away only 
to iheir great misfortune, hearing no news of their 
captain nor companions, at lad embarked on the 
ftiip of a certain pirate, who happened to pafs that 
way. This fellow came from Jamaica, with intent 
to land at Gracias a Dibs, and from thence to enter 
the river with his canoes, and take the dtv of Car- 
thagena. Thefe two aews of pirates being now 
joined, were infinitely glad at the prefence and {d- 
ciety of one another; thofe, becaufe they fbimS 
themfelvcs delivered from the roiferies, poverty, and 
neceffities, whereiA they had lived ten entire 
months ; thefe, becaufe they were now cortfiderably 
ftrengthened, to effeft with greater fatisfaftion thei^ 
deiigns. Hereupon, as foon as they were arrived 
at Gracios a Dios, they all put themfelves into csi- 
noes, and entered the river, being 560 men, leav- 
ing only five or fix perfons in each fliip to kee)> 
them. They took no provifions, being pcrfuaded 
thfey (hould find every where fufficient : but thefe 
their hopes were found totally vain, not bein^ 
grounded on Almighty God ; for he ordained it fo, 
that the Indians, awar'e of their coming, all fled, not 
leaving ia tb^ir boufe^* or pIaocatignS| which for 
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the moft part border on the fides of rivers, any nt- 
ceflary provlfions or viQuab : hereby, in a few days 
after they had quitted their fhips, they were redu- 
ced to moft extreme neceflity and hunger; but 
their hopes of making their fortuaes very foon, ani- 
mating thern for the prefent, they contented them- 
felves with a few green herbs, fuch as they could' 
gather on the banks of the river. 

Yet all this courage and vigour lafted bUt a fort- 
Bight,, when their hearts as well as bodies begaa 
to fail for hunger; infomuch as they were for- 
ced to quit the river, and betake themfelves to the 
woods,, feeking out fome villages wher^ they might 
find relief ; but all in vain ; for having ranged up 
and down the woods for fome days^ without find- 
ing the leaft comfort, they were forced to return 
to the river, where being come, they thought 
convenient to defcend to the fea^coaft where 
they had left their (hips, not having been able to 
find what they fought ior. In this laborious jour- 
.fiey they were reduced to fuch extremity, that mai^ 
ef them devoured their own Aoes, the (heaths of 
their fwords,. knives, and other fuch things, being: 
almoft ravenous, and eager to meet hmt Indians, 
intending, to facrifice them to their teetbw At laft 
they arrived at the fea-coaft, where they found (bme 
comfort and relief to their former miferies, and alfo 
means to feek more ; yet the greateft part perKhed 
through faintnefs, and other diieafes contrafled 
by hunger, which a](b cauTed the remaining part to 
difperfe,. till at laft, by degreejs, many or moft of 
them fell into the fame pit that Lol6nois did ; of 
whom, and of whofe companions, having given a 
compendious narrative, I (hall continue with the 
aftions and exploits of Captain Henry Morgan, who 
may defervedly be called the fecond Lolonois, not 
being unlike or inferior to bim^ ei^b^r ia atchiev^- 

' ment$ 
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flients againft the Spaniards, ot in robberies d£ 
maoy inoocent people* 

CHAP. XL 

7he origin and defcent of Captain Henry Morgan f 
^ his exploits f and the moft remarkable anions of his 
Kfe. 

/^APT AIN Henry Morgan was born in Great Bri^- 
^^ tain, in the principality of Wales; his father way 
a rich yeoman, or farmer, of good quality, even 
as mod ^o bear that name in Wales are known to- 
be, Morgan, when young, had no inclination to 
the calling of his father, and therefore left his coun- , 
try, and came towards the fea-coafts to feek fome 
other employment more fuitable to his afpiring hu- 
mour; where he found feveral (hips at anchor^ 
bound for Barbadoes : with thefe hs refolved to ga 
in ^he fervice of oi^, who, according to the prac- 
tice of thofc parts, fold him as foon as he came 
aftiore* He ferved his time at Barbadoes, and ob- 
taining his liberty, betook himfelf to Jamaica, there- 
to feek new fortunes : here he found two veflfels of 
jMrates ready to go to fea ; and being deftitute of 
employment, he went with them, with intent to 
follow the exercifes of that fort of people : lie foca 
learned their manner of living fo exa^lly, that hav- 
ing perfoMied three or four voyages with^ profit an i 
fuccefsy he agreed with fome of his comrades, \\\vj> 
'had got by the fami? vtqrages a little money, to joia 
AockSy and buy a fliip. The veffel being bouglit, 
they nnanimoufly chdc him captain and commander. 
With this ftup he fct forth from Ja^naica to 
cruize on the coafts of Campeachy, in which voy- 
age he took feveral fhips> with which he returned 
tfium^pbaut* Here h& found aa old pirate, named 
* E 6 Manfvck 
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Maofvelt (whom wjb have already mentiooed) bufiecf 
IQ equipping a conflderable fleer, with defign ta 
land on the continent, and pilkge whatever he 
could. Manfvelt feeing Captain Morgan return 
with fo many prizes, judged him to be a man of 
coui'age, and chofe him for his viice-adiniral in that 
expedition : thus having fitted out fifteen (hips, 
great and ^mal^ they failed from Jamaica with 50a 
men, WaHoons and French. This fleet arrived, not 
Ipng after, at the iflc of St/Catherlne, near thecoa- 
tinent of Cofla Rica, latitude lO, deg. 30 min. 'and 
diftant 35 leagues from the river Chagre. Here 
they made their firft de&ent, landing mod of their 
men, who foon fcM-ced the garifon that kept die 
ifland to furrender all the forts and caftles thereof, 
which they inftantly demoliftied, except one, where- 
in they placed 100 men of their own party, and all 
the flaves they had taken from the Spaniards : with 
the reft of their men they marclied to another fmall 
idand, fo near St. Catherine's, that with a bridge 
they made in a few days, they pafled thither, tSiking 
with them all the ordnance they had taken on the 
great iflandl Having ruined with fire and fword 
both the iflands, leaving neceflary orders at the faid 
caftle, they put to fea again with their Spanifli pri* 
foners ; yet thefe they fet afhorc not long after, on 
the firm land, near Puerto Velo : then they cruized 
on CoftaRica, till they came to the rircr CoUa^ jde- 
figning to pillage all the towns in thoie parts, tlience 
to pafs to the village of Nata, to do the fame^ 

The governor of Panama, on advice of their ar- 
rival, and of the hoftilities they committed, thought 
it his duty to meet them with a body of men. His 
coming caufed the pirates to retire fuddeniy, feeing 
the whole country was alarmed, and that their de- 
figns were known, and confequently defeated at that 
lime. Hereupon they returfied to St. Catbarine^^ 

ta 
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to Yifit the hundred mttk they had left Id garrt(ba 
there. The governor of thefe men was a French- 
man, named Le Sieur SitiKXiy who behaved him- 
jclf very well ta that charge, while MaoTveit wq» 
abfent, having pat the gi«at ifland in a very good 
pofture of defence, and the little one he had caufed 
to be cultivated with many fertile plantations, fuf- 
^ ficient to revtdtaal the whole fleet, not only for the 
prefent, but alfo for a new voyage. Manfvelt was 
very much bent to keep thefe two iflands in per* 
petual pofleffion, bebg very commodioady fituated 
for the pirates ; being fo near the Spantfli domi- 
nions, and eafily defended, aa I fhall repreient ia 
the third part of this hiftory. 

Hereupon Manfvelt determined to return to Ja- 
maica, to fend recruits to St. Catharine's, that in cafe 
of an invafion the pirates might be provided for a 
defence. As foon as he arrived, he propounded his 
intentions to the governor there, who rejeded his 
propofitions, fearing to difpleafe his mafter, the 
king of England ; befides, that giviog him the men 
he deHred, and neceflaries, he mufl of neceflity di- 
minifli the forces of that ifland, whereof he was go- 
vernor. Hereupon Manfvelt, knowing that of him- 
felf he could not compafs his defigns, he went to 
Tortuga ; but there, before he could put in execu- 
tion what was intended, death furprized him, and 
put a period to bis wicked life, leaving all things 
in fgfpenfe, till the occafion I (hall hereafter relate. 
Le Sieur Simon, governor of St. Catherine's, re- 
ceiving no news ^om Manfvelt, his admiral, was 
impatiently defirpus to know the caufe thereof; 
mean while, Don John Perez de Guzman, being 
newly come to the government of Coda Rica, 
thought it not convenient for the intereft of Sparn 
for tnat ifland to be in the hands of the pirates : 

bereupoa 
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hereapoQ he equipped a confiderable fleety vhirb 
he fent to retake it f but before he ufed viokace^ 

. he writ a letter to Le Sieur Simon, telling him, 
that if he would furrender the ifland to his Catholick 
Majefty* he ihould be very well rewarded ; but, in 
cafe of refufal, feverely puiu(hed, when be had 
forced him to do it. Le Sieur Simon, feeing oo 
probability of being able ta defend it alone^ nor aay 
€in(Juxnent that by fo doing could accru^^ither to 
him, or his people, nfter fome fmall refiAance de- 
livered it up to its true lord. and matter, under the 

. fame articles they had obtained it from the Spaniards; 
a few days after which furrender, there arrived from 
Jamaica an Englifh (hip, which the governor there 
had fent uuder-hand, with a good fuppiy of people, 
both men and women: the Spaniards from the 
caftle having efpied the (hip^ put forth Englifh 
colours, and perfuaded Le Sieur Simon to go aboard,, 
and condu£t the (hip into a port they alligned 
him. This he performed., and they were ail made 
prifoners. A certain Spanish engineer has publiihed 

. in print an exa(^ relation of the retaking of this 

. ifle by the Spaniards, which I have thought £t to 

, infcrt here 

ji true relation, and particular account of the mHory 
obtained by the arms of his Catholick Majefty agaifcji 
the Englijh pirates^ by the dire^ion and valour 
^f Don John Perez de Guzman^ knight of -the 
order of St. James ^ governor emd captaifi'general 
of Terra Firma, umd the province of Feraguas^^ 

^pHE kingdom cf Terra Firma", wifiich of itfdf 

-■• is fufBciently ftrong to repel and deftroy great 

fleets, efpedally. the. pirates of Jamaica, had feveral 

ways notice imparted to* thegpvern^r thereof, that 

:£6urt^qi Engliih veiTels cruized on the coafts belong* 

iiig 
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iDg to his Catliolick Majefty. July 14^ 1665, news 
came to Panama, that they were arrived at Puerto 
de Naos, and had forced the Spanilh garrifon of the 
ifle of St* Catharine, whofe governor was Don 
Eftevan del Campo, and poflefled themfelves of the 
laid ifland, taking prifoners the inhabitants^ and 
deftroyiDg aUthat they met. About the fame dme, 
Don John Perez de Guzman received particular in- 
formation of thefe robberies from fome Spaniards 
who efcaped out of the ifland (and whom he ordered 
to be conveyed to Puerto Velo) that the faid pirates 
came into the ifland May 2, by night, without be- 
ing perceived ; and that the next day, after fome 
fkirmiflies, they took the fortrefTes, and made pii- 
foners aU the inhabitants and fdidiers that could not 
cfcape. Upon this, Don John called a council of 
war, wherein he declared the great progrefe the faid 
pirates had made in the dominions of his Catholick 
Majefty; and propounde4> * that it was abfolutely 

* neceflary to fend fome forces ta the Hie of St, Ca- 

* tharine, fufEcient to retake it from the jnrates, 

* the honour and intereft of his majefty of Spain 

* being very narrowly concerned herein ; otherwife 

* the pirates by fuch conquefts might eafily, incourfe 

* of time, pofiefs themfelves of all the countries therc- 

* abouts.' To this fome made anfwer, *that the 

* {urates, not being able to fubfift in the laid ifland, 

* would of neceffity confume and wafte themfelves,' 

* and be forced to quit it, without any neceffity of 

* retaking it : that confequently it was not worth 
;* the while to engage in fo many expences and 

* troubles as this would cpft.* Notwithftanding 
which, Doo John being an expert and valiant 
fiddler, ordered that provriions fliould be conveyed 
to Puerto Vela for the ufe of the militsa, and tranf- 
ported himfdf thither, with no fmall danger of his 
life. Here he arrived July i^ with moft things ne- 

ccfl^ry 
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cel&ry to the expedition in hs^od, where he found, 
in the port a good (hipy and well mounted, called 
the St. "Wncent, thai beloved to the company of 
the negroes, which he manned and vi6hialled very 
well, aod fcot to the ifle of St. Catharine, confti- 
tutiog Captain Jofcph Sanchez Ximenei, major of 
Puerto Velo, commanddr thereof. He carried with 
him 270 foldicrs, and 37 prifcHiers of the fame 
ifland, belide 34 Spaniards of the garrifon of Puerto 
Velo, 29 mnlattoes of Panama, 12 Indians, very 
dextrous at (hooting with bows and arrows, feven 
expert and able gunners, two lieutenants, two pilots,, 
one furgeon, and one religious, of the order of St. 
Francis, for their chaplain. 

Don John foon after gave orders to all the ofRcers 
how tp behave themfelves, telUng'them that the 
governor of Carthagcna would fupply them with 
more men, boats, and all things elfe neceflary for 
that enterprize; to which efFcA he had already 
written to the faid governor* July 24, Don Johln 
fetting fail with a fair wind, he called before him all 
his people, and made them a fpeech, encouraging 
them to 6ght againil the enemies of their country add 
religion, and efpeclally againfl thofe inhuman pirated, 
who had committed fo many horrid cruelties upon the 
fubjeAs of his Catholick Majefly ; withal, promif- 
ing every one moft liberal rewards, efpecially to 
fuch as fhould behave themfelves wdl in the fervice 
of their king and country. Thus Don John bfd 
them farewel, aiKi the fhip fet fail under a favouf* 
able gale. The 2 2d they arrived at Carth^ena, 
and prefented a letter to the governor thereof from 
the noble and valiant Don John, who received It 
with teAimonies of great affeftibn to the perfon of 
Don John, and his maj^y's fervice: aiui feeing 
the refolution to be conformable to his deflres, be 
proniifed them his aflUlance, with one frigate, one 
galleoo; one boat, and 126 mep } one half out of 

bis 
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his own garrifon^ and ihe other half mulattoe^ 
Thus beiag Well provided "wiih peceflarics, ihcy 
kft the port of Cartbageoa Auguft a» and the loth 
they arrived in £ght of St. Cathariae's^ towards the 
weftem point thereof ; and though the wind was 
contrary, yet they reached the pc^t, and anchored 
within it^ having loft one of their boats by foul 
weather, at the rock called Quita Signos. 

The pirates, feeing our fhips con^ to an anchor, 
gave them prei'enciy three guns with bullets, which 
were foon anfwered in the fame coin, i^ereupoo. 
Major Jofeph SanchdK Ximeoez ieat a(hore to the 
pirates one of his officers to require them, in the 
name of the Catholick king his mailer, to furrender 
ibc iflaod, ieeing they had taken it in the sudft of 
peace between the two crowns of Spain and Eng- 
land ; aad that if they would be obftfoate, be would 
certainly put them all le the fword. Tbe pirates 
made anfwer, that ibe i^nd bad once before be- 
kage/j untD U>e goj^eronront and donHnions of the 
kifig of England, and that infiead of iurpendcriog 
it tbey preferr^ to lofe their Uves. 

Oa Friday the 13th, three negroes &om the 
enemy ca^ne, fwimnuqg, aboard our admiral ; thefe 
bcooght in^teUigeace, that all tbe pirates upon tbe 
dHand were only 7a in number, aiul that they were 
Amder a great t:onfternation, feeing fuch oonfideraUe 
foroas con^e againft them. With this inteiligence, 
the Spaniards refolved to land, and advance to- 
wards the Ibrtrefles, which ceafed not to fire as 
many great guns agalnA them as they poffibly could ; 
which were anfwered iu tbe fame manner , on our 
Ade, till d^rk night. On Sunday t}ie I5th^ tbe 
day of tbe eflismption of our htAyt the weather 
being very calm ^d clear, the Spaniards began to 
advance thus : the ^p St. Vincent, riding adn^irala 
discharged two whole broadfidcs on tbe batter/ cal- 
led 
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led the Conception ; the (hip St. Peter, that wns 
vice-admiral, difcharged likewife her guns againft 
the other battery, named St. James : mean while, 
our people landed in fmall boats, direfting their 
courfe towards the poiirt of the battery lall men- 
tioned, and thence they marched toward^ the gate 
called Cortadura, Lieutenant Francis dc Cazeres, 
being deflrons to view the ftrength of the enemy, 
ivith only 1 5 men, was compelled to retreat in haile, 
by reafon of the great guns, which played fo fud- 
oufly on the place where be flood ; they (hooting^ 
not only pieces of iron, and fmall bullets, btrc alio 
the organs of the church, difcharging in every (hot 
threeicore pipes at a time. 

Notwhhilandiog this heat of the etiemy, captain 
Don Jofeph Ramirez de Leyva, with 60 Men, made 
a ftrong attack, wherein they fought on both fides 
very defperatdy, till at laft he overcame, and forced 
the pirates to iurrender the fort. 

On the other fide. Captain John Galeno, vitb 
90 men, pafled over the hills, to advance that way 
towards the caille of St. Terefa ; mean while. Major 
Doii Jofeph Sanchez Ximenez, as commander in 
chief, with the red of his men, fet forth froai the 
battery of St. James, padjng the port with fonr 
boats, and landing in defpite of the enemy. Aboot 
this fame time Captain John Galeno began to advance 
with the men he led to the fore -mentioned fortrefs; 
fo that our men made three attacks on three feveral 
fides, at one and the fame time, with great courage; 
till the pirates feeing many of their men already 
killed, and that they could in no manner fubfift 
any longer, retreated towards Cortadura, where 
they furrendered themfelves, and the whole ifland, 
into our hands. Our people po(re(red themfelves of 
All, and fet up the Spani(h colours, as foon ^s they 
had rendered (banks to God Almighty for the vidh>ry 

obtainod 
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obtained on fuch a fignalized day. The number of 
dead were fix men of the envies, with many 
wounded, and feventy prifoners : on our fide was 
only one man killed, and four wounded. 

There were found on the ifland 800 pounds of 
powder, 250 pounds .of fmail bullets, with many 
other iDiUtary provifions. Among the prifoners were 
taken alfo two Spaniards, who had bore arms un- 
der the EngLfti againfl his Catholick Majcfty : thefc 
were (hot to death the next day by order of the 
major. The loth day of September arrived at the 
ifle an Englifti vedel, which being feen at a great ^ 
.diftance by the major, he ordered Le Sicur Simofi^ 
who was a Frenchman, to go and vifit the faid (hip, 

' and tell them that were on board, that the ifland 
ftill belonged to the Englifh. He performed the 
command, and found in the faid (hip only 14 men, 

* one woman and her daughter, who were all inllantty 
made prifoners. 

The Englifh piriates were all tranfported to Pu- 
erto Velo, excepting three, who by order of the 
governor were carried tb Panama, there to work in 
the caiUe of St. Jerom. This fortification is an ex- 
cellent piece of workmanfliip, and very ftrong, be- 
ing raifed in the middle of the port of a quadran- 
gular form^ and of very hard (>one : its height is 88 
geometric^ feet, the wall being 14, and the curtaias 
75 feet diameter. It was built at the ex pence of 
feveral private perfons, the governor of the city fur- 
nifhing the greateft part of the money ; fo that it 
Coft his majefty nothing. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Of the yiand rf Cuba. Captain Morgan attempts 
toprejeroe the ijle of St. Catharine ^s a rtfage ta 
the nefl (f pirates ; but fails cf his deftgn* He 
arrives at, and takes the vilhgtofel Vuerto del 
Principe. 

/^APTAIN Morgan feeing his prcdeceflbr aad 
^^ admiral Maafvek were d^, »fed all the means 
that were poffible, to keep in pofleiBoD the ifle of 
St. Catharine, feated near Cuba. His chief intent 
was to make it a refuge aad fandtuary to the pirates- 
of tfaofe parts, putting it in a condition of being a 
convcment receptacle of their preys and robberies. 
To this e&A he left no done uaraovcd^ vrriting Xf> 
feferalinercbants in Ykginiaand New-England, per- 
fuading them to fend him provifions and ^eceflTaries, 
t^Avsirds puttk^g the ^^ i^Bd iu fuch a pofturc 

• of dtifcooe, as \o fear no danger of invaEon frooi 
any fide. But alt ^his proved inefie^ual, by the 
Spaniards retaking the faid iHand: yet Capuin 
Morgan retained his courage, which put him on 

- Slew defigns. Firft^ he equipped a flup^ in order 
to gather a fleet as great, and as flrong as he 
could. By degrees he efefted it, and gave' orders 
to every member of his fleet to meet at a certain port 
of Cuba, there determining to call a council, and de« 
liberate what was bell to be done, and what place 
firft to fall upon. Leaving thefe preparations in 
this condition, I (hall give my reader fome fmall 
account of the faid ifle of Cuba, in whofe port this 
expedition was hatched^ feeing I omitted to do it in 
its proper place. 

Cuba lies from eaft to weft, in north latitude, 
510 to 23 deg. in length 1 50 German leagues, and 

about 
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mtxrat 40 in breadth. Its fertility is equal to that 
-of Hifpaniola ; beficles which, it affords many thinga 
proper for tradmg aod commerce ; fuch as hides of 
feveral beaiVs, particularly thofe that ia Europe are 
called hides of Havaoua. On all fides it is fur- 
rounded with many fmall iflands, called the Cavos : 
thefe little iflands the pirates ufe as ports of refuge* 
Here they have their meetings, and hold their coun- 
cils, how beft to aflfault the Spaniards. It is water* 
«d oa all fides wrth plentiful and pleafant rivers^ 
whofe entries form both fecure and fpacious ports, 
befides many other harbours for (hipsy which along 
the calm fhores and coafts adorn this rich and beau- 
tiful ifland ; all which contribute much to its hap- 
jnnefs, by facilitating trade, whereto they invited 
both natives and alkns. The chief of thefe ports 
are San Jago, Byame, Santa Maria, Efpiritu Santo, 
Trinidad, Zagoa, Cabo dc Corientes, and others,, 
on the fouth fide of the i(!and ; on the north fida 
are^ La Havanna, 'Puerto Mariano, Santa Cruz, Mata 
fiicos, and Barracoa. 

TMs ifland hath two chief cities, to which all the 
towns and villages thereof give obedience. The 
firft is Santa Jago, or St. James, feated on the fouth- 
£de^ and having under its jurifdiAion one half of 
the ifland. The chief magiftrates hereof are a bi/hop 
and a governor, who command the villages and 
towns of the faid half. The chief of thefe are, on the 
ibuth-fide, Efpiritu Santo, Puerto del Principe, and 
Bayame* On the north it has Barracoa, and De los 
Cayos. The greateft part of the commerce driven 
here comes from the Canaries, whither they tranf- 
port much tobacco, fugar, and hides, which fort of 
merchaodize are drawn to the head city froni tho 
ftibordinatc towns and villages. Formerly this city 
of Santo Jago was miferably facked by the pirate^ 
ci Jamaica and Tortus, though it is defended by a 
confiderable caftle. 

7 Th<| 
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The city and port de la Havanna lie between the 
north and weft fide of the iQand : this is one of the 
ftrongeft places of the Weft- Indies ; its jurifdiftion 
extends over the other half of the ifland ; the chief 
places under it being Santa Cnir on the north fide, 
and la Trinidad on the fouth. Hence is iranf- 
ported huge quantities of tobacco, which is fent 
to New-Spain and Cofta Rica, even as far as the 
South-Sea, befides many ftiips laden with this com- 
modity, that are configned to Spain and other parts 
of Europe, not only in the leaf but in rolls. 
This city is defended by three caflles, very great 
^nd ftrong, two of which He towards the port, and 
the other isfeated on a hill that conunands the town. 
It is eftcemed to contain about 10,000 families. 
The merchants of this place trade in New-Spain, 
Campeachy, Honduras, and Florida. All ftiips that 
come from the parts before- mentioned, as alfo from 
the Caraccas, Cartliagcna, and Cofta Rica, are neceffi- 
tated to take their provifions in at Havanna to make 
their voyage for Spain ; this being the neceflfary and 
flrait courfe they muft fteer for the fouth of Europe, 
and other parts. The plate-fleet of Spain, which 
the Spaniards call Flota, being homeward bound, 
touches here yearly to complete their cargo with 
hide$, tobacco, and Campeachy wood. 

Captain Morgan had been but two months in 
thcfe ports of the fouth of Cuba, when he had got 
together a fleet of twelve fail, between (hips and 
great boats, with 700 fighting men, part Englifti 
and part French. Tfiey called a council, and fome 
advifed to afTault the city of Havanna in the night, 
which they faid might eafily be done, if they could 
but take any fewof theecclefnfticks; yea, that the 
city might be facked before the caftles could put 
themfelves in a pofture of defence. Others pro- 
fjounded, according to their feveral opinions, 01 her 

attempts ; 
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lUerapts 5 but the former propofal was rejefted, 
becaafe many of the pirates, who had been pri- 
foners at other times in the faid city, affirmed no- 
thing of confequence could be done with Icfs than 
1500 men. Moreover, that with all thefe people, 
they ought to go firft to the ifland de los Pinos, and 
land them in fmall boats about Matamona, fourteen 
leagues from the faid city, whereby to accomplifli 
their defigns. 

Finally, they faw no poflibility of gathering fo 
great a fleet, and hereupon, with what they had, 
they concluded to attempt fome other place. Among, 
the reft, ooe propounded they ihould ailault the 
town of el Puerto del Principe. This propofition 
he perfuaded to, by faying he knew that place very 
weU, and that behig at a diftance from fca, it never 
was facked by any pirates, whereby the inhabitants 
were rich, exercifing their trade by ready money, 
with thofe of Havanna, who kept here an eftabliflied 
commerce, chiefly in hides. This propofal was 
prefently admitted by Captain Morgan, and the chief 
of his companions. Hereupon they ordered every 
captain to weigh anchor and fet fail, fleering to- 
wards that coaft neareft to el Puerto del Principe, 
fiereisa bay named by the Spaniards el Puerto de 
Santa Maria : being arrived at this bay, a Spaniard, 
who was prifoner aboard the fleet, fwam afliore by 
night to the town of el Puerto del Principe,, giving 
an account to the inhabitants of the defign of the 
pirates, which he overheard in their difcourfe, while 
they thought he did not underfl:and Englifli. . The 
Spaniards upon this advice began to hide their 
riches, and carry away the moveables ; the gover- 
nor immediately raifed all the people of the town, 
freemen and flaves, and with part of them took a 
poft by which of neceflity the pirates muft pafs, 
And commanded many trees to be cut down 

and 
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and laid acrofs the ways to hiader their ' paflage, 
placing feveral ambufcades, ftrengthened with fome 
pieces of canoon to play upon them on their march. 
He gathered in alt about 800 men, of which de- 
taching part into the faid ambjifcades, with the reft 
he begirt the town, drawing them up in a fpacious 
field, whence they could fee the coming of the 
pirates at length. 

Captain Morgan with his men, now on the march, 
found the avenues of the town unpaffable; here- 
upon they took their way through the wood, ira- 
verfing it with great difficulty, whereby they efcaped 
divers ambufcades ; ^ lad they came to the plain, 
from its figure called by the Spaniards la Savanna, 
or the Sheet. The governor feeing them come, 
detached a troop of horfe to charge them in the 
front, thinking to difperfe them, and to purfue them 
with his main body ; but this defign fucceeded not, 
for the pirates marched in very good order, at the 
found of their drums, and with flying colours i 
coming near the horfe they drew into a fcmi-circle, 
and fo advanced towards the Spaniards, who charged 
them violently for a while ; but the pirates being 
very dextrous at their arms, and thdr governor, 
with many of their companions, being killed, they 
retreated towards the wood, to favc themfelves with 
more advantage ; but before they could reach it, 
mod of them were unfortunately killed by the pi- 
rates. Thus they left the vidory to thefe new- 
come enemies, who had no confiderable lofs of men 
in the battle, and but very few wounded. The 
(kirmifh laflerf four hours. They entered the towa 
riot without, great refiftance of fuch as were wiijiin, 
who defended themfelves as long as poiEble, and 
many feeing the enemy in the town, (hut themfelves 
up in their own houfes, and thence madis feveral 
ftiot upon the pirates \ who thereupon threatened* 

them. 
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them, faying, * If you furrender not voluntarily, 

* you (hall foon fee the town in a flame, and your 

* wives and children torn in pieces before your 

* faces.' Upon thefe menaces the Spaniards fub- 
mitted to the difcretion of the pirates, believing 
they could not jcontinue there long. 

As foon as the pirates had pofTcfTed themfelves of 
the town, they enclofed all the Spaniards, men, 
women, children, and flaves, in feveral chnrches, 
and pillaged all the goods they could find ; then 
they fearchedthe country round about, bringing in 
daily many goods and prifoners, with much pro- 
vifion. With this they fell to making great cheer, 
after their old cuftom, without remembering the 
poor prifoners, whom they let ftarve in the churches, 
though they tormented them daily and inhumanly 
to make theniconfefs where they h^d hid their goods, 
money, &c. though little or nothing was left them, 
Bot fparing the women and little. children, giving 
them nothing to eat, whereby the greateft part 
periQied, 

Pillage and provifions growing fcarce, they thought 
convenient to depart and feek new fortunes in other 
places : they told the prifoners, * they fhould find 

* money to ranfom themfelves, elfe they fhould be 

* all tranfported to Jamaica ; and befide, if they 

* did not pay a fecond ranfom for the town, they 

* would turn every houfe in afhes.* The Spaniards 
hereupon nominated among themfelves four fellow 
prifoners to go and feek for the above-mentioned 
contributions ; but the pirates, to the intent they 
(hould return fpecdily with thofe ranfoms, torment- 
ed feveral cruelly in their prefence, before they de- 
parted. After a few days the Spaniards returned, 
telling captain Morgan, * We have ran up and down, 

* and fearched all the neighbouring woods and places 

* we molt fufpefted, and yet have not been able 
Vol. I. F * to 
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* to find any of our own party, npr confeqaently 

* any fruit of our embafTy ; but if you are pleafed 

* to have a little longer patience with us, we (hall 

* certainly caufe all that you demand to be paid 

* within 1 5 days j' which captain Morgan granted. 
But not long after, there came into the town fevea 
or eight pirates who had been ranging in the woods 
and fields, and got confiderable booty. Thefe 
brought amongft other prifoners a negro, whom they 
had taken with letters. Captain Morgan having 
perufed them, fpund they were from the* governor 
of Santa Jago, being written to fome of the prilbners, 
wherein he told them, * ihcy Ibould not ma^e too 

* much hafte to pay any ranfom for their town or 
' perfons, or any other pretext ; but on the con- 

* trary, they fliould put off the pirates as well as 

* they could with excufcs and delays, expefting to 

* be relieved by him in a (hort time^ when he would 
< certainly come to their aid.' Upon this intelligence 
captain Morgan immediately ordered all their plun* 
der to be carried aboard ; and withal, he told the 
Spaniards^ that the very next day they fhould pay 
their ranfoms, for he would not wait a moment 
longer, but reduce the whole town to aflies, if they 
jfailed of the fum he demanded. 

With this Intimation, captain Morgan made no 
mention to the Spaniards of the letters he had in- 
tercepted. They anfwered, * that it was iippoflible 

* for them to give fuch a fum of money ip lo (hort 

* a fpace of time, feeing their fellow townfmen were 

* not to be found in all the country thereabouts.* 
Captain Morgan knew full well their intentions, but 
thought it not convenient to Itpy there aqy longer, 
demanding of them only 500 oxen or cows, with 
fufficient fait to powder them, with this condition, 
that they fliould carry them on board his fhipst 
Thus he departed with, all his menj taking with 

him 
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him only fix of the principal prifoners as pledges. 
Next day the Spaniards brought the cattle and fait 
to the (lUpSy and required the prifoners ; but captaia 
Morgan refufed to deliver them, till they had helped 
his men to kill and fait the beeves : this was per- 
formed in great hafte, he not caring to flay there 
any longer, left he ftiould be furprized by the forces 
that were gathering againft him ; and having re- 
ceived all on board his veflels, he fet at liberty* the 
hoflages. Mean while there happened fome diflen- 
fions between the Englifli and the French : the oc- 
cafioD was as follows ; a Frenchman being employed 
in killing and faking the beeves, an Engiifh pirate 
took away the marrow-bones he had taken out of 
the ox, which thefe people efteem much ; hereupon 
they challenged one another: being come to the 
place of duel, the Englifhman ftabbed the French^ 
man in the back, whereby he fell down dead. The 
other Frenchman, defirous of revenge, made ap 
infun-eftion againfl the Engiifh ; but captain Morga a 
foon appeifed them, by putting the criminal in 
chains to be carried to Jamaica, promifing be would 
fee juftice done upon him; for though he might 
challenge his adverfary, yet it was not lawful to kill 
him treacheroufly as he did. 

All things being ready, and on board, and the 
prifoners fet at liberty, they failed thence to a cei* 
tain ifland, where captain Morgan intended to make 
a dividend of what they had" purchafed in that; 
voyage ; where being arrived, they found high the 
value of 50,000 pieces of eight in mopcy and goods ; 
the fum being known, it caufed a general grief to 
fee fuch a fmall purchafe, not fufHcient to pay then: 
debts at Jamaica. Hereupon captain Morgan pro- 
pofed they (hould think on fome other ^nterprize and 
pillage brforc they returned. But the French not 
being able to agree vnxh the Engiifh, left captain 
F 2 Morgan 
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Morgan with thofe of his own nation, notwithftand- 
ing all the perfuafions he ufed to reduce them to 
continue in his company. Thus they parted with 
all external figns of friendfhip, captain Morgan re- 
iterating his promifes to them, that he would fee 
juftice done on that criminal. This he performed, 
for being arrived at Jam^ca, he caufed him to be 
2ianged, which was all the fatisfaftion the French 
pirates could expe<5):« 

CHAP. XIII. 

Captain Morgan refolving ta attack and plunder the 
city of Puerto Bello^ equips a fleet, and 'mith little 
expence and fmall forces takes it, 

inOME may think that the French having de- 
•^ ferted captain Morgan, the Englifh alone could 
rot have fufficient courage to attempt fuch great 
a£lions as before. But captain Morgan, who al- 
ways communicated vigour with his wor^s, infufed 
luch fpirit into his men, as put them inftantly 
upon new defigns ; they being all perfuaded that 
the fole execution of his orders would be a certain 
means of obtaining great riches, which fo influenced 
tjieir minds, that with inimitable courage they all 
xefblved to follow him, as did alfo a certain pirate 
of Campeachy, who on this occafion joined with 
captain Morgan, to feek new fortunes under his 
conduft. Thus captain Morgan in a few days g/v 
thered a fleet of nine fail, either fliips or great boats^ 
wherein he had 460 military men. 

All things being ready, they put forth to fea, 
captain Morgan, imparting his defign to no body at 
prefent; he only told them on ieveral occafions, 
that he doubted not to make a good fortune by that 
voyage, if ftrange occurrences happened not. They 

fleered 
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fleered towards the continent, where they arrived 
in a few days near Cofta Rica, all their fleet fafe. 
No ooner had they difcovered land, but captain 
Morgan declared his intentions to the captains, and 
prcfently after to the company. He told them he 
intended to plunder Puerto Bello by night, being 
refolved to put the whole city to the fack : and to 
encourage them he added, this cnterprize could not 
fail, feeing he. had kept it fecrct, without revealing 
it to any body, whereby they could not have notice 
of his coming. To this propofition fome anfwered, 
they had not a fufficicnt number of men to aflault 
fo flrong and great a city. But captain Morgan 
replied, * If our number is fmall, our hearts arc 

* great ; and the fewer perfons we are, the more 

• union and better fliares we /hail have in the fpoil.' 
Hereupon, being ftimuiated with the hope of thofe 
vaft riches tlKty promifed themfelves from their fuc* 
cefs, they unanimoufly agreed to thai defign. Now, 
that my reader may better comprehend the bojdneli 
of this exploit, it may be neceflary to fay fome thing 
befpre-hand of the city of Puerto Bello. 

This city is in the province of Cofta Rica, 1 o deg, 
north latitude, 14 leagues from the gulf of Darlen, 
and eight weftwards from the port called Nombre de 
Plos. It is judged the ftrongeft place the king of 
Spain pofleffes in all the Weft-Indies, except Ha- 
vanna and Carthagena. Here are two caftles almoft 
impregnable, that defend the city, fituate at the 
entry of the port, fo that no {hip or boat can pafs 
without permiiEon. The garrifon conilfts of 300 
foldiers, and the town is inhabited ^by about 400 
families. The merchants dwell not here, but only 
refide awhile, when the galleons come from or go 
for Spain, by reafon of the unhealthinefs of the air, 
occafioned by vapours from the mountains ; fo that 
though their chief warehoufes are at Puerto Bello, 
F 3 their 
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their habitatioos arc at Panama, whence tbcy bring 
the plate upon mules, when the fair begins, and 
when the fliips belonging to the company of Ne- 
groes arrive to fell flaves. 

Captain Morgan, who knew very well all the arc* 
nues of this city and the neighbouring coafls, arrived 
in the d ufk of the evening at Puerto 6c Naos, lo leagues 
to the weft of Puerto BeUo : being come hither, they 
failed up the river to another harbour, called Puerto 
Pontin, where they anchored : herethey put themfelves 
in boats and canoes, leaving in the fliips only a few 
men to bring them next day to the port. About 
midnight they came to a place called Eftera longa 
Lcmos, where they all went on fhore, and marched 
by land to the firft pofts of the city : they had in 
their company an EngUfliman, formerly a prifonet 
in thofe parts, who now fen'ed them for a guide : 
to him and three or four more they gave commii&on 
to take the centinel, if poffible, or kill him on the 
place ; but they feized him fo cuniiingly, as he had 
no lime to give warning with his mufket, or make 
any noife, and brought him, with his hands bound, 
to captain Moi^an, who aflked him how things went 
in the city, and what forces they had ; with other 
circumflances he defired to know. After every 
queftion, they made him a thoufand menaces to kill 
him, if he declared not the truth. Then they ad- 
vanced to the city, carrying the faid centinel botind 
before them : having marched about a quarter of a 
league, they came to the caftle near the city, which 
prefently they clofely furrounded,* fo that no perfon 
•could get either in or out. 

Being pofted under the walls of the caftle, captain 
Morgan commanded the centinel, whom they had 
taken prifoner, to fpeak to thofe within, charging 
them to furrender to his difcretion ; otherwife they 
fhould be all cut in pieces, without quarter. But 
'they regarding none of thefe threats, began inftantly 

to 
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to 'fire, which alarmed the city; yet notwithftand- 
ing, though the governor and foldiers of the faii 
caftle made as great refiftance as could be, they were 
forced to furrender. Having taken the caftle, they 
refolved to be as good as their words, putting the 
Spaniards to the fword, thereby to ftrike a terror 
Tnto the reft of the, city. Whereupon, having (hut 
up all the foldiers and officers as prlfoners into 
one room, they fet fire to the powder (whereof they 
found great quiintity) and blew up the caftle into the 
air, with all the Spaniards that were Within,. This 
done, they purfued the courfe of their viftory, fall- 
ing upon the city, which, as yet, was not ready to 
feceive them. Many of the inhabitatits caft their 
precious jewels and money into wells and cifterns, 
or hid them in places under ground, to avoid, aa 
much as poffible, being totally robbed. One party 
of the pirates, affigned to this purpofe, ran imme- 
diately .to the clolllers, and took as many religious 
ibea and women as they could find. T^he governor 
of the city, not being able to rally the citizens; 
through their great confufion, retired to one of the 
ci^ftles remaining, and thence fired incefianrly at the 
I^irates : but.thefe were not in the leaft negli- 
gent either toafTault him, or defend themfelves ; fo 
tnat amidft the horror of the aiTault, they made 
very few ftiots in vain ; for aiming with great dex- 
tferity at the mouths of the guns, the Spaniards 
were certain to lofe one br two inen every time 
they charged each gun a- new. 

This continued very furious from break of day 
till nooti ; yea, about this time of the day the cafe 
was very dubious which party fhould conquer, or be 
conquered. At laft, the pirates perceiving they 
had loft many men, and yet advanced but little to- 
wards the gaining either this, or the other caftles, 
made ufe of fire-balls, which they threw with their 
hand^, defigning to burn the doors of the caftles s 
F 4 but. 
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but the Spaniards from the walls let fall great quaa- 
litics of ftones, and earthen pots full of powder, 
and other combuftible matter, which forced thera 
to defift. Captain Morgan feeing this generous de- 
fence made by the Spaniards, began to defpair of 
fuccefs. Hereupon many faint and calm medita- 
tions came into his mind ; neither could he deter- 
mine which way to turn himfelf in that (Ireight. 
Being thus puzzled, he was fuddenly animated to 
continue the afKiult, by feting Englifh colours put 
forth at one of the lefler caftles, then entered by his 
men ; of whom he prefently after fpied a troop com- 
ing to meet him, proclaiming vidory with loud 
fliouts of joy. . This inftantly put him on new re- 
folutions of taking the reft of the caftles, efpecially 
feeing the chiefeft citizens were fled to them, and 
had conveyed thither great part of their riches, with 
all the plaie belonging to the churches and divine 
fcrvice. 

To this e/Feft he ordered ten or twelve ladders 
to be made in all hafte, fo broad^ that three or four 
men at onCe might afcend them : thefe being fini(h- 
ed, he commanded all the religious men and wo- 
men, whom he had taken priioners, to fi^ them 
againft the walls of the caftle. This he had before 
threatened the governor to do, if he delivered not 
the caftle : but his anfwer was, * He would never 
* furrender himfelf alive.' Captain Morgan was 
perfuaded the governor would not employ his ut- 
moft force, feeing the religious women, and eccle- 
liaftical perfons, expofed in the front of the foldiers 
to the greateft danger. Thus the ladders, as I have 
faid, were put into the hands of religious perfons 
of both fexes, and thefe were forced, at the head 
of the companies, to raife and apply them to the 
walls ; but captain Morgan was fully deceived in 
his judgment of this defign j for the governor, who 

afted 
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afted like a brave foldier In performance of his daty,. 
ufed his utmofl endeavour to deftroy whofocver' 
came near the walls. The religious men and wo- 
men ceafed not to cry to him, and beg of him, by 
all the Saints of Heaven, to deliver the caftle, and 
fparc both his and their own lives ; but nothing 
could prevail with his obftinacy and fiercenefs. 
Thus many of the religious m«n and nuns were 
killed before they could fix the ladders ; which, ac 
laft, being done, though with great lofs of the faid 
reUgious people, the pirates mouated them in great 
numbers, and with not lefs valour, having fire-balls 
in their hands, and earthen pots full of powder ; all 
which things, being now at the top of the walls^ 
they kindled and caft in among the Spaniards. 

Thb efFort of the pirates was very great, info- 
much that the. Spaniards could no longer refift nor 
defend the caftle, which was now entered. Here- 
upon they all threw down their arms, and craved 
quarter for their lives ; only the governor of the 
city would crave no mercy, but killed many of the 
pirates with his own hands, and not a few of his 
own foldiers, becaufe they did not ftand to their 
arms. And though the pirates afked him if he 
would have quarter ; yet he conftantly anfwered, 

* By no means, I had rather die as a valiant foldier, 

* than be hanged as a coward.' They endeavoured* 
as much as they could to take him prifoner, but he 
defended himfelf fo obftinately, that they were 
forced to kill him, notwithftandiog all the cries and 
tears of his own wife and daughter,, who begged 
him, on their knees, to demand quarter, and fave 
his life. When the pirates hatl poflefled themfelve^: 
of the caftle, which was about night, they inclofcd- 
therein all the prifoners, placing the women and 
men by themfelves, with foroe guards : the wound- 
ed were put in an apartment by itfelf,. that their 

F 5 owa. 
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own compteiDts might be the cure of their difeafes $ 
for no other was'af&drded them. 

This done, they fell to eating and drinking as 
nfual ; that is, committiog in both , all manner of 
debauchery and excefs : thefe two vices were imme- 
diately followed by nuny infolent adlions of rape 
and adukery, committed on many very honeft wo- 
men, as wdl married as virgins ; who being threat- 
ened with the fword, were conftrained to fubmit 
their bodies to the violence of thofe lewd and wicked, 
men. Thus they gave themfelves up to att forts of 
debauchery, that fifty courageous men might eafily 
bave retaken the city, and killed all the pirates. 
Kext day, having plwdered all they could find, 
they cxanuaed fome of the prifoners, (who had 
been perfuaded by their companions to fay they 
were the richeft of the town) charging them feverely 
to difcover where they had hid their richfes and 
good:s« Not being able to extort any thing from 
themi they not being the right perfons, it was re- 
folved to torture them : this they did fo cruelly, 
that many of them died on the rack, or prefentiy 
after. Now the prefident of Panama being adver- 
tifed of the pillage and ruin of Pt^rto Belle, be em- 
ployed aU his care and induftry to raife forces to 
purfue and caft out the pirates thence ; but thefe 
cared little for his preparations, having their (hips 
at hand, and determining to fire the city, and re- 
treat.. They had now been at Puerto Bello fifteen 
days, in which time they had loft many of their 
men, both by the unhealthinefs, of the country; and 
their extravagant debaucheries. 

Bfcreupon they prepared to dfepart, carrying oa 
board all the pillage they had got, having firft pro- 
vided the fltset with fufficient viftuals for the Voyage.. 
While thefe things were doing, captain Morgan de- 
H^oded of the prifoners a ranfom. for tho. city, oc- 
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Ak fie Wotild burn It down, and blow up all the 
cafHes ; withal, he commanded them to fend fpeedily 
two perfons, to procure the fum, which waa 
ico,ooo pieces of eight. To this effeft, two men 
were fent to the prefident of Panama, who gave 
him an account of all. The prefident having no\v 
a body of men ready, fet forth towards Puerto Bello, 
to encounter the pirates before their retreat; but 
they hearing of his coming, inftead of flying away^. 
went out to meet him at a narrow paflage, which- 
he muft pafs : here they placed lOo men, very well: 
armed, which at the firft encounter put to flight at 
good party of thofe of Panama. This obliged th6 
prefident to retire for that titne, not hieing yet in A 
pofture of ftrength to jJrocfeed ferther. Prefently 
after, he fent a mellage to captain Morgan, to tell 
him, * that, if he departed not fuddenly with all his. 
^ forces from Plierto Bello, he ought to expeft no 

* quarter for himfelf, nor his companions,, when 

* he fliould tike them^ a& he hoped fooh to do/ 
Captain Afergah, who feared not his threats, know- 
ing he had a fecnre retreat in his fliips, which were . 
kt hand, anfwered, * He would not deliver the 

* callles, before he had received the contribution 

* money he had demanded ; which, if it were not 
' paid down, he would certainly burn the whole- 
*' city,, and then leaive it, demolifhipg.before-handi 
*' the caftles, aiid killing the prifoners.' 

The governor of Panama, perceived by thiis an* 
fwer, that tib meftns would ferve to mollify the hearts, 
of the pirates, nor reduce them to reafon : here- 
upon he determine^ to leave them, as alfo thofie- 
of the city wKom he^ came to reliere, involved in. 
the difficulties of making the befl: agreement they 
could. Thus in a few days more the miferabic 
citizens gathered the contribution required, and 
brought 100,000 pieces of eight to the. pirates for 
E 6 araUf 
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a raDfom of their cruel captivity : but the prefideat 
of Panama was much amazed to coufider that 400 
men could take fuch a great city, with fo muiy 
firong caftlesy efpecially having no ordnance where- 
with to raife batteries ; and, what was more, know- 
ing the citizens of Puerto £ello had always great 
repute of being gpod foldiers themfelves, and who 
never wanted courage in their own defence- This 
aftonifliment was fe great, as made him fend to 
captain Morgan, defiring fomeTmall pattern of thofe 
arms wherewith he had taken with fuch vigour fo 
great a city. Captain Morgan received this meflage 
very kindly, and with great civility ; and gave him 
a piftol, and a few fmall bullets, to carry back to 
the prefident his mafter ; telling him, withal, ' He 

* defired him to accept that flender pattern of the 

* arms wherewith he had taken Puerto Bello, and 

* keep them for a twelve-month ; after which time 

* he promifed to come to Panama, and fetch them 

* away.' ^The governor returned the prefent very 
fbon to captain Morgan, giving him thanks for the 
favour of lending him fuch weapons as he needed 
not ; and, withal, fent him a ring of gold, with 
this meflage, ' that he deiired him not to give him- 
' felf the labour of coming to Panama, as he had 

* done to Puerto Bello; for he did aflure him, he 
' fhould not fpeed fo well here, as he had done 

* there.' 

After this, Captain Morgan (having provided 
bis fleet with all neceHaiies, and taken with 'him the 
beft guns of the caftles, nailing up the reft) fet fail 
from Puerto Bello with all his fhips, and arriving in 
a few days at Cuba, he fought out a place wherein 
he might quickly make the dividend of their fpoil. 
They found in ready mpney 256,000 pieces of 
eight, beildes other merchandizes ; as cloth, linen, 
£lks> &c. With this rich purchafe cbey failed thence 

to 
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to their common place of rendezvous, Jamaica. 
Being arrived, they pafled here fome time in all 
forts of vices and debaucheries, according to their 
cuftom ; fpending very prodigally what others had 
gained with no fmall labour and toil. 

CHAP. XIV. 

CaptAin Morgan takes the city of Maracaiho on the 
coaff of Neuva Venezuela, Piracies committed in 
thofe feas. Ruin of three Spanifh fbips fent forth 
to hinder the robberies of the pirates. 



N 



O T long after their arrival at Jamaica, being 
that (hort time they needed to lavi(h away all 
the riches above-mentioned, they concluded on ano- 
ther enterprize to feek nt^ fortunes : to this efie^, 
captain Morgan ordered all the commanders of his 
fhips to meet at De la Vacca, or the Cow Ifle, fouth 
of Hlfpaniola, as is faid. Hither flocked to them 
great numbers of other pirates, French and Englifh ; 
the name of captain Morgan being now famous in 
all the neighbouring countries for his great enter- 
prlzes. There was then at Jamaica an Englifti ihip 
newly come from New England, well mounted with 
^6 guns : this veffel, by order of the governor of 
Jamaica, joined captain Morgan to ftrengthen his 
fleet, and give him greater courage to attempt mighty 
things. With this fupply, captain Morgan judged 
himfelf fufEciently ftrong ; but there being in the 
fame place another great vefl^l of 24 iron guns, aiid 
12 brafs ones, belonging to the French, captain 
Morgan endeavoured alfo to join this (hip to his 
own ; but the French not daring to truft the Englifh, 
denied, abfolutely to confent. 

The French pirates belonging to this great /hip 
had met at fea an Englifh veflel ; and being under 

great 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



k34 y'*^ HISTORT pf the 

great want oF viftuals, they had talcen fome pro- 
vifions out of the EngUfh (hip, without paying for 
them, having, perhaps, no ready money aboard ; 
only they gave them bills of exchange for Jamaica 
and Tortuga, to receive money there. Captain 
Morgan having notice of this, and perceiving he 
could not prevail with the French captain to follow 
him, refolved to lay 'held on this occafio.n; to ruin 
the French, and feek his revenge. Hereupon he 
invited, with diffimulation, the French commander, 
"and feveral of his men, to dine With him on board 
the great (hip that was come to Jamaica, as is fkid ; 
being come, he made them, all prifoners, pretending 
Vhe injury aforePaid done to the Englifh vefTel. 

This uhjuft aftion of raptain Morgan was foon. 
followed by divine pumfhment, as we may conceive : 
the manner I (hall inftantly relate. Captain Morgan, 
prefently after he had taken thefe French prifoners,. 
called a council to deliberate what place they (hould 
Ifirft pitch upon in this new expedition. Here it 
was determined to go to the ifle of Savona, to wait 
for the Flota <hen expefted from Spain, and takee. 
any of the Spani(h veffels ftraggling from the reft^ 
This refolution being taken, they began aboard the. 
great (hip to feaft one another for jo^ of their new. 
voyage, and happy councir, as they hoped : they, 
drank many healths, and difcharged many guns,, 
the common fign of mirth am6ng feamen. Moft of 
the men being druhk, by what iaccidedt is not known, 
the (hrp fuddenly was blown tip, with 350 Englifh- 
men, befides the French Prifoners in the hold ; of" 
all which, there efcaped' but 30 men, who were, 
in the great cabin, at fome diftance from, the main, 
force of the powder. Many more. It is thought, 
might have efcaped, had they not been fo muchi 
ove;t?ikeQ Vflth win^.. 
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This lofe brotight much confternation of mind 
upon the Englifli ; they knew not whom to btame, 
bnt at laft the accufation was laid on the French 
prifoners, whom they fufpefted to have fired the 
powder of the ftiip out of revenge, though with 
the lofs of their own lives : hereupon they added 
new accufations to their former, whereby to feize 
the (hip andvall that was in it, by faying the French 
defigned to commit piracy on the Englifh. The 
grounds of this accufation were given by a cdm- 
miflionfrom the governor of Barracoa, found aboard 
the French veflel, wherein were thefe words, * that 

* the faid governor did permit the French to ir^e 

* in all Spanifh ports, &c.-— As alfo to cruife on the 
' Englifh pirates in what place foever they could 
' find them, becaufe of the multitude of hoftilities 

* which they had committed againft the fubjefts of 

* his catholick majefty in time of peace betwixt the- 

* two crowns.* This commiffion for trade was in- 
terpreted as an exprefs order to exercife piracy and 
war againft them, though it was only a bare licence 
for coming into the Spanifti ports; the cloak of 
which permiffion werethofe words, * that they (hould 

* cruife upon the Englifli.' And though the French 
did fufSciently expound the true fenfe of it, yet they 
could not clear themfelves to captain Morgan, nor 
his council ; but in lieu thereof, the fliip and men, 
were (txis^i. and fent to Jamaica^ Here they alfo 
endeavoured to obtain juftice, and the reftitution-. 
of their (hip, but all in vain ; fof inftead of juftice, 
they were long dctaiaed io prifon, and threatened, 
V^ith hanging. 

Eight days after the I0& of the faid fliip, captain^ 
Morgan commanded the bodies of the miferabie. 
wretches who were blown up to be fearched for^ 
9s thejr floatecj on the fea ; not to affi>rd them= 
chrUUaa )ssimk, \m fpr their cl(^bes and attire ; 

andb 
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and if any had gold rings on their fingers, thefe 
were cut off, leaving them expofed to the voracity 
of the monfters of the fea. At laft they fet fail 
for Savona, the place of their affignation. There 
were in all 15 veflels, captain Morgan commanding 
the biggeft, of only 14 (mall guns ; his nupnber of 
men was 960. Few days after, they arrived at the 
Cabo de Lobos, fouth of Hifpaniola, between Cape 
Tiburon and Cape Punta dc Efpada : hence they 
could not pafs by reafon of contrary winds for three" 
weeks, notwithfVanding all the utmoft endeavours 
captain Morgan ufed to get forth ; then they doubled 
tUe Cape, and fpied an Engli(h veflel at a diftance. 
Having fpokcn with her, they found (he came from 
England, and bought of her for ready money fome 
provifions they wanted. 

Captain Morgan proceeded in his voyage till he 
came to the port of Ocoa; here he landed fome 
men, fencing them into the woods to feek water 
and provifions, the better to fpare fuch as he had 
already on board. They killed many beafts, and 
among others fome horfes. But the Spaniards, not 
well fatisfied at their hunting, laid a ftratagem for 
them, ordering three or four hundred men to come 
from Santo Domingo not far diftant, and defiring 
them to hunt in all the parts thereabout near the 
fea, that(b, if the pirates (hould return, they might 
find no fubfiftence. Within few days the fame 
pirates returned to hunt, but finding nothing to 
kill, a party of about fifty ftraggled farther on into 
the-woods. The Spaniards, who watched all their 
motions, gathered a great herd of cows, and fet 
two or three men to keep them. The pirates hav- 
ing fpied them, killed a fuflSdent number; and 
though the Spaniards could fee them at a diftance, 
.yet they would not hinder them at prefent ; but as 
foon as they attempted to carry them away, they 

fet 
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fet upon them furioufly, crying, Mata, mata, i. e» 
Kill, kill. Thus the pirates were compelled to quit 
the prey, and retreat to their (hips; but they di4 
it in "good order, j^etiring by degrees, and when 
they had opportunity, difcharging full vollics on 
the Spaniards, killing many of their enemies, tho* 
with fome lofs. 

The Spaniards feeing their damage, endeavoured 
to fave themfelves by flight, and carry off their dead 
and wounded companions. The pirates perceiving 
them flee, would not content themfelves with what 
hurt, they had already done, but purfued them 
fpeedily into the woods, and killed the greateft 
part of thofe that remained. Next day captain 
Morgan, extremely offended at what had pafled^ 
went himfelf with 200 men into the woods to feek 
for the reft of the Spaniards, but finding no body, 
he revenged bis wrath on the houfes rf the poor 
and miferable rufticks that inhabit thofe fcaittering 
fields and woods, of which he burnt a great number : 
with this he returned to his fiiips, fomewhat more 
fatisfied in his mind, for having done fome confider- 
able damage to the enemy, which was always his 
moll ardent defire. 

The impatience wherewith captain Morgan had 
waited a long while for fome of his ftips not yet 
arrived, made him refolve to fail away without themi, 
and fteer for Savona, the place he always defigned* 
Being arrived, and not finding any of his (hips come, 
he was more impatient and concerned than before, 
fearing their lofs, or that he muft proceed without 
them ; but he waiting for their arrival a few days 
longer, and having no great plenty of provifions, 
he (ent a crew of 150 men to Hifpaniola to pillage 
fome towns near Santo Domingo ; but the Spaniards, 
upon intelligence of their coming, were fo vigilant, 
and in fuch good pofture of defence, that the pirates 

thought 
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thought not convenient to aflault them, choofing 
rather to return empty-handed to captain Morgan, 
than to perifh in that defperate enterprize. 

At laft captain Morgan, feehig the other (hips 
did not come, made a review of his people, and 
found only about 500 men ; the (hips wanting were 
feven, he only having eight in his company, of 
which the greateft part were very fmall. Huving 
hitherto refolved to cruife on the coafts of Carraccas, 
and to plunder the towns and villages there, finding 
himfelf dt prefent with fuch fmall forces, he changed 
his refolution by advice of a French captain m his 
fleet. This Frenchman havitJg ferved Lolonois in 
ihe like entcrprizes, and at the taking of Maracalbo, 
knew all the entries, pafTages, forces, and means 
how to put in execution the fame again in com- 
pany of captain Morgan ; to whom having made a 
full relation of all, he concluded to fack it the fecond 
time, being himfelf perfu^ded, with all his nien, of 
the facility the Frenchman propounded. Hereupon 
they weighed anchor, and fleered towards Ciiriifao. 
Being come within fight of it, they landed at an'0th6r 
Ifland near it, called Ruba, about twelve leagues 
from Curafao to the weft. This ifland, defended 
by a flender garrifon, is inhabited by Indians fubjeft 
to Spain, and fpeak Spanlfh, by rcafon of the Ro- 
fnon catholick religion here cultivated by a few 
priefts fent from the neighbouring continent. 

The inhabitants exercife commerce or trade with 
the pirates that go and come this way : they buy of 
the iflanders (heep, lambs, and kids^ which they 
exchange for linen, thread, and like things. The 
country is very dry and barren, the whole fubftance 
thereof corififling in thofe three things, and a little 
Indifferent wheat. This ifle produces many veno- 
mous infefts, as vipers, fpiders, and others. Thefc 
laft are fo pernicious, that a man bitten by thein 

dies 
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dies mad ; and the manner of recovering, fuch, is 
to rie them very faft both hands and feet, and fo to 
leave them twenty four hours, without eating or 
drinking any thing. Captain Morgan, as was' Taid, 
having call anchor before this ifland, bought of the 
inhabitants ftieep, lambs, and wood for all his 
fleet. After two d.iys, he failed again in the tiight, 
to the intent they might not fee what courfe he 
fleered. 

Next, day they arrived at the fea of Maracaibo, 
taking great care not to be feen frota Vigilia, for 
which reafon they anchored out ' of fight of It, 
Night being come, they fet fail again towards the 
land, and next morning, by break of day, wefe got 
direftly over againft the Bar of the faid lake. The 
Spaniards had built another fort fince the aflioti of 
Lolonois, whence they now fired continually againft 
the pirates, while they put their men into boats to 
knd. The difpute continued very hot, being ma- 
naged with great cburage from, morning till dark 
night.' Thfe being cotne, captain Morgan, in the 
obfcurity thereof, drew nigh the fort, which hav- 
ing examined, he found nobody in it, the Spaniards 
having deferted it not long before. They left be- 
hind them a match lighted near a train of powder, 
to have blown up the pirates and the whole fortrefs 
as foon ag they were in it. This defign had taken 
effeft, had not the pirates difcovered it in a quarter 
of an hour ; but captain MorgJin fhatching away 
the match, faved both his own and his cpmpanions 
lives. They found here much powder, whereof 
be provided his fleet, and then demolifhcd part of 
the walls, nailing 16 pieces of ordnance from 12 to 
24 pounders. Here they alfo found many mufquets 
* and other military provifions. 

Next day they commanded the (hips tcr enter the 
Bar, among which they divided the powder, muf- 
quets, 
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quets^ and other things found in the fort : then they 
embarked again to continue their courfe towards 
Maracaibo ; but the waters bang very low, they 
could not pafs a certain bank at the entry of the 
lake : hereupon they were compelled to go into 
canoes and fmail boats, with which they arrived 
next day before Maracaibo, having no other de- 
fence than fome fmall pieces which they could carry 
in the (aid boats. Being landed, they ran immedi* 
ately to the fort de la Barra, which they found 
as the precedent, without any perfon in it, for all 
were fled into the woods, leaving alfo the town 
without any people, unlefs a few mifcrable folks, 
who had nothing to lofe. 

As foon as they had entered the towns, the pirates 
fearched every corner to fee if they could find any 
people that were hid, who might offend them un- 
awares ; not finding any body, every party as they 
came out of their feveral fliips, chofe what houfes 
they pleafed. The church was deputed for the 
common corps du guard, whei*e they lived after 
their military manner, very infolently. Next day 
after they fent a troop of loo men to feek for the 
inhabitants and their goods : thefe returned next 
day, bringing with them thirty perfons, men, wo- 
men, and children, and fifty mules loaden with 
good merchandife. All thefe miferable people were 
put to the rack, to make them confefs where the 
reft of the inhabitants were, and their goods. 
Among other tortures, one was to ftretch their 
limbs with cords, and then to beat them with fticks 
and other inftruments. Others had burning matches 
placed betwixt their fingers, which were thus burnt 
alive. Others had flender cords or matches twilled 
about their heads, till their eyes burft out. Thus 
all inhuman cruelties were executed on thofc inno- 
cent people. Thofe who would aot confefs, or who 

had 
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had nothing to declare, died under the hands of 
thofe villains. Thefe tortures and racks continued 
for three whok weeks, in which time they fent out 
daily parties to feek for more people to torment and 
rob, they never returning without booty and new 
riches. 

Captain Morgan having now gotten into his hands 
about 100 of the chief families, with all their goods, 
at laft refolved for Gibraltar, as Lolonois had done 
before : with this defign he equipped his fleet, pro- 
viding it fufficienlly with all necefTaries. He put 
likewife on board all the prifoners, and weighing 
anchor, fet fail with refolution to hazard a battle. 
They had fent before fome prifoners to Gibraltar, 
to require the inhabitants to furrender, otherwife 
captain Morgan would certainly put them all to the 
fword, without any quarter. Arriving before Gib- 
-faltar, th€ inhabitants received him ^yith continual 
fhdoting of great cannon bullets ; but the pirates, 
ioftead of fainting hereat, ceafed not to encourage 
one another, faying, ^ We mull make one meal 
' upon bitter things, before we come to tafte the 
* the fweetnefs of the fugar this place affords.' 

Next day very early they landed all their men, 
and being guided by the Frenchman abovcfaid, they 
marched towards the town ; not by the common 
way, but croffing tht*ough woods, which way the 
Spaniards fcarce thought they would have come; 
for at the beginning of their march, they made as 
if they intended to come the next and open way 
to the town, hereby to deceive the Spaniards ; but 
thcfc remembering full well what Lolonois had done 
but two years before, thought it not fafe to expeft a 
fecond brunt, and hereupon all fled out of the 
town as faft as they could, carrying all their goods 
and riches, as alfo all the powder; and having nail- 
ed all the great guns, fo as the pirates found not 

one 
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one pcrfon iq (he whole city, but one poor innoceot: 
man who was born a fod. This man they aflced 
whither the inhabitants were fled, and where they 
had hid their goods : to all which queftions and the 
like, he conftandy anfwered, * I know nothing, J 
^ know nothing ;' but they prefently put him to the 
rack, and tortured him with cords ; which torments 
forced him to cry out, * Do not torture me any more, 

* but come with me, and I will (hew you my goods 

* and my riches.' iThey were perfuaded, it feenos, 
he was fome rich perfon difguifedimder ihofe clothes 
fo poor, and that innocent tongue ; fo they went 
along with him, and he conduced them to a poor 
miferable cottage, wherein he had a few earthen 
difties and other things of no value, and three pieces 
of eight, concealed with fome other trumpery under 
ground. Then they aflced him his name, and he 
readily anfwered, * My name is Don Sebaftian San* 

* chez, .and I am brother unto the governor of Ma- 

* racaibo.' Tliis foolifli anfwer, it 'muft be con- 
ceived, thefe inhuman wretches took for truth ; for 
no fooner had they heard it^ but they put him again 
upon the rack, lifting him up on high with cords, 
and tying huge weights to his feet and neck. Be- 
fides whiph, they burnt him alive, applying palnv- 
leaves burning to his face. 

The fame day they fent out a party to feek for 
the inhabitants, on whom they might exercife their 
cruelties. Thefe brought back an honeft peafant 
with two daughters of his, whom they intended to 
torture as they ufed others, if they fliewed not the 
places where the inhabitants were hid. The pcalant 
knew fome of thofe places, and feeing himfelf threat- 
ened with the rack, went with the pirates to fliew 
them ; but the Spaniards perceiving their enemies 
to range every where up and down the woods, were 
already fled thence farther off into thc'thickcflof the 

woods. 
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woods, where they built themfelveshiits, to preferve 
from thq weather thofe few goods they had. The 
pirates judged thetnfelves deceived by the peafant; 
hereupon, to revenge themfelves, notwithflanding 
all his excufes and fupplication, they hanged him 
OD a tree. 

Then they divided into parties to fearch the plan- 
tations ; for they knew the Spaniards that were ab- 
fconded could not live on what the woods afforded, 
without coming now and then for provifions to their 
country houfes. Here they found a flave, to whom 
they promifed mountains of gold, and his liberty, 
by tranfporting hini to Jamaica, if he would fhew 
fbem where the inhabitants of Gibraltar lay hid. 
This fellow conduced them to a party of Spaniards^ 
whom they inllantly made prifoners, coj^mandiog 
this flave to kill fome before the eyes of the reft j 
that by this "perpetrated crime, he might never be 
able to leave their wicked company. The negro, 
according to their orders, committed many murders 
and infolencies upon the Spaniards, and followed 
the unfortunate traces of the pirates ; who eight 
days after returned to Gibraltar with many prifoners, 
and fome mules lad^n with riches. They examined 
everv prifoner by himfelf (who were in all about 
250 perfons) where they had hid the reft of their 
goods, and if they knew of their fellow townfmen. 
Such as would not confefs, were tormented after a 
moft inhuman manner. Among the reft, there 
happened to be a Portugnefe, who by a negro wa§ 
reported, though falfly, to be very rich ; this maa 
was commanded to produce, his riches. His anfwe^ 
was, he had no more than 100 pieces of eight in 
the world, aqd.thefe had been ftolen from him two 
days before by his fervant ; whilh words, though he 
Jealed.wUh many oaths and proteftations, yet .they 
would not believe hijm| but dragging him .to th^ 

' ' ' ' rack. 
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rack, without any regard to his age of fixty years, 
they ftretched him with cords, breaking both his 
arms behind his fhouldcrs. 

This cruelty \yent not alone ; for he not being able 
Or willing to make any other declaration, they put 
him to another fort of torment more barbarous ; 
they tied him with fmall cords by his two thumbs 
and great toes to four flakes fixed in the ground at 
a convenient diftance, the whole weight of his body 
hanging on thofe cords. Not fatisfied yet with this 
cruel tortare, they took a ftone of above two hun- 
dred pounds, and laid it upon his belly, as if 
they intended to prefs him to death ; they alfo 
kindled palm leaves, and applied the flame to 
the face of this unfortunate Fortuguefe, burning 
with them the whole fkin, beard, and hair. At laft, 
feeing that neither with thefe tortures, nor others, 
they could not get any thing out of him, they untied 
the cords, and carried him half dead to the church, 
where was their corps du gard; here they tied 
him anew to one of the pillars thereof, leaving him 
in that condition, without giving him either to eat 
or drink, unlefs very fparingly, aud fo little as would 
fcarce fuftain life for fome days ; four or five being 
jpaft, he defired one of the prifoners might come to 
him, by whcfe means he promifed he would en- 
deavour to raife fome money to fatisfy their demands. 
The prifcner whom he required was brorght to him, 
and he ordered him to promife the pirates 500 pieces 
of eight for his ranfom ; but they were deaf and 
obftinate at fuch a fmall fum, and inflead of acccpt- 
hig it, beat him cruelly with cudgels, faying, * Old 

* fellow, inflead of Hvt hundred, you muft fey five 

* hundred thou fa nd pieces of eight ; other wife you 

* fliall here end your life.' ' Finally, after a thoufand 
proteftations that he was but a miferable man, and 
kept a poor tavern for his living, he agreed with 

' them 
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tfcem for 1000 pieces of eight. Thefe he raifed, and 
having paid them, got his liberty ; though fo hor- 
ribly maimed, that it is fcarce to be believed he <»uid 
forvive many weeks. 

Other tortures, befide thefe, were cxercifed upon 
others, which this Portuguefe endured not. Some 
were hanged up by the tefticlcs, or privy-members, 
and left till they fell to the ground, thofe parts being* 
torn from their bodies : if with this they minded 
to fhew mercy to thofe wretches, thus lacerated in 
the raoft tender parts, their mercy was, to run them 
through with their fwords; otherwife they ufed to 
He four or five days under the agonies of death 
before they died. Others were crucified by thefe 
tyrants, and with kindled matches burnt between 
tiie joints of their fingers and toes : others had their 
feet put into the fire, and thus were left to be roafled 
alive. Having ufed thefe and other cruelties with 
the white men, they began to praftife the fame with 
the negroes, their flaves, who were treated with 
no lefs inhumanity than their mafters. 

Among thefe flaves was one who promiied captain 
Morgan to conduft him to a river of the lake, where 
he fhould find a fhip and four boats, richly laden 
with goods of the inhabitants of Maracaibo : the 
fame difcovered likewife where the governor of Gib- 
raltar lay hid, with the greateft part of the women 
of the town ; hut all this he revealed, upon great 
menaces to hang him, if he told not what he knew, 
captain Morgan fent away prefently 200 men in two 
fettees, or great boats, to this river, to feek for 
what the flave had difcovered ; but hehimfelf, with 
250 more, undertook to go and take the governor. 
This gentleman was retired to a fmall ifland in the 
middle of the river, where he had built a little fort, 
^ as well as he could, for his defence ; but hearing that 
captain Morgan came in perfou with great forces 

Vo 1. 1. G to 
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to feck him, he retired to the top of a nwoatainnot 
Car of, to which there was no afcent, but by a very 
narrow paflagc, fo ftreight, that whofoevcr did at- 
tempt to gain the aicent, rouft march his men one. 
by one. Cnptatn Morgan ^sent two days before lie 
arrired at this little ifhnd, whence he dcfigned to 
proceed to die roountaia where the governor was 
pofted, had he not been ix>kl of the tmpofCbility 
of afcent, not only for the narrownefs of the way, 
but becaufe the governor was well provided with 
all forts of ammunition : beiide, there was fallen 
a huge rain, whereby all the pirates baggage and 
powder was wet. By this rain, alfo> they loft many 
men at the pafTage cettx a river that was overflows : 
here periftied, likcwife, fome^women and children, 
and many mules laden with plate and ^>od5, whidi 
they had taken from the fugitive uihabitants ; fo 
that things were in a very bad condition with cap- 
tain Morgan, jbiS his men much harraffcd, as may 
be infecred from this relation ; whereby, if the 
Spaniards, in that junflure, had had but fifty mea 
^wcll armed, they might have entirely deftroyed the 
pirates. But the fears the Spaniards had at firft 
conceived were fo great, that the leaves ftirring on 
rise trees they often fancied to be pirates. Finally, 
captain Morgan and his people, having upon this 
march fometinoes waded up, to their middles in 
water for half, or whole miles together, they at 
laft cfcapedy for the greateft part ; but the women 
and children for the major part died. 

Thus twelve days after they fet forth to feek the 
governor, they returned to Gibraltar with many pri*- 
fofiera: two days after arrived alfo the two fcttccs 
ttat went to the river, bringing with them four 
boats, and fome prifoners 5 but the greateft part of 
the merchandize in the faid boats they found not, 
^ Spaniardl havmg unladed and teonred it, having 

inielli- 
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intelligence of their coming ; who defigned alfo; 
when the merchandize was raken out, to born the. 
boats : yet the Spaniards made not'fo much ha(te 
to un'ade thefe vefTels, but that they left in th^ 
(hip and boats great parcels of goods^ vhidt 
the pirates feized, and brought a confiderable booty 
to Gibraltar. Thus, after they had been in poflfef- 
fion of the place five entire weeks, and cbm-^ 
mitted an infioite number of murders, robberies, 
rapes, and fuch like infolencies, they concluded to 
depart ; but firft they ordered foinc prifonfers to go 
forth into the woods and fields, and coHcft a ranfont 
for the town ; otherwife they would certainly burn 
it down to the ground. Thefe poor afBifted ment 
went as they were fent, and having fearched the 
adjokitng fields and woods, returned to captain 
Morgan, telling him, they had fcarce been able to 
find any body, but that to fuch as they had found, 
they had propofed his demands; to which they 
had anfwcred, that the governor had prohibited 
them to give any ranfom for the town, but they 
befeech<;d him to have a little patience, and among 
themfelves ihey would colleft 5000 pieces of eight ; 
and for the reft", they would give fome of their owa 
townfmen as hoftages, whom he might carry to 
Maracaibo, till he had received full iatisfa<f^ion. 

Captaiu Morgan having now been long abfent 
irom Maracaibo, and knowing the Spaniards had 
had fufficient time to fortify themfelves, and hinder 
his departure out of the lake, granted their pro* 
pofition, and made as much hafte as he could for 
his departure : he gave liberty to all the prifoners^ 
firft putting every one to a ranfom ; yet he detained 
the flaves. They delivered him four perfons agreed 
on for hoftages of what money more he was ta re- 
ceive, and they defired to have the flave mentioned 
above, tntendiog to punifh him according to his 
G 2 defense 
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deferts; but captain Morgan would not deliver him, 
left they (hould burn him alive. At laft, thejr 
weighed anchor, and fet fail in all hafte for Mara- 
caibo : here they arrived in four days, and found 
9II things as they had kft them ; yet heie they re- 
ceived news from a poor difbrefled old man, whom 
^lone they found fick in the town, that three Spanifh 
men of war were arrived at the entry of the lake, 
waiting the return of the pirates : moreover, that 
the caftle at the entry thereof was again put loto 
gi good pofture of defence, well provided with guns 
9nd men, and all forts of ammunition. 

This relation could not choofe but difturb the 
mind of captain Morgan, who now was careful 
how to get away through the narrow entry of 
the lake: hereupon, he fent his fwifteft boat to 
view the entry, and fee if things were as they had 
been related. Next day the boat came back, con- 
firming what was faid; affuring him, they had 
viewed the (hips fo nigh, that they had been ia 
great danger of their (hot : hereunto they added, 
that the biggeft (hip was mounted with 40 guns^ 
the fecond with 30, and the fmalleft with 24^ 
Thefe forces being much beyond tho(c of captain 
jMorgan, caufed a general confternation in the pi- 
rates, whofe biggeft veflTel had not above 14 fmall 
guns : every one judged captain Morgan to de- 
ijpond, and to he hopelefs, confidering the difficulty 
of paffing fafe with his little fleet amidfi thofe great 
fhips and the fort, or he muft pe/iQi. How to 
efcape any other way, by fea or land, they faw no 
way. Under thefe neceiSties, captain Morgan re- 
fumed new courage, and refolviog to (hew himfelf 
fiill undaunted, he boldly fent a Spaniard to the ad- 
miral of thofe three (hips, demanding of him a conr 
fidefable ranfom for not putting the city of Mara- 
(aibo to r}^ flames. This man (who wa$ received 

by 
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by the Spaniards with great admiratioa of the 
boldnefs of thofe pirates, relumed two days after, 
bringing to captaia Morgan » ktter from the faid 
admiunly as follows : 

The ktter of don Alonjh del Campo y Effnnofa^ ad- 
miral of the S^anijh fleet j to captain Morgnn, 
commander of ike pirctes. 

* * T TAVING underftood by all our friends and 

* JlI neighbours^ the unexpefted news, that yoii 

* have dared 10 attempt and coramit hoftilitics ii\ 

* the countFits, cities, towns, and villages belong- 

* ing to the dominions of his catholick majefty, my 
' fovereign lord and ma^fter ; I let you undcrftand by 

* ihefe lines, that I am come to this place, accord* 

* ing to my obligation, near that caftie which yoa 

* look out of the hands of a parcel of cowaidy; 

* where 1 have put things in a very good poflure of 

* defence, and mounted again the artillery which 

* you had nailed and difmounted. My intent is, to 

* difpute with you your paffage our of the lake, 

* and follow and purfue you every where, to the 

* end you may fee the performance of my duty. 
' Notwithftandii^, if you be contented to furren- 
' der with humility all that you have taken, to- 

* gether with the flaves and all other prifoners, I w/ill 

* let you freely pafe, without trouble or molefta-* 

* tion ; on condition tharyou retire home prefently 

* to your own country. But if you make any xq^ 

* fiftance or oppofition to what I offer you, I af- 

* fure you, I will command boats to come from 

* Caraccas, wherein I will put my troops, and, 

* coming to Maracaibo, will put you and every one 

* to the fword. This is my laft and abfolute refo- 

* lution. Be prudent,, therefore, and do not abufe 

* my bounty with ingratitude. I have with me very 

G 3 • good 
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* good foldiers, who defiie nothing more ardently 

* than to revenge on you, and your people, all tha 
^ cruelties and bafe infamous actions you have com- 

* mitted upon the Spanifh nation in America, 

* Dated on board the'royal (hip named the Mag- 

* dalen, lying at anchor at the entry of the lake 

* of Maracaibo, this 24th of April, 1669. 

* Don Alonfo del Campo y El'pinofa.' 

As foon as captain Morgan received this letter, he 
called all his men together in the market-place of 
Maracaibo, and after reading the contents thereof, 
both in French and Englifh, aiked their advice and 
refolation on the whole matter, and whether they 
had rather furrcnder all they had got, to ol?taia 
their liberty, than fight for it.l 

They anfwered all unanimoufly, they had rather 
fight to the laft drop of blood, than furrender fo 
eafily the booty they had got with fo much danger 
of their lives. Among the reft, one faid to captaia 
Morgan, *Take you care for the reft, and I will un- 

* dcrtake to deftroy the biggeft of thofe (hips with 
' only twelve men : the manner ihall be, by makmg 

* a brulotj or fire fliip, of that veflel we took ia 

* the river of Gibraltar, which, to the intent (he 

* may not be known for a fire-fhip, we will fill her 

* decks with logs of wood, ftanding .with hats and 

* montera-caps, to deceive their fight with the re- 
« prefentation of men. The fame we will do at 

* the poit-holes that fcrve for the gnns, which, ft^all 

* be filled with counterfeit cannon. At ihe ftern 

* ^'e will hang out Englifti colours, and perfuade 
« the enemy Ihe is one of our beft men of war 

* going to fight them.* This propofition was ad- 
mitted and approved by every one ; howbcit., their 
fears were not quite difperfed* 

For. 
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For, notwithftanding what had been concluded 
there, they endeavoured the next day to come to na 
accommodation with don Alonfo. To this effefl, 
captain Morgan fent to him two perfons, with thcfo 
propofitions : firft, * That he would quit Maracaibo, 

* without doing any damage to the town, or cx- 

* afting any ranfom for the firing thereof. Secondly, 

* That he would fet at libeVty one half of tl^.e flavcS, 

* and all the prifoners, without ranfom. Thirdly, 

* That he would fend home freely the four chief 

* inhabitants of Gibraltar, which he had in his 

* cuilody as hoftages for the contributions thofe 

* people had promlfed to pay.' Thefe propofitions 
were indnntly rejected by don Alonfo as diflionour- 
able ; neither would he hear of any other accom- 
modation, but fent back thi5 meflTage : • Tha;t if they 

* furrendered not themfelvcs voluntarily into his 

* hands, within two days, under the conditions 

* which he had offered them by his letter, he would 

* immediately come and force them to do it.' 

No fooner had captain Morgan received this 
mefTage from don Alonfo, than he put all things 
in order to fight, refolving to get out of the lake 
by main force, without furrendering any thing. 
Firfl, he commanded all the flaves and prifoners to 
be tied, and guarded very well, and gathered all 
the pitch, tar, and brimftone they could find in the 
vhole town, for the fire-fhip ab6?e-mentioned ; 
then they made feveral inventions of powder and 
brimilone with palm-leaves, well anointed with tar* 
They covered very well their counterfeit cannon, 
laying under eve ry piece many pounds of powder ; 
befides, they cut down many ont-works of the (hip, 
that the powder might exert its ftrength the better ; 
breaking open, alfo, new port-holes, where, inftead 
of guns, they placed little drums ufed by the Ne- 
groes. Finally, the decks were handfomely befet 
C 4 with> 
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with many pieces of wood, drefled up like mea 
with hats, or montera's, and armed with fword^^ 
muflcetSy and bandeleer^. 

The fire-fliip being thus fitted, they prepared to 
go to the entry of the port. All the prifoners 
were put into one great boat, and in another of the 
biggeft they placed all the women, plate, jewels, and 
other rich things : into others they put tbe bales of 
goods and merchandize, and other things of bulk : 
each of thefe boats had twelve men aboard, very 
well armed ; the brulot had orders to go before the 
reft of the veffels, and prefently to, fall foul with 
the great (hip. All things being ready, captain 
Morgan exafted an path of all his comrades, pra- 
tefting to defend th^mfelyes to thelaft drop of blood, 
without demanding quarter; premifing withal, that 
Avho^oever behaved himfclf thus, fhould be very well 
icwaidcd. 

With this courageous refolution, they fet fail to 
feek the Spaniards. On April 30, 1669, they found 
the Spanifh Heet riding at anchor iji the middle of 
the entry of the lake. Captain Morgan, ir being 
now late, and almoft dark, commanded all his vef- 
fels to an anchor, dertgning to fight, even all nighty 
jl they forced him to it. He ordered a careful 
watch to be kept aboard every vefTel till raorning, 
they being almoft within (hot, as well as within fight 
of the enemy. The day dawning, they weighed 
anchor, and failed again, fleering direftly towards 
the Spaniards ; who feeing them move, did inftantly 
the fame. The fire-fhip failing before the refl, fefl 
prefently upon the. great fhip, and grappled her; 
which the Spaniards (too late) perceiving to be a fire- 
fliip, they attempted to put her off, but in vain ; 
for the flame feizing her timber and tackling, fooa 
confumed all the ftern, the forepiM*t (inking into the 
fea, wheie (he periflied. The fecond Spanifh flilp 

perceiving 
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perceiving the admiral to burn, not by accident, but 
by indufTry of the enemy, efcaped towards the 
caflle, where the Spaniards themfelves funk-hef, 
choofing to lofe their (hip, rather than to fall into 
the hands of ihofe pirates. The third having no 
opportunity to efcape, was tak^ by the pirates^- 
The featnen that funk the fecond ihip near the 
caftle, perceiving the pirates come towards them to^ 
take what remains they could findof tiieir ftiipwreck,/ 
(for fome part was yet above water) fet fire alfo to this 
veflel, that the pirates might enjoy nothing of that 
fpoil. The firft (hip being fet on fire, fome of the 
perfons in her fwam towards the (hore ; thefe the 
pirates would have taken up in their boats, but they 
would not afk or take quarter, choofing rather tO'lofe 
their lives than receive them from their hands, for 
reafons which I fhall relate. 

The pirates being extreamly glad at this fignal 
viftory Id foon obtained, and with fo great an in- . 
equality of forces, conceived greater pride than 
they had before, and all prefently ran afhore, in- 
tending to Take tlic callle. This they found welt 
provided with men, canoas, and anamunition, they 
having no other arms than mufkets, and a few band- 
granadoes : their own artillery they thought incc>p- 
able, for its fmallnefs, of making any eonfiderable 
breach in the waHs. Thus they fpent the reft of 
the day, firitig at the garrifon with their muflcets; 
till the dufk of the evening ; when they attempted 
to advance nearer the walls, to throw in their fire- 
balls : but the Spaniards refolving to fell their lives 
as dear as they could, fired fo furioufly at llicm, 
that they having experienced the obftinacy of the 
enemy, and feeing thirty of their men dead, and 
as many more wounded, they retired to their fhips 

The Spaniards believing ' the pirares would next 

day renew the attack with their own cannon, Ja- 
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botired hard all ni^ taput things in order for theur 
coioiDg; particalarly, they dug down^ and made 
pUia, foane tittle hills and emioeaceSy whence poffibly 
the caftie might be oti^bnded. 

fiat captain Morgan intended not to come again,, 
bufytflg bimielf next day in taking prifoners feme 
of the men who Alll fwam alive, hoping to get part 
of the riches loft in the two (hips that perithed^ 
Among the refii be took a pilot, who was a ftranger, 
aod v^Q belonged to the ieHer (hip of the two, of 
whom be em^uired feveral things ; as, what tium^ 
berof people thofe three (hips had in them ? whc'^ 
tber they expelled any more (hips to come ? From 
what port they fct fortji laft, whea they cnme to 
1^ them out ? He anfwered, in Spaulih, ' Noble 

* Sir, be plea(ed to pardon and fpare me, that 

* no evil be done to me» being a flranger ta this 
. * nation I have ferved, and I (liall finceiely inform 

* you of all that paiTed till our arrival at this lake 
' We were £snt, by orders from the fupream coun-^ 
^ cil of ftate in Spam, being (ix men of war, welt 

* equipped, into thefe Teas, with inftru^ions to 

' cruize upon the £ngli(h pirates, and root them , 

* oat from thefe parts, by deftroying as many of 

* them as we could. 

* Thefeorders were given, upon tlie news brought 

* to the court of Spain of the lofs and rein of 

* Puerto Bello, and other places: of all which 

* damages and hoftilities comrAiited here by the 

* Engli(b, difmal lamentalbns have ofien been madie 
' to the catholick king and council', ta whom be- 
^ longs the cire and prefervation of this new world. 

* And tboiagh the Spanifh court hath many times 
' by their ambafTadors complained hereof to*the king 

* of Enghind; yet it has been the conftant anlwer 
^ ^his majefty of Qreat Britain, that he never gave 
5 any letters patents^ nor conxmUnons, for a6ling: 

-\ * any 
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* any hoftiHty againft tbc fubjefts of theking of Spain, 

* Hereupon the catholick king refolved to revenge his- 

* fubjefts, and pnnifti ihefe proceedings ; commanded- 
. * fix men of war to be equipped, which he fcnt under 

* the command of don Auguftine de Bndos, admiral 
^ of the faid fleet. He commanded the biggeft (hip, 

* named N. S. de la Soleda, of 48 great guns, antC 

* 8 fmall ones. The vice, admiral was don ALonfo del 

* Campo y Efpinofa, who commanded the fecondftiip 

* called laConception, of 44 great guns and 8 fmall 

* ones ; befidcs 4 veflfels. more, whereof the firft 

* was name<l the Magdalen, of 36 great guns, and 

* la fmall ones, with 250 men. The fecondwas- 
*' called St. LeWts with 26 great guns 12 fnwU ones, 
♦^ land 200 men. The third was called 1* Marqueia, of 

* 16 great guns and 8 fmall ones, and 150 mesi, 

* The fourth and laft, N, S. dA Carmen, with "^ 
*' great gutis,.. 8 fmall ones, and 1 50 men. 

* Being arrived at Carthagena, the two greateft 
^ (hi ps received orders to return to Spain , being j udged 

* too big for cruiiing oa thefe coafts. With the four 

* ihipsremnfQtng, don Aloofo del Campo y Efpinofa' 

* departed towards Carapechy to feek the Sngliih :; 

* we arrived at the port tiere, where, being fur- 

* prized by a huge ftorm from the north, we loft one 
•• of our (hips, being that which I named laft. Hence* 
^ we failed for Bifpaniola, in fight of which we came 
•" in a few days, and fteered for Santo Domingo : 

* here we heard that there had palTed that way a- 

* fleet from Jamaica, and that fome men thereof had 

* landed at Alta Gracias the inhabitants had taken 

* one prifoncr, who cbnfefled their defign was to 

* go and pillage the city of Caraccas. On this nows^ 

* don Alonfo inftantly weighed anchor, and crofling; 

* over to the continent, we came in fight of the Ca« 

* raccas : here we found them not, bur met with a- 

* boat, which certified 'u« they were in tlie iake of 
^ Maracaibo, and thatthefleetcoofiftedoffevenfmalli 

* ifaipsy and one boat. 
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* Upon this we came here, and Arriving at the entry 

* of the lake, we ihoi otf agun for a pilot from the 

* (hcH'e. Thofe on land perceiving we were Spaniards. 

* came willingly to us with a pilot, and told us the 

* £ngli(h bad taken Maracabio, and that they wera 
' now at the pillage of Gibraltar. Don Alonfo, 01^ 
■• this De%fs, made a handfome fpeecb to his foldiers 
' and mariners, encouraging them to their duty, and 
' promifiog to divide among them all they (liould take 

* from theEnglifli : he ordered the guns we had taken 

* out of the fhip that was loft, to be put into tlie 

* caftle, and mounted for its defence, two eighteen 

* pounders moie out of his own (hip. The pilots 

* conduced us into the port, and don Alonfo com- 

* manded the people on (hore to come before hfm, 

* whom he ordered to repoflcfs the caflle, and re- 

* inforce it with 100 men more than it bad before 

* its being taken. Soon after, we heat^ of your re* 

* turn from Gibraltar to Maracaibo, whitfxer don 

* Alonfo wrote you a letter, giving you an account 

* of his arrival and defign, and exhorting you to re- 

* ftore what you had taken. This you reiufing, lie 

* renewed his promifes to his foldiers and feamen ; 

* and having given a very good fupper to all his^ 

* people, he ordered them not to take or give any 

* quarter; which was the occafion of fo many 
^ being drowned, who dared not to crave quarter, 

* knowing themfelves muft give none. Two days 

* before yon came againft us, a negro came aboard 

* don Alonfo's fliip, telling him, Sir, be pleafed to 

* have great care of yourfelf, for the Engliih, have 

* prepared a fire- (hip, with defign to burn your fleet. 
But don Alonfo not believing this, anfwered, how 
can that be ? flavethey^ peradvcnture, wit enough 
to build a fire-(bip? Or what inftruments have 
they to do it wiihai V 

This pilot having related fodiflinftly thefc things 
to captain Morgan was very well ufed by him, and, 

after 
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after fome kind proffers made to him, remained in hi^ 
fervice* Uc told captain Morgan, that in thq ftiip whick 
was funk there was a great qnantky of plate, to the 
value of 40,000 pieces of eight; wlvich occafioned 
the Spaniards to be often feen in boats about it. Here» 
upon captain Morgan ordereid one of his (liips to 
remain there, to find ways of getting out of it what 
plate they <:ould; meatx whrle hknfelf, with all his 
fleer, returned to Maracaiba, where he refitted the 
great (hip he had taken, and chofe it for himfclf, 
giving his own botton* to one of h4s captains. 

Then he feivt again a meflenger to the admiral^ 
who was efcaped alhore, and got into the caflle, 
demanding of hira a ranfom of fire for Maracaibo; 
which being denied, he threatened entirely to con^ 
fume and deflroy it. The Spaniards confideriog 
the ill luck they had all along with tliofe pirates, and 
not knowing how to get rid of them, concluded to 
pay the faid ranfom, though don Alonfo would not 
confent. 

Hereupon they fent to captain Morgan, to know 
what fum he demanded. He anfwered, that on pay^ 
ment of 30,000 pieces of eight, and 500 beeves, he- 
would rdieafe the prifoners, and do no damage to the 
tQwn. At laft they agreed on 20 ,.600 pieces of eight, 
and 5000 beeves to vidiualhis fleet. The cattle were 
brought the next day, with one part of the money ; and 
while the pirates were bufied in falting the flcHi, they 
made up the whole 20,000 pieces of. eight, as was 
agreed. 

But captain Morgan wou-ld not prefently deliver 
the pr»foners> as he had proniifed, fearing the (hot 
of the caftle at his going forth out of the lake. Here^ 
upon he told tbem he intended not to deliver theqi 
till be was out of that danger, hoping thus to obtain 
a free paflage. Then he fet fail with his fleet in 
queft of the fttipj be. bad left, to feek for the plaije 
5)f the vefTclthat was burnt. He found her on the 

place, 
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place, with 15,000 pieces of eight got oat of the 
works, befide in«tny pieces of phte, as hilts of iwords, 
and the like ; alfo a great quantity of pieces of eight 
melted and run together by the force of the fire. 

Captain Morgan fcarce thotight himfelf fecure, nor 
could be contrive bow to avoid the (hotof thecaftle; 
hereupoa he wifhed the prifoners to agree with the 
governor to permit a fafe paffage to his fleet, which 
if he fhould not allow, he would certaiaiy hang theni 
•«U up in his (hips. Upon this the prifoners met, 
and appointed fomeof their fellow tne/Tengers to gp^ 
10 the fnid governor don Alotvfo: thefe went lo hiin,. 
befeeching and fupplicating him to have compafiioti 
on thofe affli^Ved prifoners, who were, with their 
wives and children, in the hands of captain Morgan, 
and that to this efFeft he would bq pleafed to give hi* 
\vord to let the fleet of pirates freely pafs, this bdng. 
theoniy way ta fave both the Irvcs of them that came 
with this petition, as atfo^ of thofe who remained io 
captivity; all being equally menaced with the fwos^ 
and gallows, if he granted them not this humble re- 
queft. But don Aionfo gave them for anfwer a {har^ 
reprehcnfionof their cowardice, telling them, * If you 
' had beett as loyal to your king in hindering thfe 

* entry of thefe pirates, as I fhall do tlieir going out, 

* you had never caufed thefe troublesueither toyour- 
^ felves, nor to our whole nation, which hath fuf- 

* fered fo much through your pufillanimity. In a: 

* word, I fhall never grant your requeft, but fhall en- 
^ deavour to maintain that refpeft which is due to my 

* king, according to my duty,* 

Thus the Spaniards returned wiih much confcraa- 
■tion,and hopes of obtaining th«r, requeft, telling' cap* 
tain Morgan what anfOi^r they had received : hisre- 
ply was, if drm Aionfo will not let me pafs, I will 
find means how todow itt^'ithout him. Hereupon he 
prefently made a <(md€ad of all they had: takeo, 

fearing 
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fearing he might not have an opportunity to do it 
in another place, if any tempeft fhouldrifc and fe- 
paraie the (hips, as alfo being jealous that any of the 
commanders niight run away with thd heft part of 
the fpoil, which then lay much more in one veflfei thao 
another. Thus they all brought in according to their 
laws, and declared what they had, firft making oath 
not to conceal the leaft thing. The account being. 
caft up, they found to the value of 25,000 pieces 
of eight In money and jewels, befides the huge 
quantity of merchandife and flaves ; all which pur- 
chafe was divided to every (hip or boat, according tO' 
their (hare. 

The dividend being made, the queftion ftiH re* 
mained how they (hould pafs the cattle, and get out 
of the lake : to this efFeft they made ufe of a ftrata- 
gem, as follows ; the day before the night whereia 
they determined to get forth, they embarked* many 
of their men in canoes, and rowed towards the (hore^ 
as if they defigned to land ; here they hid themfelvei 
under Ixanches of trees that hang over the coatt a*- 
while, laying themfelves down in the boats; then the 
canoes returned to the (hips, with the appearance of 
oidy two or three men rowing them back, the red 
being unfeen at the bottom of the catioes; thus 
m^uch only could be perceived from the cattle ; and 
this falfe landing of men,, for fo we may call it, was 
repeated that day feverat times; this made the 
Spaniards think the pirates intended at night to force 
the cattle by foaling it. This fear caufed them to 
place moft of their great guns on the land fide, to^ 
gether with their main force, leaving the fide to- 
wards the fea al moft deftituteof defence. 

Night being come, they weighed anchor, and by 
moon-light, without fetting fail, committed tTiem- 
felves to the ebbing tide, which gently brought them 
dawn the riv^^ till they were near the cattle; being al- 

moft 
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mod over agaiaft it, ihey fpi*ead their fails wiiFr all 
poffible hafte. The Spaniards perceiving this, tran- 
fported with all fpeed their guns from the other fide, 
and began to fire very furioufly at them ; but thefe 
having a very favourable wind, weie almoft part 
danger before ihofe of the caftle could hart them ; 
fo that they loll few of th^fir men, and received 
no coofiderable damage in their (liips. Being out 
of the reach of the guns, captain Morgan fent a ca- 
noe to the caftle wiih fome of the piifoners, and the' 
governor thereof gave them a boat to return to 
their own homes*, but he detained the hoftages from 
Gibraltar, becaufe the reft of the ranfom for not fir- 
ing the place was yet unpaid. Juft as he departed, 
captain Morgan ordered feven great guns with bul- 
lets to be fired againft the caftle, as it were to take 
his leave of them, but they anfwered not fo much as 
with a mulket flaot; 

Next day after they were furprized with a great 
tempeft, which forced them to caft anchor in iive or 
fix fathom water; but the ftorm increafing, com- 
pelled them to weigh again ,^ and put to lea, where 
they were in great dauger of being loft ; for if they 
fliould have been caff on fliore, either into the hands 
of the Spaniards or Indians, they would certainly 
have obtained no mercy ; at laft the tempeft being fpent 
the wind ceafed, to the great joy of the whole 
fleet. 

While captain Morgan made his fortune by thefe 
,pillagings, his companions, who were feparated from 
his fleet at the capcdeLobos, to take the ftiip fpoken 
of before, endured much mifery, and were unfor- 
tunate in all their attempts. Being arrived at Savon*T, 
they found not captain Morgan there, nor any of 
their companions, nor had they the fortune to find 
a letter which captain Morgan at his departure left 
behind him in a place where in all probability they 

' would 
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would meet with it. Thus, not knowing what 
coiirfe to (leer, they concluded to pillage fome towa 
or other. They were in 2II about 400 men divided 
into four (hips and one boat : being ready tofet forth* 
they conftituted an admiral among thenafelves, being 
one who had behaved himfelf very courageoufly a4: 
the taking of Puerto Beljo, named captain HanfeU 
this commander attempted the taking of the town of 
Commana, on the continent of Caraccas, nigh 60 
leagues to the weft of the ifle de la Trinidad. Being 
arrived there, they landed their men, and killed fome 
few Indians near the coaft; but approaching the 
town, the Spaniards having in their company many 
Indians, difputed the entry fa brifkly, that with 
great lofs and confufioa they were forced to retire 
to the (hips. At laft they arrived at Jamaica, wheie 
the reft of their companions who came withciptaifi 
Morgan, mocked and jeered them for ihcir ill iuccefs 
at Commana, often teiring them,' let us fee whatmo** 
' neyyoubrought from Commana, and if itbea? good 
* filver as that which we bring from Maracaibo. 

C H A Pi XV. 

Captain Morgan goes to Hifpaniola to equip a newfeet^ 
ivith intent to pillage again an tie coaft oj th$ 
JVeJl-Indies. 

/^Aplain Morgan^ perceived now that fortune fa- 
^^ voured him by giving fucoefe to all his enterprizes« 
.which occafioned him, as is ufual in human afiairs, 
to afpire to greater things, trufting (he would always 
be conftant to him. Such was the burning of Panama, 
wherein fortune failed not to ai&ft him,, as (he had 
done before, though (he had led him thereto through 
a thoufand difficulties. The hiftory hereof I (hall 
now relate, bein^^ fo remarkable in all its circumftances^ 

as 
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as peradventure nothing more dcferving memory will 
be read by future ages. 

Captain Morgan arriving at Jamacia, found many 
of his officers and foldicrs reduced to their former 
indigency by their vices and debaucheries: hence 
they perpetually importuned him for new exploits, 
thereby to get fomethtng to expend ftill in wine and 
ftrumpets, as they had already done what they got 
before. Captain Morgan, willing to follow fortune's 
call, flopped the mouth of mnny inhabitants of Ja« 
maica, who were creditors to his men for large fums^ 
vith the hopes ana promifes of greater atchievements 
than ever, by a ne\^ expedition : this done, he could 
eafily levy men for any enterprize, his name being fo 
£imous t)irough all thofe iflands, as that alone would 
readily bring him in more men than he could well 
tmploy. He undertook therefore to equip a new fleet, 
for which he afligned the fouth fide of Tortnga as 4 
place of rendezvous, writing letters to all the expert 
pirates there inhabiting, as alfo to the governor, and 
to the planters and hunters of,Hifpaniola, informing 
them of his intentions, and defiring their appear- 
ance, if they intended to go with him. Thefe peo- 
ple upon this notice flocked to the place afBgned, in 
btige numbers, with fhips, canoes, and boats, being de^ 
firous to follow him. Many who had not the conve- 
nience of coming by fea, traverfcd the woods of Hif- 
paniola, and with no fmall difficulties arrived there 
by land. Thus all were prefent at the place affigned^ 
and ready againft O^ober the twenty fourth, 1 670. 

Captain Morgan was oot wanting to be there puno 
tually, coming iu his fhlp to Port CouiHon, over- 
againft the ifland de la Vaca^ the place afligned. Ha- 
ving gathered the greateft part of his fleet, he called 
a council to deliberate about finding provifions for 
fo many people. Here they concluded t6 fend four 
ihips ^nd one bait, with 4Q0. men, to the continent, 

ia 
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in order to rifle fotne conn try towns and villages for 
all the corn or raaiz they could gather. They fet 
fail for the continent towards the river de la Hacha, 
defigning to affault the village called la Rancheria, 
nfually beft ftored with maiz of all the parts there- 
abouts. Mean while captain Morgan feat another 
party to hunt in the woods, who killed a great num- 
ber of beafts, and Hilced them ; the reft remained ia 
the fhips, to clean, fit, and rig them, that at the 
return of their fellow? all things might be in a 
teadiaefs to weigh anchor and follow their defigas. 

CHAP. XVI. 

What happened in the river de la Hacha» 

'TPHESE four ftiips fctting fail from Hifpaniob, 
•* fleered for the river de la Hacha, whei-e thqr 
were fuddenly overtaken with a tedious calm. Being 
within fight of land becalmed for fome days, .the 
Spaniards inhabiting along the coafts, who had per- 
ceived them to be enemies, had fuflScient time to 
prepare themfelves, at leaft to hide the beft of their 
goods, that without any care of preferving them, 
they might be ready to retire, if they proved unable 
to refift the pirates , by whofe frequent attempts oa 
thofe coafts they had already learned what to do in 
foch cafes, There was then in the river a good (hip, 
come from Carthagena to lade with maiz, and now 
almoft ready to depart : the men of this ftilp endea- 
voured to cfcape, but not being able to do it, both 
they and the veflel fell into their hands- This was a 
fie purchafe for them, b^ing good part of what they 
came for. Next morning, about break of day, they 
came with their (hips aftiore, and landed their men, 
though the Spaniards made good refiftancq from a 
battery they had raifed on tlwt (ide, whjgqe, of ne^ 
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ccffity, they were to land ; but they weni forced Vor 
retire to a village, whither the pirates followed them r 
here the Spaniards rallying, fell upon ihenvwi^h greaif 
fury, and maintained a ftrong combar, which lafled^ 
till night ; but then perceiving they had loll a great 
number of men, which was no lefs on the pirates 
fide, they retired to feciet places in the woods.. 

Next day the pirates feeing them all' fled, 'and the 
town left empty of people, they purfued them as far 
as they could, and overtook a party of Spaniards, whom- 
they made prifoners, and exercifed with moft cruel 
torments, todifcover their goods. Some were forced 
by intolerable tortures to- confefs j bat others, who 
would not wereiifed more barbarou fly. Thus in fifteen 
days that they remained there, they took many pri- 
foners, much plate and moveables, with which booty 
they refolved to return to Hifpaniola ; yet not con^ 
tent with what ihey had. got, they difpatched fome 
prifoners into the woods to feek for the reft of the 
inhabitants, and to demand a ranfom for not burnr ' 
kig the town. They a^fwered, they had no monej", 
nor plate ; but if they would be fatisfied with a quan- 
tity of maiz, they would give as much as they could. 
The pirates accepted this, it being then more ufeful 
to them than ready money, and agreed they ftould 
pay 4000 hanegs, or bufhels of malz. Thefe were 
brought in three days after, the Spaniards being de- 
firous to rid themfeives of that inhuman fort of peo- 
ple. Having laded them on board with the refl of 
their purchafe, they returned to Hifpaniola, to give 
account to their leader, captainMorgan, of all they had 
performed. 

They had now been abfeat five weeks on this com- 
miffion, which long delay occafioued captain Morgan, 
almoft to defpair of their return, fearing left they 
were fallen into tlie hands of the Spaniards; efpe- 
dally confidering the place whereto they went could 

eafily 
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cafily be relieved from Carthagena and Santa Maria, 
if the inhabitants were careful to alarm the country. 
Gq the other fide, he feared left they fhould have made 
fome great fortune in that voyage, and with it have 
cfcaped to fome other place : but feeing his ihips return 
in greater numbers than they departed, he refumed 
new courage, this fight caufmg both in him and his 
companions infinite joy, efpecially when they found 
them full laden with maiz, which they much wanted for 
the maintenance of fo many people, from whom they 
ijxpeSed great matters under fuch a commander. 

Captain Morgan having divided tiie faid maiz, as 
alfo the flefh which the hunters brought, among his 
fcips, according to the number of men, he concluded 
to depart ; liaving viewed before-hand every (hip, and 
obferved their being well equipped, and clean. Thus 
he fet fail, aad ftqod for Cape Tiburon, wheie he 
determined to refolvewhat cnterprizc he fhould take 
in hand.. No fooner were they arrived, but they met 
forae other fliips newly come to join them from Ja* 
maica : fo that now their fleet confifted t)f 37 fhips, 
wherein were 2000 fighting men, befidc mariners and 
boys. The admiral liereof was mounted with 22 
great guns, and 6 fm.ill ones of brafs ; the refl car- 
ried fome 20, fome 1 6, fome 1 8, and the fmallefl 
veflel at leafl 4 ; befides which, they had great quan- 
Slies of ammunition and fire-balls, with other inven- 
tions of powder. 

Captain Morgan having fuch a number of flilps^ 
divided the whme fleet into two fqqadrons, conflitut- 
ing a vice-admiral, and other officers of the fecond 
Squadron, diftinft from the former: to.thefehegave 
letters patents, orcommifGons toaft all manner of hof- 
tilities againft the Spanifh nation, and take of them, 
what (hips they could, either abroad at fea, or in the 
harbours, as if they were open and declared enemies 
(a$ be termed it) of the king of Eogiand, his pre- 
tended 
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tended mafter. This done, he called all his captalas 
and other officers together, and caufed them to fign 
fome articles of cgrecmeut betwixt them, and in the 
pameofall. Herein it was ftipul^ted, that be ftiowld 
have the hundredth part of all that was gotten to him- 
felf : that every Captain (hould draw the fliares of 8 
men for the expenc^s of his fhip» befides his own. 
To the furgeon, bcfide his pay, 200 pieces of eight 
for his cheft of medicaments: to every carpenter, 
above his falary, 100 pieces of eight. The rewards 
were fettled in this voyage much higher than before : 
as for the lofs of both legs 1500 hundred pieces of 
eight, or 15 flavcs, the choice Jeft to the party ; for 
the lofs of both hands, 1800 pieces of eight, or 18^ 
(laves : for one leg,wheiher right orkft, 600 pieces 
of eight, or 6 flaves : for a hand, as much as for a< 
leg; and for the lofs. of an eye, 100 pieces of eight, 
or one (lave. Laftly, To him that in any battle 
(hould fignalize himfelf, either by entering firft any 
caftle, or taking down the Spanifh colours, and fet- 
ing u^ the Englifli, they allotted 50 pieces of eight 
for a reward : all which extraordinary falaries and 
rewards, to be paid out of the firft fpoil they (hould 
take, as every one (hould cxcur, to be either rewarded 
brpaid. 

This contraft being (jgned, captain Morgan com- 
manded his vice-admirals and captains to putallthings 
in order, to attempt one of thefe three places ; 
either Carthagena, Panama, or Vera Crua: but 
the lot fell on Panama, as the richeft of all three,- 
though this city being fituated at fuch a diftance 
from the North fea, as they knew not well the ap- 
proaches to it, they judged it neccflTdry to go before- 
hand to the ifle of St. Catherine, there to find fome 
perfons for guides in this enterprize : for in the gar- 
rifon there are commonly many banditti and outlaws 
belonging to Panama, and the neighbouring places, 

who 
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who are very expert in the knowledge of (hat coun-. 
try. But before they proceeded, they publifhed an 
aft through the whofe flc:ei, promifmg if they met 
with any Spanifh vefiel, thefirft captain who (hoiild 
takq it, (hould have for his reward the tentli. part ot 
what (hould be fouad in her. 



CHAP. XVII. 

Captain Morgan leaves Hifpatrwht and goes to St, 
Catfj^rine'Sy whish he takes ^ 

/^Aptain Morggin and his companions weighed aa^ 
^^ chor from the cape ot Tiburoa» December 16, 
1670. Four days after they airived in fight of St. 
Catheiine*3, now in pofTeilion of the Spaniards again, 
as was faid before, to which they commonly banifli 
th€ malefaftorsof the Spamfh donuoionsin the Well- 
Indies. Here are huge quantities of pigeons at cer- 
tain feafons. It is watered by four livulets, wliereof 
two are always dry in fummer ? here is no trade or 
commerce excrcifed by the inhabitants, neither do 
they plane more fruits than what are neceflai7 for 
human life, though the country would make vei*y 
good plantations of tobacco of confiderable profit, 
were it cultivated. 

As foon as captain Morgan canie near the ifland 
with his fleet, befentoneof his beft failing vefTels to 
view the entry of the riVcr, and fee if any other fhips 
were there^ who might hinder him from landing ; a$ 
alfo fearing left, they fliould give inidligence of his 
arrival to the inhabitants, and prevent his defigfts. 

Next day, before fun-rife, ail the fleet anchored 
near the ifland, in a bay called Aguade Grande. On 
ihis bay the Spaniards had built a battery mounted 
with four pieces (rfcannon. Captain Morgan landed 
About a looQ men ia divers fqoadrons, marchbg 

through 
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through the woods, though tliey had no other guides 
than a few of his own men, who had been there be- 
fore underManfveh : theftmcday they came to a place 
where the governor fometimes reCded ; liere they 
found a bauery called a Platform, but no body in ir, 
the Spaniards having retired to the leder iHand, which, 
as was faid before, is fo near the great one, that a 
fliort bridge only may conjoin them. 

This lefler ifland was fo well fortified with forts 
and batteries round it, as might feem impregnable : 
hereupon, as fooo as the Spaniards perceived the 
pirates approach, they fired on them fo furioufly, 
that they could advance nothing that day, but were 
conteat to retreat, and take up their reft in the open 
fields, which was not ftrange to thefe people, being 
fufficiently ufed to fiich kind of repofe : what moft 
afflifted them was hunger, having not eat anv thing 
that whole day. About midnight it rained fohard, 
that they had much ado to bear it, the greateft part 
of them having no other cloaths than a pair of fea- 
man's trowzers, or breeches, and a (hirt, without 
(hoes or ftockiiTgs. In this great extremity they pulled 
down a few thatched houfes to make fires withal ; in 
a word, they were in fuch a condition, that loo men, 
indifFerenily well armed, might eafily that night have 
torn them all in pieces. Next morning about break 
of day the rain ceafed, and they dried their arms, 
and marched on ; but foon after it rained afrefh, rather 
harder than before, as if the flcies were melted into 
waters; which kept them from advancing towards 
the forts, whence the Spaniards continually fired 
at them. 

The pirates were now reduced to great affliffion 
and danger through the hardnefs of the weather, their 
nakedocfs, and great hunger ; for a fmall relief hereof, 
they found in the fields an old horfe, lean, and full of 
fbbs and blotches^ with galled back and fides: this 

they 
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they inftantly killed and flayed, and divided in fmall 
pieces among themfelves, as far as it would reach 
(for many could not get a morfel) which they roafted 
and devoured without fait or bread, more like ra- 
venous wolves than men. The rain not ceafing, 
captain Morgan perceived their minds to relent, 
hearing many of them fay they would return oq 
board. Among thefe fatigues of mind and body, 
he though* convenient to ufe fome fudJen remedy; 
to this efieft", he commanded a canoe to be rigged 
in hafte, and colours of truce to be hanged out. 
This canoe he fent to the Spanirti governor, with 
this mefFage : " That if within a few hours he de- 
*' liver^d not himfelf and all his men into his hands, 
** he did by that raeflenger fwcar to him, and all 
" thofe that were in his company, he would niofl: 
** certainly put 'them to the fword, without grant- 
'* ing quarter to any." 

In the afternoon the canoe returned with this :m- 
fwer : " That the governor defired two hours time 
'* to deliberate with his officers about it, which be- 
" itig paft he would give his pofitive anfwer." The 
time being elapfed, the governor fent two canoes 
with white colours, and two perfons,' to treat with 
captain Morgan ; but before they landed, they demand- 
ed of the pirates two perfons as hoflages. Thefe were 
readily granted by captain Morgan, who delivered 
them two of his captains for a pledge of the fecurity 
required : wwith this the Spaniards propounded to cap- 
tain Morgan, that the governor in a full afTembly had 
tefolved to deliver up the i Hand, not being provided 
with fufficient forces to defend it againft fuch an ar- 
mado : but, witnal, he defired captain Morgan would 
be pleafed to ufe a certain ftratagem of war, for 
the better faving of his own credit, and the. repu- 
tation of his officers both abroad and at home, 
which (hould be as follows : that caprain Morgan 
Vol. I. H would 
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would ccmie with his troops by aight to the bridgt 
that joined the lefTer ifland to the great one^ and 
there attack the fort of St. Jerom : that at tht 
fame time all his fleet would draw near the caftle 
of Santa Terefa, and attack it by land, landings in 
the mean while, more troops near the battery of 
St. Matthew : that thefe troops being newly landed, 
(hould by this means intercept the governor as he 
endeavoured to pafs to St. Jcrom's fort, and then 
take him prifoner ; ufing the formality, as if they 
forced him to deliver the caftle ; and that he would 
lead the Englifii info it, under colour of being his 
own troops. That on both (ides there (hould be 
continual firing, but without bullets, or at leaft into 
the air ; fo that no (ide might be hurt. That thus 
having obtained two fuch con(iderable forts, the 
chiefeft of the ifle, be need not take care for the 
reft, which muft fall of courfe into his hands. 

Thefe propofitions were granted by captain Mor- 
gan, on condition they (hould fee them faithfoliy 
obferved ; otherwife they (hould be ufed with the 
utmoft rigour : this they promifed to do, and took 
their leave, to give account of their negociatioa to 
the governor. Prefently after captain Morgan com* 
manded the whole fleet to enter the port, and bis 
men to be ready to a(rault, that night, the caftle of 
St. Jerora. Thus the falfe battle j^egan, with ia- 
ceflfant firing from both the caftles againft the (hips, 
but without bullets, as was agreed : then the pi- 
rates landed, aind a(raulted by night the lefler ifland, 
which they took, as alfo both the fortrefTes ; forcing 
the Spaniards, in appearance, to fly to the church* 
Before this aflfault, captain Morgan fent word to the 
governor, that he (hould keep all his men together 
fn a body ; otherwife, if the pirates met any ftrag- 
ling Spaniards in the fircets, they (hould cectaiQly 

pot them. 

This 
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This ifland betDg taken by this unufat fttatagein, 
and all things put in order ; the pirates made a ne\ir 
war againfl the poultry, cattle, and all forts of vic- 
tuals they could find, for fome days; fcarcc thiak- 
ingof any thing elfe than to kill, roail, and eat, and 
make what good cheer they could. If wood was 
wanting, they pulled down the houfes, and made 
fires with the timber, as had been done before la 
llie field. Next day they mimbered all the prifon- 
ers they had taken upon, the ifland, which were 
found to be in all 459 perfons, men, women, and 
children, viz. 190 foldiers of the garrifon ; 40 itt- 
habitants, who were married ; 43 children ; 34 
flaves, belonging 'to the king; with 8 children, 8 
banditti, 39 negroes belonging to private perfons ; 
with 27 female blacks, and 34 children. The pit 
rates difarmed all the Spaniards, and fent them out 
immediately to the plantations to feek for provi- 
fioQs, leaving the women in the church to exercife 
their devotions. 

Soon after they reviewed the whole ifland, and 
all thefortrefies thereof, which they found to be nine 
in all ; viz* the fort of St. Jerom, next the bridge^ 
had 8 great guns, of 12, 6, and 8 pounds carriage, 
with 6 pipes of muikets, every pipe containing 10 
tnufkets. Here they found ftill 6o mufkets, with 
fofficient powder, and other ammunition. The 
fecood fortreis, called St. Matthew, had 3 guns, of 
8 pounds each : the third, and chiefeft, named San- 
ta Tercfa, had 20 great guns, of 18, 12, 8, and 6 
pounds, with 10 pipes of muflcets, like thofe be- 
fore, and 90 muflcets remaining, befidcs other am- 
munition. This callk was built with ftone and mor- 
tar, with very thick walls, and a large ditch round 
it, 20 feet deep, which though it was dry, yet was 
very hard to get over. Here was noehiry, but 
through one door, to the middle of the cattle. 
H 2 - Within 
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within it was a mount almoft inaccefTible, with 4 
pieces of cannon at the top; whence they could 
(hoot direftly into the port : on the fea-fide it was 
impregnable^ by reafon of the rocks round it, and 
the fea beating furioufly upon them : to the land it 
was fo commodioufly feated on a mountain, as there 
was no accefs to it but by a path three or four feet 
broad. The fourth fortrefs was named St* Augu- 
fline, having 3 guns of 8 and 6 pounds. The fifth, 
named La Plattaforma de la Conception, had only 
2 guns of 8 pounds. The fixth, by name San 
Salvador, had likewifc no more than 2 guns. The 
feventh, called Plattaforma de los Artillery, had alfo 
7 guns. The eighth, called Santa Cruz, had 3 
guns. The ninth, called St. Jofeph's fort, had 6 
jguns of 12 and 8 pounds, befides two pipes of 
mu fleets and fufficient ammunition. 

In the ftorehoufes were above 30,000 pounds of 
powder, with all other ammunition, which was 
carried by the pirates on board : all the guns were 
Hopped and nailed, and ^he fortrefles demoliftied ; 
except that of St. Jerom, where the pirates kept 
guard and refinance. Captain Morgan enquired 
tor any banditti from Panaina or Puerto Bello, and 
three were brought him, who pretended to be very 
expert in the avenues of thofe parts. He aflced 
them to be his guides, and fhew him the fecureft 
ways to Panama, which if they performed he pro- , 
mifTed them equal (hares in the plunder of that ex- 
pedition, and their liberty when they arrived at Ja- 
maica.* Thefe propoCtions the banditti readily ac- 
cepted, promifing toferve him very faithfully, efpe- 
' cially one of the three, who was the greateft rogue, 
thief, and aflaflin among them, and who had de- 
■'^'Tei'ved rather to be broken alive on the wheel, than 
puni'fhed With ferving in a garrifon : this wicked 
fellow had a great afcendant over the other two, and 

domi- 
i% : . 
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domineered over them as he pleafed, they not dar- 
ing to djfobey his orders. 

Captain Morgan commanded four (hips and one 

' boat to be equipped and provided with neceilanes 
to go and take the caftleof Chagre, oh the river of 
that name ; neither would he go himfelf with his 
whole fleet, left the Spaniards flaould be jealous of 
his farther defign on Panama. In thefe vefTels he 
embarked 400 men to put in execution thefe his or-^ 
ders ; mean while himfelf remained in St. Cathe- 
rine's with the reft of the fleet, expefting to. hear 

' of their fuccefs. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Captain Morgan ' takes the cajlle. of Chagre y %'iib 
400 men fent to this purpofe from St, Catherine's. 

CAPTAIN Morgan fending this little fleet to 
Chagre, chofe for vice-admirar thereof ofic 
captain Brodely, who had been long in thofe quar- 
ters, and committed many robberies on the Spa- 
niards, when Manfvelt tO(jk the ifle of St. Cathe- 
rine, as was before related ; and. therefore was 
thought a fit perfon for this exploit, his afllons 
likewife having render'd him famous among the 
pirates, and their enemies the Spaniards. Captain 
Brodely being mkde commander, in three days after 
his departure arrived in fight of the fafd caftleof 
Chagre, by the Spaniards called St. Ldwrence. iTHis 
caftle is built on a high mountain, at 4he ciiti^ of 
the river, furrounded with ftrong palifadocs, or 
wooden walls, filled with earth, which fecures them 
as well as the beft wall of ftone or brick. The top 
of this mountain is, in a mantier, divided into two 
parts, between which is a ditch thirty feet deep. 
The caftle hath but dne entry,* and that by a draw- 
H 3 bridge 
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bridge over this ditch : to the land it has four baf- 
tioosy aad to the fea two more. The fonch part is 
totally inacceflible, through the craggioefs of the 
inouotaiQ ; the north is iurrounded by the river, 
Ivhich here is very broad : at the foot of the cafile, 
or rather mountain, is a ftrong fort, with eight 
great guns, commanding the entry of the river* 
Not much lower are two other batteries, each of £b& 
pieces, to defend likewife the mouth ci the river* 
At one fide of the caiHe are two great ftorehoufes of 
all forts of warlike ammunition and merchandize^ 
brought thither from the inland country ; near thefe 
houfes is a high pair of ftairs hewn out of the rock, 
to mount to the top of the caftlc. On the weft is a 
fmall port, not above feven or eight fathoms deep, 
£t for fmall veflek, and a very good anchorage; 
Wides, before the cafUe, at the entry of the river, is 
a great rock, fcarce to be defcried, but at low HAt^ 

No foDoer bad the Spaniards perceived the pirates* 
but they fired inceflantly at them with the bigg^ 
pf their gnus. They came to an anchor in a una)l 
|>ort, about a league from the caftle. Next morn- 
ing, very early, they went afhore, and marched 
through the woods to attack the caftle on that fide i 
this inarch lafted till two of the. clock in the after- 
noon before they could reach the caftle, by reafoa 
of the difficulties of the way, and its mire and dirt ; 
aad though their guides ferved them very exadUy, 
yet they camefo nigh the caftle at iirft, that they loft 
many of their men by its (hot, they being in an open 
place without covert* This much perplexed the 
pirates, not knowing what coorfe to take ; few on- 
that fide, pf ncceffity, they moil make the aflault ; 
and being uncovered from head to foot, they could 
not advance one ftep without danger : befides that, 
the caftle, both for its fituation and fb-ength, made 
them much doubt of fuccefs. fiuwto give it ovtr 

iHey 
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they <laFe4 Bot, left they ihoald be reproached bf 
Ibdr cpqvpanioos. 

At laft, after fli«iy iioubts aad difpQtes, refol?- 
|i^ to hazard the aflfauU And their Uve$ defperately, 
they sujvaiiced towards the caftle with their fwords 
IQ pi^ haiid and fire-balls m the other. The Spa- 
niards defended themfelves very brifkly, ceafitig not 
to fire at them contiooaUy; crying withal, *' Come 
^* 0O9 ye Engliih dogs, enemies to God and otir 
f' kiAg ; and kt your other cooifxinioas that are behind 
^ come 00 top, ye (hail «ot go to Panama tbi? bout.'* 
The pifaies laaking ibme ^ial to diinb tbe walls^ 
iprere forced to retreat, refting themfelves liH ntgbt, 
Ibisi being ^sie, tb^ returned to the aflaolt, to 
try by the help of th^ fjfe-balls to deftroy the pales 
lidbre tbe WuH ; aad while tbey were^bout it, them 
luppened a very reoiarkable accident, which occa-< 
fiMied tbw viftory. One trf the piwwes being 
vqupded with an s^pfow In hi? ba^lc, which pierced 
lus bodjr fhrongh, be palled it o^t boldly at the 
fide of liis hreaft, and winding a little cotton about 
it, he pnt it into his amfieet, and (hot it back to the 
caftle ; but the cotton bein^ kindled by the powder, 
fired two or three houfes in tbe cadie, being diatched 
with palm-leaves, which the Spaniards perceived 
aot fb foon as wa$ neceflary ; for this fire meeting 
with a parcel of powder blew it^p,. thereby caui- 
iog great ruin, and no lefs confternation to the Spar 
oiards, who were not able to put a flop to it, not 
having feen it tinie enough. 

The pirates perceiving the effeft of the arrow, 
tad the misfortunes of the Spaniards, were infinite- 
lyglad; and while they were bufied in quenching 
die fire, which caufed a great confufion for want ci 
water, the (Urates took this opportunity, fetting 
fire likewife to the palifadeos. The fire thm feen at 
once in feveral parts about the caftle, jgave . theoii 
H 4 great 
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great advantage againfl the Spaniards, many breaches 
being made by the fire among the pales, and great . 
heaps of earth falling into the ditch. Then the 
pirates climbing iip, got o^er into the crfHc,*tho' 
tbofe Spaniards, who were not bofy iboUf the firt?/ 
caft down many flaming pots fall of combuftibk raatP . 
tcr and odious fmeHs; which deflro^^riiany t>f'tH^. 
Englifh. i '« j' 1..;^ 

The Spaniards, with all their rcfiftance, could 
not hinder the palifadoes from being burnt dowtf 
before midnight. Mean while the pirates coatJ- 
nued in their intention df takirig' the' cflttteV^sin^ 
Uiough the fii^e was very greats they woiiKli<ii^fHoii. 
the ground, as iwar rsth^yco^ld^ aud'A^t-imkift 
the flames againft the Spferfat^ds oil' the i|fH«ti fid<^/ 
and. thus killed many from the wiMs.' Wheh^ duy. 
was come, they obferved all themove&bte ^fcftnhthsw, 
lay betwixt the pales to be faUeti into lli ditch f 
fi> that now tbofe within the caQie i^ ^<^lly tei 
pofcd to them without, as had>bieert bft'thfeWatrarjr, 
befbiie ; whereupon the piratfS continued (hooting 
very furioufly, and killed many Spaniards ♦, -ftn* tho 
governor had Charged them to make goO'd ttioi^ 
ports, anfwering to the heaps of earth fallen inta 
the ditch, and caufed the artillery to be tranfpbrted 
to the breaches. 

The fire within the caftle ftill contlmniig, the 
pirates from abroad^did whmf they could tobindefr 
ks progfefs, by rtioot^ng ' incbflkntly -againft - it ; • one 
party of them was ein ployed only forJt/lii^, whiii aaJ 
other \fratched all the motions of the 8pilniards«,* 
About noon the Engli(h gained a breach, wbich the 
governor himfclf defended with 2 5 foldiersi Here Was 
made a very courageous refiftancc by the 'Spaniards^ 
with rouffcets, pikes, ftones, ' ahd iwords.; but thrd^ 
all thefe the pirates fought theit way tlli they gained^ 
the ciftle. The Spaniards,' who reniaitied alive, ca(k 
iheoifelves do^va froni the caftle iajatbe fe:i, chootf. 

ing 
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ing rather to die thus .(few or none furviving the 
Tall) than to afk quarter for their lives. The go- 
vernor hirnfelf retreated to the corps du gard, be- 
fore which were placed two piecdsof cannon; here 
he ftill defended himfelf, not demanding any quarter^ 
till he was killed with a mufket-fliot in the head. 

The governor being dead, and the torps du gard 
furrendering, they found remaining in it alive 36^ 
men, whereof fcarce ten were ndt wounded ; thefe 
informed the pirates ^that eight or nine of their fd- 
'diers had deferted, and were gone to Panama to 
carry news of their arrival and invafion. Thefe 30 
men alone remained of 3 14 wherewith the caftle was 
garrifoned, among whom riot oec officer was found 
alive. Thefe were all made priforiers, and com- 
pelled to tell whatever they knew of ihdr defigns- 
and enterprizes. Among other things, that the go- 
Tcrnor of Panama had notice fent hirti three Aveeks 
ago from Carthageua, when the English were, equip- 
ping a fleet at Hifpaniola, with 'a defigh to take Pa- 
nama ; and befide, that this had be'eri difcovere;d by 
a deferrer from the pirates at thi rivdr de la Hach;!, 
where they had viftualied : that u^on thjs, the f;o- 
vcrnor had fent 164 men to ftrenglhih the garrifoa 
of that caftle, with much provifioriand arnmuni- 
tion ; the ordinary garrifon whereof was only 1 jo 
men, but thefe made up 214 mdn, very well armed. 
Befides this they declared, that the governor of Pa- 
nama had placed feveral ambufcades along th« river 
of Chagre; ahd that he waited foi^ them in thfebpen 
fields of Panama with 3600 medf. ■ " ' . ' ' • 

The taking of this caftle Coft the ^pirates excef- 
fively dear, in comparifon to wHat 'th'ey'tvere^vdnt 
to lofc ; their toil and labour vfas greater thart at 
the conqucft of the ille of St. (?atRenne*; FSf liifiVi^ 
b.ring their men, they had loft above lob, 'befide 
'7a wounded. They commandctf 'the SphtiHh pri^ 
H 5 foncrs 
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foqci'S to caft the dead bodies bf their owa men 
from the top of the mountain to the fea-fide, and 
to bury them. The wounded were carried to the 
church, of which they made an hofpltal, and where 
alfo they flivt up the women. Thus it was like- 
wife turned into a place of proftitution, the pirates 
cealiog not to defiie ihe bodies of thofe aflBidled wi- 
dows, with all manner of infolent aftlons and threats. 

Captain Morgan remained not long behind at St. 
Catherine's, after taking the cattle of Chagre, of 
which he had notice prefcntly; but before he de- 
parted, he embarked all the provifions could b^ 
found, with much maiz, or Indian wheat, and ca* 
zave, whereof alfo \% made bread in thofe parts. He 
transported creat ftore of provifions to the garrilbn 
of Chagre, whencefocver they could be got. At a 
certain place they caft into the fea all the guns be- 
longing thereto, defigniDg to return, and leave that 
allaud well garrifoned, to the perpetual pofleiBon of 
the pirates ; but he ordered all the ^honfes and 
forts to be fired, except the caftle of St. Terefa, 
which he judged to be the flrongeft and fecurefl 
wherein tp fortify himfelf at. his return from Pa- 
nama. He carried with him all the prifoners of the 
idand, and then failed for Chagre, where he arrived 
in eight days. Here the joy of the whole fleet was 
fo great, when they fpied the EnglUh coburs on 
the caille, that they minded not their way into the 
river, fo that they loft four (hips at the entry thereof 
captain, Morgan's being one; yet 'they faved all the 
men and goods. The ftiips too had been prelerved, 
]f a ftrong northerly wind had not rifen, which, caft 
them on the rock at the entry of the river. 

Captain Morgan was brought into the caftle with 
great acclamations of all the pirates, both of thofe 
within and thofe oewly come. Having heard the 
joaanaer of the conqueft he commanded all the pri- 
foners 
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feners to work and trpair what was neceflary, efpc- 
cialljr to fet up new pallifiuioes round the forts of 
the caftle. There were ftill in the river fome Spa- 
iii(h velfels, called Chatteo, ferving for traofporta* 
tion of merchandife up and down the river, and to 
go to Puerto Bello and Nicaragua : thefe commonly 
carry two great guns of iron, and four fmall ones 
of brafs. Theie veiTds they feized, with four little 
ftiips they found there, and all the canoes. In the 
cadle they left a garrifon of 500 meo^ and in the 
ftiips in the river 1 50 more* This done, captain 
Morgan departed for Panama at the head of laoo 
men. He carried little provifions with him, hoping 
to provide himfeif fufficiently among the Spani^ds, 
whom he knew to lie in ambafcade by tli^e way. 

CHAP. XIX. 

Captain Morgan departs from Chagre, at the head 
of 1 200 meny to take the City of panama, 

CAPTAIN Morgan fet forth from the caftle of 
Chagre, towards Panama, Auguft i<8th, 1670. 
He had with him 1200 men, 5 boats laden with ar- 
tillery, and 32 canoes. The firft day they failed oaly 
fix leagues/ and came to a place called De los Bra- 
cos : here a party of his men went afliore only to 
fleep and ftrctch their limbs, being almoft crippled 
with lying too much crowded in the boats. Having 
reded a while, they went abroad to feek viftuals ia 
the neighbouring plantations ; but they could find 
none, the Spaioiards being fled, and carrying with 
them all they had. This day, being the firft of 
their journey, they had fuch fcarcity of viftuals, a* 
the -^reateft part were forced to pafs with only Oj 
pipe of tobacco, without any other rcfrcftiment. . ] 
H 6 Next 
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Next day, about eveniog$" rfiey caitoc to a placft 
called Cruz dc Juan Gallcgo ; here they were com- 
pelled to leave their boats and -canoes, the river 
being very dry for want of rain, and many trees 
Jiaving fallen into it. - 

The guides told them, that abbut 2 leagues far- 
ther the country would be very good to continue the 
journey by land ; hereupon they left 1 60 men oa 
i>oard the boats to defiend them, that tliey mighl 
ferve for a refuge in neceffity. 

Next morning, being the thh d day, they all went 
afliore, except thofe who were to keep the boats : 
10 thefe captain Morgan gave order under great pe- 
nalties, that no man, on any pretext whatever, 
fhould dare to leave the boats, and go afhore ; fear- 
ing lefl they (hould be furprized by an ambufcade 
ot Spaniards in the neighbouring woods, which ap- 
peared fo thick, as to fcem almoft impenetrable. 
This morning beginning their march, the ways prov- 
ed fo bad, that captain Morgan thought it more 
convenient to tranfport fome of the men in canoes 
(though with great labour) to a place farther up the 
river, called Cedro Bueno : thus they re imbarkecf, 
and the canoes returned for the reft ; fo that about 
night th^y got all together at the faid place. The 
pirates much defired to meet fome Spaniards or la- 
dians, hoping to fill their bellies with their provi- 
Iions, being reduced to extremity and hunger 

The fourth day the greateft part of the pirates 
marched by land, being led by one of the guides ; 
the reft went by water farther up, being condufted 
by another guide, who always wcni before them, to 
difcover, on both fides the river, the ambufcades. 
Thefe had alfo fpies, who were very dextrous to give 
notice of all acciiknts, or of the arrival of the pi- 
rates, fix hours, at leaft, before they came. This 
day,' about noon, they came near a poft called Tor- 
• • *• na 
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tm CavaDos ; here the guide x>f the canoes cried put, 
that he perceived an aitibufcade. His voice caufed 
infinite joy to all the pirates, hoping to find fome 
provifions to fatiate their extreme hunger. Being 
come to the {dace, they found no body in it, the 
Spaniards being fled, and leaving nothing behind 
but a few leathern bags, all empty, and a few crumbs 
of bread fcattered on the ground where they had 
eaten. Being angry at this, they pulled down a 
few little huts which the Spaniards had made, and 
fell to eating the leathern bags, to allay the ferment 
of their flomachs, which was now fo (harp, as to 
gnaw their very bowels. ' Thus they made a huge 
banquet upon thefe bags of leather, divers quarrels 
ariiing concerning . the grcateft (hares. By the big- 
neis of the place, they conje^red about 500 Spa- 
niards had been there, whom, finding no vtftuals, 
they were now infinitely defirous to meet, intending 
to devour fome of them rather than perifh. 
. Having feafted themfelves with thofe pieces of 
leather,* they n;arched on, till they camc« about night 
to another poll, call'd Toma Mnnni : here they 
found another ambiitcade,. but as barren as the for- 
mer. They fearched the neighbouring Woods, but 
could not find any thing to eat, the Spaniards hav« 
ing been fo provident, as not td leave, any where, 
the leaft crumb of fuftenance ; whereby the pirates 
were now^ brought to this extremity. Here again 
be was.ha^py.tbatbad referved fioce noon any bit 
of leather, to make his fup'pcr.of,, drioking after ijt 
a good drawght of water for^Kis comforjt.i Sojne, 
who never were out of their mothqr'j kitsdiehs, may 
afk, how thefe pirates could cat and digeft thofe 
pieces of leather, fo hard and ^dry? Wh^waa I an- 
fwer, thatcou^d they once experience. wbat.hungpr,- 
or rather famine is, .thc4y^\vwld:find tha way 031 the 
pirates did. ♦. fQr.xheffe fiyrft;. fliaed.it .in picoecf,. thfia 

they 
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Ifaejr beat it between two ftonet, and fobbed it, 
often dtpfring it io water to make it fuppk and 
tender: laftly, they fcrapedofFfbehair, and brcriled 
it. Being thus cooked^ they cnt it into fmaii morfela* 
and eat it, helping it down with frequent gnlps of 
water, which, by good fortune, they had at hand. 

The fifth day about iMX>n they came to a place 
called Barbacoa : here they found traces of another 
ambnfcade, but the place totally as unprovided as 
the former. At a fmali diftance were feveral plan* 
tadons, which they fearched very narrowiy, but 
could not find any perfon, animal, or other things 
to relieve their extreme himgef. Finally^ having 
ranged about, and fearched a long time, they found 
a grot, which iieemed to be bnt iatdy hewn out of 
a rock, where were two facks of meal, wheat, and 
like things, with two great jars of wine, and cer* 
tain fruits called piatano*s. Captain Morgan know«> 
ing foflie of his men were now almoft dead with 
hunger, and fearing the fame of the reft, cauled what 
was found to be diftributed among them who were 
In greateft neceffity: having rrfreihed tfaemfdves 
with tfaefe victuals, they marched anew with greater 
courage than ever. Such as were weak were pot 
fflto the canoes, and thofe commanded to land that 
were in them before. Thus they profecuted their 
journey till late at night ; when coming to a plan* 
tation, they took up their reft, but without eating 
any thing : for the Spanbrds, as before, bad fwept 
avray all manner of provifiona. 

The fixtb day they cominued their march, part 
by land, and part liy water t howbeit, diey were 
conftrained to reft very frecjuently, both for the 
ruggedoefs of the way and their extreme weaknefs, 
which they endeavoured to relieve by eating leaves 
of trees and green heibs» or graft ^ fnch was rheip 
mitenbk condition I Thk day at noon 4ifaey arriv*^ 
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ci at a pJantation, where was a barn full of nuuz; 
immediately they beat down the doors, aod oat \t 
dry, as much as they could devour ; then they di* 
ilributed a great quantity, giving every man a good 
allowance. Thus provided, aixi profecuting their 
journey for about an hour, they came to another 
ambufcade. This they no (boner difcovered, but 
they threw awaj their maiz, with the fudden hopes 
of finding all things .in abundance ; but they were 
much deceived, meeting neither Indians nor vi£hials, 
Dor any thing elfe : but they faw, on the other fid^ 
of the river, about loo Indians, who all Seeing^ 
efcaped. Some few pirates leaped into the river to 
crofs it, and try to take any of the Indians, but in 
vain : for being much more nimble than the pirates, 
they not only baffled them, but lulled two or three 
with their arrows ; houting at them, aod crying^ 
Ha ! perrost a la favana^ a la favana. " Ha ! y4 
^' dogs, go to the plain, go to the plain/' 

This day they pould advance no farther, being 
neceflitated to pafs the river, to continue their march 
on the other fide. Hereupon they repo&d for that 
night, though their fleep was not profound; for 
great murmurings were made at captain Moi^aa» 
and his condudt ; fome being defirous to return home, 
while others would rather die there than go back a 
ilep from their undertaking ; others who had gr^tec 
courage, laughed and joked at their difcourfes. 
Mean while, they had a guide, who much comforted 
them, iaying, " It would not be long before they 
*' met with people from whpm they fiiould reapfome 
*« confiderable advantage.'^ 

The feventh day, in the morning, they made 
clean their arms, and every one difcharged hi< pifiolj 
or mufket, without bullet, to try their $re locks : 
this doiie,'they crofled the. river« leaving thip poft 
where they had reftfdi called Saa^a Cru^i and al 

noon 
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tioon they arrived at a village called Cruz. Being 
yet far from the place, they perceived much fmoke 
from the chimnies ;; the fight hereof gave them great 
joy, and hopes of finding people, and plenty of 
good cheer. Thus they went on as faft as they 
could, encouraging one another, faying, " There 
** is fmoke comes out of every houfe ; they are 
** makiBg good fires, taroaft and boH what we are 
•' to eat j*^ and the like. 

At length they arrived there, all fweating and 
panting, but found no perfon in the town, nor any 
thing eatable to refrefti themfelves, except good 
fires, which they wanted not ; for the Spaniards, 
before their departure, had every one fet fire to his 
own houfe, except the king's ftorehoufes and ftaWes. 

They had not left behifid them any beaft, alive 
or dead, which much troubled their minds, not 
finding aAy thing but a* few cats and dogs, whichr ' 

they immediately killed and devoured. At laR, in 
the king's Aables they found, by good fortune, 15 
or 16 jars of Peru wine, and a leathern fack, full o^ j 

bread. No fooner had they drank of this wine, ■ 

when they fell fick, almoft every man : this made 
them think the wine was poVfoned, which eaufed a 
new conftemation in the whole carmp, judging them- 
felves now to be irrecoverably loft. But the true 
reafon was, their want of fuftenance, and the mani- 
fold forts of tra(h they had eaten. Their ficknefs 
was fo great, as eaufed them to remain there tiH the 
next morning, without being able to profecute their 
journey in the afternoon. This village is feared in 
9 deg. 2 min, north latitude, diftant froin the river 
Chagre 26 Spanifh leagues, and 8 from Panama. 
This is the laft place to which boats or canoes- 
can come ; for which reafon they built here ft-ore- 
houfes for all forts of 'merchandizie, which to and 
from Panama are tranfported on th« backs of mules. 

Here 
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Here captaiD Morgao-^as forced to leave his ca- 
noes, and land all his men, though never fo weak ; 
\mt left xht canoes' (hbald be furprized, or take up 
i5©o( many lUen for their * defence, he fent them all 
back tothe place whferc the boats were, except one, 
which he W4, that'Jt ihight *ferve to carry itt- 
.telligence; Many of the Spaniards' and Indians of 
this village having fled to the near plantatbns, cap^ 
taia Morgan ordered that none (hoiiid go out of the 
.rillnge, except companies of 100 together, fearing 
Jefi the <nennes (hoHtd tak^ an advantage upen^ his 
naen, NotwithftandinlJtme party contravened thefc 
■oiWorg, being tempted with the defire of viftuals; 
bit-theyrwere fiiort glad to fly lAto the towa again, 
being aflanlted' with great fur/ by fome Spaniards 
and Indluis, wiio carried dne or them away prK 
foner. Thus the vigilancy and care of captain Mor- 
jjgan Was not fuificicnt to pw^nr fcvery atcidenr. 
, : The 'eighth day in the morning captain Morgaa 
£&nt.^Do men before the body of his army, to difco- 
terthe way to Panama^ and any ambirfcades there- 
in; the pavhi being fo narrow, that bnly t^ or* 
twelve perfons could march a breaft, and often not 
<£o loany. After ten hours^ march they came to a 
place called Quebrada Obfcura ; here, all on a fud- 
dcQ, 3 or 4000 arrows were ftv3t at them, they not 
-pcreeiviBg whence they came, or whd fhot them; 
-tho' they, pnefumed it was frodi a high rocky moun- 
-tain, {irom onb fide taithe other, whereon .was a 
rgroC capable of but one horfe, or other beafl laded. 
.'This moltiude of arrows much alarmed the pirates, 
efpeciaUy becaufe they could not difcover whence 
they were difchai*ged. At laft, feeing nd more ar;- 
'.TQ^vs, they marcted a little ^farther; and entered' 'a 
tvocklr here they* jSerceived fome Indians to fly lis 
faft as they could, to^take thie advantage of another 
pofty* thence to obferye. their march; yet there re- 
mained 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tU tU HiSTORTvf th^ 

maiaed ooe troop of Indians oo rite flace^ refbllred 
to fight and defebd thcmfeives, ivhkh tbey did witk 
great ODttragiCy till thdr captain fell dowo wooodtd ; 
who» though be dcfpaired of life, yet his Takm 
beiog greater than bis fireaglh, would alk no qnar> 
ter> but cadeavoariBfl; to (aife himfelf, with mth 
4aunted nind hid facwl of his azaga]fo» or jaretin^ 
and ftruck at one of the pirates ; bot before he 
coald fiscoad the blow, be was (hot to death. This 
was aUb the fate of many of his compaaion^y wfao» 
lilce good foldiers, loA their lives with thek captaioi ' 
for the defence of their country. 

The pirates endeavoured to talce fome of the &i» 
dians prifoners, but they being fwtfter than the p»> 
rates, every one efcaped, leaving eight pirates dead, 
iiod ten wounded : yea, had the Indians been rooic 
dextrous in military affairs, they might have de- 
fended that paflage, and not let one man pafi. A 
Jittle ifrhite Mter they came to a kige cbaaapaign, 
open, and fall of fine meadows : hence they ce^d' 
^roBive at a diftance before them fone Ittc&ms en 
4he lop^jf a mountain, aear the way by which tbef 
were to pafs : they fent fifty men, the nimbleft thqr 
iiad, to try to catch any of them, and force them id 
difcQver their companions ; but all in vain ; for dicy 
«fcaped by thdr nimUenefs, and prefentl^ ihewed 
^hemfelveii in another place, hollovring to the Eog- 
li(h» and cryioff, A ta Javana^ a lajavana^ comU' 
fd94t P^rrH Ingii^s : that is, *^ To the plain^ to the 
** plain, ye cuckolda, ye Englifh d(^s.** Mean 
while the ten pirates that were wounded, were 
drefied and plaiftered up. 

Here was a wood, and on each fide a mountimi. 
The Indiana poflfefled themfelves of one, and the 
piraitef of the other. Captain Morgan was perfiiad- 
ed the Spaniards had placed an aodbuicade there, it 
J|ing fo ooavfdently: Jicreupoa he fe«t aoo me^ 

to 
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to fearch it. The Spaiuards and ladians peroeiviiif 
the pirates defcend the mountain, did fo too^ as if 
they defigned to attack them ; but being got int^ 
the wood, out of fight of the pirates, they ver^ 
feen no more, leaving the pailage open. 

About night fell a creat rain, which cauied th^ 
pirates to march the fafter, and feekCor houfes to 
preferve their arms from being wet ; but the In* 
dians had fet fire to every one, and driven away all 
their cattle, that the pirates, finding neither houfes 
nor vidtuals, inight be conftrained to return: biH# 
after, diligent fearqh, they found a few Ihepherds 
huts, but in then) nothing to eat. Thefe not hold- 
ing many men, they placed in them out of every 
company, a fmall number, who kept the arms of the 
reA ; thofe who remaiped in the open fiel4» endure4 
much hardfliip that night, the rain not ceafing till 
morning. 

Next morning, aboDt break of day, being the 
plpth of this tedious journey, captain Morgan march- 
ed on while the freih air cf the morning kftcd ; for 
the clouds hanging yet over their heads, were much 
more favourable than the fisorching rays of the fuq, 
the way beipg now more difficult than before* 
After two hours itoarch they difcovered about twea,« 
ty Spaaiardi, who obferved their amotions ; tbqr 
endeavoured to catch fome'of them, but could noc» 
they fnddenly difappjeariqg and abfcondiog fibemr 
felves in caves among the rocks, unknown to the 
pirates. At laft, afcending a high mountain, they 
difcovered the South-Sea : this happy fight, a$ tf it 
were the end of their labours, cauied infinite jpy 
among them; hence they could defcry alfo one 
fbtp and fix boats, which were fet forth from Pa- 
nama, and failed towards the iflaqds of Tovago aa4 
Tovaeilla ; then they came to a vale where they 
foimd much cattle, whereof they killed good fiore: 

here, 
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liere, while fome killed and flayed cows, horfes, bullsv 
and chiefly afTcs, ' qf which there were moft, other* 
kindled fires, and got wood to roaft them ; thea 
cutting the flefh into convenient pieces, or gobbets, 
they threw them into the fire, and half carbonadoed 
or roafted, they devoured them with incredible hafte 
and appetite ; fach was their hunger, as they more 
refembled cannibals than Europeans, the blood many 
times running down from their beards to their waifts. 
Having fatisfied their hunger, captain Morgan or* 
dered them to continue the march. Here, again, 
he fent before the main body 50 men to take fome 
prifoners, if they could ; fof he was much con- 
cerned, that in nine d^ys he could not meet one 
perfon to inform him of the condition and force of 
the Spaniards. About evening they difcovered about 
200 Spaniards, who hollowed to the pirates, but 
they undjerftopd not what they faid. A little while 
after they came in fight of the higheft fteeple of Pa- 
'namai this they no fooner difcovered, but they 
(hewed figns of extreme joy, cafting up their hats 
*into the air, leaping and (hooting, juf^ as if they 
Bad already obtained the viftory, and- accompliflied 
tlieir defigns. All their trumpets founded, and 
drums beat, in token of this alacrity of their minds : 
thus they pitched theit camp for that night, with 
•general content of the \^hole army, waiting with 
impatience for the morning, when they intended to 
attack the city! ' This evening appeared 50 horfe, 
who came our of the city, on the noife of the drums 
and trumpets, to obferve, as it was thought, their 
motions: they came almoft within mufket-ftiot of 
the army, with a trumpet that founded marve- 
loufly well. 1 hofe on borfeback hollowed aloud to 
the pirates, and threatened theni, fayitig, Ferros / 
tios voremos : that is, "Ye dogs ! we (hall meet yeJ* 
Having made this menare, they returned to the city, 

except 
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-CKcept only fcven or eight horfemen, who hovered 
thereabouts to watch their motioas. Immediately 
after the city fired, and ceafed not to play their 
biggeft guns all night long againft the camp, b>it 
-with little or no harm to the pirates, whom they 
could not eafily reach. Now alfo the Jtoo Spaniardsgj 
whom the pirates had feen in the afternoon, ap- 
peared again> making a (how of blocking up tha 
paflages, that no pirates might, efcape their hands. 
But the pirates, though in a manner befieged, in- 
ftead of fearing their blockades, as foon as they had 
placed . centinels about their camp, opened theic 
iarchels, and without any napkins or plates^ fell to 
eating, very heartily, the pieces of bulls and horfes 
flefh^ which they had referved fince noon^ This 
done, they laid themfelves down to fleep on the 
grafs, with great repofe and fatisfa<Sfion, expe(5ting 
only, with impatience, the dawning of the next day. , 

The tenth day, betimes in the morning, they put 
all their men in order, and, with drums and trum- 
pets founding, marched direftly towards the ciiy } 
but one of the guides defired captain Morgan not to 
take the common highway, left they ihould find in 
it many ambufcades. . He took his advice, and chofc 
another way through the wood, though very irk- 
ibme and difficult. The Spaniards perceiving the 
pirates had taken another way they fcarce had 
thought on, wer^ compelled to leave their ftops and 
T^atteries, and come out to meet them. The go- 
vernor of Panama put his forces in order, confift- 
Ing of two fquadrons, four regiments of foot, and 
a huge number of wild bulls, which were driveji 
by a great number of Indians, with fome negroes, 
and others to Jielp them. '^ 

The pirates, now upon their march, came to 
the top of a little hill,' whence they had a large 
profpefl of the city and champaign country under- 
neath ; 
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Death ; 4ierc they difcovercd the forces of the people 
of Panama, in battle array, to be (a numerous, that 
they were furprized with fear, much doubting the 
fortune of the day ; yea, few or none there were 
but wiihed themfetves at home, or at leaft free from 
the obligation of that engagement, it (b nearly con« 
ceming their lives. Having been fome time wa- 
Tering in their minds, they at laft reflefted on the 
ftraights they had brought themfdves into, and that 
now they muft either fight refolutely, 6r die ; for 
no quarter could be expected from ati enemy oa 
whom they had committed fo many cruelties : here^ 
tipon diey encouraged one another, refolving to 
conquer, or fpend the taft drop of blood. Then 
they divided themfelVes Into three battalions, (End- 
ing before 200 Bucaniers, who were very dextrous 
at their guns ; then defcending the bill, they 
inarched direftly towards the Spaniards, who in a 
fpacious field waited for their coming. As foon as 
they drew nigh, the Spaniards began to (hout and 
cry, Vive elroy! *• God favc the Idng!** and im- 
mediately their Horfe moved againft the birates. 
But the fields being fnll of quags, and foft under 
foQt| they could not wheel about as they defired. 
The 200 Bucaniers who went before, each putting 
lone knee to the ground, began the batde bri/kly 
with a full volley «>f (hot : the Spaniards defended 
thcmfelves courageoufly, doing all they coold to 
diforder the pirates. Their toot endeavoured to 
fecond the horfe, but were conlhtuned by the pirates 
to leave them. iSading themfelves baffled, they 
attempted to drive the bulls againft them behind, 
to put them into diforder; but the wild cattle ran 
away, frighted with the noife of the battle j only 
fome few broke through the Englifli compnTcs, and 
only tore the colours in pieces, while tlie Bucaniers 
(hot every one of them dead. 

The 
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The battle having cootbued two hotlrsv the 
greateft part of the ^aoifh horfe was rtiined, and 
almoft aU killed ; the reft Hed^ which the foot fee^ 
iiig» and that they could not poiHUy prevail, they 
dilcharged the fliot they had to their mufketa^ and 
throwiDg them down, fkd a%vay, every one a$ be 
Cbttld« The [Hrates could not follow diem, being 
too much harrafled and wearied with tlidr long jonr« 
ney. Maoy not being able to fiy whither tbey de- 
fired, hid thea>relves, for that pre(ent, amoag the 
Ihrubs of the fea-fide, but very unfortunately i^tk 
moft of them being found by the pirates, were in* 
fiaatly killed without any quarter. . Some leligiout 
men were brought prifoners before eaptain Morgan } 
but he being cteaf to their criesi commanded them 
all to be piftolled, which was done. Soon after 
they brought a captain to him, whom be examined 
very ftriAly; particularly, wherein confilkd the 
forces of thofe of Panama { He anfivered^ their whole 
ftrength confifted in 400 horfe, 14 companies of 
foot, each of 100 men compkte; <o Indians, and 
fome negroes, who were to drive 2000 wild bulll 
upon the EnglUh, and thus by breakiiig thdr files, 
put them into a total diforder : befide, chat in the 
city they bad made trendies, and raifed batteriea ih 
feveral places^ in all which they had placed many 
guns ; and that at the entry of the highway leading 
to the city, they had built a fort, mounted with S 
great brafs guns, defended by 50 men. 

Captain Morgan having heard this, gave orders 
inftandy to march another way; but ftrft he made a 
review of his men, whereof he found' both killed 
and wounded a confiderable number, and much 
greater than had been believed. Of the Spaniards 
were found 600 dead on the place, befides the 
wounded and prifoners. The pirates, nothing dif- 
couraged on feeing their number fo dhninifhed, bu( 

rather 
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rather filled with greater >pridc, |)6ric^mng what 
z great advantage they had obtained *agamft their 
enemies, having refted fdme time, prepared to march 
courageoudy towards the city> plighting their oaths 
to one another, that they would light till not a man 
was left alive. With this courage they re-commenc- 
cd their march, either to conquer or be conquered^ 
carrying with them all the prifofters. 

They found much difficulty in their approach to 
dte dty, for withjin the town the Spaniards had 
placed many great guns at feveral quarters, fome 
charged with fmdl pieces of iron, and others with 
muflcet-bullets ; with all thefe they faluted the pi- 
rates at thdr approaching, and gave them full and 
frequent broadfides, firing at them inceflantly; fo 
that unavoidably they loft at every ftep great num- 
bers of mcoL ' But thefe manifeft dangers of their 
lives, nor the fight of fo many* as dropped conti- 
nually at their fides, could deter them from ad- 
vancing, and gaining ground every moment on the 
enemy : and though the Spaniards never ceafed to 
fire, and aft the hcd they could for their defence, 
yet they were forced to yield, after three hours com** 
bat. ; And the piriates having poflefled themfelves, 
killad anddeflroyed all that attempted in the lead to 
oppofe them. The inhabitants had tranfpoated the 
beftof their goods to more remote and occult places; 
howbeit, they found in the city feveral warehoufes 
well flocked with merchandize, as well filks and 
cloths as linen, and other thing§ of value. Asfoon 
as the firft fury of their entrance was over, captain 
Morgan aflembled his men, and commanded them, 
under great penalties, not to dimk or tafte any 
wine; and the reafon he gave for it wa<, becanfc 
he had intelligence that it was all poifoned by the 
Spaniards. Howbeit, it was thought he gave thefe 
prudent orders to .prevent the debauchery of his 

people, 
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people, which he forefaw would be very great at tho 
lirft, after fo much hunger fuftaincd by the way ; 
fearing withal, left the Spaniards, feeing them ia 
wine, fhouid rally, and falling on the city ufe then* 
as inhumanly as they had ufed the inhabitants •bC'* 
fore. 

CHAP. XX. 

Cn^ptam Morgan fends canoes and boats to the Souths 
fea. He fires the city of Panama, Robberies and 
cruelties committed there by thi pirates, till theif 
return to the cafile of Chagre^ 

^ Aptain Morgan, as foon as he had placed neceflary 
^^ guards at feveral quarters, within and without 
the city, commanded twenty-five men to feize a great 
boat which had ftuck in the mud of the port for 
want of water at a low tide. The fame day about 
noon he caufed fire privately to be fet to feveral great 
edifices of the city, no body knowing who were the 
authors thereof, much lefs on what motives captaia 
Morgan did it, which are unknown to this day: the 
fire increafed fo that before night the greateft part of 
the city was in a flama. Captain Morgan pretended 
the Spaniards had done it, perceiving that his owa 
people reflefted on him for that aftion. Many of th^ 
Spaniards, and fome of the pirates, did what they 
could, either to quench the flame, or by blowing up 
houfes with gunpowder, and pulling down othefs, to 
ilop it, but in vain ; for in lefs than half an hour it coii- 
fumed a whole ftreet. All the houfes of this city were 
built with cedar, very curious and magnificent, and 
Tichly adorned, efpecially with hangings and paint- 
ings, whereof part were before removed, and another 
^reat part were confumed by fire. 
There were in thUcity (which is the fee of a biftiop) 
Vol, I, 1 eight 
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eight monafteries, feven for men, and one for women, 
two {lately churches, and one hofpital. The churches 
and monafteries were richly adorned with altar-piects 
and paintings, much gold and filver, with other pre- 
cious things ; all which the eccleliaAicks had hidden. 
Befides which, here were two thoufand houfes of 
magnificent building, the greateft part inhabited by 
merchants vaflly rich- For the reft of lefs quality, and 
tradefmen, this city contained 5,000 more. Here 
n^ere alfb many ftables for the horfes and mules that 
carry the plate of the king of Spain, as well a« pri- 
vate men, towards the North-fea. The neighbouring 
fields are full of fertile plaotatioos and pleafant gar- 
dens, ai&rdin g delicious profpe£ts to the inhabitants 
all the year, 

Hiis Geoeofe had in this city a fta<;ely houfe for 
their trade of negroes. This likewife was by 
captain Morgan burnt to very ground, befides which 
building, there were confumed 200 warehoufes, and 
Viany flaves, who had hid themfelves therein, with 
innumerable &cks(^ meal; the fire (^ which continued 
four w^eks after it had began. The greateft part of 
the pirates ftill encamped without the city, fearing 
and expe<5ling the Spaniards would come and fight 
them anew, it being known they outnumbered the 
pirates. This made them keep the field, to preferve 
their forces united, now much diminifticd by their 
lodes. Their wounded, which were nviny, they put 
into one church which remained ftanding, the reft be- 
ing ironfumed by the fire, Befides thefe decreafes of 
their men, captain Morgan h-id fent a convoy of a a 
J 50 men to the caftle of Chagrc, to carry the news of 
his viftory to Panama. 

They faw often whole troops of Spaniards run to 
and fro in the fields, AVhich made them fufpeft their 
rallying, which they never had the courage to do. 
lo th^ftfternpoii captain Morgan re-eatered the city 

ii?itb 
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y^ith his troops, that every one might take up their 
lodgings, nHiich now they could hardly find, few 
houfes having efcaped the fire ; then they fought 
very direfuUy among the ruins and a(hes for utenfils 
of plate or gold, that were not quite wafted by. the 
flames ; and of fuch they found no fmall numhpr, 
efpectally in wells and cifterns, where the Spaniards 
^ had hid them. 

Next day captain Morgan difpatched away two 
troops of 1 50 men each, ftout and well armed, to 
feek for the inhabitants who were efcaped. Thefe 
having made (everal excurfioi^s up and down the 
fields, woods, and mountains adjacent, returned af* 
ter two days, bringing above 200 prifoners, incn, 
women, and flaves. The fame day returned alio 
the boat which captain Morgan had fent to the South* 
fea, bringing three other boats which they had taken. 
But all ihefe prizes they ctould WtUingly have given, 
and greater labour into the bargain, for one galleon, 
which miraculouHy efcaped, rkbly laden with all tho 
king's plate, jewels, and other precious goods of the 
beft and richeft merchnRt;» of Panama: on board 
which were aifo tlie religious women of the nunnery, 
who had embarked with them all the ornaments of 
tlieir church, confiftingin much gold, plate, and other 
things of great value. 

The ftrength of this galleoa was inconfiderable, 
having only feven guns, and ten or twelve mufkets, 
and very ill provided of viftuals, neceflaries^ and fre/h 
water, having no more fails than the uppermoft of 
the mainmaft: this account the pirates received 
from fome who had fpoke with feven mariners be- 
longing to the galloon, who came afliore in the cock- 
boat for frefti water. Hence they concluded they 
m'^ht eafily have taken it, had' they given her chace, 
as they (liould have done 5 but they were impeded 
from fe^lbmrng this vaftly rich prize by their lafcivl* 
I . la ous 
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cuts excrcifes with women, whicH thcjr had carried 
aod fdrccd on board tbeir boat. To t^ vice were 
alTo joined ihofeof gluttony and drmkenaers, h^ng 
pkntifally debauched themfelves with feveral rick 
%¥incs they found ready, choofing rather to fatiate their 
lufis and appetites than to lay hold on fuch huge 
advantage ; dnce this only prize would have been of 
far greater value than all they got, at Panama, and 
the. places thereabouts. Next day, repenting of their 
negligence, being weary of their vices and debauch* 
enes, they fet forth another boat well armed, td 
purfue with all fpeed the faid galleon ; but in vain^ 
the Spaniards who were on board having had intelli- 
gence of their own danger one or two days beforel 
ivhile the pirates were cruizing fo near them ; where- 
upon they fled to places more remote and un- 
known. 

The pirates fouad in the ports of the ifland of Ta- 
voga and Tavogilla feveral boats laden with very 
good merchandize; all which they took, aud. 
brought to Panama, wha*e they made an exaft re- 
lation of all that htki pafTed to captain Morgan. 
The prifcmers cdnfihned what the pirates faid, add- 
ing, that they imdoubtedly knew where the galleoii 
inighttheBhe,.but that it was very probable they 
had been relieved before now from other places. 
This flirred up captain Morgan anew to fend forth ' 
all the boats ill the port of Panama to feek the faid 
galloon till they could find her. Thefe boats, being 
in all four, after -eight days cruizing to and fro, and 
fearching feveral ports* and creeks, Joft all hopes of 
finding her ; hereupon they returned to Tavoga and 
TavogilU ; here they found a reafonable good 
fhip newly come from Payta, laden with cloth, foap, 
fugar, and bUket, with 20,000 pieces of eight t 
this they inftantly fcized without the leaft refiftafice, as 
alfo a boafy v^hkh was not fift*^ oB^whicli they 
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laded great part of the olerchaedizcs from- the (hip, 
with fome flaves. ^ With this. purchafe theyTeturned 
to' Panama foaiewliat better • fatifified ; yet withal 
much difcoiHented that they ceuld iK>t dieet with the 
galleon. 

. The tonyoy w^ch cap<aia Morgan- had feat to the 
caftle of Chagre returned" imich about tlic fame 
time, bringing with th(*m very, good news : for while 
captain Morgan was on his journey to Panama, thofe 
be had left in the caflle of Chagre had fent forth two 
)>oats to cruize.. Thefe met' with a Spanifh (liip, 
which they chafed widrin fight of the caftle : thi^ 
\i^'^% perceived by tb^ J pirates iri tl>e *c:AIe, ihcy 
put forth Spaniih coloiSKfi.,- to decdve the rtiip that 
Ikd before the boats 5 and the pgor Spaniards, think* 
log to take refuge under the caftle, were caught \\\ 
AfBare^taad made prifouers/ The* cargo on board 
ihe faid veflel confifted in viftuals and provifions, 
rt^an^ which Bot^i||gcp\«ld^< be. more- opportune for 
ihelcaftlfi, .>vi^e-thpy bigtfn ««hmidy <o want thiBgs 
of that kind. 

•] . rTkid good luckof (hofe «f Ch^re caufed cdptain 
>d[orgao to A^y longer, at Paaama, ordering feveral 
«e;w excurfions into the country round about ; and 
while the pirates: at Panama were upon thefe ex perdi- 
tions, thofe at Chagre were bufy in piracies on the 
J4orth-fea. Captain. Morgau fent ifonh daily parties 
of 200 men, to make inroads Jntoall the country 
round about; and when onccparty came back, an- 
other wedt forth, wlio foon jgathered much riches, 
%vA many prifoners. Thefei)ei«Jg brought into the 
city, were put to the mofrixiquifite tortures, to 
inake them confefs both other people's, goods and 
.their own. . Here it happened that one poor wretch, 
was found in the houfe of a; per foo. of quality, who 
itad put on, ^tnidft theconfufion, a pair of taffety 
ibreeches of his mafter's^ with a litde iiiver key hafUg- 
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ing out ; perceiving which they aflced him for the 
cabinet c^ the faid key. His anfwer was» he knew 
not what was become of it, but that finding thofe 
breeches in his mafter's houfe, he had made bold to 
wear them. Not being able to get any other anfwer, 
they put him on the rack, and inhumanly disjointed 
his arms ; then they twiftcd a cord about his fore- 
head, which they wrung fo hard, that his eyes ap- 
peared as big as eggs, and were ready to fall out; 
But with thefe torments not obtaining any pofitive 
anfwer, they hung him up by the tefticles, giving him 
many blows and ftripes under that intolerable pairt 
and pofture of body ; afterwards they cut of bis 
nofe and ears, and finged his face with burning ftraw 
till be could not fpeak, nor lament his mifery any 
longer: then, lofing all hopes of any coafeflion^ 
they had a negro run him through, which put an end 
to his life, and to their inhun^n tortures. Thus 
did many others of- thofe miferaWe prifoncrs finish 
their days, the common fport and recreation of thefe 
pirates being fuch tragedies, * 

'I'hey fpared, in thefe their cruelties, no fex nor 
condition : for as to religious perfons, and priefts, 
rhey granted them lefs quarter than others unlefs they 
co!;ld produce a confiderable fum fufficientfor ranfom. 
Women were no better ufed, except they fubmitted 
to their filthy lufts ; for fuch as would not confcnt, 
were treated with all the rigour imaginable. Captaia 
Morjgan gave them no good example in this point $ 
for when any beautiful woman was brought prifooer 
to his prefence, he ufed all means, both of rigour 
and mildnefs, tobendthem to his lafcivious pleafura 
For confirmation of which, I fliall give a (hort hif- 
tory of a lady, whofe virtue and conftancy ought to 
be tranfmitted to pofterity. 

Among the prifoaers brought by the pirates from 

Tavoga and Tavogilla was a gentlewoman of good 

4 quality,. 
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quality, and no lefs virtue and chaftity, wife to one df 
the richeft merchants there. She Was young, and fo 
beautiful, as perhaps few in all Europe furpafled her, 
either in comelinefs or honefly. Her hulband then 
was from home, being gone as far as Peru about hrs 
commerce and trade. This virtuous lady, hearing 
of the pirates coming, had fled, with other friends ana 
relations, to prefcrve her life from the cruelties and 
tyrannies ofthofe hard-hearted enemies ; bat nofooner 
did (he appear before captain Morgan, but (he was 
defigned for his pieafure. Hereupon he lodged her 
in aa apartment by herfclf, giving her a ncgro^ or 
black woman, to wait on her, and treated her 
with all refpedl due to her quality. The poor afflicted 
lady begged, with many fobs and tears, to lodge 
among the other piifoners, hcrrehtioDS fearing th;it 
nnexpefted kindnefs of the commander might be a 
defign on her chaftity. But captain Morgan would 
by no means hearken to her, but commanded (he 
fiiould be treated with more particular care than be- 
fore, and have her vifluals from bis own table. 
^ This lady had formerly heard very ftrange reports 
concerning the pirates, as if they were not men, but, 
as th^y faid, hereticks, who did neither invoke the 
blefled Trinity, nor believe in Jefus Chrift. But now 
fte began to have better thoughts of them, upon 
thefe civilities of captain Morgan; efpecially hearing 
him many times fwear by God and Jefus Chrift, in 
whom, Ihe thought, they did not believe. Nor did 
fhe think them to be fo bad, or to have the fhapes of 
beafts, as had been related. As to the name of rob- 
bers or thieves, compionly given them, fiiewcmdered 
not much at it, feeing, among all nations of the uni- 
verfe, there were wicked men, covetous to poflefs 
the goods of others. Like this was the opinion of 
another woman of weak underftanding at Panama, 
who ufed to fay, before the pirates came thither, 
ihc. had a great curiofity to fee a pirate; her 
I 4 hufband 
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Miuib^d haviog often told h€r, they were not like 
lOther meO} but rather irrational beafts. This fiiij 
woman happening to fee the firA of tbtm, cried oot 
i»k>iid, ' Jefus hiefs me i thefe thieves are like us 
* Spaniards^* 

This fklte dvility of captain Morgan towards this 
Jady^ as is ufual tofuch as pretend, and cannot obtain, 
was foon changed into barbarous cruelty ; for after 
•three or four days be came to- fee her^ and entertained 
her with lafcivious difcouries^ deiirii^ the accom- 
•pli(hincnt of his lulV. The virtuous lady co»ftantly 
<ieoied him with mueh civility, and many humble 
and moded expreifions ; but captain Morgan dill per- 
fifted in. his bafc requefl:, prcfenting to her much 
rpearl, gold> iind whatever he had that was precious 
land valbabie: but the lady, not wiHiftg to coo&Qt 
^or aa:q>t bis.prefiaats, fhewing herfelf like Sufaaaah 
{&r r conAanqr, the ^pccfently clungod his note, rand 
si^dre0cd.herin mother tone, threiUienifiga^thMrafid 
•erueltiesjiml hardkufii^es rco all which Ae^pecoly 
this refi>biloaBd.pofit««eMifwer: ' Sir, nny life is m 
'* your-haifids ; .but a»jto myfaody, in relation to* that 
' whidi you would perfwade me to, my foul (hall 
'* fooncr be feparated&om itthroi^h the. violence of 
^* ,yonr arms, than Khali ocmdcfcefid to your requcft.* 
(Captain Morgan underftaoding this her heroic refolu- 
■tioo, commanded her to be ftripped of the bcft of 
iber apparel, and imprifotted in a. darkfome ftinking 
fCcUar : here (he was allowed a (mall quantity of meat 
>and drink, .wherewith Ihc had much ado to fiiAain 
her life. -^ 

Under this hardftiip the virtuous lady prayed daily 
to God Almighty for conftaacy and patience ; but 
captain Morgan, now thoroughly convinced of her 
chafte refolutions, as alfo defirous to conceal the 
.caufc of her hard ufage, fince many of his compani- 
ons c(Hnpaffionated her conditions pretended (he held 

intelligence 
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inteMigence with the Spaniards, and corrcfpondcd 
vwith.them, abufmghis lenity and kindness. I myfelf 
fwas an eyc-witncfs thereof, and could never havte 
Judged fuchconftancy and diaftity to befound in the 

\7orld, if my own eyes and .ears had not aflTured oier 
ithereof. But of thi s incbmpamble lady I ihall fay 
Tfomcthmg more hereafter. 

' Captain Morgan harming dow been at Pariama' fuIF 
^ three weeks, commanded all things to be, prepared 
4fbr his departure; He ordered every company of 

men to feek fo many beaAs of carriage as might convdy 
-the whole fpoil to die river where his canoes lay. About 

this time there was a greatrumour, that a cdnfider- 
4ibie number of pirates intended to leave captain Mar «^ 
:gan, and that taking a (hip then in the port, they 
•determined to go and rob on die South -fca, till th^ 
.l^ad got as muchas they thought fit, and tbenTetum- 

homeXvards by way of the Eaft-Itidiesi For which 
:purpofe they had gathered much provifion^, which* 

they had hid in private places, whh fufficient powder^ 

• bullets, and all other ammunition ; likewHe fonier 
great guns belonging to the town, mu^^ets, and other 
things, where with they defigned not only tocqtiip theiP 
"veffcl, but to fortify themfelves in fome ifland, whidi' 

• sn>ght ferve them for a place of refuge. 

This defign had certainly taken effe^, had nor 
captain Morgan had timely advice of it from one of 
then* comrades ; hereupon he commanded tlie maio- 
maft of the faid (hip to "be cut down, and burnt with* 
-all the other boats in the port : hereby the intentions- 
of all, or moft of his companions, were totally fruf- 

• trated. Then captain Moi^an fent many of the' 

• Spaniards into the adjoining fields and country to* 

• feek for money toranfom not only themfelves, but the 
*reft of the prifoners, as likewife the ecclefiafticks. 
.' Moreover, he commanded all the artiltery of the town' 
' tobe nailed and fioppcdup. At the fame tiifie he fcnif 
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out a firongcompany of men tofeekfor thegovernot- 
of Panama, of whom intelligence was brought, th»c 
'he bad laid feveral ambufcades in the way. by which 
he ought to return : but they returned foon after^ 
faying, they had not found any fign of any fuch am- 
bufcades. For confirmation whereof, they brought 
fome prifonerSy who declared that the faid governor 
bad had an intention of making fome oppofition by 
the way, but that the men defigned to dSedl it were 
un^wdlling to undertake it ; fo that for want of means 
he could not put his defign in execution. 

February twenty-fourth 1671, captain Morgan^e- 
partedfrom Panama, or rather from the place where 
the city of Panama ftood ; of the fpoils whereof he 
carried with him 175 beads of carriage, laden with 
filver, and gold, and other predous things, befide 
about 600 prifoners, men, women, children, 
and flaves. That day they eame to a river that pailes 
through a delicious plain, a league from Panama; 
here captain Morgan pdt all his forces into good or- 
der, foas that the prifoners were in the middle, fur* 
rounded on all iides with the pirates^where nothing elfe 
was to be heard but ian>entations, cries, (hrieks, dole- 
ful fighs of fomany women and children, who feared 
captain Morgan defigned to tranfport them all in^ 
his own country fgf flaves : befidcs, all thofe mifer- 
able prifoners endured extream hunger and thirft at 
that time, which mifery captain Morgan defignedly 
caufed them to fuftain, to excite them to feck for 
money to ranffm themfelves, according- to the tax 
he had fet upon every one. Many of the women 
begged captain Morgan, on their knees, withanfinite 
fighs and tears, tolet them return to Pinama^ there 
to lire with their dear hufbaads and children in lit- 
tle huts of ftraw, which they would ereft, feeing they 
had no houfes till the rebuilding of the city. But 
his anfwer was> ^ he caoxe not tJathec to hear lameo- 

^ mlotA 
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^ fations and cries, but to feek money; therefore ihcy 
' ought firft to feek out that, where-ever it was to be 

* had, and bring it to him ; otherwife he would 

* afluredly tranfport them all tofuch places, whither 

* they cared not to go.' 

Next day, when the march began, thofe lamentahfe 
cries and (hrieks were renewed, fo as it would have 
caufcd compafHon in the hardefl heart; but captain 
Morgan, as a man litde given to mercy, was not 
moved in theleaft. They marched in the fame order ^^ 
before, one parly pf the pirates in the van, the pri- 
loners in the middle, and the reft of the pirates in 
the rear, by whom the miferaWe Spaniards were at 
every ftep punched and thruftin their backs and fides 
with the blunt ends of their arms, to make themi 
march fafter. That beautiful »id virtuous lady, 
mentioned before for her unparalleUed conftancy and 
chnftit}% was led prifoner by herfelf between twa 
pirates. Her lamentations now pierced the fkies, 
feeing herfelf carried away into captivity, often crying 
to the pirates, and telling them, ' that (he had given' 

* orders to twojreligious peifons, in whom (he had 

* relied, to go to a certain phce, and fetch fo much 
' money as her ranfom did amount to; that they h.id 

* promifed faithfully to do it, but having obtiiined the 

* money, infiead of bringing it to her, they had em- 
' ployed it another way, to ranfom fome of iheir own 
^ and particular friends.' This ill aftion of iheira 
was difcovered by a (lave, who brought a letter to the 
(^id lady. Her complaints, and the caufe thereof, 
being brought to captain Morgan-, he thought fit to 
enquire thereinto. Having found it to be true, efp^« 
cially hearing it confirmed by the confefllorl of the 
faid religious men, though under (brae frivolous ex* , 
cufcs, ©f having diverted the money but for a 
Aiy or twoi^ in which time they expcfted more furas 
fo repay k ^ be gave Uberty to the faid lady, whom 

• I 6 otherwife 
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othcrwife he dcfigned to trahfport to Jamaica. But 
he detained the faid religious men, as prifoners in her 
place, ufing them according to their deferts. 

Captain Morgan arriving at the town called Cruz, 
on the banks of the river Chagre, .he publiftied aa 
order among the prifoners, that within three days 
every one (hould bring in their ranfonn, under the 
penadtyofbeingtranfportedto Jamacia* Mean while 
he gave order? for fo much rice and maiz to be col- 
lefted thereabouts, as was neccflary for vidlualling 
his fhips. Here fome of the prifoncrsi were raufomed , 
but many others could not bring in the money. Here- 
upon he continued his voyage, leaving the village op the 

* fifth of M-arch following, carrying with him all the 
ipoil he could. Hence he likewife led away fome 

• new prifoners, inhabitants there, with thofe of 
Panama who had not paid their ranfoms: but the 
two religious men, who had diverted the lady's mor 
ney, were ranfomed three days after by other perfons^ 
who had niore compaflion for them than they had 
fhewed for her. About the middle of the way to 
Chagre, captain Morgan commanded them to be muf- 
tcred, and caufed every one to be f^vorn, that they had 
concealed nothing, not even to the value of fix-pence* 

' This done, captain Morgan knowing thofe lewd fel- 

' lows would not flick to fwear falfly for intercft, he 
commanded everyone to be fear ched very flriftly,. 
both in their clothes and fatchels, and elfewhere* 
Yea, that this order might not be ill taken by his 
companions, he permitted himfelf to be fearched even 
to his very fhoes.To thisefFe<Sl:,by common confent, 

' one was affigned out of every company to be fearchers^ 
of the reft. The French, pirates that affifted on this 

' expedition difliked this new praftice rf fearching ; 
but being out-numbered by the Engli/h, they were 
forced to fubmit as well as the reft. The fearch be- 
ing over, they re-embarked; and arrived aft ihe caftle 

of 
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• of Cbagre on the niiithof March. Here they found 
all things in good order, excepting the wounded mert 
whom they had left at their departiKe ; for of 
thefe the greateft number were dead of their 
wounds. 

From Chagre, captain Moi^an fcnt prefcntly after 
his arrival a great boat to Puerto Bello^ with all the 
prifoners taken at theifle of St. Catherine, demand- 
ing of them a confiderable ranfom for the caftle of 
Chagre,where he then was, threatening otberwife to 

• ruin it. To this thofe of Puerto Bello anfwered, they 
would not give one farthing towards the ranfom of 
the faid caftle, and the Englifh might do with it as 
they pleafed. Hereupon 5xe dividend was made of 
all the fpoil gotten in that voyage ; every company 
and every particular perfon therein receiving tlwir 

' proportroD, or rather what part thereof captain Mor- 
gan pleafed to give them. For the reft of his com- 
panions, even of his own nation, murmured at his^ 
proceedings, and told him to his face, that he had? 
'referved the beft jewels to himfeif : for they judged 
it impofBble that no greater fliarc (hould belong ta 

• them than two hundred pieces of eight per capita, 

• of fo many valuable plunders they had made ; which 
fmall fum they thought too little for fo much labour, 
and fuch dangers as they had been expofed to. But 
captain Morgan was deaf to all this, and mtiny other 
like complaints, having defsgned to cheat them of what 
hec6uld. 

At laft, finding hrmJelf obnoxious toniany cenfures^ 
' of his people, andfearing the confequence, he thought 
' it unfafe toilay any longer at Chagre, but ordered 
" the ordnance of the caftk to be carried on board his 
■ (hips ; then be caufed moft of the walls to be de- 
moUifhed, the edifices to be burnt, and as many other 

• things ruined, as could be done in a Aort thne : this 
done, he went fecrctJy on boawi \m owi .fliip, • with- 
out 
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iJUt giving any notice to his companions, and put 
out to fca, being only followed by three or four vef- 
fcls of the whole .fleets Thcfe were fuch (the 
French pirates believed) as went ftiares with captain 
Morgan in the beft part of the fpoil, which had been 
concealed from them in the dividend. The French- 
men could willingly have revenged themfeives 6n 
captain Morgan, and his followers,- had they been 
able to encounter him at fea; but they were defti- 
tuteof necefiaries, and had much ado to find fiifS- 
cient provifious for their voyage to Jamaica, he 
having left them unprovided for all things. 

CHAP. XXL 

J voyage made by the author along the coaji of Cofta 
Ricat at his return towards Jamaica* What hap* 
fened moft remarkable in the faid voyagfi. Seme 
cbfervations then made by him* 

/^Aptain Morgan left us all in fuch a miferable coh' 
^^ , dition, as lively reprefented what reward attends 
wickednefs in the end ; whence we ought to have learn- 
ed to regulate and anoend our aftioos for the fu- 
ture. We were fo reduced, that every company which 
was left, whether Englifla or French, being compelled 
to help l^hemfelves, moft of them feparated from each 
other, and feveral companies took feveral cojirfes at 
their return, homewards. That party to which I did 
belong, fteered along the coaft of Cofta Rica, to get 
provifioQs, and careen ovr ve£clki fome fecure place 
or other; for our boat was grown foul, and unfit for 
failing. In a few days we ai'rived at a great port 
called Bocca del Tofo, where are always multitudes 
of good eatable tortoifes. It is about ten leagues, in 
compafs, furrounded with little iflands, under which 
veilels may ride fecure from violent winds;- 
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Tfaefe iflands are inhabited by lodiaos, who never 
could be fubdued by the Spaniards ; and hence they 
called them Indies bravos, or wild Indians. They 
are divided, according to the variety of their lan- 
guage, into feveral people,whence it is tliat they arc 
in perpetual wars. Towards the eafi-fide of this 
port are fome who formerly did trade mu(5h with the 
pirates, felling them thefiefli of divers animals which 
they hunt, asalfoall (brts of fruits; the exchange for 
which was iron juAruments which the pirates brought, 
beads, and toys, whereof they made great account 
for wearing, more than of precious jewels, which they 
neither knew, nor efteemed. But this commerce 
failed, the pirates committing many barbarities, kill- 
ing their men, and taking away their women to- 
ierve tbeirluft, which putanend toall friendship and 
commerce between them. 

We went aftiore to feck provffions> oo-r neceflity 
being extream ; but we could find nothing but a few 
eggs of crocodiles, wherewith we were forced to be 
content ; hereupon we left thofe quarters, and fteered 
eaitward: upon this tack we met three boats more 
of our own companions, who had been left behind 
by captain Morgan; thefe told us, they had been 
able to find no relief for their extream hunger, and 
that captain Morgan himfelf, and his people, were* 
reduced to fu»h mifery, as he could af&rd them no» 
more than one (hort allowance a day.. 

Hearing thus that little or no good was to be ex- 
• pefted by Ciiliog farther caftward, we changed our 
courfe weft ward ; here we found a.vaft many tor* 
toifes more than we needed to vi^al our boats, 
though for a long time. Being provided widi this 
fort of viftuals, the next thing we wanted was fre(h= 
water : there was enough to be had in the neigli* 
bouring iflands, but we fcarce dared to land, by rea^ 
ioa of the enmity abovefaid between the pirates 

and 
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'«nd Indians. Bor, neceffity hawiog ho law, we 

■were forced to do as we could, not as we defired. 

•Hereupon we went all of us' together to one of jhe* 

iflifinds; being la aded, one pnrty of our men ranged 

-the woods, while anotherfilled the barrels wiihwater : 

•fcarce an hoiir^aft, when fuddenly the Indians came 

'upon us, and 6ne of our men cried, Arm, arm. We 

'prcfently b^gan to fire at them ?as hot as we coaM : 

thisftopped them, and in fhorttimeput^them toflight, 

'ftiehering themfelvcs in the woods. We purfued 

them, but not far, defiring rather to get iu our water 

than any advantage on the enemy. Coming back^ 

-we found two Indians dead on thefliore; the habili- 

' inents of one ftiewed him to be a perfon of quality 

'among them ; for he had about his body a girdlcy 

or faffi, richly woven ; and on his face he wore a 

beard of maffy gold, I mean a fmall planch of gold 

hung down fit his lips by two firings which rua 

' through two little holes made there on purpofe, that 

' covered his beard or ferved inftead thereof. His- 

arms were made of ftrcks of palmi to- trees, very curi- 

' oufly wrought; at one end whereof was a kind ©f 

'hook, whidh feemed to be hardened with fire- 

' We fhould have fpokcn with fome of thefe Indians, 

' to reconcile them to us, and to renew the formcF 

trade, and obtain provifions, but it was impoffible, 

* through the fnvagenefs of their minds. However we 
filled our barrels with water, and carried thenar 

' aboard. 

* The night following we heard from ftore huge* 
' cries and Sirleks among the Indians. Thefe lameB- 

' rations cairfed us to believe that they had called In 

* many more people to their aid, or that they lamented* 
^ the death of thofe two men. Thefe Indians never 

* came upon the fea, or ever built canoes, or any vcf- 

* fels for navigation, not fo muCh as^ fiftieV-boats, of 
"Which 'art trf filhery they are igaorani. At.laft, 
^ having: 
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baviQg noihing elfe to hope for in thefe parts, vre 
refolvcd to depart for Jamaica. Being fct forth, we 
met with contrary wiods, which caufedusto tifeoor 
oars, aodrow tothcrivcrof Ghagre.When we cam« 
Bear it, mc percdved a fliip that began to give us 
chafe ; we feared it was a (hip from Carthagena, 
fent to rebuild and retake po^effioo of the caftle of 
Chngre, now the pirates had icfc it. Hereupon we fet 
our faij, a»d ran before the wind, to make oar 
cfirape ; bm the veffel being much fwifter and cleaner 
than ours, eafily got the wind of us, and flopped 
our courfe. They approaching to us we titfcovered 
them to be our. former comrades in the expedition 
of Panama, but lately fent out from Chagre. Their 
xlefign was to go to Nombrede Dios, and thence to 
,Carth^ena, to feek fain6 parchafe or other: but 
-ihe. wind being contrary, they concluded to go in oar 
company to* the placexWhoice we oune^ oiliedBocca 
ileLToro. 

This accident and encounter retarded our? joornij 
j»iro'day8,:inore than weoouldregaio in a fortnight ; 
this obliged us to return to our former Aation for ^ 
<few days. Thence we dtrefted our courfe for a 
/place called Bocca- del. Dragon, to get provi (ions of 
•flefti, cfpecially of an animal called by the Spaniarda 
manentine, by the Dutch fea cow, becftufetts head> 
•nofe and teeth are very, like thofeof acow* They are 
•found commonly, where, under the depth of the 
^waters, it is full of grafs, on which it is thought they 
feed* They have no ears, but in place of them, tw6 
iittic holes as wide as one's little finger : near the 
-neck they have two fins, under which they have 
two udders, like the breafts of a woman. The (kin 
is very clofe, refembling the fkin of a Barbary or 
<3uinea dog. This ikin on the back is two fingera 
•thick,which being dryed i&hard as whalebone and may 
^fcrve CO makQ walking-dafTs.Tke bdly is in all things 
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like that of a cow, as far as the reias. Their mai^ 
ncr of engendering is the fame with that of a land cow, 
the male being every way like a bull. They con- 
ceive and breed but once ; but_what tiose they go 
with calf, I could not learn. Thefe fiflies have a 
very acute fenfe of hearing, fo as in taking them, 
the fi(hcrmen make not the leaft noife, nor row, un- 
Icfs very (lightly. For this reafon they ufe certain 
tnftruments for rowing, by the Indians called Pa- 
garos, by the Spaniards Canelettas, with which they 
row without any noife to fright the fi(h. While thcj 
•re fiQiing, they fpeak nor one to another, only make 
/igns. They dart them with a javelin as they do tor- 
loifcs ; but the point of the javelin fomewhat differs^ 
having two hooks at the end, and beiQg longer. Tticfe 
filhes are from twenty to twenty-four feet long.Their 
flefh is good to eat, being like in colour to that of 
a land cow, but in tafte, to pork. It has much fat^ 
or greafe, which the pirates melt, and keep in earthen 
pots to' ufe inftead of oil. 

Once when we could do any good at this fifliery; 
ibme of our hien going to hunt, and others to catch 
fifli, we efpied a canoe with two Indians ; Chefe no 
fooner difcovered our veflels, but they rowed with 
all fpeed towards land, being unwilling to have any 
thing to do with us pirates ; we followed them to the 
ftiore, but being naturally nimbler than us, they 
cfcaped into the woods ; and, what was more, they 
drew afhore and carried with them their canoe into 
the wood, as eafily as if it had been ftraw, though 
it weighed above 2000 weight ; this we knew 
by the canoe itfelf, which we found afterwards, and 
had much ado to get into the water again, though we 
were in all eleven perfons to pull at it. 

We had then with us a pilot, who had been often . 
in ihofe parts ; this man feeing this a6lion of the In- 
dians, told us, that fome few years before, a f<juadroa 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BucANiERS, (£c. of America. 21 x 

of pirates arriving at that place, they went in cancel 
to catch fome little birds, which frequent the fea- 
coaft, aoKHig very beautiful trees. While they were 
bufiod, certain Indians who had climbed the trees to 
view them, feeing the canoes underneath, fnddenly 
leaped down into the fea, and feized fome of. the 
canoes and pirates that kept them, both which they 
canied into the woods, that the prifoners could not 
be releafed by their companions. Hereupon the admiral 
of that fquadron landed with 500 men to refcue his 
men, but they faw fuch a number of Indians flock 
together tooppofe them, as obliged them to retreat in 
hafte to their (hips, concluding, that if fuch forces 
as thofe could not do anything towards the recovery 
of their companions, they ought not to ftay lopger 
there. Having heard this hiftory, we came away, fear- 
log fome miTchief, and bringing with us the canoe^ in 
which we found nothing but a fiOiiog-net, not very 
large, and four arrows made of palm trees, feveft 
feet long each ; thefe arrows we belkved to be their 
arms. The canoe we brought away was of cedar^ 
but very roughly hewn, which made us think that 
thofe people have no inftrumentsof ir^n. 

Leaving that place, we arrived in twenty-four 
hours at another, called Rio de Zuera, where were 
fome few hotrfes belonging to Carthagena, inhabited 
by Spaniards, whom we refolved to vifit, not being 
able to Hnd any tortoifes, nor any of their eggs. 
The inhabitants were all fled, leaving no vi^^uais 
fior provifions, fo we were forced to be contented 
with a certain fruit they called platanos ; with thefe 
platanos we filled our boats and continued our voy- 
age, coaftlng along the (hore to find out fome creek 
or bay, wherein to careen our veflel, which now was 
. fo.very leaky, that night and day we were conflrained 
to put feveriil men, befides our (laves, to the pump. 
This voyage laded a fortnight^ all which time we 

were 
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were under continual' fear of perilhing. At laft- we 
ai rived at a port called the Bay of BlevcJt, fo named 
bom a pirate who ufed. to refort thither, a$ we did ; 
here one party of men went into the woods to bunt, 
«vhile another umlertook to refit and careea our 
teffcL 

• Our^cooipaniondwho went abroad to hunt, fouad 
hereabouts porcupines of a monftroas bigncfs : but 
ibeir chief exerciie was klUing.of monkeys, and birds 
called by the Spaniards Faiiants or Pheafants; the 
jtoil of (hooting fecmed, at leafl to me, to be fuffi- 
cieotly comp^ated with tfce pkafure of kiUing 
ifae nponkeys; for at thefe we ufuaUy itnade iifteeaor 
iixttfn 'ftiot before we couW kill thfee or four, fo 
nimbly w^uid tfaey efcape our bat^ds and aim, evca 
«fter being fROch^wownded. • BeideSyib'was cfiveriioQ 
tio iee the ^female Bionk^s carry their Uule cme»«t 
tlnar backSijuft^^ lthefiegro«ardd their daHd i»o. Whcii 
Any perfimpftfifs Hodur ,theitrees<>\«faeie Vt»it^mmr 
*fce^s -tre fhiiog, 4bity mUMQGmxionjy;£}utrt tfadr 
xxcremefits upon thfjr heads^and dottes ; likawtfe, 
if fliootingat a parcel bf them^ que/ happen to^ibe 
wounded, the reft of thorn flock tibout him and iay 
•their paws on .thewoutnd to hinder the blood from 
jiflmng forth ;• others- gather imofs^ from' the trees, and 
thruft iota the wouod, ^ thereby ftop thelblood. 
•At other times thefy gathcrtftichorfuch herbs, and 
.chewing them ki their mouths, apply them^asa poul* 
:tice. All which caufed ia me great admiration, fee- 
ding fuch ftrnnge aftionsin thofe ixrational creature?, 
twhich teftify the fiddity and love they have for one 
-another. 

: On the ninth day after our arrlvd, our wooteQ 
.flaves being bofied in ordinary «m ploy men ts of wafh- 
iing of dilhes, fewing, drawing* water .oiit of wells 
.which we bad made on the Jhoie/audlthe lik&,:<nie 
'^f tbem^fWho bad feena troopi^fJaidiaas towards the 

woods^ 
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^i^ods, cried out, Indians,- Indians ! we ran pucfently 
to our arms and their .relief, but coming to tlie wood; 
VIC found CO perfon there, but two of our women 
flaves killed upon ibe place with arrows ; in their bodiet 
v« faw fo many arrows ilickingi as if they had beort 
fixed there with . particular cire, for otherwife wc 
knowthat one of them was fuificleot to kill any man, 
Tiiefe arrows were all of a rare (hape, being eight 
fett long» and as thick as a man's thunib ; at on^ 
end was a hook of wood, tied to the body of the art 
row with.a ftnng, at the other end was a cafe or box 
iike the cafe of a pair of tweezers, in which we found 
little pebbles or.ftonss; the colour was Tery red ^ 
very ftiining^ as if they had been locked Aip, all which 
wc belieTed were the arms of their leaders. Thefe 
arrows were all ' made without inihuments of 
iron ; foriwbatcver the Indians make, they harden 
fipft artificially with fire, and then polifh them with 
ilints« > 

Thefe Indians are of a very/ robuft conAitution, 
flrong, and nimble at their feet: we fought carefully 
op and down the woods, bur could find no track of 
them, nor any of tlieir cjjnoes nor floats which thef 
life in fifhing; hereupon we retired to- our .veflelsir 
where having embarked all our j^oods, we put off 
fromihor^Jf, fearing left finding us ihere, tbcyfti6uld 
return and overpower us. 

CHAP. xxir. 

Tlie author deparJstrrwards the cap^ of Gtacias^ Diosl 
The tommerce of the pirates 'with "the Indians, HH 
arrival at the i/landde /os Pirns ; and finally ^ his 
return to Jamaica^ ' 

^^ H E great fear* we had of thofc Indians, hf 
•* r«afon df the death of our two womea flaves, 

made 
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made as depart thence as faft as we could, direAing 
cur courfe towards the cape Gracias a Dios, where 
we placed our laft hopes of provifions ; for thither 
iifually refort many pirates, who friendly correfpond 
with the Indians there : being arrived at the faid cape 
we rejoiced, and gave thanks to Almighty God, for 
having delivered us out of fo many dangers, and 
brought us to this place of refuge, where we found 
people, who (hewed us moll cordial friendlhip, and 
provided us with all nece0aries. 
' The cuftom here is, that when pirates arrive, 
everyone has liberty to buy himfelf an Indian woman 
at the price of a knife, or any old ax, wood* bill, or 
hatchet. By this contract the woman is obliged 
to remain with the pirates all the time he ftays there : 
(he ferve him in the mean while with viduals of all 
ibrts that the country affords. The pirate has liberty 
alfo to go to hunt or fi(h when he pleafes, or abou t any 
other divertifemcnt, but is not to commit any hof- 
titity, or depredation, on the inhabitants, feeing the 
Indians being him in all he needs or defires. 

Through this frequent converfe of thefe Indians 
with the pirates, they fome times go to fea with them 
and remain with them whole years, without returning 
home; fo that many 4>f them can fpeak Englifh and 
Fr<en€h,and fome of the pirates their Indian language. 
Being very dextrous at their javelhis, they are ufeful 
to the pirates in viftualling their (hips, by the 
fiftiery of torto^es and manitas, a fiih fo called by 
the Spaniards : for one of thefe Indians is alone able 
10 viftual a vefly of loo men. We bad in our crew, 
two piratefi who could fpeak the Indian. language, 
by whofe help. I inquired into their cuftoms, lives, 
and policy, whereof I (hall give a brief account. 

This ifland is about 30 leagues in clrcumfe- 
ffcace; it is governed as a little commonwealth,- 

without 
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^vithout any king or fovercign prince ; neither do they 
entertain any Triendftiip or corrcfpondence with 
other neighbouring tflands, much Icfs with the Spa- 
niards : they are in all but a fmall nation^ whofe num- 
ber exceeds not 1600 or 1700 perfons. They have 
among them a few negro fiaves, who happened to 
arrive there, fwimming after fhipwreck made on that 
coaft : for being bound for Terra Finna, in a (hip 
that carried them to be fold there, they killed the 
captain and mariners, with defign to retam to their 
country; but being ignorant of navigation, they 
ftranded their veflcl hereabouts. Though, as I faid, 
ihey make but a fmall nation, yet they are as it 
were two forts of people : of which one fort culti- 
vates the ground, and makes plantations ; but the 
other are io lazy, as they have no courage to build 
themfelves huts, much lefs houfes. They frequent 
chiefly the fea-coaft, wandering up and down, with- 
out knowing, or caring fo much as to cover their 
bodies from the rains (which are very freqijcnt) un- 
lefs witfa a few palm-leaves ; thefe they put on their 
beads, and keep their backs abvays to the wind. 
They «{e no other clothes than an apron tied xA 
their middle, coming down fo as to hide their pri- 
vities : fuch aprons are made of the rinds of trees, 
which are ftrongly beat upon ftot^es, till they are 
foftened ; the fame ifeey ufc for bedclothes, except 
a few, who make them of cotton. Their ufual 
arms are nothing but azagayas, or fpcars, which 
they make fit £dr ufe with poims of iron^ or teeth of 
iCrocodiles. 

They know, after fome manner, that thare is a 
XUod, yet they Hire without any religion, or divine 
worfhip ; and, as far as I can learn, they believe 
not in, nor ferve the devil, as many other nations 
oi America do; hereby they aire not fo much tor-, 
jneoted by bim as other stations are. Their ordi- 
nary 
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nmry food, for the moft part, confifts in feveral fruitsn 
fuch as bananas, racoves, ananas, potatoes, cazavc, 
as alfo crabs, and feme few fifti, which they kill ia 
the fea with darts. They are pretty expert in 
making certain pleafant and delicate liquors; the 
commoneft among them is called achioc : this is 
made of a certain feed of palm-tree, brulfed, and 
fteeped in hoi water, till it be fettled at bottom ; 
this liquor being ftrained off, hath a pleafant tTidCt 
and k very nooriftiing. Other forts of liquors they 
prepare, which I (hall omit for brevity, only 1 (hall 
fay fomething of that made of platanos ; thefe they 
knead with hot* water, and then put into great ca- 
labaihes full of cold water, for eight daysj during 
which it ferments as well as the beft wine : this 11- 
cjuor they drink for pkafure, and as a great r^ale ; 
fo that when they invite their friends or relation^, 
they cannot treat them belter than with this plea- 
fant drink. 

They are very unflcilfnl in dreffing vifluals, fo 
that they feldom treat one another with banquets ; 
but when they invite others, they defire them to 
icome and drink of their liquors. Before the invited 
perfoos come to their houfe, thofe that expeft them 
comb thdr hair very well, and anoint their faces 
with oil of palm, mixed with a black tinflure, which 
renders them very hideous : the wottien alfo dawb 
their faces with another fort of ftuff, which makes 
them look as red as crimfon ; and fuch are their 
-greaieft ornaments and attire. Then he that in- 
vites, takes his arms, which are three or four-aza- 
gaps, and goes out of his cottage 3 or 400 fteps, 
to wait for, and receive tfte invited peribns. As 
foon as they draw nigh, he falls on the ground, ly- 
ing flat on his 'face,* without any motion, as if be 
was dead : being thus proftrate, the invited friends 
Cake faimup, and fet hkn on his feet^ and go all td- 

gctbcr 
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gether to the hut^ here the perfons invited ufethc 
fame ceremony, fallinjg down on the ground, as the 
iQviter did before; but he lifts them up one by O0^, 
and giving them his hand, condxtfts them into hit 
cottage, where hecaufes them to fit: the women oa 
thefe occafions ufe few or no ceremonies. 

Being thus brought into the houfe, there are.pr©* 
Tented every one with a calabafti, of about, loor 
quarts, full of achioc, almoft as thick a? water- 
gruel, or childrens pap ; thefe they are to drink o^ 
and get .down at 'any rate: the caiabafhes being 
emptied, the mafter of the houfe, with many cere- 
monies, goes about the room, ajid gnthcrs his cala- 
bafhes : and this drinking is reckoned but for one 
welcome. Afterwards, they 'drink of the achioc 
above-memioned, to which they are inVited; then 
follow many fongs, dances, and a thoufand carefles 
to the women ; fo that fometimes, for a teftimony 
of their love, they take then: darts, and with the 
points pierce and wound their genital parts: this I 
could not believe, though often affirmed to me, till 
tny own eyes were witneflcs of thefe and the like 
a«5iions, neither only on this occafion do they iife 
this ceremony of piercing their genitals, but alfo 
when they make love to any woman, thereby to let 
them underAand the greatnefs of their afieflion an^ 
conftancy. 

They marry not any young maid without the con- 
fent pf her parents. It any one defires to takei 
^ wife, he is firft examined by the damfel's father 
concerning fevernl points of good hulbandry. Thef6 
arc commonly whether he can make azagayas, darts 
for fi thing, or fpin a certain thread, which they 
. ufe about their arrows: having anfwcred to fatif- 
iafiion, the examiner calls to hi$ daughter for a 
Kttle calabalh full of achioc; of this he drinks firft^ 
then gives the cup to the young roan, and he to the 
• Vol. K^ K bride. 
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bride, who drinks it up, and with this only cere: 
mony the marriage is made. When any one drinks 
to the heahh of another, the fecond perfon is to 
drink iip the liquor left in the calabafh. But la 
cafe of xnanriage, as was faid, it is confumed only 
among thofe three, the bride obtaining the greateft 
ihare. 

When the woman lies in, neither (he nor her huf- 
band obferve the time cuftomary among the Carib- 
htt% ; but as foon as the woman is delivered , /he 
^oes. to the next river» brook, or fountain, and 
wa(hes the new-bom creature, fwathing it up in 
<ertain rollers, or fwath-bands, there called caba- 
ias ; this done, (he goes about her ordinary la- 
bour. When the man dies, his wife buries hini 
with all his azagayas, aprons, and ear-jewels ; and 
<omes every day to her hulband*s grave, bringing 
Jiim meat and drink for a whole year after. Their 
jcars they reckon 4>y the moons, allowing fifteen to 
every year, which make their intire circle, as our 
twelve months do ours. 

Some writers of the Caribbce Iflands affirm, that 
this cerjemony of carrying viftuals to the dead is 
^enerd among them ; and that the devil comes to 
the fepulchres, and carries away the meat and 
drink. But J know the contrary, having often my- 
felf taken away thefe offerings, and eaten them, 
knowing that the fruits ufed on thefe occafions Nwerc 
of the choiceft, and the liquor of the beft fort. TTie 
widow having completed her year, opens the grave, 
and takes out all her hu (band's bones; thefe (he 
fcrapes, and wafhes very well, and dries in the fun ; 
then (he ties them all together, and puts them into 
a cabalas, or fachel, and is obliged for another year 
to carry them upon her back by day, and fleep 
upon them by night, till the year is out; then (he 
hangs up the bag and bones againft the poft of her 

own 
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own door, if fhe be miftrefs of -a houfe ; if not, 
(he hangs them at the door of her next neighbours 
or relations. 

The widows cannot marry the Tecond time, accord- 
ing to their cuftoms, till after two years end. The 
men are bound to perform no fuch ceremonies for * 
their wives; but if any pirate marry an Indian 
woman, ftie is bound to do in all things as if he 
were an Indian, The negroes on this ifland live ia 
all refpefts according to their own cuftoms. Now I 
fhali continue the account of our voyage. 
■ After we had refreftied and provided ourfelves aij 
well as we could at this ifland, we fleered towards 
the ifland de los Pinos. Here we arrived in fifteen, 
days', and were conflrained to refit our veflel, which 
now again was very leaky, and not fit for failing 
any farther. Hereupon we divided ourfelves as be- 
fore, fome to careening the ftiip, others to fifliing. 
In this laft we were fo fuccefsful, as to take, in fix 
or feven hoUrs, fift fufiicirnt for one thoufand per- 
fons. We had with us fome Indians from the cape 
df Gracias a Dios, very dextrous both in hunting 
and fifliing; with whofe help we foon killed like- 
^ife, and falted, a huge number of wild cows, 
enough to fatiate our hungry appetites, and to vic- 
tual our vefTcl. Thefc cows were formerly brought 
into thb ifland by the Spaniards, that they might 
here multiply, and flock the conntry. We falted 
alfo a Vaft number of tortoifes, which are here very 
plentiful. Thefe things made us forget the miferies we 
had lately endured, and we began to call one another 
again by the name of brothers, which was cuflomary 
amongft us, but had been difufed in our miferies. 

While we continued here, we feafted ourfelves 

very plentifully without fear of enemies. For as to 

the Spaniards on the ifland, they were m friendftiip 

with .us; only wc were conflraiaed to keep watch 

K 2 and 
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and M^ard every night for fear of the crocodiles, 
which fwarm all over the ifland ; for thefe, w^en 
they are hut)gry, will aflault aay man add devour 
hiffl^ as k happened to ^t of our companron^, who 
being gone into the wood, in company with a ne- 
gro, they chanced upon a crocodile, which with in- 
credible agility aflaulted the pirate, and faflening 
upon bis leg, caft him on the ground, the negro 
elcaping by fl>ght : yet he being a rohufl and a cou- 
rageous man drew forth a knife he had then about 
bim, and after a. dangerous combat, ftabbed the 
crocodile, which done, hitnfelf, tired with tbe barrle, 
and weakened with lofs of blood, lay for dead on 
the place. Being fo found by the negro, who re- 
turned to fee what was become of him, he took him 
^)n his back, and brought him to the fea Hde, though 
Si whole league oiT, where we put him into a canoe, 
and conveyed him on board. 

After this, none of our nacn dared to enter the 
woods without good company; and ourfeltes, de- 
iirous to revenge the difafter of our companion, weqt 
in troops next day to the woods to find out croto* 
<liles to kill. Thefe animals would come everj 
night to the fides of our (hip, and offer to climb up 
into the veflel. One of thefe one night was feized 
with an iron hook; but be, inftead of flying to the 
bottom, began to mount the ladder of the (hip till 
we killed hint With other Jnltfuracnts, .After we 
had remained there fomc, timc^ ahd' refre(hted oor- 
felves, we fct fail for Jamaica. Here we arrived in 
a few days, after a profperous voyage, and found 
captain Morgan got hoine before us; but had feen 
as yet none of his companions whom he left behind, 
we being the firft that arrived there after him. 

He was then very bufy in pqrfuading and levying 
people to tranfport to tbe id? of St. Catherine, which 
ht defigned to fortify, and hold for a common re- 
fuge 
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fuge to all pirgires, efpecially.of his own nation, as 
was Taid ; but this defign was foon hindered by the 
arrival of a man of war from England, which brought 
orders from his majefty of Great Britain ta recal 
the governor of Jamaica to the court of England, to 
give an account of his favouring the pirates in thofc 
p:vrts, to the vaft detriment tjo the ftibje<Ss of the 
' Hing of Spain : -the Taid man of war bringing over 
aJfo a new governor of Jamaica, in place of the pre- 
cedent. This gentleman entering on the govern- 
ment of the ifland prefently gave notice to all the 
ports, by feveral boats fent forth to that intent, o% 
the good corrcfpondencc the king of England rc- 
folved to maintain in thofe parts of the world, to- 
.w^rcU Jiiscathdjc ipjyeftf, hi* fobjefts and domi- 
.niqn^ : .spd iha^fpr the fpturf ,. be bad received from- 
.his ia<;r^d m^ycfty, ^t^i privy-coafltil ftrift and fe- 
; vere orders^ not to pemiit any pirate to fet forth • 
fsom |arpaica, compiit any hoOility or depredation 
. Qfi the Spani/h nation or dominions^ or on any other 
jpeppje of thofe pejglibonring iflands. 

Xib^fc orders' bqing fulBcienUy divulged, the pi-' 
r:^tes who were abrqad at. fea bqg^n to fear them, 
fo as they dared .nQt return to Ibp faid ifland, but' 
icept the fea3> aod cpntin^jed to aft what hoftilities 
they c<HiW. The fame pirates look and ranfacked'. 
':.a cQnj(idei:abIe tpwa i» the ifle of Cuba, called la 
Villa de los Galc^, which we mentipned in the de- 
fcripiiqnpf tb^ feid iflaad. Hcris they committed 
again all forts o{ inhuman and barbarous cruelties ^ 
but |h« new ^overaor? of Jamaica bdjavj^dhimfelffo^ 
€opftant io\m duty, a^od the orders bf had froi»i 
England, that be apprebend«J jfevcral of the chief- 
aftors, and caufed thenx to be. hanged. This fcve- 
rity ttiade tlfofe remaining abroad take warning, and' 
.r-etire to the Ulaad of Tortuga. left they {hoUld fall' 
MUQ. hi^ \AvA3i\ here they joincd.witb the preach 
. ' K 3, pkates,. 
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pirates, inhabitants there, in whofe company they 
continue to this day. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

The relation of the Jhipwreck nvhicb movfitur Ber- 
tram Ogeron^ governor of Tortvga^ fuffered nigh 
the ijla cf Cuadaniltas, He and his companions 

fell into the hands of the Spaniards. By what 
arts he efcaped their hands ^ and preferved hii life. 
The enterprize againft Pu^rta Rico to deliver his 

people, and its unfortunate fucce/s. 

AETE R that expedition of Panama, the inhi- 
bitanis of the French iQands in America, in 
J 673 (while the war was fo fierce in Europe betweeft 
France and Holland) gatheied a confiderable fleet 
to pofTefs themfelves of the iflands belonging to the 
United Provinces in the Weft-Indies. To this ef- 
fc<!> their admiral raifed all the pirates and vohio- 
tecrs that he could pcrfuade ; ahd the governor of 
Tortuga can fed to be built a good ftrong man of 
war, which he named Ogeron, and provided very 
well with ammunition, and manned With 500 Ba* 
caniers, refolute men, being the veflel he defigned 
for himfelf. Their firft intention was to take the 
ifle of Curafao, belonging to the /aid States of Hol- 
land ; but this defign mifcarried by reafon of a (hip- 
wreck. • ' 

Ogeron fetfail from Tortuga as foon as things 
were ready, to join the fleet, and purfue the faid 
enterprize : being arrived on the Weft: of St. John dc 
Puerto Rico, he was fuddenly furprized with a vio- 
lent fiorm to that degree, as drove his new frigate 
againfl the rocks, near the iQands called Guada- 
jiUlaSy and broke it in a thouTand pieces ; yet beiflg 

near 
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near the land of Puerto Rico, all his men faved their 
Jives in their boats. ' 

Next day being got on (hore,. they were difco* 
vered by the Spaniards inhabiting the .ifland, who 
taking them lo be French pirates that meant to tdker 
the ifland ane\^, as. they had done before, they 
.. alarmed the whole country, and gathering thcic' 
-forces together, marched againft thein ; and they 
found them, for want of arms,, not able to make any 
defence, begging quarter for their lives, ms tllccufr 
tpm is. But the Spaniards, remembering the hor- 
rible cruelties thofe pirates had many times com- 
mitted, would have no compaflion= oa« them ; but 
^nfwering them, " Hah! ye.thievifli' dogs,, berg's 
" no quarter for you ;" they aflaulted theqi ycry 
ftirioudy, and killed moft of them: At laft, per- 
ceiving they made na refinance,, nor had any arma 
to defend themfelycsi they began ta relent, t^ing. 
prifoners as many as resmaihed* alive. 

But, Being. ftiU perfuaded that tBofe unfortunate 
people came with defijgn to take again and ruinate 
the ifland*, they bound them with cords, two and 
two, or three and three together, and drove them 
tlirough the woods into the open fields. Being, 
come thus far wFth them„ they alked them, What 
Ivas become of their leader ? Theyconftantjly made 
anfwer. He was drowned in the Ibipwreck, though 
.they knew it was fatfe. For Ogeron being unknown 
to the Spaniards, behaved himfelf among them as 
an innocent fool> and^ in his actions, mitnicked the 
natural fo well, that he was not tied, as the reft of 
his comjianions, but let loofe to ferve the pleafurei 
ind laughter of the common foldiers^ Thefe now 
and then would give him fcraps of bread and other; 
viftuals, whereas the reft of the prifoners had never; 
iiifEcient to lalisfy their hungry ftomachs, their aT;- 
K 4 Io^vaflGe 
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lowance from the Spaniards being fcarce enough to 
pieferve them alive. 

There was among the French pirates a furgeon, 
v!io having done fome remarkable fervices to the 
Spi-niards, was unbound and fet at liberty to go 
flccly up and down, even as Ogeron did. To this 
fnrgcon, Ogeron declared his rtrfolution of attempt- 
ing an efcapc from the crutlcy and hard ufage of 
thofe enemie^s, which they did by fleeing to the 
%voodp, there to make fomething or other wherein 
xo trail fport thcmfclves elfc where, though they had 
nor could obtain no other thing in the world that 
could be ferviceable in building of veflels, but one 
only hatchet. Thus they began their march towards 
the woods neareft the fea-coaft. Having travelled 
all day long, they came about evening to thefea-fide, 
almoil nnexpedtedly, but without any thing to eat, 
or any fecure place lo reft iheir wearied limbs. At 
laft they perceived nigh the (bore an huge quantity 
of fifhe^ called by the Spaniai'ds corladados. Thefe 
frequently approach the lands of the (bore, in pUr* 
loit of other little fifhes that ferve them for their 
food. Of thefe they took as many as they thought 
necertary, and by robbing two flicks briflcly toge- 
ther, they kindled fire, wherewith they m^de coals 
to roaft them. Next day they began to cut down 
and prepare timber, to make a kind of fmall boat to 
pafs over to the ille of Santa Cruz which belongs to 
the French. 

While they were bufied aboait their work, they 
4ircovered, at a great diftance, a canoe fleering di- 
rcftly towards the place where they were. This 
putting them in fome fear, left they fhould be 
found, and taken again by the Spaniards, they re- 
tired into the woods, till they could difcera what 
people were in the canoe. At laft, perceiving them 
tp be no more than two men who feemed to be fi(her- 
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men, they- concluded to hazaxd ihcir lircs, and» over* 
cooking them, to feize the c^cipe. Soon aftex: they 
peieeived one of ihein, who was a mulatto, |o go 
with calabaflies hanging at his oack toward^ a fpring 
not fir off to take in frefli water i the other, who 
was a Spaniard, ftaid behind him for his return. 
Seeing them divided, they afTauUed the mulatto firft,. 
and by a great blow upon the head difpatched Jiim. 
Irhe Spaniard, upon the noife, made towards the 
canoe, thinking to efcape, hut he was overtaken by 
the two, and killed. Having compaOed their de- 
ijgn, ibey fetched the corps of the mulatto, and 
caft both into the middle of the fea, to be confumed' 
by the fifli, by this means .to. conceal this faft for 
ever from the Spaniards. 

^ This done, they, took in as much frefti water as 
th^y could, and fet fail thence to feek fome place of 
refuge. That day they flecredi along the coafls of 
Faerto Rico, and came to Cabo Roxo. Hence ihey 
travcrfed direftly to Hifpaotola, where Oiany of their • 

..own comtades and companioaswere to be found,. 
Ths currents of the waters and winds were very fa- - 
vourable, fo asjn a few days they arrived at a place 
Galled Samana, in the faid ifland,. where they found 
a party of their own people. 

Ogeroft being landed at Samana^ ordered the fur- 
geon to levy all the. people he could in thofe* parts, 
while he departed to revifit his :govei;oment of Tor- 
tuga.; where beiog. arrived, he ufed air his endea- 
vours to gather velFels and mea to his afliflance ; fo • 
that an- a few days he got -a good number of both, 
well equipped anddifpofed to follow him. Thcfe 

. were to go to St. John de Puerto Ri^o, and deliver" 
his fellows whom • he. had Jcfr in the miferable con* 
dition as was faid before* {paving embarked all the • 
people which the furgeon had levied at Samana, he - 
made tbem a fpeech, teilir.g them,. " You may all » 

\ K\y **^eKpffti/ 
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*' expe£t great fpoU and riches from th!s enterprize^ 
** and therefore let all fear and cowardice be fet 
" afide; on the contrary, filUyour hearts with. 
** courage and valoar, for thus you will find your- 
*' felves foon fadsfied of what at prefcnt bare hopes 
** do promife." Every one much reKed on thefe 
promifes of Ogeron, and from his wordis conceived 
no fmall joy in their minds. Thus they fet fail 
from Tortuga for the coafls of Puerto Rico. Being 
come within fight of land, they ufed onfy their lower 
fails, that they might not be difcovered by the Spa- 
niards, till they came near the place where they in- 
tended to land. 

The Spaniat-ds, notwithftanding this cautron,, 
having had intelligence of therr coming, were pre- 
pared for a defence, haying pofled many troops of 
horfe along the coafls to watch their defcent. Oge- 
ron perceiving their vigilaney, ordered the vefTels to* 
draw near the fhore,, and fhoot ofF many great guns, 
. which forced the cavalry to retire within the woods:: 
here lay concealed many companies of foot pro»^ 
ftrate on the grouad. So the pirates made their de- 
fcent at leifure, and began to enter among the. 
tiees, fcarce fufpefting any harm to be where the 
horfemen could do no fervice; but no fooner were 
they fallen into this ambufcade, than the Spaniards. 
arofe and aflaulted them fo courageoufly, that they 
foon deflroyed great part of them. Thus leaving>. 
great numbers dead on the place^ the refl very hard-- 
}y efcapcd;' by flight to their fhips. 

Ogeron, though he efcaped this danger, yet could' 
willingly have perilhed* in the fight, rather than. 
f uffer the ftiame which the ill fuccefs of this enter-^ 
prize was like to bring upon his reputation : beftde 
that, thofe that he had attempted to refcue, were- 
now cafl into greater miferies. Hereupon they 
haUencd back to Tortuga tlie fame way they came,. 
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with great confufion in their minds, much dimi- 
ni(hed in- their number, and utterly difappointed of 
thofe fpoils, the fubjeft of their hopes, and of the 
promifes of the unfortunate Ogeron. The Spa- 
niards were very vigilant, and kept their pofts near 
the fea-fide till the fleet of pirates was out of fight; 
mean while they made an* end of killing* fuch of 
their enemies, as, being defperately woundedj coufd 
not cfcape by flight, and cut off ftveral limb* from 
the dead bodies, .to fhew them- to the former pri* 
foners, for whofe refcue thefc others had crofled* 
the feas» 

The fleet being g«ne, the Spaniards made bon* 
fires, and great demonftrations of joy for their vic- 
tory ; bat the French prifoners, who were there- 
beforci endured more hardflaip than ever. Of their 
mifery and mifufage, Jacob Binkes, governor at- 
that time in America for the States General of the: 
United Provinces, was an eye-witnefs; for he.ar- 
riving in. that junfture at Puerto Rico, with forae: 
men of war, to buy provifions and* other neceflaries, 
he fo pitied their mifery, as to bring away. by ftealtlvi 
five or fix of them, which only, exafperated the Spa- 
niards; for foon after they, fent the reft of the pri- 
foners to the chief city of the ifland, to work and-: 
toil about the fortifications which thenwcre mak- 
ing, forcing them to bring and carry ftones, and alV 
forts of materials: thefe being finiftied, the gover-- 
nor tranfported them toHavanna,- where they em- 
ployed them alf6 in- fortifying that city:. here they 
made them wopk by day, and at night they fliuc" 
them up as clofe prifoners, left they fh'ould enter— 
prizdupon the city; for of fuch attempts the Spa- 
niards had had divers proofs, which gave them fuJflS- 
cient-caufe to ufe them^o. 

Afterwards, at fevei*al times, when (htps .arrivedf- 
from New Spain, they tranfpoi'ted them by degreea. 
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into Europe, and landed them at Cadiz ; but hoc- 
'wiihftanding this care of the Spaniards to difperfe 

.them> they fooQ after met almoft all in France, aad 
rcfolved to return to Tortuga with the firft oppor* 
tuaity : to tbi< elFeA they aflifled one auother very 

j^ifigiy with what necef&nes diey could, according 
t<T every one's, condition ; fo that la a fiiort while 

,tfae greateft part bad nefted themfelves again at Tor- 

.'tcigt, their place cS rendezvous. Here they equip- 

'ped ag^in a new fleet to revenge their former mif- 

'fortunes on the Spaniards, under the conduA of one 
le Sienr Maintenon a Frenchman ; with^this fleet he 

.arrked at the ifland de !« Trinidad, between the 
ifle of Tobago and the coafts of Paria. This ifland 
they iacked, and after put to the ranfom of one 
huiidred tboufaod pieces of eight. Hence they de- 
parted with defign to take and pillage the city of 

: Caraccas, over-againft the ifland of Curaiao, belongr 

^ ing to the HollaiSers.. ^ 

C H A P: XXIV. 

Emountcrs at the ijlands of Cay ana and Tobago, be- 
tiueen the count dEJirees, admiral of France in 
j^merica, and theHeer Jacob Binkes, vice-adimrat' 
of the United Provinces^ 

IT rs already known to the greatcfrpart of Eu- 
rope, that the prince cf Courland began to efta- 
blidi a colony in the ifland of Tobago ; and that 
ioxnt time after his people, for want of timely re- 
cruits, abandoned the fame, leaving it to the next 
occupant. Thus it fell into the hands of Adrian 
and Cornelius Lampefius, nativesof FliiTing in Zea- 
rknd, who arriving therein 1654, they fortified it 
• by the ordci: of the States Geneial, building a gpod- 

3 ^> 
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J; paflde^ la a conveaieat fltuation, capable of hm«^- 
dering the alTaulu of any enemies* 

The ftrength of this cattle wa« afterwards fuffi- 
ciently tried b^' moofieur d'Eftrees,. as I (hall relate^ 
after I have firft told you what happened before 
Cayana in x476« This year the States General (ent 
the vice-adiniraly Jacob Binkes, to the ifland of 
Cayana-, then in pofleffion of the French, to rcpof- 
fcfs it. With thefe orders he fet forih from Hol- 
land, March i6th in the (iiid year, with a fleet oP 
fcvcn men of war, one fire-(hip, and five other fmail 
▼edels. This fleet arrived ai Cayana^ May 4th next 
following. Upon their arrival, the Heer Binkes 

.landed 900 men, who approaching^ the caftle, fum-- 
moued the governor to furrender at dlfcretion. He 

.anfwered, " Be thought of nothiog* lefs than»fur- 
** rendering, but that he and' his people were re* 
*' folved to defend themfelves to the utnK)tt.*' The 
Heer Binkes having received this anfwer^ prefemly 
commanded his troops to attack the cattle on both 
fide& at once ; the aflault was very furious, bqt at 
Jengtbthe French being very few, and overwhelmed 
with the multitude of their enemies, furrendered 

. both their arms and the cattle. In it were found^ 
37 pieces of cannon. The governor, named moa* 
fieur Lefi^ with two prietts, were fent into Holland. 
The Heer Binkes loft in the combat 1-4 men only^ 

. and had 72 wounded. 

The French king no fboaer tmderftood this, but 
he fent in Oftober following the count d'Ettrces to- 
retake the faid ifland from the Hollanders. He ar- 
rived there in December with 2c fquadron of men of 

• war, all well equipped and provided. Being come 

. as far as the river Aperovaco, he met with a fmall 
veflel of Names, 'which had fet forth from Cayana 
but a fortnight before, which gave him intelligence 
of the. condiiioa wherein he might be certain to 

find 
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find the Hollanders at Cayana. They told them 
there were 3P0 men in the cadle, that all about it 
they h»id fixed ftrong palifadoes or empalemeots^ 
and that within the caftie were moanted 26 pieces 
of cannon. 

Monfieur d'Eftrees being- enabled with this intel- 
ligence to take hi» own meafurcs, proceeded on his 
voyage, and arrived at the port of the faid ifland,. 
three leagues from the caftie ; here he landed 800 
men in two feveral parties ; one he placed' under the 
count de Blinac, and the other under monfieur de 
St. Faucher*. On board' the fleet he left monfieur 
Cabaret, with divers other principal troops, which 
he thought not neceflary to be landed. The men 
being fet on fhore, the fleet weighed anchor, and 
failed very fl owl y toward the caftie, while the fol- 

' diers marched by land. Thefe could not travel 
otherwife than by nights, by reafon of the exceflive 
heats and intolerable exhalations of the earth, which. 
here is very fulphurous, and no -better than a fmoaky 
and ftihking oven^ 

Oftobcr 19th, the count' d'Eftfees fent moflfieuf 
de Left (who had been governor of the ifland, as 
was faid before) demanding of them to deliver the. 
oaftle to the obedience- of the king his raafter, and. 
to him in his Tovereign-s name. But thofe wirhia 
refolved not to yield, but at the expence of their 
lives and blood ; which anfwer they fent to mon- 

• fieur d'Eftj-ees. Hereupon the French, the next 
night, ftormed the caftie on feven feveral fides at 
once. The defendants havrng done their duty, and 
fought with as much valbur as poiEble, were at lad 
forced to furrender, having- 38 perfons killed, be- 
fides many wounded. All the prifoners were traBf- 
ported into France, where they were ufed with great, 
hardihip. 

Monfieur.- 
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Mohfieur d*Eftrees having fettled all things at the 
Kle of Cayana, departed thence for Martinico, where 
being arrived, he was told, that the Heer Binkes. 
was then at the ifland of Tobago, and his fleet lay 
at anchor in the bay. Upon this intelligence, mon- 
fieur d'Eftrees made no long ftay there, bat fleered 
direftly for Tobago. No fooner was he come nigh* 
the ifland, but vice-admiral Binkes fent his land- 
forces with a good number of mariners on fliore to 
manage and defend the artillery there. Thefe forces 
were commanded by the captains Vander Graaf, 
Van Dongen, and'Cravone, who laboured very hard 
all that night in raifing batteries, and filling up the 
palifadoes of the fortrefs called Sterrfchans, 

Two days after the French fleet came to an anchor 
in the bay of Palmit, and immediately in dghteen 
boats they landed all their men. The Heer Binkes 
perceiving the French upon the hills, gave orders to 
burn all the houfes near the caftle, that the French 
might have no place to ftielter them felves there. Fe- 
bruary 23d, monfieur d'Eflrees fent a drum to the 
Hollanders to demand* the furrendry of the fort, 
which was abfolutely denied. Thus things^ con tinned 
till the 3d of March : on this day the French fle^t 
came with full ftil, and engaged the Dutch fl6et,. 
and the difpute was very hot on both fides ; mean 
time, the laod-forces of the French being flieltered 
by the thicknefs of the woods, advanced towards. 
the caftlc!, and ftormed it very briflwly; but were 
r^pulfed by the Dutch with fuch vigour^ as caufed 
them after three feveral attacks to retire, with the 
Ibfs of above i5o,meni and 200 wounded ; thefe 
they carried off, or rather dragged away with na> 
fmall difficulty, by reafon of their diforderly retreat. 
All this while the two fleets continued the com- 
bat, and fought very defperately, till on both fidqs 
^mc fliigs were, confamed between Vulcan and Nep- 
tune;; 
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tune; of this Dumber was mpnflcur d'EArces his* 
own (hip, mounted with 27 guns of prodigious big— 
nefs, befides fcnallcr .pieces. The battle lafled from^ 
break of day till evening ; a little before which ticDC: 
monfieur d'Eftiees quitted the bay with the reft of 
the fhips to the Hollanders, except two, which, 
were ftranded under fail, having, gone too high 
'within the port, leaving ihe vijjtory to the Hol- 
landers, though with the lofs of feveral ihips that 
were burnt.. 

Monfieur d'Eftrees finding himfelf under the- 
(hame of this defeat, and that he could expert uo 
advantage for the prefent o\'er the illand of Tobago^ 
fet fail from thence March i8th, and June 21ft he. 
arrived at Breft in France Having given an ac- 
count of himfelf to the king, he was commanded to 
undertake again the enterprize of Tobago. I'o this . 
efFert he ordered eight great men of war and eight- 
fmaller to be equipped with all fpeed, with which 
tnonfiear d'Eftrees fet fail from the faid port of r 
Breft, October 3d following, and arrived December. 
I ft at Barbadoes. Having received fome recruits, 
from Martinico, he fent before-lwnd to review To- 
bago, and fet fail dirertly for the fame, where he • 
arrived December yrh, with all his ifeet. 

Immediately he bnded 500 men under monfieyr. 
deBlinac, governor, of the French iflands in Ame- 
rica ; tlKfe were followed foon after by a thoufand- 
more. December pth, they approached within 600 , 
paces of a poft calletl le Cort, where they knded • 
the artillery defigned for this enter prize. On the 
loth monfieur- d'Eftree^weiu inperfon to view the 
caftle, and demanded of the Heer Binkcs, by a mef-'. 
fenger, the furr^nidry thereof, which was generoufly 
denied. Next day the French advanced towards 
the caftle, and on the 12th, the Dutch from within 
fired at tlicin withoux intermiilba. The French 
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began their attack by carting fireballs into the 
caftle wiih main violejicc , the very thir4, ball that 
was caft in, b?ippened to fall in the path-way that 
led to the ftorehoufe, where the powder and am- 
munition were kept ; in this path was much powder 
fcattered, through the negligence of thofe that car- 
ried it to and fro, for, the nece/Tary fupply of the 
dbfendants, which by this means taking fire, it ran 
in a moment to the florehoufe, which fuddenly was 
blown up, and with it vice-admiral Binkes himfelf, 
and all his officers, only captain Van Dongen re- 
mained alive. This mifchance being perceived by 
the » French, they inftantly ran with 500 m^n, and 
pofTefTed themfclvcs of the cafHe: here they found 
-300 men alive^ whom they took priiboeFSy and 
tranfported into France. Monficur d'Eftrees, after 
,liiis» commanded the cafUe to be demolifhedi with 
.other pofts that might ferve for any defence, as alfa 
all the houfes ftanding upon the ifland : this done,. 
.be departed thence December 27th«aadarri¥edagai0 
in France after a profperoiis voyage. 
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PART 11. 

The dangerous voyage and bold adventures (f captain 
Sharps Coxon, iSaivkins, and others in the Souths 
Sea, 
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C H A P., L. 

They fet fail for the province of Darten^ upon the- 
continent of America. Their dejigns to pillage and- 
plunder in thofe parts. Number of their fhips^ 
andjlrength of their forces byfea. and land* 

AT a place called Bocca del Toro was the 
general rendezvous of the fleet, which late- 
ly had taken and facked Puerto Bello the* 
fecond time ; that rich place having been taken once 
before under the conduftof Sir Henry Morgan. At 
this place were two other veflels j the one belonging 
to captain Peter Harris, the other to captain Richard 
Sawkiris, two Englifh privateers. Here we had the 
news of a peace concluded between the Spaniards 
and the Indians of Darien, who wer6 commonly at 
\3rar one with the other^ Alio, that fince the con» 

cliiliQa 
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clufion of the faid peace, they had been found very 
faithful to captain Bournano, a French commander, 
in an attempt upon a place called Chepo, nigh the 
Souih-Sea. Further, that the Indians had promifed 
to conduct him unto a great and very rich place, 
named Tocamora ; whereupon Bournano promifed 
them to return in three months with more (hips and 
men. This made us agree to vifit the faid place, 
and in order thereto difperfed ourfelves into feveral 
Coves (by the Spaniards called Cuevas, i, e, hollow 
creeks under the coafts) there to careen and fit our 
veflels for that purpofe. Here, /. e. at Bocca del 
Toro, we found plenty of fat tortoifes, the plea- 
fanteft meat in the world. Our veflels being refitted, 
we rendezvoufed at an ifland called by us the Water- 
Key, and our ftrength was as foUoweth : 



Tons. 


Guns. 


Men. 


Capt. Coxod in a (hip of 80 


8 


97 


Capt. Harris in another of 1 50 


25 


X07 


Capt. Bournaiio — — . 90 


6 


86 


Capt. Sawkins — -—16 


I 


35 


Capt. Sharp -:- — — 25 


% 


40 


Capti Cook — ' — — 35 





43. 


Capt, Allefton — — 18 





24 


Capt. Row — — — 20 





sy. 


Capt. Macket ,— -- 14 





ZP 



Totjil — - 448 42 477 

We failed from thence March 23d, 1679, and in 
our way touched at the illands called Zamblas. Thefc 
Iflands reach eight leagues in length, lying fourteen 
leagues weft ward of the river Daricn. Being her^ 
at an anchor, many of the Indians, both men and 
women, came to fee us; fome brought plantanes, 
others other fruits, and venifon, to exchange witU 
us for beads, needles, knives, or any trifling bauble 

whereof 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2^6 rhe njsrORT of the 

whereof they ftand in need ; bqt they mofl: covjet 
axes and hatchets, for the fellingof timber. The 
'iBen here go naked, having only a (harp and hol- 
low tip, made either of gold, filver, or bark, intp 
which they thruft their privy members, which they 
'feften with a ftring about their middle : thety wear 
as an ornament in their nofes, a gold or filver plate, 
in^the form of a half-moon ; which when they drink^ 
they hold np with one hand, while they lift the 
cup with the other. The men paint themfelves 
Ibmetimes with ftreaks of black, and the womea 
with red : the women have in their nofes a pretty 
thick ring of gold or filver, and *ovcr themfelves 
with a blanket only: they are generally w^l fea- 
tured ; among \vhom I fa\y feveral ifairer than the 
"feircft ef Europe, with hair as white as the fineft 
flax : it is reported of them, that they fee better ia 
^ dai*k than in the light. 

Thefe iiuiians mifllkedowr d^f^% for "Tpfiaflfipra^ 
atfui diflfuaded us from it, af&rtiog that it WQuld 
prove too tedious ^ march, the w^y being fa tpqpn- 
tainous and nninlvibited* that it wpuld l^ extreme 
c^fficult tot get provUions„fbr our men. Withal^ 
they proffpfed to guide us undefcried within a few 
leagues of the city of Panama, in cafe weviere 
pj(?gfed to ^ga th^her, whcxe, we. knew we fliould 
ipajce a good voyage. Upon thefe, and ptier jFca- 
fons whicjj ihey gave us, we concluded to defift 
f(X}m the journey of Tocamora, ^nd to propped to 
Panama. Th^e refolutjons tijcen, cr^ptaip Bpur- 
'nano and captain Row's veffels fep^rated from us^ 
being all French^ and not willing to go to Panama^ 
they declaring themfelves generally againft a long 
march by land; fo we left them at the Zamblas. 
From thence an Indian captain, or chief commander, 
•named Andrasas, condii<^ed us to another* iflaqd„ 
-galled by the Erigftfti the Golden Iflaod, fituatei 
* ^ fomethmg 
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fomething to the weft ward of the mouth of the 
great river of Daricn. -At this ifland we met,'bciag 
iu all feven fail, April 3, 1680. 

Here the Indians gave us notice of a town called 
Santa Maria, fitUAte on' a 'great river of the fame 
name, which runs into the South-Sea, by thegulph 
of San Miguel ; that in the town was keY^ta' gar ri* 
fon of four hundred foldiers; and that from this 
place much gold was carried to Panama, whxh was 
gathered from the mountains thereabouts; that in cafe 
we (hould noi find fufficient booty there, we might 
from thence proceed by fea to Panama, where we 
could not eafily fail of our defigns. This morion of 
the Indians we liked fo well, that we landed 331 
men, April 5th, 1680, leaving captains Allefton and 
Macket, with a party of feamep, to guard our (hips 
»n our abfencc, with which we intended to rctum 
home. 

Thefe men that were landed, had each of them 
three or four cakes of bread (called by the t ngltih^ 
Dpugb-hoys) for their provificn of viftmils ; aod as 
for drink, the rivers afforded them enough. At 
our landing here captain Sharp was very faint and 
>veak, halving had a great fit of ficknefe, of which 
he was fcarccly recovered. Our feveraf companies 
that marched were diftinguifhcd as follt^A's : Firft, 
captain Bartholomew Sharp, with his company, had 
a red flag, with a bunch of white and g^een rib-* 
bons : the fecond divHion, led by eaptai-n Rtchard 
Sawkins, with his men, had a redHag ftriped with 
yellow: the third and fourth, which were led by 
captain Peter Harris, had two green flags, his com? 
pany marching in tw^o diftindt divifions4 the fifth 
lind fixth, led by captain John Coxon, who had 
fome of Allefton s andMacket's men joined untolhis» 
made two divifions oc companies, and had each of 
tlicm a red flag: the fcvcnth was led by captain 

Edmund 
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Edmund Cook, with red colours ftriped with yel- 
low, with a hand and fword for his device : all, or 
sioft of them, were armed with fuzee, piftol, and 
hanger. 

CHAP, II. 

They march towards the town of Santa Maria with 
a dejign to take it. The Indian king of Darien 
meeteth them. Difficulties of this march, 

BEING landed on the coaft of Darien, and di- 
vided into companies, as was mentioned in the 
preceding chapter, we began our march towards 
Santa Maria, the Indians f'erving us for guides in 
that unknown country: thus we marched at firft 
through a fmall fkirt of a wood, and then over a 
bay almoft a league in length ; after that, we went 
two leagues direftly up a woody valley, where we 
faw'here and there an old plantation, and had a very 
good path to march in : there we came to th% Mc 
of a river, which in moft places was dry, and built 
us houfes, or rather huts to lodge in. 

Here another Indian, who was a chief commander, 
a man of great parts, named captain Antonio, joined 
us : this Indian officer mightily encouraged us to 
undertake the journey of Sania Maria, and promif- 
ed to be our leader ; faying, that he would have 
gone along with us prefently, but that his child lay 
very fick ; however, he was aflured it would die by 
next day, and then he would moft certainly follow, 
and overtake us : withal, he defired we would not lie 
in the grafs, for fear of monftrous adders which are 
very frequent in thofe places. Breaking fome of the 
Oones that lay in the river, we found them (hine like 
fparks of gold. Thefe ftones are driven down from 
the neighbouring mountains in time of floods. This 

.. ^ da}S 
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day four of pur men tired, and returned back to 
tlie (hips; fo we remained in all 327 men with fix 
Indians to conduft us : that night feme fliowers of 
rain fell. 

The next day of our march we mounted a very 
fteep hill, and on the other fide, at the foot there- 
of, we refted on the bank of the river, which cap- 
tain Andraeas told us ran into the South-Sea, being 
the fame river on which the town of Santa Maria 
was fituated. Hence wc continued our march until 
rioon, and then afcendcd another mountain, far 
higher than the former. Here wc were often, and 
in many places, in great danger, the mountain be* 
ing fo perpendicular, and the path fo narrow, that 
but one man at a time could pafs. We arrived in 
the evening on the other fide of the mountain, and 
lodged again by the fide of the fame river, having 
marched that day, according to our reckoning, about 
1 8 miles : this night likcwifc feme rain fell. 

The next morning, being April 7th, we marched 
all along the river afore mentioned, crofling it often, 
almoft at every half mile, fometimes up to the knees, 
and at other times up to the middle, in a very fwift 
current ; about noon we came to a place where wc 
found fomc Iqdian houfes ; thefe were very large 
and neat ; the fides were built with cabbage- trees, 
and the roofs with wild canes, thatched with pal* 
mito royal, but much neater than ours at Jamaica ; 
they had many partitions, or diftin<5l ground- rooms, 
but no afcent by flairs. At this place were four of 
thefe houfes together, within a flone's throw of one 
another, each of ihem having a large plantane-wallc 
before it. Half a mile from this place lived the king, 
or chief captain of thefe Indians of Darien> who 
canac to vifit us in royal robes, with his queen aud 
family. His crown was made of fmall white reeda 
corioufly woven, having no other top than its lining, 

which 
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which \ras red filk ^ round about the middle of it 
was a thin plate of gold» about two inches broad, 
laced behind, in which ftuck two or three oftrich's 
feathers; about this folate went alfo^ tow of golden 
beads, which were bigger than ordinary pcafe, un* 
deitieath which the red lining of the crown was 
feen. In his nofe he wore a large plate of gold, ia 
form of a half-moon ; and in each ear a great gold 
ring, nigh four inches diameter, with a round thin 
plate of gold of the fame breadth, having a fmall 
hole in the center, by \vhich it hung to the ring. 
He was covered with a thin white cotton robe, 
reaching to the fmall of his legs, and' round its bot- 
tom was a fringe of the fame, three inches deep ; fo 
that by reafon of the length of this robe, we could 
fee no higher than his naked ancle$ : in his hand he 
had a long bright lance as (liarp as any knife. With 
him he had three fons, each of them having a vi hite 
robe, and their lances in their hands^ but {landing 
bare-headed before him, as did eight or nine per- 
fons more of his retinue or guard. His queen wore 
a red blanket, which was clofely girt about her 
waift, another that came loofely over her head and! 
fhoulders, like our old-fafliioned ftriped hanging^ : 
(he had a young child in her arms, and two daugh- 
ters walked by her, both marriageable, wiih their 
faces almofl: covered \^\i\i ftripes or ftreaks of red, 
and abou^c their neck and arras almoft loaden with 
fmall beads of feveral colours. Thefe Indian wo- 
men of the province of Darien are generally vtry 
free, airy, and brifk ; yet withal very modeft, and 
cautions in their hufbands prefence, of whofe jt^a- 
loiify they ftand m fear. With thefe Indians wj; 
made an exchange, or had a truck, as it is called^ 
for knives, pins, needles, or aviy other fuch lik.» 
trifles; but in our dealings with them we founl 
them to be very cunning. Here we refted ourfelve 

fo. 
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for the fpace of one day ; and withal chofo captain 
Sawkins to lead the forloro, unto whom, for that 
porpofe. we gave the choice of fourfcore men. The 
king ordered us each man to have three plantaaes, with 
fugar canes to fuck, by way of a prefent; bat whefi 
thefe were confumed, if we would not truck we muft 
have ftarved,for theking himfelf did notrefofetodetf 
for his plantaoes : this fort of fruit is firft reduced 
to maftiy' then laid betweem leaves kA the fame tree» 
aod fo ufed with water, Sfter which preparation they 
call it Mifcelaw. 

April nine we continued our march along the 
banks of the river above-mentioned, finding in our way 
here and there a houfe. The ownerl of the {aid houfes 
would moft comnaonly ilaud at the door, and give, 
as we paffed by, to every one of us, either ripe 
plantane^ or fome fweet cazove*root : fome of them 
would count us by dropping a gtain of corn for each 
man that pafled before them, for they know no greater 
number, nor can tell farther than twenty. That 
night we arrived at three great Indian houfes, where 
we took upopr lodgingS|the weather being clear and 
ferene all night. 

The next day captain Sharp, captain Coxpn, and 
captain Cook, with about threefcorc and ten of our 
men, embarked themfelves in fourteen canoes upom 
the river to glide down the ftream : among this 
number I did alfo embark, and we had in our com- 
pany our Indian captain Andrseas, of whom mention 
was made above ; and two Indians more in each 
canoe, to pilot or guide us down the river : but if 
we were tired in travelling by land before, certainly 
we were in a worfe condition now in our canoes; for 
at the diftance of almoft every flone's caft we were 
cdnftr^ined to quit and get out of our boats, and 
haul them over cither fands or rocks*; at other times 
over trees that lay crofs and filled up the river, fo 

Vol. I. L that 



d by Google 



%42 ^b€ HISrORT vf tie 

that they hindered our oavigation ; yea, feyeral 
times over the very points of land itfelf. That night 
we built ourfclvcs huts to (helter in upon the 
river-fide, and refted our wearied limbs till next 
morning. 

The eleventh we profecuted our journey all day 
long with the fame fatigue and toil as we had done 
the day before : 'at night came a tyger, and looked 
onus for fome while, but we dared not to fire at the 
animal, fearing we fhould be defcried by the 
found of our fuzees; the Spaniards, as we were 
told, not being at much diftance from that 
place. ♦ 

But the next day, being April 12, our pain and 
labour was rather doubled than diminiftied, not only 
for the difficulties of the way, which were intoler- 
able, but chiefly for the abfeoce of our main boidy 
of men, from whom we had parted the day before: 
for now, hearing no news of them, we grew ex- 
tremely jealous of *he Indians, and their counfeJs, 
fufpefting it a defign of thofe people thus to divide 
our forces, and then betray us to the Spaniards, our 
implacable enemies: that night we refied our felves 
by building of huts, as we had done, and hath been 
mentioned before. 

The next day, being Tuefday, we continued onr 
navigation down the river, and arrived at a beachy 
point of land, where another arm joineth the fame 
river: here, as we underftood, the Indians of Darien 
did ufually rendezvous, whenfoever they drew up in a 
body, with intention to fight their ancient enemies 
the Spaniards. Here alfo we made a halt, and ftaid 
for the reft of our forces and company, the Indians 
having now fent to feck them, being themfclves not 
a little concerned at our difHitisfaftionand jcalonfies: 
in the afternoon our companions came up with us, 
and were very glad to fee us, they having been in 

no 
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no lefs fear for us than we had been in for them : we 
continued and refted there that night alfo, with defiga 
to fit our arms for aftion, which now, as we were told, 
was nigh at hand. 

We departed from thence early the next morning, 
which was the bft day of our march, being in all 
now the number of threefcore' and eight canoes, 
wherein were embarked 327 of us Engliftimen, and 
50 Indiilns^who-ferved us for guides. To the point 
above-mentioned, the Indians had hitherto guided 
our canoes with long poles or flicks; but nowwc 
made ourfelves oars and paddies to row withal, and 
thereBy made what fpeed we could : thus we rowed' 
with alLhafte imaginable, and on the river happened 
to meet two or three Indian canoes that were ladca 
with plantan^s. About midnight we arrived, and 
landed at the diftance of half a mile, or thereabouts, 
from the town of Santa Maria, whither our march 
was all along intended : the place where we lapded 
was very muddy, infomuch that we were conftrained 
to lay our paddles upon it, and withal Jift ourfelves 
up by the boughs of the trees to fupport our bodies 
from finking: afterwards we were forced to cut our 
way through the woods for fome fpace, where we 
took up our lodgings for that nighf, for fear of 
being difcovered by the enemy, whom we were fo * 
near. 

CHAP. III. 

They take the town of S'anta Maria, with no lofs of 
men^ hut meet not withfo much booty as was expeEled, 
Defcription of the place, country, and river adja^ 
cent. They refolve to go ana plunder afecond time 
the city of Panama . 

T^HE next morning, which was Thurfday, April 
^ 15, about t>reak of day, we heard from the towa 

a fmall arm difcharged, and after that a drum beating 

a revaillcr ; with this we rouzed from our fleep, and 
L % taking 
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taking to our arms, we put ourfelves ia order, and 
inarched towards the towQ. As foon as we came 
out of the >voods into the opea grouiid, wp were 
defcried by the Spaniards, who had received before- 
hand intelligence of our coming, and were prepared 
to receive us, having already conveyed away aU their 
treafure of gold, and fent it to Panama. They raa 
immediately into a large palifado fort, having each 
pale or poft twelve feet high, and began to fire very 
briflcly at us as we came ; but our vanguard ran up 
to the place, and pulling down two or three of their 
palifadoes, entered the fort inftantly, and made them- 
lelves mafters thereof. In this aAion there were not 
fifty of our men that came up before the fort was 
taken ; and on our fide only two were wounded,. and 
not one killed ; notwi'thftanding within the place were 
found two hundred and threefcpremen, befides which 
number, two hundred others were faid to be abfent, 
being gone up into the country, unto the niines, to 
* fetch'down gold, or rather to convey away what was 
already in the town. This golden treafure cometh 
down another branch of this river unto Santa Maria, 
from the neiglibouring mountains, where are thought 
to be the richeft mines of the Indies, or, at lead, 
of all thefe parts of the weftern world* OF the 
Spaniards were killed in the aflault twenty-fix, and 
wounded to the number of fixteen more ; but their 
governor, their prieft, and all, or moft of their chief 
men, made their efc^pe by flight. 

Having taken the fort, we expefted to find here a 
confiderable town belonging to it ; but it proved to 
be only fome wild houfes made of cane, the place 
being chiefly a garrifon defigned to keep the Indians 
in fubjeftion^who bear a mortal hatred, and are of- 
ten apt to rebel againft the Spaniards. But as bad 
a place as it was, our fortune was much worfe, 
for we came only three days too late, or elfe we had 
met with three hundred weight of gold, which was 

carried 
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earned thence to Panama In a bark, that is fent from 
thence twice or thrice every year, to fetch what gold 
IS brought to Santa Maria from the niountams. Thjs- 
river, called by the name of the Ipvvn, is hereabouts 
twice as broad as the river of Thames is at Londoi^, 
and floweth above ihreelcore miles upwards, rifing to- 
the height of two fiathom and a half at the town it- 
felf. As foon as we had taken the place, the Indiaris 
who belonged to our compaiiy, and had ferved us for 
guides, came up to the town ; for while they heard 
the noife of the guns they were in a great coofterna- 
tion, and dared not approach the palifadoes, but; had 
hid themfelves fo well in a fmall hollow gropnd, that 
the bullets, while we were fighting, flew over thexr 
heads. ' 

Here we found and redeemed the eldeft daughter 
of the king of Darieii, of whom we made meotiop 
abpve ; (h^liad, as it (hould f^enj, bpen forced away 
from her Father's houfe by one of. the gaj* rifon (whi^h 
rape had greatly iucenfed bim agaiiift the Spamar<J) 
and was with child by him. After the fight, the 
Indians deftroyed as niany niiore of the Spaniard^, as 
we had done 1,0 th<i aJTauft, by taking them into, the 
adjoining woodfs, and there {tabbing them to death 
with their lances : but as foon ^ we underftopd this 
their barbarous cruelty, we hindered.; them from tak* 
ing any more put of the fort, where we confined the^i' 
all prifoners. Captain Sawkihs, with a fmall party 
of ten more, jyut himfelf into a canoe, and went dowa 
the river to purfue and ftop^ if it were poffible, thofe 
that had efcaped, wto were the chief of the town and 
garrifon. But now our great ^xpe^tion? of mat- 
fng a huge purchafe of gold at this place being totailly 
vaniflied, we were unwilling to come fo far for no- 
thing, or go back empty handed ; efpecially confidering 
what vaft riches were to be had at no great di/lance 
feom thence.. Hereupon we refolded to go for Panama, 
L 3; which) 
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%¥hich place if we could , take, we were afTured we 
fhould get treafure enough to fatisfy our hungry 
appetite of gold and riches, that city being the recep- 
tacle of all ihe plate, jewels, and gold that is digged out 
of the mines .of all Potofi and Peru. In order to it 
therefore, and to pleafe the humours of iTome of our 
company, we made choice of captain Coxon to be 
our general commander in chief. Before our de- 
parture we fent back what fmall booty we had 
taken here by fome prifoners, arid thefe under the 
charge of twelve of our men, to convey it to the 
{hips. 

Thus we prepared to go forward on that dangerous 
enterprize of Panama. But the Indians who had con- 
dufted us, having gotten from us what knives, fcif- 
fars, axes, needles, and beads they could obtain, 
"would not ftay any longer, but all, or the greatcft 
part of them, returned to their home. Notwith- 
ftanding which, the king himfelf, captain Andraeas, 
captain Antonio, the king's fon, callecf by the Span- 
niards Bonete d'Oro, or king Golden-cap, as alfo bis 
kinfman, would not be perfuaded by their fall- 
ing off to leave us, but refolved to go .to Panama, 
out of the defire they had to fee that place taken 
and facked. Nay, the king promifed, if there 
fhould be occafion, tojoin us with a very great number 
of men. Befides which promifes, we had alfo another 
very confiderable encouragement to undertake this 
jaurney; for the Spaniard who had forced away 
the king's daughter, as was mentioned above, fearing 
left we fhould leave him to the mercy of the In- 
dians, who would have had but little on him, having 
fhewed themfelves fo cruel unto the reft of his com- 
panions, for the fafety of his life, had promifed to 
lead us iiot only into the town, but even to the very 
door of the governor of Panama's bedchamber, and 
that we ftiould take him by the hand, -and fei2;e both 

bim 
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binr and the whc'lc city, before-we (hould be dif- 
covered by the Spaniards, either before or after our 
arrival. 

C H. A P. IV. 

lS)e Bucaniers leave the town of Sojita Maria, and 
proceed by fea to take Panama, The extreme difficid- 
ties, with fundry accidents and dangers of that 
voyage. 



H 



A V I N G been in pofleflion of the town of 
Santa Maria only the fpace of two days, we 
departed from thence on Saturday, April 17, 1680- 
We embarked all in thirty- five canoes and a periaugue 
which we had taken here lying at anchor before the 
town. Thus we failed, or rather rowed down the 
river, in queft of the South-fea, upon which Panama 
is feated towards the gulf of Belona, where we were 
to enter that ocean. Our prifoners, the Spaniards, 
begged very earncftly they might be permitted to ga 
with us, and not to be left abandoned to the mercy 
of the Indians, who would (hew them no favour, and 
whofe cruelty they fo much feared* But we had 
much ado to find a fufficient pumber of boats for our* 
felves, the Indians that left us. having taking with 
tihcm, either by confent or ftealth, fo many canoes. 
Yet notwithftanding they foon after either founS* 
bark-logs, or old canoes, and by that means (hiftcd 
fo well for their lives, as to come al«ngwith U9* 
Before our departure we burnt both the fort, the 
church, and the town, which was done at the 
requeft of the. king, he being extremely incenfed 
againfl it. 

Among thefe canoes it was my misfortune to have 

one that was very heavy, and confequently fluggiflu 

L4 By. 
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By this metos we were left behiod the reft a tittle 
way, our number beiog only four men, befides myfelf, 
that were embarked therdn. As the tide fell, it left 
feveral fhoals of (and naked ; and hence, not knovr- 
iog the true channel amongft fuch variety of ftreams, 
we happened to fteer wkhin a (boal above two miles 
before we perceived our error. Hereupon we were 
forced to lie by till high-water ; for to row in fuch 
heavy boats as thofe againft tide is a thing totally 
impofGble. As foon as the tide began to turn, we 
rowed away in profecudon of our vgyage, and withal 
made what hafte we could ; but all our endeavours 
were in vain, for we neither could find nor overtake 
our coiQpanioos. Thus about ten of the clock at 
nighty it being low water, we ftuck up an oar in the 
river, and ilept by turns in our canoe, ieveral (howers 
of rain falling all night long, with which they were 
wet to the (kin. 

But the next morning, as foon as d<iy appeared, 
we rowed away down the river as before in p^uit 
of our people. Having rowed about two leagues 
we were fo fortuuate as to overtake them ; for they 
had Iain that night at an Indian hut, or embarcodero, 
that is to (ay, landing-place, and had been filling of 
water till then in the morning. Being arrived at the 
pkice, they told us, tha^ we muftnot omit to fill onr 
jars there with water.; otherwife we fhouki meet with 
none io the fpKe of fix days time. Hereupon we 
went every one of us the diftance of a quarter of a 
snik from the embarcadero unto a little pood, to fill 
out wato'iQcalahazas, making withal what hade we 
could back to our caaoe. But when we returned, 
we found not one of our men, they all being departed 
and already got out of (ight. Such is the procedure 
of thefewild men, that they care not in the leaft whom 
they lofe of their company, or leave behind. We 
wore now more troubled in our miods than before, 

feariD? 
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fearing left wfi/houl4 fall iato the famexDisfortune vf ^ 
bad fo lately overcome. 

Hereupon we rowed after them as faft as ve 
poiSbly could, but all ia vain j for here we found 
fuch huge numbers of ids^dsy greater and lefler, a^ 
alfo keys about the mouth oi the rlveri that it was 
npt difficult for us^ who were unacquainted with the 
river, to. lofe ourfelves a fecond time amongft them. 
Yet notwithiland;ng, though with much trouble an4 
toil, we found at lafl that mouth of the river that 
is called by the Spaniards Bocca Cbica, or the little 
mouth. But as it happened, it; \yas npw ypuog flood 
and the ftream ran very violently againft^us; fo thajt 
though we were not above a ftone's caft from th? 
faid month, and this was not a league broad, yet we 
could not by any means come near it. Hence we 
Vere forced to pot afhore, which we did accordr 
ingly till the time of high-water. We haled our 
canoe clofe by the bufties, and when we got out^ w^ 
fiiftened our rope to a tree, which the tide had 
almoft covered ; for it flows here near four fathom 
Seep. 

Asfoon as tide began to turn, we rowed away from 
thence to an ifland, diflant about a league and x 
half from the moutli of the river, in the gulf of Saa 
Miguel. Plere it went very hard with us, whenfo- 
cver any wav^daflied again ft the fides of our ctnoe;. 
fur it was almoil twenty feet long, and yet not quite, 
one foot and a half in breadth where it was at the 
broadeft ; fo that we had juft room enough to fit 
down in her, and^ Bttje water would eafily have both- 
filled and overwheltped us. At tlie ifland aforefaid,. 
we took up our refling-place for that night, thougb 
for the lofs of our company, and the great dangers we.* 
were in, the foirowfulleft night that until then I ever 
experimented in my life : for it rained impetuouflyc 
all night long, infg/nuch that we weie wet from head 
L 5 to* " 
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to foot, and had not one dry thread about us ; neither 
through the violence of the rain, were able to keep 
any fire, wherewith to warm or dry us. The tideeb- 
beth here a good half mile from the mark of high-wa- • 
ter, and leaveth bare wonderful high and fharp- pointed 
rocks. We pafled this heavy and tedious night with- 
out one minute of fleep, being all very forrowflil to " 
fee ourfelvcs fo remote from the reft of our compa- 
nions> as alfo totally deftitute of all human comfort : 
for a vaft fea furrounded us on one fide, and the 
mighty power of our enemies the Spaniards on the 
other ; neither could we defcry at any hand the leaft 
thing to relieve us, all that we could fee being the 
wide fea, high mountains, and rocks ; meanwhile 4>nr- 
felves were confined to an egg- (hell inftead*of a boar, 
without fo much as a few clothes to defend us from 
the injuries of the weather ; for at that time none 
of us had^ (hoe to our feet. We fearched the whole 
key, to fee if we could find any water, but found 
none. 

C H A P. V. 

Shipwreck of Mr. Ringrofe the author of this narra* 
five. He is taken by the Spaniards ^ and miracU" 
loujly by them preferved. Several other accidents 
an^ other ,difajlers which befel him after the lofs of 
his companions^ till he found them again, Defcrip^ 
tion of the gulf of Vallona. 



O 



N Monday, April the i pth, at break of day, we 
haled our canoe into the water again and depart- 
ing from the ifland aforementioned, wet and cold as 
we were, we rowed towards the punta de San Lorenzo, 
or point St. Lawrence. In our way we met with 
feveral iflands, which lie ftraggling thereabouts. 

But 
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But now we were fo hard put to h by the fmallnefs 
of our veflel, and being in an open fea, that it was 
become the work of one man, yea fometimcs of two, 
to cafl out the water which came in on* all fides of 
our canoe. After flrugglingv for fome while witlv 
thefe diiHculties, as we canae near one of thofa 
illands^ a fea came and overturned our boat, by 
which means we were all forced to fwim for our lives ; 
but we foon got to ftiore, and our canoe came turn* 
bling after us. Our arms were faft lafhed to theinfide o£ 
the boat, and our locks as well cafed and waxed down 
as was pofTible*; fo were alfo our car touch-boxes, 
and powder-horns; but all our bread and frefh water, 
was utterly fpoiled and lofl. 

Our canoe being tumbled on fhore by the force? 
of the waves, our firfl bufinefs was to take out andi 
clean our arms. This we had fcarcely done, but we* 
faw another canoe run the fame misfortune at a little 
diflance to leeward of us amongfl a great number oft 
rocks that bounded the iQand. Th? perfotis that 
were cafl away proved to be fix Spaniards of the gar- ■ 
rifon of Sailta Maria, who had found an pld" canoe, 
and had followed us to efcape the cruelty, of the 
Indians. They prefently came, to us, and made usv 
a fire, on which we broiled our meat, and eat It amica- 
bly together. But we were in great want of water, or- 
any other drink to our viftuals,' not knowing in the 
leafl where to get any. Our canoe was thrown up by^r 
the waves to the edge of the water, and th«re wa&>no> 
great fear of its fplitting, as being full fix inches on the 
(ides thereof. But that in which the Spaniards came,. 
fplit itfelf againft therocks, as being old and flender,, 
into a hundred pieces. Though we were thus (hip- 
wrecked and driven afliore, as I have related, yet at : 
other times this gulf of San Miguel is a mere mill-- 
pond for fmoothnefs Df water. . 

LA ^tf 
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My oompaiiy was altogether for retttrning, and to 
proceed no farther, but rather for Gviog amongft the 
IndtanSy in cafe they could not reach the fbipswe 
had left behind cs in the Morthern-fea. But with 
much ado I prevailed with them to go forward, at 
lead one day longer, and in cafe we found not our 
people the next day, that then 1 would be wHl>og to 
do any thing which they Oiould think fit. Thus 
we fpcnt twaoT three hours of the day in confuking 
about our affairsi and withal keeping a man to watch 
and look out on ail fides for fear of any furprtzal by 
the Indians, or other enemies. About the time that 
we were come to a coQcli»rion In our debates, cHir 
watchman by chance fpied an Indian, who, as foon 
as be faw us, ran into the woods. I fent immediately 
two of my company after him, who overtook him, 
aod found him to be one of our friendly Indians. He 
carried them to a place not far dlftam from thence, 
where feven mot^ of his company were, with a great 
canoe which they had brought with them. They 
came, to the place where I was with the reft of rty 
company, and feemed to be glad to meet us on^ that 
iiknd. I aflced them by figns for the main body of 
our company, and they gave me to underiland, thai 
in cafe we would go ^th them in their canoe,wb1ch 
was much bigger than ours, we (hould be up with 
the party by next nioroing. This , news, as may 
cafily be fuppofed, not a little rejoiced our hearts. 

Pidently after this friendly invitation, they afked 
who the. other fix' men were whom they faW in our 
company, for they eafily perceived us not to be all of 
one and the fame coat and Jingua. We told them 
they were wankers, which is the name they commonly 
giv« to the Spaniards, Their next queffion was, 
it they (hould kill th^m* But I anfwered them, no, 
by no means, I would not conffint to have it done. 
With which anfwer they feemed tq be fatisfied for 

that 
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the prefent. But a little while after, my back being 
turned, my^ company thinking they (hould oblige the 
Indians thereby, beckoned to them to kill the Spani- 
ards. With this, the poor creatures perceiving the 
danger that threatened them, made a fad ffirick and 
oatcry, an<l I came time enough to fave all their 
lives; but withal, I was forced to give my confent 
they (hould have one of them to rtiake him their 
flave. Hereupon I gave the. canoe that I came in to 
the five Spaniards remaining, and bid them get away 
and fliift for their lives, left thofe cruel Indians (hould 
not keep their word, ^nd they run' again the fame 
danger they had fo lately efcaped. Ilaving fent them 
away, I refied myfelf awhile, and took a furvey of 
this gulf, and the mouth of the river. 

But now, thanks be to God, joining company with ' 
thole Indians we were got intoa very large canoe, the 
which, for its bignefs, was better able to carry twenty 
men, than our own th&t we had brought to carry 
five. The Indians had alfo fitted a good fail to the faid 
canoe ; fo that having now a frelh ftrong gale of wind, 
v^e fetfail from thence, and made therewith brave" 
way, to the infinite joy and comfort of our hearts, 
feeing ourfelvesfo well accommodated, and fo happily 
rid of the miferies we but lately had endured; We had 
now a fmooth and eafy paflTage, after fuch tedious 
and laborious pains as we had ful&ined incoming fo 
far fince we left Santa Maria. Under the point of' 
St. Lawrence mentioned above, is a very-great ripling' 
of the fea, occafioned by a ftrong current which run- 
cth hereabouts, and which- oftentimes almoff filled' 
our boat with its dafhes, as we failed. This evening, 
after our departure from the ifland where we were' 
caft away, it rained vehemently forfeveral hours, and* 
the night proved to be very dark. About nine of the 
clock that night we defcried two fires on the (Horeof^ 
the continent ovcr-againft us, Thefe fires were no , 
' ' fooner 
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foooer perceived by the Indians of our canoe, but 
they began to (hout for joy, and cry but, captain.^ 
Antonio, captain Andraeas, the names of their Jndiaa'f 
captains and leaders ; and to aflSrm, they were af- 
fured thofe fires were made by their companions- 
Hence they made for the Qiore towards thofe fires 
as faft as they could drive ; but as foon as our canoe 
came amongft the breakers, nigh the fhore, out came 
from the woods above chreefcore Spaniards, with 
clubs and other arms; and laying hold on our. canoe 
on both fides thereof, haled it out of the water 
quite dry ; fo that by this means we were* all fuddenly. 
taken and made their prifoners. Llaid hold of my. 
gun, thinking to make fome defence for myfelf ; but^ 
all was in vain, for they foon feized me between four. 
or five of them, and hindered me from aftion. In the 
meanwhile our Indians leaped over-board, and got 
away very ninibly idto the woods. My companion* 
ftandin^ amazed at what had happened, and the mari- 
ner of our furprizal, I afked them preiently if any o£ 
them could fpeak either French or Englifh,.But they, 
anfwered, no. Hereupon, as well as I. could, I dif- 
courfed to fome of them, who were more intelligent 
than the reft, in Latin, and by degrees came to under- 
fland their condition. Thefe were Spaniards .who. 
had been, turned here alhore l>y our Englifti party,, 
who left them upon this coaft, left by carrying them 
nearer to Panama,, any. of them (hould n^ake their 
tfcape, and difcover our march towards the city. 
They had me prefently after I was takea into a fmall. 
hut which they had built, covered with boughs, and, 
made there great ftiouts for joy, becaufe they had 
taken us; defigning in their -minds to ufe us very 
feverely for coming into thofe pans, and efpccially for* 
taking and plundering their town of Santa Maria, 
' But mean while the captain of thofe Spaniards was 
examining me^ in.came the poor Spaniard ^hat was, 

" . ' come 
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come along with us, and reported how kind I had 
been to him and the reft of his companions, 
by faving their lives from, the cruelty of the; 
Indians. 

The captaia having heard him, arofe from his 
featimmediately and embraced me; faying, thatwc 
Englifhmen were very friendly enemies, and good 
people, but that the Indians were very rogues, and a 
treacherous nation. Withal, he defired me to fit down 
by him, and to eat part of fuch viftuals a^ our com* 
panions had left them when they were turned afliore. 
Then he told me, that for thekindnefs I had (hewed 
unto his countrymen, he gave us- all our lives arid 
liberties, which otherwife he would certainly have 
taken from us. And though^ he could fcarcely be 
perfuaded in his mind to fpare the Indians lives,yet for 
my fake he did pardon them all, and I fliould have 
them with me, in cafe I could find them. Thus he , 
bid me likewife take my canoe, and go in God's 
name; faying withal, he wiftied us as fortunate as 
we were generous. Hereupon I took my leave of 
him. I fearched out, and atlaft found my Indians, 
v/ho for fear had hid themfelves in the buihes 
adjoining to the neighbouring woods, where they- lay 
concealed. Having found them, the captain led me 
very civilly down to the canoe, tfnd bidding my com- 
panions and the Indians get in after me, as they at 
firft haled us aftiore, fo now again they puftied us off - 
to fea by a fudden aid ftrange viciflitude of fortune. 
All that night it rained very hard, as was^ mentioned 
above ; neither durft we put any more afliore a| any 
place, being all along foch as by mariners is com- 
monly called an iron coaft. 

The next morning being come, we failed and 

paddled, or rowed, till about teq of the clock ; at 

which time we efpied a canoe making towards us 

With all fpeed imaginable. Being come up with us, 

' and 
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and in vkw, it proved to be one of oor Englifh com- 
pany, who miftaking onr canoe for a Spanifli pcri- 
aague, was coming in all hade to attack lis. We were 
infinitely glad to meet tbera, and they prefentJy con- 
ducted us to the reft of our company, who were at 
thatinftantcomlngfroma deep bay, which lay behind 
a high point of rocks, where they had lain at anchor 
all that night and morning. We were all mutually 
rejoiced to fee onfe another again, they having givea 
both me and my companions for loft. 

C H A P. VL 

Tie Bucaniers pr(^ecute their voyage till they come 
within fight of Panama. They take feveral barks 
and pr if oners by the way. Are def cried by the 
Spaniards before their arrival. They order the 
J^ians to kill the prijoners. 

t^ROM the place where we rejoined out Engli/h 
^ forces, wd alt made our way towards a high 
hammock of land, as it ajipeared at a diftance, but 
was nothing elfe than an ifl^ndfeven leagues^diftant 
from the bay aforementioned. On the highcft^ part 
' of this ifland the Spaniards keep a watch, or look- 
out (for fo it • is termed by the feamen) for fear of 
pirates, or other enemies. That evening we arrived 
at the ifland, and behig landed, went up a very fteep 
place, tx\iw& came to a little hut where the watchmea 
lodged. We took by furprizarthe old man \i^ho 
watched in the place, but happened not to fee us, . 
till we were got into his plantarie walk before the 
lodge. He told us in his examination, that we were. not 
as^ yet dcfcried by the Spaniards of Panama, or any 
others that be knew; which relation of the old man 
mu<:h encouraged us to'go fotwanj^ withtiur d^fign 

of 
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of furprizing that rich city. This place, if I took its 
nameright, is calledFaroide PlaotaDOs^orm Engliih 
PJantane- watch. 

Here, a little before oight, a certain bark came to an 
anchor at theoutfideof the ifland, tvhichwas infbnt- 
ly defcried by us. Hereupon ^e fpeedily manned out 
two cadoes, who went under the (hore and farprized 
the iaid boat. Harlng examined the perfons that were 
on^ board, we found fhe had been abfent the fpace of 
eight days from Panama, and had landed foidiers at 
a point of land not fardiftant from this ifknd, vMk 
intention to fight and curb certain Indians and n^roes 
who had done much hurt in the country thereabouts. 
The bark being taken, moft of our men endeavoured 
to get into her, but more efpecially thofe v*o had 
the leffer canoes. Thus there embarked thereon 
to the number of one hundred and thirty-fevcn of 
our company, together with that fea-arttft and valiant 
^ommasder, captain Bartholomew Sharp ; with 
him went alfo on board captain Cook, Whotn vft 
ffienriooed at tiie be^ning of this hiflory. There* 
maining part of that night we lay at the key of th6 
faid iftend, with intent to profecute our voyage the 
next day. 

Morning being come, I changed my canoe and 
embarked rayfelf in another, whkh, though it was 
ibmething IdTer than the former, yet was fiirmftied 
with better company. Departing from this ifland, 
we rowed all day long over (hoal water, at thedif- 
tance of about a league from laftd, having fometimeft 
not above four or five feet warer, and white ground : 
in the afternoon we defcried a bark at Tea, and in* 
ftantiy gave her chace : but the Canoe in which wai 
captain Harris happened to come up the firft with her; 
who after a ftiatp difpute took her. Being taken, Wd 
put on board the faid bark thirty men ; but the wind 
wocrid not fuffcr the other bark 10 chacing to comt 

up 
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up with us. This purfuit of the veflel did fo Far 
binder us in our voyage, and divide us afunder, that 
night coming on prefently after, we loft one anothec, 
and could no longer keep in a body together : here- 
upon we laid our canoe aftiore, to take up our reft 
foB that night, at the diftance of two miles, or therer 
abouts, from high water mark, and about for leagues 
to leeward oftheifland Chepillo, to which place our 
courfe was then dircded. 

The next morning, as foon as the water began to 
float us, we rowed away for the forementioned ifland 
Chcplllo, where by affignationour general rendezvous 
was tobe : in our way we efpied a bark under fail, 
as we had done the day before.: captain Coxon*s 
caooeAvas the firft that came up with her; but a' 
fmall breeze freftiening at that inftant, ftie got away 
from him after the firft onfet, killing in the faid canoe 
one Mr. Bull, and wounding two others. We pre- 
fently conjeAured that thl$ bark would get before us 
to Panama, and give intelligence of our coming to 
tbofe of the town, all which happened accordingly^ 
It was two of the clock that afternoon before all 
our canoes could come together, and join one another, 
as was agreed on at Chepillo. We took at that ifland 
fourteen prifoners, between negroes' and mulattos; 
alfo a great ftore of plantanes, and good water, to* 
gether with two fat hogs. But now, believingsthat 
ere this we had been defcried at Panama by the 
bark, aforementioned, we refolved among ourfelves 
to wafte no time, but to haften away from the faid 
ifland, to the intent we might at leaft be able to fur*- 
prize and tdke their ftiipping, and by that means jnakc 
ourfelves mafters of thofe feas, in cafe we could not 
get the town, which we now judged almoft impof^ 
fible to be'done. At Chepillo we took alfo a periaugue 
which we found at anchor before the ifland, and 
grefently we put fome meu on board her : we ftaid 

heie 
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here only a few hourt; fo that about four o'clock 
ia the evening we rowed away from thence, defign- 
ing to reach Panama before the next morning; it 
being only feven leagues between that city and 
CJiepillo : but before we departed from Chepillo, it 
was judged convenient by our commanders, for cer- 
tain reafons, which I could not dive into, to rid 
4heir hands of the prifoners which we had takep ; 
and hereupon o^^ders were.give;^ to our Indians, 
who they knew would" perform them very willingly, 
to fight or rather to murder and flay the faid pri- 
foners . upon the ihore, and that in the view of the 
whole fleet. This they inilantly went about, being 
glad of this opportunity to revenge themfelves upon 
their enemies, though in -cold blood : but the pri* 
foners, although they had no arms wherewith to 
defend themfelves, forced their way through thofe 
barbarous Indians, in fpite of their lances, bow5, 
and arrows, and got into the woods of the ifland^ 
only one man of them being killed. We rowed all 
night long, though much rain fell. 

CHAP. VII. 

They arrive within fight (f Panama^ are encountered 
by three fmall men of war : they fight them with 
only fixty -eight men, and utterly defeat them, taking 
two of the faid vejffeh, Defcription of that bloody 

' fight* They tak^feveraifi^ipsat the ific of Perica 
before Panama, 

^TpHE next morning, which was April 23, 1680* 
-■• that day being dedicated to St, George, our patron 
of England, we. came before fun-i^fe within view^ 
of the city of Panama, which makes a very pleafant 
profpeft to the fea-ward : foon after we faw alfo the 
{hips belonging to the faid city, which lay at anchor 

at 
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at an ifland called Perico, difhot only two leagues 
from Panamai On the aforefaid ifland are feveral 
ftore-hoafes built there to receive the good's delivered 
out of the (hips : at that time there rid at anchor at 
Perico five great (hips, and three pretty big barks, 
called barcos de la armadilla, or little men of war ; 
the word armadilla fignifying a little fleet. Thefe had 
been fuddenly manned out with defign to light us, 
and prevent any farther attempts we (hould make 
upon the city, or coafts of thofe feas. As foon as 
they efpied us, they inftantly weighed anchor, ao'J 
got under fail, coming dii-eftly to meet us. Our two 
perlaugnes being heavy, could not row fo fafi: as wc 
that were in the canoes^ fo that we were got a pretty 
way before them : in our five canoes (for fo many 
we Were in company) we had only thirty-fix meni 
and thefe but in a very unfit condition to fight, as 
being tired with fo much rowbg, and fo few in 
number, In comparifori of the enemy that came 
againft us. They failed towards us direftly before 
the wind, infomuch that we feared left they (hbu!d 
run us down before it : hereupon we rowed up into 
the wind's eye, as the featnen term it, and got clofe 
to the windward of them. Meanwhile we were doing 
this, our lefler periaugue came up with us, in which 
were thirty-two more of our company ; fo that we 
Were in all fixty-eight men that were engaged in the 
fight of that day ; the king himfelf being one of our 
number^ who was in the periaugue aforementioned. 
In the veflel that \^as admiral of thefe three men of 
war, were fourfcoure and fix Bifcaniers, who have 
the repute of being the beft mariners, and alfo the 
beft foldiers amongft the Spaniards. Thefe were all 
voluntiers, whotrame defignedly to fliew their valour, 
under the command of don Jacinto de Barabona, 
who was high admiral of thofe feas. In the fecond 
were feventy-fevcn negroes, who were commanded 

by 
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t)y an old and (lout Spaniard, a native of Andaluiia 
in Spain, named don Francifco de Peralta. In the 
third and lad were fixty-five meftizos, or mulattos or 
tawny-moprs, commanded by don Diego de Cara- 
baxal: fo that they were in all two hundred and twen- 
«ight. The commanders had flrift orders givea 
them, and their refolutions were to give quarters to 
none of the pirates or bucaniers : but fuch bloody com- 
mands feldom profper. 

Captain Sawkins's canoe, and alfo that wherein I 
was, were much to leeward of the reft ; fo that the 
ftiip.of don Diego deCarabaxal came between us two, 
and^fired prefently on me to whidward, and on hitn 
to leeward, wounding with thefe broadfides four mea 
iniys canoe, and one in that I was ia: but he paid fo. 
dear for his paflage between us, that he was not quick 
in coming about again, and making the fame; way ; for 
we killed with our fir ft volley, feveral of his men 
upon the decks : thus we got alfo to windward, as 
the reft were before. The admiral of the armadilla, 
or little fleet, came up with us inftandy, fcarce giving 
us tim^ to charge, thinking to pafs by us all with as 
little damage as the firft othis (hips had done : but 
as it happened, it fell out. much worfe with him, 
for we were fo. fortunate as to kill ;thc man at the 
helm ; fo that his ftiip ran into the wind, and her 
fails lay a-back. By this means we had time to come 
all up under her ftern, and firing continually into 
his vefTel, we killedall that came to the helm ; befides 
which flaughtcr, we cut afunder his main (heet and 
brace with our fhot. Now alfo the third veflel, in 
which captain Peralta was, was coming to the aid of 
their general ; hereupon captain Sawkins, who had 
changed his canoe, and was gone into theperiaugue, 
left the admiral to us four canoes (for his own was 
quite difabled) and met the faid Peralta: between 
him and captain Sawkins the difputc was very hot, 

lying 
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lying aboard each other, and both giving and receiv- 
ing death as fiaft as they could charge. While we 
were thus engaged, the firft (hip tacked about, and 
came up to relieve the admiral; but we perceiving 
it, and forefeeing how hard it would go widi us, if 
wefhould be beaten from the admirars ftern, deter- 
mined to prevent his defign : hereupon two of our 
canoes, to wit, captain Springer's and my own, flood 
off to meet him : he made up dirediy towards the 
admiral, who flood upon the quarter-deck, waving 
unto him with a handkerchief fo to do ; but we en- 
gaged him fo clofely in the middle of his way, that 
had he not given us the helm, and made away frona 
us, we had certainly been on board him :* we killed fo 
many of the men, that the veflel had fcarce men 
enough left alive, or unwounded, to carry her off; 
yet the wind now blowing frefli, they made (hift to 
get away from us, and fave their lives. 

The veffel which was to relieve the admiral being 
thus put to flight, we came about again upon the ad-* 
miral, and all together gave a Ipud halloo, which was 
anfWered byour men in the periaugue, though at a 
diftance from us. At that time we came fo clofe 
under the ftern of the admiral, that we wedged up 
the rudder ; and withal killed both the admiral him- 
felf and the chief pilot of his fliip ; fo that now rhey 
were almoft quite diPabled and dilheartened likewife, 
feeing wh'at a bloody maflacre we had made among 
them with our fliot. Hereupon, two thirds of his 
men being killed, and many others wounded, they 
cried for quarter, which had feveral times been of- 
fered them, and as floutly denied till then. Captain 
Coxon boarded the admiral, and took with him cap- 
tain Harris, who had been (hot through both his 
legs as he boldly adventured up along the fide of 
■ the fliip. This veffel beipg thus taken, we. put on 
7 board 
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toard her all our wounded men, and inftantljr 
manned twa of our canoes to go and aid captain Saw- 
kins, who now had ,been three times beaten from on 
board Peralta, fuch valiant defence hacf he made: 
and indeed, to give our enemies their due, no men 
ip the world did^even^^more bravely than thefe 
Spaniards.. ^^H|B^. 

Thus coming j^BBV^^'* P^ralta's fide^ wc 
gave him a full vcM^of mot, and expefted to have 
the like return froi^im again ; but on a fudden; we 
iaw his men blown up that were abaft the mart, 
fome of them falling on the deck, and others into 
the/ea. This difafter was foon perceived by .their 
valiant cagtain Peralta; but he leaped overboard, 
and, in fpke of all our ftiot, got/everal of th^m 
into the fhip again, thotigH he was n\uch burnt in 
both his hands himfelf. But as one misfortune 
feldom Cometh alcne, meanwhile he was recovering 
thefe men, to reinforce his (hip withall, and. renew 
the fi^ht, another jar of powder took fire forward, 
and blew up fevenal others upon the forecaftle. 
Among this fmoak> and^nder the opportunity thereof, 
captain Sawkins laid them on board, and 'took th^ 
(hip: Soon after they were' taken, 1 went on board 
.captain Peralta, to fee what condition they were in; 
and Tndeed fuch a mifcrable fight I never faw in my 
life ; for there was not a man, but was either killed, 
• dcfperately wounded, or horribly burnt with powder; 
infoihuch, that their black fliins were turned white 
in feveral places, the powder having torn it from 
their flefh and bones. Having compaffionated their 
mifery, I went afterwards on board the admiral, to 
obferve likewife the CQndition of his (hip and men : 
here I faw what did afl:oni(lime, and will fcarcely be 
believed by any, but ourfelves who faw it : there we 
refoundon board this (hip but twenty-five men alive, 
whofe number before the fight had been fourfcore 

and 
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and fix, as was faSd above ; fo that tfareefcore and 
one^ oat of fo foiaHaQainbery were deftroyed in the 
battle: but, what Is more> of thefe twenty-five 
nseiit only eight cS them were able to bear arms, 
aD the reft being defperately wounded, and by their 
wounds totally difaUed to make any refiftance, or ^ 
defend thecpfelves. Their blood ran down the decks 
in wholeJlreams, and fcarce one place in the (hip was 
found that was free from blood. 

Having pofleflcd ourfelves of thefe two armadilla 
vcflfels, or Kttk men of war, captain Sawkins aflced 
the prifoners, how many' men there might be on 
board thegreateftfliip that we could fee ffonvthence, 
lying in the harbour of the iQaptd of Perico above- 
iD«ntioned| as alfo in the others that were fome- 
thing fmaller. Captain Peralta hearing thefe queT- 
tions, difTuaded him as much as he could from 
attempting them ; faying, that in the biggeft alone, . 
there were three hundred and fifty men, and that 
he would find the reft too well provided for defence 
againft his fmall number. Gut one of his men, who 
lay dying upon deck, contradiAed him as he was 
fpeaking, and told captain Sawkins, there was not 
one man on board any of thofe fhips that were in 
view ; for they had all been taken out of them to 
fight us, in thefe three veflels called the armadilla, 
or little fleet. Unto this relation we gave credit, as 
proceeding from a dying man ; and fteeringourcourfe 
to the ifland, we went on board them, and found, 
as he had faid, not one perfon there. The biggeft 
of thefe (hips, which was called La Santiflima Tri- 
nidad, or the Blefled Trinity, they had fet on fire, 
made a hole in her, and looftned her fore- fail. But 
we quenched the fire with all fpeed, and ftopped 
the leak. This being done, we put our wounded 
men on board her, and made her for the prefent our 
hofpital. 

Having 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Having furveyed our own lofs, we found eighteen 
gf our men were killed in the fight, and twenty-two 
wounded. Thefe three captains againft whom we 
fought were enecmed by the Spaniards the valiaat^ft 
in all the South-feas: neither was their reputation 
nndefervedy as may eafily be inferred from the relaiioa 
we have given of this bloody engageoient. As the 
third (hip was running away from the fight^/fhe 
met with two more coming out to their afliftance; but 
withal, gave themfo little encoiirageraent, that thtfjr 
returned back, and dared not engage us. We began 
the fight about half an hour after fun-ri(c, and by 
nopfi had finilhed the battle, and quite overcome 
thecriiw Captain Peralta, ^hile he was our prironoe^ 
would often breakout into adniiration^ of ourvaloup^ 
and ray» ^ Surely, we EngUftimen Vjrtre the vaKantiftft 
^Jmen io the whole worldp who deflgned always to 
'^iifight open, whilft all other nations invented all 
f iJhe ways imaginable to barricade themfelves,- and 
y jfighi as clofe as they could.' And yet notwiith- 
Aanding, we killed mor« of our enemies • than they 
ofus. ' * . 

^ Two days after our engi^enient, we buried 
captain Peter Harris, a brave and flout foldler, and 
a valiant Engltlhman, born in the county of Kent, 
whofe death we very much lamented : he died of the 
wounds he received in battle ; and befides him only 
one man ; all the reft of our wounded men recovered. 
Being now come before Panama, I enquired of Don 
Francifco de Peralta, pur prifonei', many.thii^ 
coocerning the ftate and cgnditipn of thi^ city, and 
4he neighbouring country; andhe fatis£e4 cnpia 
manner following. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Defcripthn rf tifeftnte and condition of Panama, and 
the farts aijatint. What vtfffils they took while 
they bhckedup the faid port. Captain Coxon with 
feventy mpre returns hme. Sawkins is chofin in 
€hief. 

'TpHE fkmoas city of Panama is fituate in the 
• ^ latitude of nine degrees i)orth. It ftands in a 
deep bay. In the Sonth-fea. It is round in. form, 
:«xceptil^ only that part where it runs along thefea- 
£de. fonnerly it flood four miles more caflcrly, 
when it was taken- by fir Henry Morgan ; bot being 
then burnt/atid tfaf^ times more fince that accident^ 
they remdfed it to the place where it now ftands. 
^NotWlthftanding* there are fome poor people iliH 
inhabiting the okl town ; and the cathedml chorch 
isftill there, which makes a fair (hew at a diOanc^, 
tiot unlike that of St. Paul's at London: This new 
city of which I now fpeak, is much bigger than the 
old ofee Was, and is biiilt for the moft pan of brick, 
the reft being btfilt of ftone and tiled. As for the 
churches belonging thereto, they'are not as yet finifhed ; 
they are eight in number, the chief whereof is called 
*Santa Maria. This city is better than a mile and a 
half in length, and above a mile in breadth : the 
lioufes for the mbft parf are three ftories high . It hath 
two gates belonging toit,and is well walled round, ex- 
cept only %yhere a creek cometh into the city, which 
tit high- water letteth in barks, to furnifli the inhabi- 
tants with all forts of proviftons and other necef.^ 
faries. Here are always three hundred of the king's 
ibldieis in garrlfon ; befides which number, their 
xnilitia of all colours are iico. But when we ar- 
tiTed theri?, moft of thtir foldlers were out of town ; 
3 infomuch 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BucANiER«, fcfr. of America. 26jr 

infomuch that our coming put the rell into great 
confternation, they having had but one n'lghfs notice 
of our being in thofe fcas. Hence we were induced 
to believe, that had we gone aftiore inftead of fight- 
iQg their (hips, we had certainly rendered ooFfi^Jveai 
mafters of the place ; cfpecially cQ^rfidering that a^ 
their chief linen were on board the admiral ; I mean 
fuch as were undoubtedly the beft fcJdiers^ Kouodi 
about the city, for the fpace of feven leagues, or iberc^ 
abouts, all the adjacent country is Savann^, ^% they 
catt it in the Spaniih language, that is to &y|)laia 
and level ground , as fmooth as a fheet ; only here and 
there is to be feen a fmall fpot of woody land. Thil 
level ground is full of Vacadas, or Beef Stations^ 
where whole droves of cows and oxen are kept, which 
ferve as fo many look-outs, or watch-towers, to defcry 
if an enemy is approaching by land. The ground 
whereon the city now ftands, is very dampaad jaipift, 
which renders the place unhealchfuK The wat^r is 
alfo full of worms, which are very prejudicial to 
(hipping ; and this \% the caufc that the king's fliiR^ 
lie always at Linia, the capital of Peru, unlef^twhf^ 
they conic down to Panama to bring the king's plate.; 
which is only at fuch times as the fleet of galleoni 
^ome from Old Spain to fetch and<:onv(^U thither^ 
Here, in one Jiour after our arjriva), we found worms 
of three quarters of an inch in length, both ia <?u^ 
bed-clothes and other apparel. 

At the iflands of Perico above-mentipned, we 
feized in all five -(hips : of thefe, the firll and bigc^^ 
was named, as was faid before, the Trinidad, j^iijl 
was a- great (hip, pf the burden of 400 tons ; b^ 
lading confifting of wine, fugar, fweetmeats (where*- 
of the Spaniards in thofe hot countries make infinite 
•ufe) (kins, and foap. The fccond (hip was about 
300 tons burden, and not above halt laden with 
$ar3 of.iro£|, which i? one of the rkheft commodl-' 
Ms ^ 
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ties that are brought into the South-Sea. This 
vcflel we burned with the lading in her» becaufe the 
Spaniards pretended not to want that commodity^ 
and therefore would not redeem it. The third was 
laden with fugar, being of the burden of 1 80 tons, 
5>r thereabouts. This veflel was given to captain 
Cook. The fourth was. an old fhip of 60 tons, laden 
\vlth flour or meal. This (hip we likewife burnt 
with her lading, cfleeming both bottom and cargo 
at that thne to be ufclefs to us. The 6fth was a 
jfelp of 50 tons, which, with a periaugue, captain 
CoxoD took along with him when he left us. 

Within two or three days after our arrival at Pa- 
tiama, captain Coxon being much didatisfied with 
feme refleftions caft upon him by our company, de- 
fermined to leave us, and return back to our /hips 
in the northern feas, by the fame way he came ; and 
perfuaded feveral of our company, who fided moft 
with him, and had had the chief hand in bis elec- 
tion, to fall off from us, and bear him company in 
his journey, or march over land. The main caufc 
-of thofe refleftions was his backwardnefi in the laft 
engagement with the Armadilla ; concerning whiclx 
point forae ftuck not to brand him for a covyard. He 
^rew off with him to the number of 70 of our men, 
"Who ail returtied back with him in the (hip and 
>periaugue above-mentioned, towards the mouth of 
the river of Santa Maria. In his company went alfo 
J)ack the Indian king, captain Antonio, and don 
Andreas, who, being old, defired to be excufed 
from ftaying any longer with us. However, the 
king defired we would not be lefs vigorous in an- 
noying their enemy and ours, the Spaniards, than 
if he were perfonally prefent with us. And to the 
intent we might fee how faithfully he did intend to 
deal with us, he at the fame time recommended 
.both his fon and nephew to the care of captain Saw- 
kins, 
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Vins, who was now our newly chofen gcnera^l, or 
commander in chief, in the abfence of captain Sharp. 
The t\^o Armadilla fliips, which we took in the 
engagement, we burnt alfo, faving nothing of either 
of them, but their rigging and (ails. With them 
nlfo we burnt a bark that came into the port ladea 
with fowls and poultry. 

On Sunday, April the 25th, captain Sharp with 
his bark and company came in and joined us agaUu 
His abfence was occafioned by want of water, which 
forced him to bear up to the king's idands. Being 
there, he found a new bark, which he prefetitly 
took, and burnt his old one. This veffel failed ex- 
cellently well. Within a day or two after the ar- 
rival of captain Sharp, came in likewife the people 
of captain Harris. Thefe had alfo taken another 
bark, and cut down the mails of their old one by 
the board ; and thus without mafe or fails tutned 
away the prifoners they had taken in her. The 
next day we took another bark, that came from Nata, 
being Jaden with fowls ais before. In this bark we 
turned away all the meaneft prifoners we had oc^ 
board us. 

Having continued before Panama for the fpace of 
ten days, being employed in the affairs before-men- 
tioned, on May the ad, we weighed from the ifland 
of Perico, and flood off to another iflaod,. dillanit 
two leagues farther from thence, called Tavoga. 
On this ifland flands a town Which bears the fame 
name, and confifls of a hundred hotifes, or there- 
abouts. The people of the town were all fled, jfec- 
ing our veflels arrive. While we were here, iome 
of oifr men being drunk afliorc, happened to fet fife 
to one of the houfes, the which coAfumed twclvp 
lioufes more before any could get afhore to quen(;ii 
it. To this ifland came feveral SpanKh merch^n^t;^ 
from Panama, and fold ud what commodities we 
M 3 seeded 
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needed, buying alfo of ns much of the goods we had 
taken in their own veflcis : they gave us likewife 
*2oo pieces of eight for each negro we could fpare 
them, of Aich as were our priioners. From this 
Wand we could eafily fee all the veffels that went out, 
or came into the port of Panama ; and here we took 
Kjvewife feveral barks that were laden with fowls. 

Eight days after our arrival at Tavoga, we took 
a (hip that was cpming from Truxillo, and bound 
for Panama. In this vefTcl we found 2000 jars of 
wine, 50 jars of gunpowder, and 51,000 pieces of 
eight. This money had been fcnt from that city 
to pay the foldiers belonging to the garrifon of Pa- 
nama, From the faid prize we had information 
given that there was another fhip coming from Lima 
with 100,000 pieces of eight more ; which (hip was 
TO fail ten or twelve days after them, and which 
they faid could not be long before flic sirrived at Pa- 
nama. Within two days after this intelligence we 
took alfo another flup laden with flour from Truxillo, 
belonging to certain Indians, Inhabitants of the fame 
phice, or thereabouts. Tjiis prize confirmed what 
the firfl had told us of that rich (hip, and faid/as the 
ethers had done before, that Ibe would be Uiere ia 
the fpace of eight or ten days. 

White we lay at Tavoga, the prefident, or gor 
vernor of Panama, fent a oaefTage by fome merchants 
t6 us, to know what we came for into thofe parts ? 
To this meflage Captain Sawkios made anfwer, 
** TJiat we came to affift the king of Darien, who 
^ Was the true lord of Panama, and all the country 
^ theitabouts ; an^ that Cnce we were come (o far, 
"^ it was to reafbn but that we ftiould have (bm^ 
** fhtlsf^Aibn. So that if he pleafed to fend us 
"too pieces of eight for each man, and one thou- 
*^ vsxtA for each commander, and not any farther 
^ to aojaby the Indian?^ but fuffer them to ufe their 
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**'. owo . power and liberty, as became the true and 
•* natural lords of the country, that then we would 
"i defift from farther hoftilities, add go away peace* 
'* ably; oth^rwife that we fhould ftay diere, and 
" get what we could, canCng them what damage 
^Vwas poffible/'i By the merchants aHb that went 
and came to Panama, \ve underftood there lived 
then as biihop of Panama, one who had formerly* 
been bifliop of Santa Martha, and who was prifoner 
to captain Sawkins, when he took the faid place 
about &Mr ox.&wt years pia£V# The captaia having 
received, thii intdligence; f<»pt two loavei of fuga^^ 
to the bifhop as a prefent. The next xJay the mer- 
chant who carried them^ returning to Tavoga, 
brought the captain a gold ring: for a retaliation of 
his faid prefent. And withal, iw brought a mef- 
fage to captain Sawkins from the prefident above- 
mentioned, |0. know farther of bim^ fincewewere 
Ejngli&meja,. ** From whorn weha4 ^ur cwuniffion^ 
'* and to iv^o^ he ought to complahi tor the da- 
•* mages w^ had already done them ?" To this 
jneflage captain Sawkins fent ^c|^ for ^ apfwer, 
" That as yet all bis company were not come to* 
•' gether; but that when they were come up, we 
'^ would coMe and viUt him at Pamriia^ 'andl>iing 
*< ourcommiflionf on the muzzles of our guns, at 
'< which time he fhould read theih aa ]^ia as tbo^^ 
*\ flame of gunpowder could nis^ them:" 

At this ifland of Tavc^a,' captaia Sawkiat ^woiiNI 
fjsdn have fhud longer to wait for the ricE fliip above-' 
mentioned that was coming from Peru^ but our 
i&ea were fi> importunate for ktOx viAuab, that no 
reafon could rule them, nor thdr own' iateidl per« 
faadeitOeffl to any tfalag that migM coi^fiee to ttus^' 
porpofe. H^eupon; May" die tyki^ iffa wSghieA* 
andhoi:, ^4 feiled ftom dikabe tKr^ttesiU^d'^ 
- . ' M 4, Oto<Bie: 
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dtoque. Being arrived there, we lay by it^ whHe 
our boat went afhore, and fetched off fowls, hogs, 
and other things occeflary for foilenance. Here I 
fini(hed a draught, comprehending firoin point Ga« 
rachine, to the bay of Panama, &c. 

From Otoqne we failed to die ifland of Cayboa, 
which is a place very famons for the fifhcry of pearl 
thereabouts, and is at the diftance of eight leagues 
from another place called Puebla Nueba, on the 
Main. In our way to this iHand we loft two of 
our barks, one whereof bad fifteen men In her, and 
the other feven. Bdng arrived, we caft anchor at 
the faid ifland. . 



C H A P. IX. 

Cuftaln SawkifjSt chief commartdcr of the Bucaniers, 
•is kilied before Puebia Nueba. The^* ure repvlfed 
from the place. Caftahx Sharp chofen to be tneir 
' ieader. Many more of their company leave them, 
' and return home over land, ' 



WHILE we lay at anchor before Cayboa, oar^ 
two chief commanders captain Sawkins and 
captaia Sharp, taking with them 60 men or there** 
abouts, wetit in captain Cook's (hip to the mouth* 
of the river,: wheit^Puebla Nueba is fituated. The 
day of thi^raAion, as I find it quoted in my jonmat, 
was May ^ad, 1680. When they came to the ri- 
ver's momb« they put themfelves into canoes,, and 
were pilotted» up the river towards the town by a 
lyjgFo, : whoi Wft$ ode of our^prifobers. I was chofea ' 
to be concQKoedia this aflion, but happened not to^ 
Uui^ bdog^cominaaded «o cemain in captain pook*t 
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Uiip, while they, went up to aflault the town. But 
here the inhabitants were too well provided for the 
reception of our party : for at the diftance of a mik 
below the town, they had cut down great trees, 
and laid them crofs the liver, with defign to hinder 
the coming up of any boats. In like manner, ou 
(hore before the town itfelf, they had raifed three 
ftrong breaft works, and madeot;her things for their 
defence. Here therefore captain Sawkins running 
up to the breaft-works at the head of a few men, 
was killed : a man who was as valiant and coura- 
geous as any could be, and likewife, next to captain 
Sharp, the beft beloved of all our company, or the 
moft part thereof. Neither was this love unde- 
ferved by him ; for we ought juftly to attribute to 
him the greateft honour we gained In our engage- 
ment before Panama with the Spanifh Armadilla, 
Efpecially, confidering that, as hath been faid above^ 
captain Sharp was by accident abfent at the time 
of that great and bloody fight. 

We that remained behind on board the (hip of 
captain Cook, carried her within the mouth of the 
river PiiebJa Nueba, and entered clofe by the Eaflr 
ftiore, which 4s crowned with a round hill. Withint 
two flone's caft of fiiore, we had four fathom water. 
Within the point opens a very fine and large river, 
which falls from a fandy bay, at a fmall diftance 
from thence. But as we were getting in^ being 
ftrangers to the place, we unwittingly ran our fhip 
on ground near a reck which lies on the weft ward 
flioie ; for the true channel of the faid river ^nearer 
to the Eaft than the Weft (hore. With captain 
Sawkins, in the unfortunate aJTauIt of this place,, 
there died two men more, and three were wounded 
in the retreat, which they performed to the canoes* 
m pietty good order. In their way down the riverr 
ciptain Sharp took a (hip, whofe lading confifted of 
M 5: indigo^ 
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"^adigOy otto, . mantecoy or batter and pitch ; and 
Kkewife burnt two vcflels more, as being of do va- 
lue. With this he returned on board onr (hips, 
being much troubled iu his mind, and grieved for 
the lofe of fo bold and brave a partner in his adven- 
turer, as Sawkins had conftanrly (hewed himfclf to 
be. His death was much lamented, and occafioned 
anbdher party of our own men to mutiny, and leave 
us, reluming over land, as captain Coxon and his 
company had done before. 

Three days after the death of captain Sawkins, 
captain Sharp, -who was now commander in chief* 
gave the (hip which he had taken in the river of 
Puebla Nueba, and which was of the burden of loo 
tons, or thereabouts, to captain Cook to command 
land fail in; ordering withal, that the old veflcl 
which he had, Ihould go with thofe men that de- 
figned to leave us ; their mutiny, and our diflraflioa 
being -now grown very high. Hereupon captain 
ShJirp coniing on board la Trinidad, the greateft of 
our (hips, a(ked our men in full council, who of 
ihem were Villing to go^ ot ftay and profecute the 
defign captain Sawkins had undertaken, which was 
to "remain in the South-fea, and there to make a 
complete voyage ; after which he intended to go 
home round about America, through the Streights 
of Magellan. He added withal, that he did not as 
yet fear or doubt in the lead, but to make each man 
who Ihould (Vay with him, worth i ooo pounds, by 
the fruits he Sloped to reap of that voyage. All 
thofe who hay remained after the departure of cap- 
tain Coxon, for love of captain Sawkins, and only 
to be in liis company, andunder his conduA, think* 
ing thereby to mnke their fortunes, would flay no 
longer, but prefled to depart. Among this num* 
ber 1 acknowledge royfelf to have been one, as being 
tetally defirous in my mind to quit thofe hazardous 

adventures^ 
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itcTventures, and returh homewardi Td company of 
thofe who were now going to. leave us ; yet htxng 
much afraid and averfe to truft myfelf among, wiW^ 
Indians any farther, I chiofe rather to ftay, thoflg^ 
unwillingly, and venture on that long and dangeroti#: 
voyage. Befides the danger of which Indians, 1 coi- 
fidered that the rains were now already up, andifr 
would' be hard parting fo many gullies, which h& 
neceffity would then be full of water, and cpnli- 
quently create more than one fingle peril to theua* 
dertakers of that journey ; yet notwithflanding^ dj 
men of our company were rcfolved to encounter all 
thefe hardftiips, and to leave us. Hereupon thiy: 
took tji^ir leave of us, gpd returned homewards, 
' taking with them the Indian king's fon, and the reft of 
the Indians for their guides over land. They had^ 
as was faid above, the (hip wherein captain Cook. .. 
felled, to carry them : and out of our |>rovifiDn a»^ 
much a§ Would ferve for treble their number. 

On the laft day of May they left us employed in* 
taking in water and cutting down wopd, at the 
Hlandof Cayboa before- mentioned, where this mutiny 
happened. Here we caught very good tortoife, andk 
red deer: we killed alfo alligators^ of a. very large- 
/iztf, feme of them being above twenty feet in length,. 
But we could not find btit thatt they were very fear- 
ful of a man, and would fly from us very haftilvr 
when w<3 hunted' them. This ifland - lieth South- 
•fouth-caft from the mouth of the river above-men- 
trioned. On the South-paft fide of the ifland is va 
* flioal or fplt o£ fand, which ftretched itfelf the fpace of 
quartcr of a league into the fea. Here therefore juOt 
within this fhoal, we anchored in the depth of fout- 
teen fathom water. The ifland on this fide there- 
of malicth two great bays, in the firil of which wer 
•watered^ at a certain pond not diftant above th«: 
coft. of a £k>ne up fpomu the bay, In^ this gondl as H 

ML 6. 
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vas walluog my(^, and ftaadi^g aoder a MaDza- 
nilla tree, a finall ihower of rain happened to fall 
on the tree, and from theoce dropped on my (kin : 
tbefe drops caufed me to bre^ out all over my body 

^into red fpots, of which I \yas not well for the fpace 
of a week after. Here I eat very l^rge oyfters, the 
biggeft that ever I eat in my life; infomucb, that I 

. was forced to cut them into four pieces, each qaar* 
. ter of them being a good mouthful^ 

Three days after the departure of the mutineers, 
captain Sharp ordered us to burn the (hip that I bad 
hitherto (ailed in, only out o£ defign to make ufe of 
the iron-work belonging to the faid vcflTcl. Withai 
^e put all the flour that v^as her lading into the 
iaft prize taken in the river of Puebla Nueba ; and 
captain Cook, as was faid before, was ordered to 
ccvnmand her; but the men belonging to his com- 
pany would not fail any longer under his command. 

*Hqfeupon he quitted his veflel, and came on boacd 
our admiral, the great (hip above-mentioned, called 
La Trinidad, determining to rule over fuch ua* 
ruly company no longer. In his place was put John 
Cox, an inhabitant of New England, who forced 
kindred, as was thought, on captain Sharp, out of 
old acquaintance, in this conjuncture <rf time, only 
to advance himfdf : thus he was made, as it were, 

. vice-admiral to captain Sharp. The next day three 
oF our prifoners, viz. an Indian, who was captain of 
a (hip, and two mulattos, ran away from us, and 
made t-hcir efcape. 

After this it was thought convenient to fend cap* 
tainPeralta prifoner in the admiral, on boai'd Mr^ " 
Cox's (hip: this was done to the intent he might 
not hinder the endeavours of captain Juan, who was 
commander of the money (hip we took, mentioned 
HI the ifland of Tavoga ; for this man had pron^ifcd 
to do great things lor us^ by piloting and conduft- 
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.ing us to fevcral places of gfcat riches; but more 
efpecially to Guayaquil, where, he faid, we might 
lay down our filver, and lade our veffel with gold. 
This deiign was undertaken by captain Sawkins, 
and had not the headftrongncfs of his men brought 
faim to the ifland of Cayboa, where he loft his life, 
he had certainly effected it before now. That night 
we had fuch thunder and lightnings, as I nerer heard 
before in all my life : our prifoners told as, that k 
thefe parts it very often caufed great damages^ both 
by fea and land ; and my opinion gave me to be- 
)ieve, that our main-maft received fome damage on 
this occafiODi. The rainy feafon being now entered, 
the wind for the moft part was at N. W. though not 
witbont fome calms. 

CHAP. X; 

Yhey depart f mm the ifland <f Qxybott to the ijle (f 
Corgma^ where they careen their vejfels. Defcrip- 
ii^n of this ifle. They refolve to go and plunder 
Aricay leaving their defign <f Guayaquil. 

HAVING got in all things aeceflary for failin^^ 
we were iiow in a readinefs to depart, on 
Sunday June 6th, 1680. That day we had fome 
rain fell, which now wa^ very frequent in all thofe 
jJaces. About five o'clock in the evening we fet 
fail for the ifland of Cayboa, with a fmall breeze, 
the wind being at S. S. W. Our courfe was £. S» 
by £. and S. £. After failiog two days, with little or 
no wind, on the third, about fun rifing, wedefcried 
Quicara, which at that time bore N. W. by W. 
from us, at the diftanc^ of five leagues, or i^ere- 
abouts. 

Thefe are two feveral iflands, whereof the feaft 
h to the ff^uthward of the other. The land isa 

low 
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low table land,; they are above three leagues ia 
length. 

Thurfday, June loth, we faw many tortcMfes 
iSoating upoQ the Tea ; hereupon we hoifted out our 
boat, and came to one of them, who offered nfot to 
ftir until (he was ftruck, and even then not to fink 
to, the bottom, but rather w fwim away: the fea 
hereabouts is very full of fevcfal forts of firti, as 
ikdphins, bonites, albicores, mullets, and old wives, 
&c« which came fwinuning about our (hip in whole 
(hoals. The next day, which was Friday, our Spa- 
nilb priftxicrs iafoimed us, we mull not exp€<fl any 
fettled wind until we came within the latitude df 
three degrees t for aH ailong the weftern (hore 6f 
thefe feas, there is little wind ; which U the caofe 
that thofe (hips that go from Acapulco to the iflands 
called de las Philippinas, do coaft along the (hore of 
California, umil they get into the height of forty- 
five degrees; yea, fometimes of fifty degrees lati- 
tude. As the wind varied, fo we talked fcverat 
times, thereby to make the bed of our way that was 
po(rible to the (buthward* 

As our pii(bners had informed us, fo we found it 
by experience : for failing two days with fmall wind, 
and much raia,-^June ijihj about live in the morn- 
ing we defcried land, which appeared all along ta 
be very low^ and likewife fulh of creeks and bay^;. 
our pilot not kno'^^ing what land it was, we called 
Mr. Cox on board tts> who brought captain Peraha 
with him ; this gentleman be4ng <a(ked, preferitly 
told us, the land we (aw was the land of Barbacoa, 
being almbft a wild country all over : wrthal, he id- 
formed us^ that to the leeward of us, at the diftance 
of ten leagues^ or thereabouts, did lie an iflaud 
called by the name ofGorgona; the which ifland, 
be faid, the Spaniards did (hun, and very feldotn 
Acame near it, ^yreafon of the inodlailt «nd con- 
tinual 
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tiooal rains tliere falling, fcarce one A^y in the year 
being dry at that place. Captain Sharp having 
heard this information of captain Peralta, judged the 
faid ifland might be the fitteft place for our com- 
pany to careen at ; confidering that if the Spaniards 
did not frequent it, we might in all probability lie 
there undefcried, and our enemies the Spaniards, in 
the mean time, might think we were gone out of 
thofe feas* At this time it was, that I ferioufly re- 
pented my flaying in the South-Seas, and that I did 
not return homewards in company of them that went 
before_ us : for I knew and coutd>afily^erceive that 
by thefe delays the Spaniards would gain time, anil 
be able to fend advice of our coming to every port 
all along the coaft, fo that we (hould be prevented 
in all, or moft of our attempts and deTigns where- 
foever we came. But thofe of our company, who 
had got money by the former prizes of this voyage, 
overfwayed the others who had loft all their booty 
at gaming. Thus we bore away for the ifland afore- 
faid of Gorgona. 

On the main land over againft this ifland of Gor- 
gona, we were told by our prifoners, that up a great 
lake is an Indian town, where they have a largi 
quantity of fand grains of gold : moreover, that 
five days fail up a river belonging to the faid lake 
dwell four Spanifti fuperintendants, who have each 
of them the charge of oveifeeing fifty or fixty Indians 
who are employed ia gathering the gold which flip* 
peth from the chief colleftors, or finders thereof i 
thefe are at leaft threefcore and ten, or fourfcore 
Spaniards, with a great number of .flaves belonging 
to them, who dwell higher up than thefe four fuper^ 
intendants, at the diftancc of twenty-five or thirty 
days fsdiing on the faid river. Thar once every year 
at a certain feafon, there comes a veflel from Lima^ 
%be capital dtjofPeru, to fetch the gold that isga^ 

thcrii 
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thered here; and withal, to bring tbcfe people fach 
oecellaries as they want : by land it Is full fix weeks 
travel from thence to Lima. The main land to wind- 
ward rf this ifiand is very low and full of rivers; 4II 
along the coaft it rains extremely : the ifland is dif- 
tant from the continent only four leagues. 

Captain Sharp gave this ifland the name of Sharp*s 
Iflc, by reafon wc careened at this place, .We an- 
chored on the South^iide of it, at the niouth of a 
very fine river, which there difgor^th itfelf into the 
Tea ; there belong to thh ifland about thirty rivers 
and rivulets, all which fall from the rocks on the 
feveral fides of the ifland : the whole circumference 
thereof is about three leagues and a half, being all 
high aod mountainous land, excepting only on that 
fide where We caft anchor. Here th^efore we moored 
our (hip in the depth of eighteen or twenty fathom 
water, and began to unrig the veflel : but we were 
^ four or five days fpace before we could get our fails 
dry, fo as to be able to take them from the yards^ 
there falling a fliower of rain almoft every hour^ 
day and night : the main land to theeaft of the ifland,. 
and fo flretching northwards, is extreme high and 
towering, and withal perpetually clouded, excepting 
only at the rifing of the fun, when the tops of thofe 
hills are clear. From the South-fide of this ifland 
where we anchored, we could fee the low land of 
the^Bain, at lead a point thereof, which lieth neareft 
to the ifland : the appearance it roaketh, is> as if it 
were trees growing out of the water. ^ 

Friday, July 2d, as we were heaving down our 
fliip, our mainmaft happened to crack; hereupon our 
carpenters were obliged to cut out large fi(hes and 
>£ih it, as they term it. 

The next day after the mifchancc of our mainmafV, 
we killed a fnake fourteen inches thick, and eleven 
feet long. Abo«t the diflance of a league from thia 
: ifland 
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ifland runs a ledge of rocks, over which the water 
continually breaks ;,thc ledge being about two miles, 
or thereabouts, in length Had we but anchored 
but half a mile more northerly, we had rid in much 
fmoother water ; for here the wind came in upon* 
us in violent gufts. While we were there, from 
I3ih, to July 3d, we had dry weather, which waa 
cfteemed as a raiity by the Spaniards, our prifo- 
ners. Every day we faw whales and grampufllr, 
who would often come and dive under our (hip ; 
we fired at them feveral times, but our bullets re- 
bounded from their bodies. Our choice and beft 
provifions here were Indian conies, monkeys, fnakes, 
oyfters, concks, periwinkles, with fome other forts 
of good fifh, add a fe\v fmall turtle. Here we alfo 
caught a floath, a beaft well deferving that name, 
given it by the Spaniards, by whom it is called Pereza, 
from the Latin word Pigritia. 

At thik ffland died Joieph Gabriel, a Spaniard, 
born in Chili, who Was to have been our pilot to 
PanaAi^-; he was the iame mao who had (kien and 
married the Indian king's daughter, as was motioned 
above : he had all along been very true and faithful 
to us, in difcoverifig/ev^rar plots and confpiracies of 
our prifoners, cither to get away, or deftroy us. His 
death *was occafioned by a cafenture, or malignanl 
fever, which killed him after three days ficknefs, hav- 
ing lain two days fenfelefs. During the time of our 
ilay' at this ifland, we lengthened our top-fail yards, 
and got tip top-gallant mods ; wemadc tv\no flay- fails, 
and refitted our (hip very well ; but we wanted 
provifions extremely, as having nothing coniiderable 
of any fort, but flour and water. Being almoft 
ready lio depart,: capmin Sharp our cam^lander ga^ 
us to: unrderfiaDd, he had changed his refolutiorf, 
coaceriuhg tbedeTign of going to Guayaquil, for he 
Ihdugbt it'wooidbe in vain t)o.go thither, confider- 

ing 
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ing that in all this tlme.wemuft of necefliiy lia'^fc 
been dcfci ied : yet, notwithft;inding he himfelf be- 
foie had perfuaded us to ftay. Being very doubtful 
among ourfelves what courfe weibould take,^ a certain 
old man who had a long time failed among the 
Spaniards, told us he could carry us to a place called 
Arica, to which town, he faid, all the plate was 
brought down from Potofi, Chuquifaca, and fevcral 
other places within land, where it wa§ digged out 
of the mines ; and that he doubted not but we 
might get there at lead two thoufand pound a ipan, 
by way of booty ; foi- all i-he plate of the South-fea 
lay there, as it were in ftore, being depofited at, thi 
laid place till fuch time as thefhip$ fetched it aw^iy. 
Being mo7ed with ibefe reafons, and having 
deliberated thereupon, \«c refolved in the end to go 
to the faid phce. At this' iflaijd of Gorgona afor&r 
mentioned, we likewifi? took down our round-l)oufe 
coach, and all tb^ high carved work belpoging to. the 
fternof the (Kip : for wheo WK>ofc h^r from tfee Spa* 
(liards before Panams^ ft^ wa$ a$ high a^,auy ihlrdr 
rate ^f ia Eogland* 

C H A P. XI. 

T!%e Buamlers depart from the yU ^ Gorgona^ nuith 
defign to plunder Arica, They lofe one another by 
the way. They touch at the ifle of Plate or Drake* s 
I/le^ where they meet again ? defcription of this 
ifle. Some memoirs of Sir Francis Draie^ They 
fail as far in a fortnight, as the Spaniards ufuaUyt 
^ m three Months^ - 

jT^N Suaday, July 25, in ibeafternooB, vlX thingr 
^^ being now in a readinefs for our departure^ wc 
dkt fail,, and flood 'away from the ifland of Gorgona^ 
or Sharp's Ifle, with a finali breeze which fem^ us 

at 
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at N. W. but as the fun went down, our breeze 
leflcned by degrees into a pcrfecH: calm ; yet we 
could perceive that our* (hip began to fail much 
better fince the takin]^ down her round-houfe, and 
and the other alterations which we made in her. 

Next day about two o'clock in the morning, we 
had a land breeze to help us, which lafted for the 
fpace of fix hours ; and again in the evening we had 
another. This day the Spaniards, our prifoners, 
told us, in common difcourfe, that in moft parts of- 
this low-land coalt they find threefcore fathom, water. 
The third night, about ten o'clock, captain Sharp 
ordered me to fpeak to captain Cox, to go about and 
lUfd off from the fliore, for he feared he would 
come too near it : but he replied, he knew well, 
that he might ftand in till two o'clock. The next 
morning early, being cloudy and quite calm, we 
faw him not, and notwithftanding at eight o'clock 
it cleared up, neither then could we set fight of 
him ; from hence we concluded, and 10 it proved, 
that we had loft him in the dark, through his ob<» 
ftinacy in ftanding in too long, and not coming about 
when we fpoke to him. Thus our admiral's fhip^ 
was left alone, and . we. had not the company of 
captain Cox again/ till we arrived at tlie Ifle 
of Plate, where we had ihe good fortune to find 
him again, as (hall be mentioned hereafter. Th# 
weather being clear this morning, we could fed 
Coi^ona, at the diftance of at leaft fifteen or fix- 
leen leagues to the eaft-north-eaft. 
. Thurfday, July 29, 1680, about four in the 
afternoon we canve within fight of the ifiand del 
Gallo, which I guelTed to be sigh twenty ^cight 
leagues diftaot frpm that of Gorgona, the place o( 
our departure, S. W. 

The next day, being July 30, the wiod.bleur 
irery fre(h and briflc, infooiuch that we were in feme 

fear 
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fc^r for the heads of our low mafls, as being very 
fenfible that thty were but weak : about three or 
four in the afternoon we faw another iiland, fix or 
fcven leagues diAant from Gallo, called Gorgonilia. 
All the main land hereabouts lieth very low and flat, 
and is in very many places overflown and drowned 
every high water. This day, and the night before 
it, we loft by our computation three leagues of our 
way, which I believe happened by reafon we flood 
out too far from the land, as having flood off all 
night long. 

Auguft the firft, which was Sunday, we 4iad a 
▼cry frcfti wind, at W. S. W. with feveral fmall 
ihowers of rain. Mean while we got pretty wel! 
to windward, by making fmall trips to and fro : 
which we performed moft commonly by flandiog 
in xhtic glafles, and as many out. 

The next day, Auguft the 2d, in the morning, 
we came up to the high land of San lago, where 
beginneth the high land of this coaft. We kept 
at the diftaoce of teo leagues from it, making con- 
tinual (horr trips, as was mentioned before. 

Wednefday, Auguft the 4ih, we continued ftill 
running in the wind's eye» as we had dqne for two 
days before. In the afternoon we difcovered three 
hills at E. N. £. of our fhip, which make the land 
•f San Matteo. That evening alfo we fslw the Cape 
of San Francifco. 

• Tburfday, Auguft the 5th, we being.then about 
the Cape, it looked very like Beachy-head in Eng* 
land : it is full of white cliffs on all fides. The 
land tomeih off here to the caftward of the fouth, 
and maketh a lars^ and deep bay, the circumference 
whereof is full of pleafant hills. In the bite of the 
bay are two high and rocky iflands, which rcpre- 
fisnt ekaAly two fliips with their fails fall. We 
^ere now come out .of the rainy couDtries into a 

pleafant 
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pleafant and feir region, where we had for the moft 
part a clear iky, and dry weather ; only now and 
then a foiall mift, which would foon vanifti, Mean 
while a great dew ufed to fall every night, which 
fuppllcd the dcftO of rain. 

Oil Sunday, Auguft the 8th, we came clofe under 
a wild and mountainons country, and faw Cape 
Pafiiio, at the didance of ten leagues, or there- 
abouts, to windward of us. Ever linee we cr.me 
on this fide Mangrove Point, we obferved^a wind- 
ward current did run along as we failed. Under 
fliore and lower towards the pitch of the Cape, the 
land is full of white clifFs and groves. 

The next dny we had both a fair daj^ and a frefh 
wind to help us on our voyage. We obfervcd that 
Cape PaflTiio maketh three points, between whith 
are two buoys. The leewardinoil of the two is 
three leagues long, and the other four. Adjoin* 
ing to the bay is a pleafant valley. Our priibuers 
informed us, that northward of ihefc Capes live cer- 
tain Indians who fell maize and other provifions to 
any fhips that happen to coae in there. The Cape 
itfelf is a continued clifF, covered wiih fcvcral forts 
of ihrubs and low bti&cs. Under thefe cliffs lies a 
fandy bay foity. feet deep. The Spaniards fliy that 
the wind is always here between the S. S. \V. 
and W. S. W. 

Tucfday, Augr.fl: the loth. This morning the 
flcy was fo thick and hazy, that we could nor fee 
the high land, though it were ju/1: before us j but 
as foon as it cleared up, w^ flood in towards the 
land, till we came within a mile of the (liore. 

Auguft the 1 1 th. We found ouifelves N. N. W^ 
from Monte dc Chrifto, being a very high and round 
hill. From thence to windward is fcea a very 
pleafant country, -with fpots here and there .of 
%ioQi^ land; which caufes the countiy aU over to, 

• * look 
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look like fo many cnclofares of* ripe corn-fields. TTo 
leeward of the faid hill, the land is all high and 
billy, with white cliflfs at the fea fide. The coaft 
Tons S. W. till it reaches a point of land, within 
which is the port of M^nta. This port is a fettle- 
ment of the Spaniards and Indians together, where 
ihips that want provifions put in, and arc furnifhed 
with fcv^ral neccflaries. About fix or feven leagues 
to windward of this port is Cape St. Lawrence, 
butting out into the fea, in form of the top of a 
church. As we failed we faw multitudes of gram- 
ipnifes every day, as alfo water fnakes of divers 
colours. Botfi the Spaniards and Indians are very 
fearful of thefe fnakes, as believing there is no cure 
for their bitings. 

This day before night we came within fight of 
Manta. Here we faw the houfes of the town be- 
longing to the port, which were not above twenty 
or thirty Indian houfes, lying under the windward 
and the mount. We were not willing to be dcfci ied 
by the inhabitants of the place, and hereujwn we 
flood ofFio fea again. 

On Thurfday, Auguft the 12th, in the morning, 
we faw the ifland of Plate at S. W. at the diftance 
of five leagues or thereabouts : it appeared to us to 
be a plain country. Having mhdc thii: ifland, we 
4*efolved to go thither and reht oyr rigging, and g^t . 
fome goats which there run wild up and down the 
country. Fur, as was faid before, at this time we 
had no other provifion but fiour and water This 
day feveral great whales came up to us, and dived 
under our fliip. One of thefe whales followed our 
ililp from t\s'o in the afternoon till dark night. 

The next morning very early, about fix of the 
clock, we came under the aforefaid ifle of Plate ; 
and here unexpeftedly; to our great joy, we found 
at anchor the ihip of captain Cox, with his whole 

companj 
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t:<;Mnpnny (whom we had loft at fea for x\it fpace oi' 
a whole fortnight before) who bad arrived there 
four days before us, and were juft ready to fail 
thence. About feven we came to an anchor, and 
then the other \^^A fent us a live tortoife and a 
goat to feal> upon that day ; telling us withal of 
great ftore of tortolfes to be found afliore upon the 
bays, and of much firti to be caught hereabouts. 
The ifland is very Iteep on all fides ; infomuch that 
there is no landing, but only j at the N. E. fide 
thereof; where is a gully, near which we anchored 
in twelve fathom water. Here, at the difiance of a 

*a furlong, or little more from <he ihore, is a crofs 
ftill (landing, ercA^led at the firA difcovery of it by 
the Spaniards. No trees are to be found on the 
whole idimd, only low ihrubs, on which the goats 
feed, which ere liere very numerous. The (hore is 
bold and hard, neither is there apy water to be 

.found upon it, fave only the S W. fide, where it 
cannot be come at, being fo invironed by the rocks, 
and too great a feu hindeiing the approach by boats. 
This ifland received its name from gi.r Francis 
Drake, and his famous actions. For It is reported 
that he here-made the dividend of that vaft quan* 
tity of plate, which he took in the Armada of thi^ 
fea, diftributing to each man of his company by 
whole bowls full. The Spaniards affirm to this 
day, that he took at that time twetvcfcore tons of 
plate, and fixteen bowls of coined money a man ; 
his number being then forty-five men in all ; infornuch 
that they were forced to heave much of it overboard, 
becaufe his (hip could not carry it all. Hence this 
ifland w^as called by the Spaniards the Ifle of Platc^ 
from this great diviilend, and by us E>rake's-Ifle. 
• Ail along as we failed, we found the Spanifh 

j;>!lot to be very ignorant of the coafls. Btit they 
plead i« excufe for their ignorance^ that, the mcr-% 

chants 
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chants either of Mexico, Lima, Paoama, or other 
parrs, who employ them, will not intriift one penny- 
worth of goods on that man's vcflTel that corks her, 
for fear (he fhould mifcarry. Here our prifoners. 
told uslikewifc, that in the time of Oliver, Crom- 
well, or the Commonweilth of England, a certain 
(hip was fitted out of Lima with feventy brafs 
guns, having on board her no lefs than thirty mil- 
lions of dollars, or pieces of eight. All which 
vad fumof money was given by the merchants of 
Lima, and fent, as a prefent to our gracious king 
(or rather Jiis father) who now reigneth, to fupply 
him in his exile and didrefs. But that this great 
«nd rich (hip was loft by keeping along the fhore 
in the bay of Manta above-mentioned, or there- 
abouts. The truth whereof is naxich to be qucf- , 
tioned. 

At this Jlland we took out of Mr. Cox's (hip, the 
old Moot who preraided he would be our pilot to 
Arica. T'his was done left we (hoii'.d have the raif- 
fortune of iofing the company of Cox's veflcl, as 
we had done before, our Ihip being the biggeft in 
burden, and having the greatdl number of men. 
Captain Peralta oftentimes admired that we were 
gotten fo fiir to the windward in fo little fpacc 
of time; whereas they had been, he faiJ, many 
times- three or four months in reaching to this dif- 
tance from our depnture : but their long and tedi- 
ous voyages, he added, were occafionei by their 
keeping at too great a diftance from the (hore. 
Moreover he told us, that had we gone to the 
ifluRds of Galapagos, as we were once determined 
to do, M«e had met with many calms and curre?its, 
in which many (hips have been loft, and never heard 
of more. This i^\k\^ of Plate is about two leagues 
in length, and very full of deep and dangerous bays» 
as alfo.fuclv as ^c cail Gullies in thefc parts. 

We 
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We caught at this ifland, and fahed a good num- 
ber of goats andtortoifes. One man (landing here oa 
a little b^y, in one day turned feventeen tortoifes; 
beiides which "number, our Mufqueioftrikers brought 
US in feverai more. Captain Sharp our commander 
fhewed himfelf very ingenious in ftriking them, he 

{>erforming it as well as the tortoifc-ftrikers them- 
elves. For thefe creatures have fo little fenfc of 
fear, that they offer not to fink from the fifhermen, 
but lie ftill till they are (truck. But we found that 
the tortoifes on this fide were not fo large nor fo 
Iweet to the tafte, as thofe on the north-fide of 
the ifland. Of goats we have taken, killed, and 
falted above a hundred in a day, and that with eafe. 
While we Hayed here we made a fquare main- top- 
fail yard. We cut alfo fix feet of our boltfprit, 
urid three feet more of our heady Moft of the 
time we remained here we had hazy weather ; only 
now and then the fun would happen to break our, 
and then (bine fo hot, that it burnt the fi^in ofTthe 
nccki of feverai of our men ; as for me, my lips 
wercbnrnt fo that they were not well in a whole 
vcck' after. 

C H A P. XII. 

Capiain Sharp and his company depart from the 
ijland of Plate, in profecution of their voyage to* 
wards Arica. They take two Spani/b veJfeU by 
the nijayj and get intelligence from the enemy. 
Eight of their company dejlroyed at the ijle of 
Gallo. Tedioufnefs of this voyage, and great 
hard/hip they endured. 

TjAving taken in provifions and other neceJIaries 

. ^^ we could get at -the ifle^of Plate, we fet faU 

from thence, Tuefday the 17th of Auguft, i68o. 

Vol.. I. N ig 
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in profccatioa of oar voyage and defigns above* 
meotiooed, to uke and plander the vadly rich 
town of Arica. This day we (ailed fo well, as we 
did Ukewife feveral days sifter, that we were forced 
to lie by feveral citnes, befides prefEng our topfails, 
to keep oar other (hip company, left we fhould lofe 
her again. 

Next morning, about break of day». we found 
ourfelves at the diftance of feven or eight leagues 
to the weftward of the ifland, from whence we 
departed, fiandiog W. by S. with a S. by W. wind« 
We were feveral limes this day forced to ftay for the 
other vcBql belonging to our company. 

The day following we continued likewife a weft 
courfe all the day long. Hereabouts we obferved 
very great ripltngs of the fea. 

Auguft the 20th. We found ftill that we gained 
^ very much of the finall (hip, which did not a Uitle 
both perplex and hinder us in our courfe. 

The next day I finUhed two quadrants .; each of 
which were two feet and ^ half radius. Here we 
had in like manner, as hath been meotioned oa 
other days of our failings, very many dolphins, and 
other forts of fi(h fwimming about our (hip. 

On the morning following we faw again the iftand 
of Plate at N. E. 

The (ame day, at the diftanoe of (ist leagues, or 
thereabouts, from the faid idand, we faw another 
iftand called Splango- This ifte lies clofe in by the 
main land. This day Ukewife we found that our 
leflfer (hip was ftill a great hindrance to our failing, 
as being forced to lie by, and ftay for her two or 
three hours every day. We found likewife, that the 
farther from (hore we were, the lefs wind we had all 
along; and that under the (hore we were always 
fore of a frefli gale, though not fo favourable as we 
covid have wi£ed. Hitherto we had ufed to fiand 

off 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



oif forty leagues, and yet ndrwithfhnditig, in the 
fpace of fix. days, we had not got alxrtFe ten leagues 
on our Toyage fixHn the place of our departure. 

Auguft the 23d. This day, at S. by W. and 
about fix leagues diftance from us, we dcfcried a 
long and even hill ; I took it to be an ifland, and 
conjeifturcd it might beat leaft eight leagues diftant 
from the continent; but afterwards we found it 
was a point of land adj«nifig to the main, and is 
railed Pcxnt St. Helen, being conduued by a piece 
of land which Ueth low, and in fcveral places is 
^Imoft drowned from the fight, {o that it cannot be 
fcen two leagues diftance. In this low laod the 
Spaniards have convenience for making pitch, tar 
fait, and fome other things, for which purpofe they 
have fevcral hoofes here, and a friar who ferveth 
them as then- chaplain. From Soljuigo to this place 
are reckoned eleven leagues, or thereabouts. The 
land IS hereabouts indifferent high, and is likewifc 
full of bays. We had this day very little wind tt> 
ixelp us in our voyage, except now and then a blaft 
Thefe fomedmcs would prove pretty fair to us, and 
allow us for fome little while a fbuth conrfe • but 
t>ur chiefeft courfe was S. E. by S. ' 

Here we found no great current of the fea to 
move any way. At the ifle of Plata before de- 
fcribed, the fea ebbs and flows nigh thirteen feet 
pcrpeaiicular. ^About four leagues to leeward of 
this pokit St. Helen is a deep bay, having a key at 
the mouth of it, which takes up the better part of 
its wideneffo In the dcepcft part of the bay on 
(horc, we faw a great finoke, which was at a vUfeM 
belonging to the bay ; to which place die people 
were removed fi-om the poiat above-mentioned. 
Hereabouts it is all along a very bold ihore At 
i^nee of die clock in the afternoon, we tacked 
wowt to clear owiclscs of the pomt, Bc^ng now 
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a fittle way withoat the point, we fpied a£ui, whicK 
we coDodved to be a bark ; hereppoa we hoifled 
oat oar canoe, and fent it in purfuit of her, which 
made direAIy for the (hore. But the fail proved 
to be nothing but a pair of bark-logs, which ar- 
riving on (hore, the men fpread their fails on the 
fand of the bay to dry. Ac the fame time there 
came down upon the /hore an Indian on horieback^ 
who hallowed to our canoe which had followed the 
logs. But our men fearing to difcover who we wen^ 
in cafe they went too near |he (hore, left the de(jgn, 
and returned back to .us. In thofe parts the Indians 
Jiaye no canoes, nor any wood fit to make them of. 
Had we been defcried by ihefe poor people, they 
would in all probability have been very fearful c^ 
us : but they offered not to (Ur, which gave us to 
underfland, they knew us not. We could perceive 
from the (hip a great path leading to the liills. So 
chat we believed this place to be a look-out, or 
watch place, for the fccurity of Guayaquil. Be- 
tween four and five we doubled thef)o»nt, and then 
we defcried the point Chonday» at the diAance of 
£x leagues S. S. £• from this point. 

Tuefday, Auguft 24th, at noon we took the 
other (hip wherein captain Cox failed into a tow, 
fhe being every day a greater hindrance than another 
to oar voyage. Thus about three in the aftemooa 
we loft (ight of land, in ftanding over for Cape 
Blanco : here we found a ftrong current move to 
the S. W. the wind was at S. W. by S. our courfe 
being S. by E. At the upper end of this gulf, 
which is framed by the two capes above-mentioned, 
flands the city of Guayaquil, beinjg a very rich - 
place, and the embarcadero, or f^-port to the 
great city of Quito. To this place likewife many 
of the merchants of Lima ufaally fend the money 
ihey de(iga for Old Spain in barks, and by that 

meaM 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Bi/CANt£RS» 6?r. of Amerkai igj 

Bieans fare the cuAom that otheFwifc they (hoald 
pay to the king, byicarryii^ it on board the fleet. 
Hither comes m«ch gold mm Quito ; and very 
good, atid ftrong bro^-cloA» together with images 
for the ufe of churches, aad feveral other things of 
coufiderable value: but more efpecially.cocoar nut, 
Nt^hereof choccdate is made, which is fuppbfed here 
to be the bcft m the whole univerfe. The town of 
Guayaquil confiAs of about one hundred and fifty 
great honfes, asd twice as many little ones: this 
was the town to which captain Sawkins intended 
to make bis voyage, a^ was mentioned above Whea 
fliips of greater borthea come into this gulf, they 
anchor without Lapina, and then put their lading 
into lefler vefleU to carry it to town. Towards the 
evening of this day a fmall breeze fprung up,, 
varying frbm point to point : after which, about 
Dine o'clock at night we tacked about, and ftood 
offatfea, W. by N. 

As foon as we had tacked, we happened to fpy a 
(ail N N. £• from us: hereupon we inftantly caft 
pff our veflH which we had m tow, and ftood 
Tound about after them : we came very near the 
veffel before they faw us, by feafon of the darknefs 
of the night; as foon as they efpyed us they im- 
mediately clapt on a wind, and failed very weli 
before us ; infomuch, that it was a pretty while 
before we could come up with them, and within 
call : we haled them in Spanifh, by means of an 
Indian prifoner, andjcommand^ them to lower 
their top-fails. They anfwcred, they would fooa 
make us to lower our own. Hereupon we fired feveral 
guns at thena, and they as thick at us again with 
their harquebufles-; thus they fought for the fpace 
of half an hour, or more, and would have done it 
longer, had we not killed the man at the helm ; 
ifter whom«, nooe of the reft dared to be ^ hardj 
N 3 aa 
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as to tike bis place. With aootber of our (hot vire 
cat 10 pieces and difabied their main-top hallards ; 
hereopon they cried out for qaarter, \ifhich we gave 
thein» and entered their Ihip. fidng poflUIed of 
the Teflely we foand in her five*and«ihirty men, (^ 
which number twenty-four were natives of Okt 
Spain s they had one-and-tMrty^ fire arms on boa)rd 
thefliipfor their defence. They had not fought 
us, as they declared afterwards, but only out c? a 
braTadOl baring promifed on fhore fo to do, in cafe 
they met us at fea. The captain of uhb Teflel was 
a perfon of quality; and his* broti^er, fince the 
death of don Jndnto de 'Barafaonk, killed in the 
engagement before Panama, wa^noW made adn^iral 
of the fea armada: with him we took alfo, in this 
bark, five or fix other perfons of quality. They did 
us, in this %ht, though (hort, very great damage ki 
our rigging, by cutting it in pieces. Befides which, 
they wounded two of our men : and a third man 
was wonnded by the negligence of one of our own 
ifteo, occafioaed by a piftol, which went cff unstd* 
vifedly. About 'eteven o'cioi:k this night we fiobd 
off to the weft. 

The next mornings about break of day, we 
hoifted out our canoe, and went aboard the bark 
which we had taken the night before : we put on 
board our own (hip more of the prifoners taken io 
the fame vedei, and began to examine them, to get 
what intelligence we could from them. The cap- 
tain of the veflel, who was avery civil and meek 
gentleman, fatlsfied our defires in this point very 
cxaftly, faying, • Gentlemen, I am now your pri- 

• foner of war by the over-ruling providence of 

• fortune ; and moreover, am very well fatisfied 
« that no money whatfocVer can procure my ranfom, 
« at leaft for the prefent, at your bands : hence I 

• am perruaded> it is not my interefl to tell you a 
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lye ; which if I do, I defire you to punifli me as 
fevercly as you ftiall think fit. We heard of your 
taking and deftroying our armadilla, and other 
ftttps of Panama, about fix weeks after that en- 
gagement, by two feveral sharks which arrived 
here from thence; but they could not inform us 
whether you defigned to come any farther to the 
fouthwarrf; but rather, defired we would fend 
them fpeedily all the help by fea that we could : 
hereupon, we fcnt the noife and rumour of youc 
being in thefe feas to Lima, defiring they would 
expedite what fuccoors they could fend to join, 
with ours : we had at that time in our harbour 
two or three great (hips, but all of them very 
unfit to fail 5 for this reafon, at Lima, the vice- 
roy of Peru prefied three great merchant fliips, 
into the biggeft of which he put fourteen brafs 
guns ; into the fecond ten ; and in the other £3; r 
unto thefe be added two barks^ and put fevep 
hundred and fifty foldierson board them all : of 
this number of men, they landed cight-fcore at 
Point St. Helen ; all the reft being carried dow;» 
to Panama, with defign to fight you there; s 
befides thefe forces, two other men of war, bigger 
than the afore-mentioned, are flill lying at Liin9» 
and fitting out there with all fpeed to follow anjd 
purfue you : one of thefe men of war is equipped 
with thirty-fix brafs guns, and the other with 
thirty. Thefe (hips, befides their complement ot 
feamen, have four hundred foldiers added to them 
by the vice-roy. Another man of war belonging 
to this number, and lefler than the afore-mentioned, 
is called the Patache; thisfliip carries twenty-four 
guns, and was fent to Arica to fetch the king's 
plate front thence ; but the viceroy having re- 
ceived intelligence of your exploits at Panama, fent 
N 4 < for 
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' for this (hip back from thence in fadi haile, that 
' they came away and left the money behind them: 
' hence the Patache now lies at the port of Catlao, 
' ready to fail on the firft occafion. or news of your 
' arriVal thereabouts ; they having for this purpofe 

* fent to all parts very (triA orders to keep a goo^ 

* look-out on all fides, and all places along the 
' coaft : fince this, from Manta th^ fent us wordt 

* that they had feen two (hips at fea pafs by that 
' place : and from the Goat-Key alfo we heard, that 
' the Indians had feen you, and that they were af- 
' fured, that one of your yeflels was the fliip called 

* La Trinidad, which youliad taken before Panama, 

* as being a ihip very well known in thefe feas : 

* from hence we concluded that your defign was to 

* ply and make your voyage thereabouts : pow this 
' bark wherein you took us prilbners, being bound 
' for Panama, the governor of Guayaquil fent us oat 

* before her departure, if poffible, to difcoveryou.; 
' which if we did, we were to run the bark on (hocB 
' dnd get away, or elfe to fight you with the/e (bl« 
' diers and fire arms that you fee. As foon as we 

'* heard of your being in thefe feas, we built, two 
' forts, the one of fix guns, and the other of four, 
' for the defence of the town. At the laft muftqr 

* taken in the town of Guayaquil^ we had there 

* eight hundred and fifty men, of all colours ; but 

* when we came out, we left only two hundred 
*"and fifty men that were aftually under arms/ 
Thus ended the relation of that worthy gentlemaa. 
About noon that day we unrigged the hprk whicl\ 
we had taken, and then funk her. Then we ftood 
S. S. E. and afterwards S. by W. and S. S. W. 
That evening we faw Point St. Helen at the north 
half caft, at the diftancc of nine leagues or thcrc- 
^j>onts* 

The 
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The «ext day, being Aoguft 26th, id the morni 
ing. wc ftood fouth; The next day we reckoned op 
all our pillage, and found it amounted to 3776 
pieces ef dght, which was accordingly divided into 
fiiares amongft us. We alfo puni(h^ a friar, who 
was chaplain to the bark afore-^meotioned, and (hoc 
liim upon the deck, caftlng him over-board before 
he was dead : fuch cruelties, though I abhorred 
very much in my heart, yet here was I forced to 
hold my tongue and not contradift them, as having 
no authority to overfway them. About ten o'clock 
this morning we faw land again, and the pilot faid 
we were fixtecn leagues to leeward of Cabo Blanco : 
Hereupon we flood off and in, clofe under the fhorei 
which- appeared to be all barren land. 

Thcmormng following we had very little wind r 
(o that we advanced' but flowly all that day : to 
windward of us we could perceive the continent to- 
be all high land, being whitifh clay, full of white 
elifis. This morning, in common difcourfe, our 
prifoners acknowledged they had defttoyed ont 
of our lilde barks, which we loft m our way ta 
the iiland of Cayboa. They ftood away, as it ap>- 
peared by their information, for the Goat-Key,: 
thinking to find us there, as having heard • captain 
Sawkins fay, that he would go thither. On their 
lyay thejr happened to- fall' in with the ifland of 
Gallo, andunderftlianding its weaktief&by their Indiaiv 
pilot, they ventured on fnore, and took the place j 
carrying away three white women in their company. 
But after a fmall time of cruifing, they returned- 
again to the afore-mentioned ifland, where . they 
fiayed the fpace of two or three days ;; after which* 
they went to fea a^in. Within three or four days 
they came to a little key four leagues diftant from- 
this ifle. But while they had been out and in thus 
fevcval' timesj^ one of their prifoners made h^s efcape 
N 5 to 
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to the main, and bropgbt off from thence fifty men 
with fire*ann8. Thefe placing themfeltes in amborr 
cade^ at the firft volley of their /hot Jktlled. fix ^ 
the feven men that belonged to the bark. The 
other man that was left took quarter of the 
enemy ; and be it was that difeoveredoiar deJign Ofxxi 
the town of Guayaquil. By an obfexvation which 
was made this day^ we found onrfelves to be in the 
latitade of 3 D. 50 S. At this time our prifoners 
told OS, there was an embargo laid on all the Spanifh 
ihips, commanding them not to ftir ont of the ports, 
for fear of falling into our hands. 
. Saturday^ Aognft the 28 th. ^ This moronig we 
took out all the water, and moft part of the flou^ 
that was in captain Cox's veflel : haviog done this, 
we made a hole in the veflel, and left her tp fink, 
with a fmall old canoe at her Aern. To leeward 
of Manta, a league from (hore, in eighteen fathom 
water, there runs a great cunfeot outwards. About 
deven in the forenoon we weighed anchor, with 
•wind at W. N. W. turning it out. Our number was 
sow 140 men and boys, and 55 prifoners, all now. 
in one and the fame bottom. This day we got fix 
or feven leagues in the wind's eye. 

All the day following wc had a very flrong S. S. W. 
wind, infomuch that we were forced to fail with 
two riffs in our main- top fail, and one alfo in our 
fore-top*fail. Here captain Peralta told us, that 
the firft place which the Spaniards fettled in thefe 
parts, after Panama, was Tumbes, now to leeward 
of U6 ; that there a priefl went aOiore with a 
erofs in his hand, while ten thoufand Indians gazed 
at him ; being lauded, there came two lions out o£ 
the woods, and after them two tygers, on the backs 
of whom the prifeft having gently laid the crofs,; 
they fell down and worihipped it ; which gavefuch « 
tefUmony to the truth of thechriftiaareiigiony thatthc^ 

Indians 
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Indians foon embraced the fame. About four in the 
evening we came abreaft the cape (Cape-Bianco) 
which 18 the higheft part of all. The land thert* 
abouts appeareth to be barren and rocky. 

Were it not for a windward current which runs 
under the (hore hereabouts, it were totally impoffibie 
for any ftiips to get about this cape, there being fuch» 
a great current to the leeward in the offing. In the- 
laft bark which we took, of which we fpoke in ih\^ 
chaipter, we made prifoner one Nicholas M(M*eno, a^ 
Spaniard by birth, and who was efleemed to be a-, 
very good pilot of the South-Sea. He was coa* 
flnually prailing the failing of our (hip, which he 
faid was efpeciaily occafioned by the alterations we 
made in her. As we went along^ we obferved 
many bays between this cape and point Parina, o£ 
which we (hall make mention hereafter. 

In the night the wind came about to S. S. E. amK 
we had a very ftifFgale ; fo that by break of day 
we found ourfelves about five leagues to windward' 
of the cape afore-mentioned* 

The rtext day likewife, being the laft of Auguflv 
the wind ftill continued S. S. £. as it had done the 
whole day before.. This day we thought it con- 
venient to ftand farther out to fea, for fear of being- 
defcried at Psata^ which now was not very far dif- 
tantfrora us* The morning proved hazy; But 
about eleven we (pied a fail> which flood then }uft 
^8 we did, E. by S. Coming nearer by degrees^. 
we found her to be nothing but a pair of barlulogs^ 
under fail. Our pilot advifed us} not to meddle 
with, or take arty notice of them^ for it was very 
doubtful whether we (hould be able to come up 
with them or not ; and* then by giving chace to- 
them, we (hould ea&ly be defied and known ta> 
be EnglUh (Urates, at they called us. Thefe bark- 
logs (ail exccUently well for the meftpart, and fome 
N 6. of 
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of them are fo big as to carry two hundred and fifty 
pecks of meal from the vallies to Panama, without 
vetting any of it. This day, by an obfervatioa 
made, we found ourfelves in 4 degrees 55 minutes 
latitude fouth : we faw point Parina at N. E. by E. 
and at the difhince of fix leagues^ or thereabouts. 

At the fame time La Silla de Paita bore from us 
8. E. by £. being diftant only feven or eight 
leagues. 

The town of Paita is fituated in a deep bay about 
two leagues to the leeward of this hill. It ferves 
for an enibarcadero, or port town, to another great 
place which b diftant from thence about thirteen 
leagues higher in the country, and is called Piura, 
feated in a vtvj barren country. 

On Wednefoay the firft of September our courfe 
was S. by W. The midnight before there fprung 
up a kind wind. 

That night as we failed we faw fometbing that 
appeared to us like a light ; and the next morning 
we fpied a fail, from whence we judged the light 
had come. The veflel was fix leagues from us in 
the wind's eye, and thereupon we gave her chacc. 
She ftood to windward as we did. This day we 
had an obfervation, which gave us latitude 5 de- 
grees 30 feconds. At night we were about four 
leagues to leeward of her, but fo great a raift feU, 
that we fuddenly loft fight of her. At this tinie the 
weather was as cold with us as in England in No* 
^Tember. Every time we went abMit with our ft)ip» 
the other did the like. Our pilot told us, that this 
fliip fet forth from Guayaquil de^^n days before 
they were taken ; and that flie was laden with 
I'iggingy woollen, and cotton cloth, and other ma- 
AuU^lurcsmadeat.Quito. Moreover, that he heard 
that they had fpent a mafl^ and had pat into Paita 
to refit U« 

Thft 
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The night following they ftiewed us feveral lights 
through their negligence, which they ought not to 
have done, for by that means we fleered direftly 
after thent : the next morning ftie was above three 
leagues in the wind's eye from us. Had they fuf- 
peAed us, it could not be doubted, but they 
would have made towards the land ; but they feemed 
not to fly nor flir for our chace. The land here all 
along is level, and not very high. The weather was 
hazy, fo that about eleven that morning we loft fight 
of her* At this time we had been a whole week, at 
an allowance of only two draughts of water a day, fo 
fcarce were provifions with us. That afternoon we 
faw the veflel again, and at night we were not full 
. two leagues from her, and not above half a league 
to the leeward. We made fliort trips all that 
night. 

On Saturday, September the fourth, about break 
of day, we faw the ftiip again at the.diftanee of a 
league, or thereabouts, and not above amile towind^ 
ward of us. They flood out as foon as they efpied 
us, and we flood direAly after them. Having pur- 
fued them for feveral hours, about four in the after- 
noon we came up within half-fliot of our fmall 
arms to windward of them. Hereupon they per- 
ceiving Mi^o we were, prefently lowered all their fails 
at once, and we caft dice among ourfelves for the 
iirft entrance. The lot fell to larboai;d ; fo that twenty 
men belonging to that watch entered her. In the 
veflel were found fifty packs of cocoa-nut, fuch as 
chocolate is made of, many packs of raw-filk, 
Indian doth, and thread-ftockings ; thefe things 
being the principal part o( her cargo. We fto^ 
oat S.W. by S. all the night following. 

Next day we put on board our fliip the chief part 
of her lading. In her hold we found fpme rigging, 
as Nicholas Moreno^ our pilot, taken in the former 

vc/fel 
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Teflel of Gaayaanil, told us ; but die greateft part 
of it WIS fall of timber. We took out of her alfo 
feme ofeobriggs» of which we made top-gallant fails^ 
as (hall be fald hereafter. It was now nineteen days, 
as they told ns, fince they had fet iail frcnn Gfiaya^ 
qoil ; and then they had only heard there of our ex- 
ploits before Panama, bat did not fo^moch as think 
«f oor comii^ fo hr to die fouthward, which did 
not give them the leaft fofpicion of as, though they 
had (een ns for the fpace of two or thiee days before 
at lea, and always fteeriog after them ; otherwise 
ihey had made for the landj and endeavoured' to 
efeape our hands. 

Next morning likewiie we continued to takein the 
remaining part of what goods we defired our of our- 
prize. When we had done, we feat moft c^ our 
prifoners on board the faid vefllel^ [and kft only 
thdr fore-maft fianding, all the reft being cut dowir 
by the board. We gave them a fore.*(aii to>fail withal, 
all thdr own water, and fome of our flour to ferve 
them for provifion ; and thus we turned them away, 
as not caring to be troubled er encombered with their 
company. Notwithftanding we detained ftill feveral 
of the chief of oor prifoners. Such were don Thomas^ 
de Ai^ndona, who was commander of the veflel- 
taken before Guayaquil ; don Chriftoval, and doa. 
Baluzar, both gentlemen of quality taken with him^ 
captain Peralta, captain Juan Moreno the pilot, and 
twelve flaves^ of whom we intended to make good^ 
nfe, to do the drugery of our (hip. At this time 
X reckoned we were <aboot the diftance of thirty-five 
leagues, or thercaboots, from land. By an obfer- 
vation made this d^y,'we found latitude 7 degrees 
I fecond. Our plunder being over, and our prhct 
turned away^ we (old both thefts^ boxes, and 
feveral other things at the maft by the voioe of a 
crycr. 

The 
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The day following we flood S. S. W. and S. 
W. by S. all day long. This day one of our 
company died, named Robert Montgomery, being 
the fam^ man that was (hot by the negligei^oe of one 
or two of our men with a piflol through the 1^» at 
the taking of the veflel before Guayacpiil, as was 
mentioned above. We had an obfenration alfo this 
day, by which we now found latitude 7 degrees 26 
feconds^ On the fame day likewife we made a divi- 
dend, and (hared all the booty taken in the laft prize. 
This bring done, we hoiftcd into our (hip the launch 
which we had taken in her, as being ufeful to us. 
For fevcral da3rs paft, it was obferred that we had 
every morning a dark cloud in the fky ; which in the 
North-fea would certainly foretel ftorm, but here it 
always blew lover. 

Wednefday, September the eighth, in the mom* 
ing, we threw our dead man above-mentioned into the 
fea, and gave him three French voUies for his funeral 
ceremony. The night befibre we faw a light belong* 
ing to fome veflU at fea. But we flood away from 
it, as not defiring to fee any more fails to hinder us 
in our voyage towardr Arica, whither now we were 
defignedk This light was undoubtedly from fome 
(hip tO' leeward of us; hat next morning we 
faw it not. Here I judged we had made a S. W. by 
S. way from Paitai and by an obfervation found S 
degrees S, 
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CHAP. XIU. 

jt continuation of their long and tedious veyage ta^rico^ 
with a defiription of the failings thereunto. Great 
htrdfhipfor want of wafer and other provifion% 
They, are defcried at Arica, and dared not land^ 
the country being ail in arms before them. They 
retire from phence^ and go to Puerto 'de Hih, ciofe 
by Arica. Here they iand^ take the tmun with 
little or no 'ofs on theirjide : refrefb themfehes 
with provifions% but in the end are cheated by 
the Speunardss ondforcedfbamefMllyi tOtretreatfrom 
ibtn^. 

oEptembcr the ninth, we contiQned ftill to make a 
*^ S. W, by S; way as we had done the day before^ 
By a clear and cxafl obfervation taken the fame day 
we found now latitude 8 degrees 12 feconds. Ail 
the twenty-four hours laft.paft afforded us bat little 
on our voyage, and w» were forced to tack about four 
or five hours. 

Nes&t day, by another obfervatieo taken* wc found 
then latirade 9 degrees. Now the weather was much 
warmer thao before ; and wkh this warmth we had 
fmall and mifty rains that frequently fell. That 
evening a ftrong breeze came up at South-eaft by 
Eaft. 

The night foIk>wing likewife there fell a very great 
dew, and a frefh wind continued to blow. At this 
time we were all hard at work to make fmali fails 
of the ozenbfigs we had taken in the laft prize, ar 
bdQg much more convenient for its lightnefs. The 
next morning, bang Saturday September theekventh* 
we lay by to mend our rigging. Thefe laft twenty- 
four hours we had made a South-weft by Weft way. 
Andoow w€ bad an ob&rv^iiioB that gave us latitude 
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It degreef 9 fcconds^ I fttppoTed this day we were 
Weft from Cofmey about the diflance of cighty-niae 
leagues and a half. 

September the twelfth. This day we reckoned 
a S. S. W. way, and that we had made. thirty-four 
leagues and three quarters or diereabouts ; alfo that 
all our wel&ig from Paita was eighty-four leagues. 
We fuppofed ourfelves now to be iu latitude i ( 
degrees 40 fecobcts ; but the weathet being hazy, 
no obfervation could be made, 

September the thkteeiith. Yefterday m the after- 
noon we had a great eclipfe of the fun, which kited 
fix>m one of the clock till three after dinner. From 
this eclipfe I then took the true judgment of our 
longitude from the Canary Iflands, and found aayfelf 
tp be 285 degrees 35 in latitude 1 1 degrees 45 fe- 
conds. The wind was now fo fre(h, that we took 
in our top^fails, making a great way under our courfes 
and (prit*(ail. 

: September the fourteenth. We had a cloudy 
morning, which continued fo all the firft part thereof, 
about eight it cleared op, and then we fet our fore-top* 
fail; ard, about noon, our main*top-fail likewife. 
This wasobfervabie, that all this great wind precedent 
did not make any thing of a great fea. We reckoned 
this day that we had run by a S. W. by W. way twenty- 
fix leagues, and two thirds. 

The next day we had clofe weather, as we had 
the morning before. Our reckoning was twenty-four 
leagues and two thirds, by a S, W. by W. way. But 
by obfervation made, I found myfelf to be 23 degrees 
South of my reckoning, as being in the latitude of 
15 degrees 17 feconds. 

On the fiKteenth we had but fmall and variable 
winds: for the twenty-four hours laft paft, we reckon* 
^d twenty-four leagues and two thirds,by a & W. by 
S. way. By obfetvation we had latitude 1 6 degrees 

41 
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41 feooods. Tbateveniag \lre had a gale at E. S. E« 
wbkb forced us to hand our top-fails. 

The IcTenteeoth likewife we bad many gufts of 
^nd at fevcral times, forcing us to hand our top* 
(ails often. But io die forenoon we fet them with » 
freOk gale at £• S. E« My reckoning this day wai 
thirtr-one leagues by a S. S. W. way. All day long 
ve flood by our top-fails. 

The eighteenth. We made a S. by W. way. Wc 
reckoned ourfelves to bem latitude 19 degiees 32 
ieconds S. The weather was hazy, and the wind be- 
gan to ceafe by degrees. 

The next day being the nineteenth, we had a very 
fmall wind. I reckoned thirteen leagues and a half, 
by a S. W* by S. way: and our whole weftingfiron» 
Paita to be 164 leagues in latitude 20 degreea 6 foutb. 
All the afternoon we had a calm with drizling 
rain. 

Monday, September the twentieth* Laft night 
nim (aw the Magellan dottds fo faoious among ma- 
liners fai the Soudt-feas. The leaft of thefe dooda 
was abont the bignefs of a num's hat. After this 
fight the morning was very dear. We bad run 
at noon at £. S. E. thirteen leagues and a half: and 
by an obfervation then made, w» found latitude 
2Q d^ees^ 15 feoonds South. This day the ixdnd 
began to freOien at W. by S.. yet we had a very 
fii^th fea. 

Next morning the wind came about to S. W. yet 
flackened by degrees. At four this morning it came 
10 S. by E. and at ten the fame day to S. £. by S. 
We had this day aclearobfervation, and by it latitude 
20 degrees 25 feconds. We flood now E. by N. 
With the wind at S. E. 

September the twenty^fecood. This morning the 
wind was at E. 3. E. By a dear obfervation we 
found latitude 19 degrees 30 S. Likewife on a 

N.E-.. 
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N* E. by E. way» — and two leagues and two 
thirds. 

September the twenty-third . We had a fre(h wimi 
^d a high iea. This morniog early, the wind was 
at E. and aboat ten at £. N. £. From a clear obfer« 
vation we found our latitude 20 d^rees 25 feconds* 
The way we made was S, by W. That morning wc 
happened to fplit our fprit-fail. 

Next morning the wind was variable and incoo* 
ftant, and tb^ weather but hazy. We reckoned a 
S. by E. way. This day we bent a new main-top- 
fail^ the old one ferving for a fore-,top-fail. In the 
afternoon we had but little wind, whereupon we 
lowered oor maiA- top-falls, being a very fmooth 
fea. 

The following day being likewife calm and warm, 
we fet up our fhrouds both fore and aft. An 
obiervation taken this day afforded us latitude 
21 degrees 57S. That evening we bwt a fprit- 
fail. 

September the twenty-fixtb. An obfervation g^vt 
vs latitude 22 degrees 57 S. At nocm we had a 
breeze at N. N. £. our oourfe being E. S. E. In the 
afternoon we iet up a larboard top-fail ftudden-fitil, 
in the evening the wind came abont at north pretty 
fre/h. 

Next day we had a fmooth fea, and took in four 
ftudden-fails. For the day before, in the afternoon, 
we had put out, befides that abovementioned, an* 
other ftudden-fail, and two noainftudden-fails moret. 
This day we had by obiervation 22 d^rees 45 feconds, 
having made by an E. S. E. way, thirty -five leagues 
and a half. Our whole meridian difierence was fixty- 
eight leagues and a half. 

September the twenty-eighth. All the forenoon we- 
bad very little wind, and yet withal a great footh^ 

era 
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ern Tea. By observation we had latitude aa degrees 
40 fecoods. 

September the twenty-ninth. All the night paft we 
had much wind, with three or four fmart ihowers 
of ram. This was the firft that we could call rain, 
ever fince we left Cape FrancHco above-mentioned; 
Thw day our allowance was (hortened, and reduced 
to three pints and a half of water for a day, and one 
cake of boiled bread to each man for a day. An 
obfervation this day gave us latitude 21 d^;rees 59^ 
S.by aN. E* by E. way. 

September the thhtieth. We had a cloudy day, 
and the wind very variable, the morning being frefh. 
Our way was N. £. half N. wherdn we made eight* 
teen leagues. 

Oftobef the firft. AH the night paft, and thi* 
day we had a cloudy iky, and not much wind. We 
made a N. E. by £. way, and by it feventeen leaguet 
and two miles. This dayweb4;anat two pints and 
a half of water for a day. 

The feoond, we made tin E. N. E. way, and by 
it twenty-fix leagues or thereabouts. Our obfervationf 
this day gave us latitude 20 degrees 29 feconds. I 
reckoned now that we were ten leagues and a half to- 
eaft of our meridian, the port of Paita; fo that hence- 
forward our departure was eaftward. The wind wa» 
thi$dayatS.E.byS. 

The third, we had both a cloudy mopning, a high 
fea, and drizling weather,- An obfervation which wc 
had this day, gave us latitude 19 degrees 45 fec«nds; 
In the afternoon the wind blew fo frefli, that 
we were forced to hand our top-fails and fprit-^ 
fail. 

The fourth likewife we had a high fca, and cold 
wind. At break of day wc fet our top-fails: an 
obfervatioa made afforded us latitude 19 degrees 
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4I.5 fcconds. Here we fuppofed ourfelves fifty-nine 
leagues D. M. 

The fifth we had ftiil a great fea, and (harp and 
cold wind, forcing us to our low fails. By a N. E. 
ty £. way, we reckoned this day twenty-fix leagues 
and a half. 

But on the fixth we had great gufts of wind, in- 
fo much that this morning our riog-bolts gave way 
which held our main ftay, and had like to have brought 
our main-maft by the board. Hereupon wc ran 
three or four glafles weft before the wind. JBy 
an obfervatioa we found latitude 19 degrees 4 
fcconds. 

The feventh of Odlober the wind was fomething 
fallen. We had both a cloudy day and variable 
winds. 

The eighth of the faid month we had again a 
fmooth fea, and fmall whiffling winds. This morning 
we faw a huge (hoal of fi(h, two or three water fnakes« 
and feveral feals. 

Next day we had likcwife a very fmooth fea, and 
a cloudy day. Our courfe was eaft. 
. Oftobcr the tenth we had alfo a cloudy day, with 
fmall and variable winds, and, as a confequent thereof, 
a fmoth fea. Our way was S. by E. This day we 
ifpied floating upon the fea feveral tufts of fea-grafs, 
which gave us good hopes that we were not far from 
Ihore^ In the afternoon we had a S. E. by E. 
wind that ^rang up : the night was very cold and 
cloudy. 

The eleventh we had a fre(h wind at S, E. and 
E. S, E. together witli a cloudy day ; fuch as wc had 
experimented for feveral days before : we reckoned 
this day thirty-two leagues by a N. E. by E. way. 
Our pilot told us, the fl^y is always hazy near the 
Aore on thefe coafts. 

Oftobcr 
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Oftobcr the twelfth, Wc had a dear day, and k 
North-eaft way. 

The thirteenth. We had but little wind : this dajr 
we faw a whale, which wc took for an infallible 
token that we were not far diftant from land, which 
now wc hoped to fee in a few days. We made an E. S. 
E. way, and by it we reckoned nineteen leagues, all 
the evening was very calm. 

Thurfday, Oftober the fourteenth. We had both 
a calm and dofe day till afternoon, then the weather 
became very hot and clear. This day we faw feveral 
knd-fowls, being but a fmall bird; concerning 
which our pilot faid, that they ufe to appear about 
one or two days fail from the land. Our reckoning 
was eleven leagues by an E. S. E. way. In the even- 
ing we thought we had feealand, but it proved to bte 
nothing but a foggy bank. 

Oftober the fifteenth. Both the night paft, and 
this day, was very clear: we made an ob- 
fervation this day, which gave us latitude i8 degrees 
South. 

The fiXtccnth. Laft night and this day were con^ 
trary Ho the former, both cloudy. Our way 
was N. E. by E. whereof wc reckoned thirteen 
leagues. 

Sunday, Oftober thefcventeenth. The wind bkw 
▼cry frcfh, our courfe being E. N. E. About fixe 
that morning we faw land ; but the weather was fo 
hazy, that at firfl we could fcarce perceive whether 
U was land or not.. It was diftant from us about 
eight leagues, and appeared as a high and round 
bill, being In form like a fugar-loaf. We faw 
land afterwards all along to the S. E. by E. from it s 
rn the evening, we being then within five leagues 
of the ibore^ the land appeared very high and 
fieep* 

Oftobcr 
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Oftober the eighteenth. All the night laft paft we 
Hood oflF to fea with a fre(h wind. This morning 
we could juft fee land at N. N. E. We reckoned a 
■S. E. by E. way ; and by obfei vation we found lati- 
tude 17 degrees 17 S. , 

Tuefday, Oftober the nineteenth. We had very 
<Jondy weather, findmg what our pilot had told us 
to be very true, concerning the hazinefs of this fhore. 
We law all along as we went very highland, covered 
with clouds, infomuch ihat we could not fee its 
top. 

Wednefday, Oftober the twentieth. We had 
likewife cloudy weather, and for the moft part calm, 
which continued fo the day next. 

Friday, Oftober twenty-fccond. This morning we 
law land before us. Our pilot being afked what 
land that was, anfwered, It was the pmnt of 
Hilo. 

There is every morning and evening a brightnefs 
over the point which lafts for two or three hours, 
being caufed by the refleftion of the fun on the barren 
land, a^ h fuppofed. This day we had but little 
wind, and the great want of water, we were now 
under, ocCaiioned much difturbance among our meof. 
As for my patt, I muft acknowledge, I could not 
flecp all night long through the greatncfs of my 
drought. We could willingly have landed here to feek 
for water ; but the fear of being difcovered, and 
making ourfelves known, hindered us from fo doing. 
Thus we unanimoufly refolved to endure our thirft a 
little longer. Hereabouts is a fmall current that 
runs tmderthe fiiore. Thismiormngwehad but little 
wind at fouth, our courfe being £. S. E. 

Our wind continued to blow not above fix hours 
^ch day. We reckoned the d^rence of our meridian 
to be this day one hundred and^eighty leagues. We 

were 
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were aow hard put to it for want of water, ha?iQg 
iHit half a pint a day to our allowance. 

OAober the twenty- third. This day we were forced 
to fpare one meafure of water, thereby to make 
it hold out the longer; fo Icarce it became with 
us. 

AIx>ut nine a doclc at night we luid a land wind, 
and with it we ftood S. £. by S. But all the night 
after we had but little'wind. - 

Oftober the twenty-fourth. All the night paft 
we had very cloudy and dark weather, with 
milting rain. The morning being come, cleared 
up; but all the land appeared covered with 
clouds* 

This day we refolved 112 men '(hould go alhcve. 
And about eight this evening we (ent our launch and 
four canoes, with ^9 men, to take three or four fifli- 
ermen at a ceruin river clofe by Mora de Sama^ 
called elRk de Juan DiaZf with intent to gain what 
iotell^ence we could bow aiEurs ftood at prefent on 
thecoaff and country thereabouts. 

Monday, October tbe twenty-fifth. Laft pight 
being about thedifbmceof one league and a balf from 
the (bore, we (bonded, and found forty-five fathom 
water, with hard ground at the bottom. This 
morning our people and canoes that were lent to 
take the fifbermen returned, not being able to find 
either their houfes, or the river: they reported 
withall, they liad had avery freih wind all the night 
long under (bore, whereas we had not one breath 
of wind all night on board. 

Tuefday, Oftober the twenty-fixth. The even- 
ing before, about £x o'clock, we left the (hip to go 
to take Arica, refolving to land about the diftance 
of a league to windward of the town. We were 
about (Ix leagues fsom the town when we left the 
fliip, whereby wc were forced to row all night, that 

Wi 
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iRt might reach before day the place of our landing. 
Towards morning the canpcs left the launch, which 
they had all night in a tow, and wherein I was ; and 
made all the fpced they poffibly could for the Ihore, 
with dcfign to land before the launch could arrive. But 
being come near the place we defigned to land at, 
wte found, to our great difappointment, we were 
difcovcred, and that, all along the fliore, and through 
thecountry, they had certain newsof our arrival. Not- 
Withftandiog we would have landed, if we could by 
any means have found a place to doit in ; but the fea 
ran fa high, and with fuch a force againft the rocks, - 
that our boats mutt needs haye been ftavcd in a thou- 
fand pieces, and we!n great danger of wetting onrarms, 
if we ihould venture aflioi-e. 'the bay all round was ' 
pofleflcd by feveral parties of horfe, and likewife the' 
the tops of the hills; which feemcd to be gathered 
there, by a geheral alarm throngK the whole coun- 
try, and that they waited onJy for onr landing, with 
a dcfiga . to make a ftropg Qppofition againft us. ' 
They fired a gun at U5. but we made them no anfwer, 
returning to our fhip, till a fairer opportunity. The 
hill of ' Arica is very white, occafioned by the; dung,' 
of the abundance of fowls that build their nefts in 
the hollow thereof. To leeward of the faid hill 
lies a fmall ifland at about a niile from the ifliore : 
about half a league from that ifland, we could per- 
ceive fix (hips at anchor; four of which "had their 
yifrds taken down from their mafts, btit the other, 
two feemed ready tb fail. We aflced our pilot con- 
cerning thefe fhips, and he told us, that one of them 
was mounted with fix guns, and the other with only 
four. Being difappointed of our expefl'attons at Arica, 
we now relolved to bear aWay from thence to the vil- 
lage of Iliio, there to take in water and other pro-, 
vifions ; as alfo to learn what intelligence we 
Vol. I. " O could 
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could obtain. All that night we lay under a 
ctlo). 

Oftobcr twcnty-fevcn. In the morning we found 
ourfelves about a league to windward of Mora da 
Sama, notwithftanding the weather was quite calin, 
and we only drove with the current at leeward. The 
land between Hilo and Mora da Sama forms twp 
fevcral bays, and the coaft runs along N. W. ancl 
S. E. as may appear by the following demonftration. 
Over the land we could fee from ouc. fliip, as wc 
drove, the coming or riling of a very high land, at a 
great diflance far up in the country. 

Oftober twenty-eight. The night before we /cnt 
away our four canoes wi^t^ fifty men in them, to feize 
and plunder the^town of Hilo. All this day was 
very calm, as the day before. 

The next morning about break of day, we had a 
fair breeze fprung up, with which we lay right in 
with the port* About one in the afternoon we an« 
chored. 

We caft anchor at the diftance of two miles from 
the village; and then we perceived two flags which 
our men had put out, having taken the town, and 
fet up our £ngli(h colours. The Spaniards were 
retreated to the hills, and there had done the fame. 
Being come to an anchor, our commander, captaio 
Sharp, fent a canoe on board of us, and ordered that 
all the men ojar (hip could fpare, (hould come afliore. 
Withal they told us, that thofe of our party that 
landed the morning before, were met by fomehorfe- 
men on the fhore, who only exchanged fome few 
voUies of Ihot with our men, but were foon put to 
flight ; that hereupon our forces had marched direftly 
to the town, where the Spaniards expcfting wefhoold 
have landed at firflr, aaade ^ breaft-work thirty paces 
long of clay and banks of fand. Here in a fmall Ikir- 
jm&i we happened to kill an Indian, who told us before 

he 
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he diedy that they had received news of our coming 
nine days ago, from Liiiia, and but one day before 
from Arica. Having taken the town^ we found therein 
great quantity of pitch, tar, oil, wine, and flour, 
\yith feveralotherfortsof provifions. We endeavoured 
to keep as good a watch as the Spaniards did on the 
liiils, fearing left they (houldfuddenly make any at- 
tempt to deftroy us; 

Next day, being Oftober the thirtieth, we chofe 
out threefcore of our men who were fitteft to march, 
and ordered them to go u p and fearch the valley belong- 
ing to the town. Wc found it very p!eafant, being 
all overfetwith fig-trees, olive-trees, prange, lemon, 
and lime-trees, with many other agreeable fruits : 
about four miles up the valley we came to a fugjir- 
work, or Ingenio dc azucar, as it is called by the 
Spaniards, where we found great ftore of oil and me- 
lalTes ; but inoft of the fugar tlie owners had hidden 
from us in the cane itfelf. As we marched up the 
valley, the Spaniards marched along the hills, and 
obferved our motioa : from the tops df the hilb 
they often tumbled great ftones upon us, but with 
great cafe we endeavoured to efcape thofe dangers^ 
and the report of one gun would make them all to 
hide their heads immediately : from this houfe, I meaa 
the fugar-work above-mentioned, Mr. Cox's, my- 
fclf, and one Cannis a Dutchman (who was our in- 
terpreter) went to the Spaniards with a flag of truce. 
They met us very civily, and promifed to give us four- 
fcore of beeves for the ranfom of the fugar- work„ 
upon condition that it ftould not be fpoiled nor de- 
molifticd. With them we agreed, that they fliould 
be delivered to us at the port the next day at noon: 
hereupon captain Sharp in the evening feat down to 
the fK)rt twenty men, with ftrift orders that our 
forces (hould offer no violence in the leaft to thofc 
that brought down the beeves. 

z Sunday, 
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Sunday, Oftober thiny-onc This day being cm» 
ployed in cafting up fome accounts belonging to 
our navigation, I reckoned that Hilo was the eaft ward 
of Paita, one hundred and eighty-fcvcn leagues. This 
morning the captain of the Spaniards came to our 
commander captain Sharp with a flag of truce, and 
told him, that fixteen beeves were already fent down 
to the port, and that the reft fhould certainly be there 
the next morning. Hereupon we were ordered to 
prepare ourfelves to retreat, and march back to the 
port, and there embark ourfehres on board our fhip. 
My advice was to the contrary, that' we (hould rather 
leave twenty men behind to keep the houfe of the 
fugar-work, and that others (hould poflefs themfelves 
oT the hills, thereby to clear them of the Spaniards 
and their look-out. But my counfel not being rc« 
garded, each man took away what burthen of lugar 
be pleafed, and thus we i^turned to our veflel. Be* 
ing come there, we found no beeves had been brought 
down at all, which made us fufpeft fome trick in the 
(^ncmy. 

The next morning, being November the firft, our 
captain went to the top of the hills before- mentioned, 
and fpoke with the Spaniards themfelves concerning 
the performance of their agreement. The Spaniards 
made anfwer, that the cattle would certainly come 
down this night ; but in cafe they did not,- that the 
ttiafter orowner of the fugar-work was now returned 
from Potofi, and we might go up and treat with him, 
and make, if we pleafed, a new bargain for the pre- 
fervation of his houfc and goods; whofe inter eft it 
was moreth-an theirs to fave it from being demoliflied. 
With thisanfwer ourmen returned, and we concluded 
to watt till the next day for the delivery of the 
beeves. 

The day following, about eight in the morning, 
thore came In to us a flag of truce ffom tlie enemy; 
* telling 
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telfing US9 that the winds were fo high, that they 
could not drive the cattle, otherwifc they had been 
delivered before now ; but withal, that by noon we 
fhould in no manner fail to have them brought to us* 
Noon beibg come, and no cattle appearing, we now 
having filled onr water/ and finiftied other concenis» 
refolved to be revenged on the enemy, and do th^m 
what milchief we could ; at leaft by fettii^ fire on 
the fugar-work. Hereupon, threefcore men of )i2s 
marched up the valley, and burnt both the ho^fe, the 
canes, and the mill belonging to the Ingenio ; we brcAe 
lik^wife theaH>per8,C9ggs,aQd multitudes of great jars 
of oil that we found in the houfe : this being done, we 
brought away more fugar, and returned to the pore 
over the hills and mountains \ the which we found 
^ very pleafitnt, fmooth, and level, after once we h^d 
alcended them. It feU out very fortunately to us that 
^ we returned back thisway we did ; for otberwife our 
men at thefea-iidehad inevitably been cm off*, and torn 
in pieces by theenemy,they being at that time di^fed^ 
andftragglingupanddown by twoand three in a party. 
For from the hiUs we fpied coming from thenorthward 
of the bay, above diree hundred horfemen, all riding 
at full fpeed towards our men, who had not as yet 
defcried them, and little thought of any fuch danger 
from the enemy fo nighat hand. Being alarmed with 
this fight, we threw do wn what fugar we had, and ran 
incontinently to meet them, thereby to give^our other 
men time to rally, and put themfelves into a poftureof 
defeni;e,. We being in good rank and <Mrder, fairly prof-* 
fere^them battle upon the bay; but as we advanced 
to meet them, they retired and rid towards the moun- 
tains to furroundus and take the rocks from us if pofiibly 
theyrould. Hereupon, perceiving their intention, we 
returned back and poflefTed ourfelves of the iaid rocks, 
And alfo of the lower town ; as the Spaniards them- 
felves did of the upper town (^t the diilance of half a 

mile 
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mile from the lower) the hills and the woods adjora- 
ing thq^unto. The horfemen being now in poflef- 
Con of thcfe quarters, we could perceive, as far as wc 
could fee, more and more men4*efort to them, fo that 
then* forces increafed hourly to confiderable numbers 
We fired one at another as long as we could reach, 
and the day would permit. But in the mean while 
wcobferved, that feveral of them rid to the watch 
titll^ and looked out often to the fea-board. T&b 
gave us occafion' to fear, that they had more ftrength 
and forces coming that way, which they expefted 
every minute. Hereupon, left we (hould fpeed worfc 
than we had done before, we refolved to embatk 
fitehtly in the dark of the night, and go ofHroqi^tbat 
coaft where the enemy was fo well provided fd^ us, 
We carried ofF a great chcft of fugar, wl^tffeof we 
ihared feven pounds wefght and a half each mtfn 
thirty jars of oil, and great plenty of all forts of garden ' 
berbs, roots, and mod excelleat fruit. 




End Of THE FiusT Volume. 
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